
 

1 

 

Walter Scheidel, The Great Leveler: Violence and the History of Inequality from the 
Stone Age to the Twenty-First Century. Princeton University Press, 2017   
http://press.princeton.edu/titles/10921.html 
 
Shortlisted for Cundill History Prize 2017 
Shortlisted for Financial Times & McKinsey Business Book of the Year 2017 
strategy+business Best Business Book 2017 (Economics) 
Martin Wolf’s Financial Times Summer Book of 2017 
Economist “Books of the Year 2017: Economics and Business” 
Financial Times “Best books of 2017: Economics” 
Wall Street Journal “What business leaders read in 2017” 
New York Times “In a year of nonstop news, a batch of business books worth reading” 
CNBC “13 of the best business books of 2017” 
Microsoft “Best business books of 2017” 
Project Syndicate “PS commentators’ best reads in 2017” 
BBC History Magazine “Books of the Year 2017” 
“The HCSS Bookshelf” 
Shortlisted for World “2017 Book of the Year: Understanding the World” 
Nasdaq “Book recommendations for holiday season reading” 
Moneyweb “Great books to read in the Christmas break” 
Zenda “Esto no es una lista, es una advertencia: los libros que leeremos en 2018” 
Vozpópuli “Una guía para el Día del Libro y Sant Jordi: menos romería y más lectura” 
El Periódico de Catalunya “10 llibres d’història per Sant Jordi 2018” 
Philippine Star “Books as gifts” 
Shortlisted for Wissenschaftsbuch des Jahres 2019 
“History Workshop’s Radical Books of the Year” 
Zeit “Buchempfehlungen” 
El Cultural “Lo mejor de 2018: ensayo internacional” 
Le Devoir “La liste de lecture de Konrad Yakabuski” 2020 
Politico “What politicos are reading this summer” 2021 
Lire “Les 100 livres de 2021” 
 
Audiobook 

Narrated by Joel Richards, Tantor Audio (published October 2017) 
 
Translations 

Chinese Simplified: China CITIC Press (published June 2019) 
Chinese Traditional: Linking Publishing (published January 2023) 
Czech: Argo (published October 2020) 
French: Actes Sud (published January 2021) 
German: wbg Theiss (published September 2018) 
Italian: Il Mulino (published October 2019) 
Japanese: Toyo Keizai (published June 2019) 
Korean: Eco Livre Publishing (published September 2017) 
Polish: Glowbook (under contract) 
Portuguese: Almedina (published November 2018) 
Portuguese Brazil: Zahar Editoria (published April 2020) 

http://press.princeton.edu/titles/10921.html
https://www.cundillprize.com/winners/2017
https://www.ft.com/content/54c2bc9c-9d27-11e7-9a86-4d5a475ba4c5
https://www.strategy-business.com/article/Best-Business-Books-2017-Economics
https://www.ft.com/video/a00ad44d-e9ec-4d14-a741-0259904c85f8
https://www.economist.com/news/books-and-arts/21732078-best-books-2017-are-about-music-nicotine-and-tsunami-japan-books
https://www.ft.com/content/838ecc26-d62c-11e7-8c9a-d9c0a5c8d5c9
https://www.wsj.com/articles/what-business-leaders-read-in-2017-1513107964
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/25/business/dealbook/in-a-year-of-nonstop-news-a-batch-of-business-books-worth-reading.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2017/11/09/the-best-business-books-of-2017.html
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/store/collections/book.fc3?SilentAuth=1&wa=wsignin1.0
https://www.project-syndicate.org/onpoint/ps-commentators-best-reads-in-2017-by-ps-editors-2017-12?barrier=accesspaylog
http://hcss.nl/news/hcss-bookshelf
https://world.wng.org/2017/11/b_is_for_books
http://www.nasdaq.com/article/book-recommendations-for-holiday-season-reading-cm888723
https://www.moneyweb.co.za/financial-advisor-views/great-books-to-read-in-the-christmas-break/
https://www.zendalibros.com/los-libros-que-leeremos-en-2018/
https://www.vozpopuli.com/altavoz/cultura/Dia-Libro-Sant-Jordi-romeria_0_1127888286.html
https://www.elperiodico.cat/ca/oci-i-cultura/20180420/sant-jordi-2018-recomanacions-llibres-historia-6769951
https://www.philstar.com/opinion/2018/11/22/1870597/books-gifts
http://science.apa.at/site/natur_und_technik/detail?key=SCI_20181030_SCI39351351645210450
http://www.historyworkshop.org.uk/radical-books-of-the-year/
https://www.zeit.de/2018/53/buchempfehlungen-lesetipps-winterurlaub/komplettansicht?print
https://www.elcultural.com/revista/letras/Las-votaciones-de-nuestros-criticos/41810
https://www.ledevoir.com/opinion/chroniques/591172/la-liste-de-lecture-de-konrad-yakabuski
https://www.politico.com/interactives/2021/summer-reading-list-2021-books-from-top-political-thinkers/
https://www.livreshebdo.fr/article/les-100-livres-de-2021-selon-lire-magazine-litteraire
https://tantor.com/the-great-leveler-walter-scheidel.html
https://argo.cz/knihy/velky-nivelizator/
https://www.actes-sud.fr/catalogue/sciences-humaines-et-sociales-sciences/une-histoire-des-inegalites
https://www.wbg-wissenverbindet.de/13528/nach-dem-krieg-sind-alle-gleich
https://www.mulino.it/isbn/9788815283740
http://www.yes24.com/24/goods/51371496
https://www.almedina.net/product_info.php?products_id=48185
https://www.companhiadasletras.com.br/livro/9788537818763/violencia-e-a-historia-da-desigualdade


 

2 

 

Russian: AST Publishing (published 2019) 
Spanish: Editorial Crítica (published March 2018) 
Turkish: Fol Kitap (published January 2024) 
 
Press reports and interviews 

Oliver Grimm, “Eine friedliche Senkung der Ungleichheit gibt es nicht,” Presse March 19, 2016 
Uri Pasovsky, “רק אסון יביא שוויון,” Calcalist July 28, 2016 
Eduardo Porter, “A dilemma for humanity: stark inequality or total war,” New York Times December 6, 
2016 
Giuseppe Sarcina, “Più uguaglianza? Con le catastrofi,” Corriere della Sera December 18, 2016 
David Talbot, “Growing wealth gap is a recipe for disaster,” San Francisco Chronicle January 19, 2017 
George F. Will, “Want to reduce inequality? Try the Black Death,” Washington Post February 3, 2017 
(widely syndicated) 
Gonzalo Toca, “¿Hacen falta plagas, revoluciones y guerras para frenar la desigualdad?” Yorokobu 
February 3, 2017 
Jean-Marie Pottier, “Pour réduire les inégalités, rien ne vaut la peste noire ou une guerre mondiale,” 
SlateFR February 4, 2017 
Oleh Ahmed Humad Hamid, “Pesan kentimpagan Davos 2017,” Serambi Indonesia February 6, 2017 
Bertrand Jacquillat, “Un moment Minsky aussi en géopolitique,” Le Nouvel Economiste February 8, 2017 
Shahid Mehmood, “Redistribute or not?” Dawn February 8, 2017 
Ryan Bourne, “Want a more equal society? Be careful what you wish for,” City A.M. February 14, 2017 
(with the rejoinder by Sam Pizzigati, “A new rationalization for riches,” Inequality.org February 17, 2017) 
Luis Fajardo, “El problema de la lucha contra la desigualdad en América Latina es que “no ha habido 
suficiente violencia,”” BBC Mundo February 15, 2017 
Cory Scarola, “Income inequality is likely here to stay,” Inverse February 15, 2017 

Wang Youran, “解决社会不平等必须找到创新性方案,” Chinese Social Sciences Today February 15, 2017 
Matt Taylor, “One recipe for a more equal world: mass death,” Vice February 21, 2017 
Ian Morris, “The price we pay for better living,” Stratfor February 22, 2017 and Forbes February 23, 2017 
Hamilton Nolan, “Apocalypse is the only path to equality, says the new prophet of doom,” Deadspin 
February 22, 2017 
Cory Doctorow, “Catastrophes are reliable levelers of inequality; inequality creates catastrophes,” Boing 
Boing February 22, 2017 
Anders Boas, “Via død og ødelæggelse,” Weekendavisen February 24, 2017 
Franco Sarcina, “Lo storico di Stanford: solo catastrofi e violenze portano a un livellamento sociale,” Il 
Sole 24 Ore March 3, 2017 
Eshe Nelson, “Throughout history, the best ways to reduce inequality have been disease and 
destruction,” Quartz March 6, 2017 (= Bogdan Cojocaru, “Există vreo rezolvare eficientă pentru 
problema distribuirii inegale a avuţiei?” Business Magazine March 24, 2017) 
Dave Neese, “Trump gets it, his foes don’t,” Trentonian March 6, 2017 
Enrique Moreira, “Ce que l’Histoire nous apprend sur la réduction des inégalités,” Les Echos March 12, 
2017 
Ewald Pironet, “Hoe meer dood en verderf, hoe meer gelijkheid,” Knack March 22, 2017 
Tobias Straumann, “Gewalt als grosser Gleichmacher,” NZZ Geschichte March 23, 2017 
John Horgan, “Is nuclear war the only cure for inequality?” Scientific American March 26, 2017 
Martina Winkelhofer, “Der Druck nimmt zu,” Kronen Zeitung March 26, 2017 
Karl Gaulhofer, “Was uns gleichmacht, bringt uns um” and “Wie es mit der Ungleichheit weitergeht,” 
Presse March 26, 2017 
“Kriege und Seuchen: die grossen Gleichmacher,” ORF/Austria Presse Agentur, March 27, 2017 

https://www.planetadelibros.com/libro-el-gran-nivelador/263076#soporte/263076
http://diepresse.com/home/wirtschaft/international/4949979/Eine-friedliche-Senkung-der-Ungleichheit-gibt-es-nicht?from=suche.intern.portal
http://www.calcalist.co.il/local/articles/0,7340,L-3694133,00.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/12/06/business/economy/a-dilemma-for-humanity-stark-inequality-or-total-war.html?_r=2
http://www.stanford.edu/~scheidel/Scheidel_Corriere.pdf
http://www.sfchronicle.com/news/article/Growing-wealth-gap-is-a-recipe-for-disaster-10867108.php
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/want-to-reduce-inequality-try-the-black-death/2017/02/03/e90551e2-e7e9-11e6-bf6f-301b6b443624_story.html?hpid=hp_no-name_opinion-card-b%3Ahomepage%2Fstory&utm_term=.94782d6c4069
http://www.yorokobu.es/desigualdad-social/
http://m.slate.fr/story/136541/inegalites-peste-noire-guerre-mondiale
http://aceh.tribunnews.com/2017/02/06/pesan-ketimpangan-davos-2017
http://www.lenouveleconomiste.fr/un-moment-minsky-aussi-en-geopolitique-33719/
https://www.dawn.com/news/1313351
http://www.cityam.com/258987/want-more-equal-society-careful-you-wish
http://inequality.org/rationalization-riches/
http://www.bbc.com/mundo/noticias-38963848
http://www.bbc.com/mundo/noticias-38963848
https://www.inverse.com/article/27828-walter-scheidel-income-inequality-great-leveler
http://www.cssn.cn/bk/bkpd_qkyw/bkpd_bjtj/201702/t20170215_3415870.shtml
https://www.vice.com/en_uk/article/one-recipe-for-a-more-equal-world-mass-death
https://www.stratfor.com/weekly/price-we-pay-better-living
https://www.forbes.com/sites/stratfor/2017/02/23/the-price-we-pay-for-better-living/#65cc881be2e8
http://theconcourse.deadspin.com/apocalypse-is-the-only-path-to-equality-says-the-new-p-1792442570
http://boingboing.net/2017/02/22/oligarchy-considered-harmful.html
http://www.stanford.edu/~scheidel/Weekendavisen.pdf
http://www.ilsole24ore.com/art/notizie/2017-03-03/storico-stanford-solo-catastrofi-e-violenze-possono-portare-un-livellamento-sociale-144116.shtml?uuid=AEHYbHh
https://qz.com/924034/how-to-reduce-inequality-history-suggests-the-only-effective-ways-are-death-and-destruction/
https://qz.com/924034/how-to-reduce-inequality-history-suggests-the-only-effective-ways-are-death-and-destruction/
http://www.businessmagazin.ro/special/exista-vreo-rezolvare-eficienta-pentru-problema-distribuirii-inegale-a-avutiei-16205669/?p=2
http://www.businessmagazin.ro/special/exista-vreo-rezolvare-eficienta-pentru-problema-distribuirii-inegale-a-avutiei-16205669/?p=2
http://www.trentonian.com/opinion/20170306/dave-neese-provocations-trump-gets-it-his-foes-dont
https://www.lesechos.fr/monde/enjeux-internationaux/0211867428440-ce-que-lhistoire-nous-apprend-sur-la-reduction-des-inegalites-2071602.php
http://www.knack.be/nieuws/magazine/hoe-meer-dood-en-verderf-hoe-meer-gelijkheid/article-normal-829779.html
https://www.nzz.ch/gesellschaft/nzz-geschichte-sind-wir-so-reich-weil-die-andern-so-arm-sind-ld.153057
https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/cross-check/is-nuclear-war-the-only-cure-for-inequality/
http://diepresse.com/home/achtjahrepresseamsonntag/5189948/Was-uns-gleichmacht-bringt-uns-um
http://diepresse.com/home/achtjahrepresseamsonntag/5189947/Wie-es-mit-der-Ungleichheit-weitergeht
http://science.orf.at/stories/2833385


 

3 

 

Sandra Lumetsberger, “Kriege, Seuchen und Chaos führen zu mehr Gleichheit – so die provokante 
These eines Wiener Historikers,” Kurier March 29, 2017 
Eva Stanzl, “Gleichheit frisst ihre Kinder,” Wiener Zeitung March 29, 2017 
Carlos Elizondo Mayer-Serra, “En gran igualador,” Excélsior March 30, 2017 
Giulia Fink and Andreas Sator, “Lieber Minderstsicherungsbezieher als Pharaoh,” Standard March 31, 
2017 
Roland Johansson, TT Nyhetsbyran March 2017 
Inna-Katrin Hein, “Ajalolaane: vaid apocalüpsis võrdsustab rikkad ja vaesed,” Elu24, April 3, 2017 
Janerik Larsson, “Om hur samhällen går under,” Svenska Dagbladet April 5, 2017 
“Lidstvu pomůže jen totální termonukleární válka, jinak se nic nezmění, tvrdí historik,” EuroZprávy 
April 6, 2017 
Ramón González Férriz, “¿La mejor manera de acabar con la desigualdad? Una catástrofe violenta,” El 
Confidencial April 11, 2017 
Ana Swanson, “History suggests there is a way to lower inequality. But you’re not going to like it,” 
Washington Post April 19, 2017 
João Pedro Calero, “Doença, guerra e revolução: os exterminadores de desigualdade,” Exame May 1, 2017 
Dirk Vlasblom, “Gelijkheid? Dan eerst een apocalypse (of een oorlog)” and “Twee hoogleraren reageren 
op Walter Scheidel,” NRC Handelsblad May 5, 2017 
Tom Saler, “History suggests wealth disparity is nothing new,” Milwaukee Journal Sentinel May 6, 2017 
Arnon Grunberg, “Slechts zelden leidt een oorlog tot meer gelijkheid,” Volkskrant May 8, 2017 
Andreas Baumer, “Gibt es Gleichheit nur nach dem Krieg?” Augsburger Allgemeine May 9, 2017 
Carl Rudbeck, “Priset för jämlikhet är katastrofalt högt,” Svenska Dagbladet May 15, 2017 
Rafał Woś, “Czterej jeźdźcy ekonomisty,” Polityka May 23, 2017 
Eduardo Klinger Pevida, “Reducción de pobreza y desigualdad,” Hoy May 29, 2017 
Pieter Klok, “Dé remedie tegen ongelijkheid: grote rampen en oorlog,” Volkskrant June 3, 2017 = 
“Oorlogen heffen de verschillen tussen arm en rijk op,” Morgen June 7, 2017 
Hélio Schwartsman, “Igualdade ou morte,” Folha de S.Paulo June 11, 2017 
Miguel Ormaetxea, “El cambio tecnológico va a acelerar brutalmente las desigualdades,” Media-Tics 
June 20, 2017 
Sérgio Aníbal, “E se só a violência for capaz de fazer recuar a desigualdade?” Revista XXI no. 8, 2017, 92-
95 
Diego Castañeda, “¿Se puede atenuar la desigualdad en el siglo XXI? Una entrevista con Walter 
Scheidel,” Nexos June 29, 2017 
Raffael Fritz, “Die Geschichte gibt keinen Anlass zum Optimismus,” Terra Mater July/August 2017 
Göran Thernborn, “Öjemlikhet som högerporr,” Aftonbladet July 3, 2017 
Jesús Fernández-Villaverde, “La violencia: la gran igualadora,” Nada es Gratis July 4, 2017 = World 
Economic Forum July 14, 2017 
“All’s fair in love and war,” IPPR Progressive Review 24.1, Summer 2017, 50-63 
Gerald Drissner, “Der verborgene Sinn der Apokalypse,” P.M. August 2017, 32-37 
“Mer likhet, til hvilken pris?” Klassekampen August 10, 2017 
Korkut Duman, “Eşitliği göze alabiliyor muyuz?” Gazete Duvar August 11, 2017 
Janan Ganesh, “What the summer book choices of the elites reveal about politics,” Financial Times 
August 14, 2017 and Irish Times August 15, 2017 
Peter Foster, “Why growing inequality might actually be a good thing,” Financial Post August 16, 2017 
Humberto Laudares, “Desigualdade, violência, Estado e teimosia,” Nexo August 23, 2017 
George Eaton, “Is catastrophe the only cure for inequality?” New Statesman August 28, 2017 
M. Ziauddin, “What kills inequality,” Business Recorder September 6, 2017 

https://kurier.at/wissen/historiker-walter-scheidel-ueber-faktoren-die-zu-gleichheit-fuehrten/254.915.137
https://kurier.at/wissen/historiker-walter-scheidel-ueber-faktoren-die-zu-gleichheit-fuehrten/254.915.137
http://www.wienerzeitung.at/themen_channel/wissen/mensch/882378_Gleichheit-frisst-ihre-Kinder.html
http://www.excelsior.com.mx/opinion/carlos-elizondo-mayer-serra/2017/03/30/1154907
http://www.pressreader.com/austria/der-standard/20170331/282067686773911
http://elu24.postimees.ee/4067191/ajaloolane-vaid-apokalupsis-vordsustab-rikkad-ja-vaesed
https://www.svd.se/om-hur-samhallen-gar-under
http://zahranicni.eurozpravy.cz/amerika/185692-propast-mezi-chudymi-a-bohatymi-lidstvu-pomuze-jen-totalni-termonuklearni-valka-tvrdi-historik/
http://blogs.elconfidencial.com/cultura/el-erizo-y-el-zorro/2017-04-11/desigualdad-catastrofe-violencia-the-great-leveler-scheidel_1364859/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2017/04/19/history-suggests-there-is-a-way-to-lower-inequality-but-youre-not-going-to-like-it/?utm_term=.b228fb2abe59
http://exame.abril.com.br/economia/doenca-guerra-e-revolucao-os-exterminadores-de-desigualdade/
https://www.nrc.nl/nieuws/2017/05/05/de-grimmige-gelijkmaker-8692531-a1557392
https://www.nrc.nl/nieuws/2017/05/05/europa-bleef-vrij-egalitair-8693637-a1557393
https://www.nrc.nl/nieuws/2017/05/05/europa-bleef-vrij-egalitair-8693637-a1557393
http://www.jsonline.com/story/money/business/2017/05/06/tom-saler-history-suggests-wealth-disparity-nothing-new/101333854/
http://www.volkskrant.nl/opinie/slechts-zelden-leidt-een-oorlog-tot-meer-gelijkheid~a4493143/
http://www.augsburger-allgemeine.de/augsburg/Gibt-es-Gleichheit-nur-nach-dem-Krieg-id41443291.html
https://www.svd.se/priset-for-jamlikhet-ar-katastrofalt-hogt
http://www.polityka.pl/tygodnikpolityka/rynek/1705496,1,walter-scheidel-o-tym-jak-wojny-wyrownuja-nierownosci.read
http://hoy.com.do/reduccion-de-pobreza-y-desigualdad/
http://www.volkskrant.nl/wetenschap/de-remedie-tegen-ongelijkheid-grote-rampen-en-oorlog~a4498830/
https://www.demorgen.be/economie/historicus-walter-scheidel-oorlog-is-de-grote-gelijkmaker-bafb0130/
http://www1.folha.uol.com.br/colunas/helioschwartsman/2017/06/1891959-igualdade-ou-morte.shtml
http://www.media-tics.com/noticia/7539/economia-y-sociedad/el-cambio-tecnologico-va-a-acelerar-brutalmente-las-desigualdades.html
https://www.ffms.pt/xxi-ter-opiniao/2263/xxi-ter-opiniao-no8
http://economia.nexos.com.mx/?p=408&cn=bWVudGlvbg%3D%3D
http://economia.nexos.com.mx/?p=408&cn=bWVudGlvbg%3D%3D
http://www.aftonbladet.se/kultur/a/gq409/ojamlikhet-som-hogerporr
http://nadaesgratis.es/fernandez-villaverde/la-violencia-el-gran-nivelador#comments
https://www.weforum.org/es/agenda/2017/07/la-violencia-la-gran-igualadora
https://www.weforum.org/es/agenda/2017/07/la-violencia-la-gran-igualadora
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/newe.12037/full
https://www.klassekampen.no/section/search?text=scheidel
http://www.gazeteduvar.com.tr/forum/2017/08/11/esitligi-goze-alabiliyor-muyuz/
https://www.google.com/amp/s/amp.ft.com/content/71ea472c-80d5-11e7-94e2-c5b903247afd
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/world/uk/what-the-summer-book-choices-of-elites-reveal-about-politics-1.3186631
http://business.financialpost.com/opinion/peter-foster-growing-inequality-might-actually-be-a-good-thing/wcm/8c16ccbe-fe02-4e01-bf46-0b34fb36a42a
https://www.nexojornal.com.br/colunistas/2017/Desigualdade-viol%C3%AAncia-Estado-e-teimosia
http://www.newstatesman.com/politics/uk/2017/08/catastrophe-only-cure-inequality
http://fp.brecorder.com/2017/09/20170906215030/


 

4 

 

Esteban Hernández, “Habrá que elegir: o paz y vives mal, o guerra y vives major,” El Confidencial 
September 8, 2017 
Jiří Sobota, “Obscénní možnosti,” Respekt September 16, 2017 
Greg Robb, “The harsh truth about economic inequality, based on thousands of years of evidence,” 
MarketWatch September 18, 2017 
Martina Bachler, “Nur Schocks helfen wirklich,” Trend October 27, 2017 
“The secret to understanding income inequality,” Heleo October 31, 2017 
Isaac Chotiner, “Is violence the only way to end inequality?” Slate November 3, 2017 
Konrad Yakabuski, “What Trudeau isn’t saying about inequality,” Globe and Mail November 27, 2017 
Eve Ottenberg, “How socialism can replace mass death as a tool for leveling inequality,” Truthout 
December 6, 2017 
Matthias Punz, “Im Teufelskreis,” Wiener Zeitung December 9, 2017 
Nadan Feldman, “ אי שוויון :אלימות היא הפתרון,” TheMarker December 13, 2017 
Martin Wolf, “Inequality is a threat to our democracies,” Financial Times December 19, 2017 
Edouard Husson, “Inégalités: le livre perturbant qui soutient que seules les guerres ou les destructions 
ont permis de remettre les pendules à zéro au cours de l’histoire,” Atlantico December 25, 2017 
Luís Eduardo Assis, “Precisamos falar sobre desigualdade,” Estado de S. Paulo January 8, 2018 
Paul De Grauwe, “Meer gelijkheid op vredelievende wijze. Kan het?” Morgen January 8, 2018 
Bill Bonner, “History proves it – you can’t drain the swamp,” Capital & Conflict January 11, 2018 
Ana Clara Costa, “A catástrofe é igualitária,” Veja January 12, 2018 
Elfren S. Cruz, “Income inequality and violence,” Philippine Star January 14, 2018 (with the follow-up 

“Equality without violence,” Philippine Star January 18, 2018) 
Vinícius Müller, “Entre o sangue da Direita e o sangue da Esquerda, a criatividade está no centro,” 
Estadão January 15, 2018 
Øystein Kløvstad Langberg, “Forskeren har studert økonomisk ulikhet fra steinalderen til i dag. Han 
har dårlige nyheter,” Aftenposten January 21, 2018 
Camilla Vera Motas, “Da Roma Antiga ao século 20, violência foi fator-chave para reduzir desigualdade, 
diz historiador,” BBC Brasil January 21, 2018 
Ate Hetland, “A shared future in a fractured world,” Nation January 25, 2018 
Rune Lykkeberg, “Glem globalisering og teknologisk udvikling: den overvejende samfundstendens er, 
at uligheden stiger,” Information January 27, 2018 
Thomas Mahler, “Faut-il un conflit nucléaire ou une épidémie pour réduire les inégalités?” Le Point 
February 24, 2018 
Cándido Marquesán, “Paz y estabilidad igual a desigualdad,” El Periódico de Aragón February 24, 2018 
Daniel Marques Soarez, “La cura de la desigualdad,” La Hora March 21, 2018 
Hilbrand Rozema, “Rampen verkleinen kloof tussen arm en rijk,” Nederlands Dagblad April 12, 2018 
Dirk Vlasblom, “Historicus Walter Scheidel: ‘De mens doet te weinig tegen ongelijkheid,’” NRC 
Handelsblad April 26, 2018 
Álvaro Soto, “La guerra, el camino más corto hacia la igualdad,” syndicated in several Grupo Vocento 
newspapers, May 2, 2018 
Eric Schansberg, “Income inequality: the cure may be worse than the disease,” Goshen News May 16, 
2018 
Per Molander, “Så kan en modern välfärdspolitik rida ikapp apokalypsens ryttare,” Dagens Nyheter June 
28, 2018 
Cándido Marquesán Millán, “Dos propuestas contra la desigualdad: la de Walter Scheidel y la de 
Norberto Bobbio,” Nueva Tribuna July 7, 2018 
Mey Borjun, “Dunia tanpa kesenjangan ekonomi, kematian massal jawabannya,” Pedoman Bengkulu 
September 6, 2018 

https://blogs.elconfidencial.com/espana/postpolitica/2017-09-08/violencia-igualdad_1440303/
https://www.respekt.cz/tydenik/2017/38/obscenni-moznosti
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/want-to-level-income-inequality-so-far-only-war-and-disease-have-worked-2017-09-18
https://heleo.com/conversation-the-secret-to-understanding-income-inequality/17007/
http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/interrogation/2017/11/is_violence_the_only_way_to_end_inequality.html
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/what-trudeau-isnt-saying-about-inequality/article37088779/
http://www.truth-out.org/news/item/42806-how-socialism-can-replace-mass-death-as-a-tool-for-leveling-inequality
http://www.wienerzeitung.at/nachrichten/wirtschaft/international/933935_Im-Teufelskreis.html?em_cnt_page=3
https://www.themarker.com/magazine/1.4653537
https://www.ft.com/content/47e3e014-e3ea-11e7-97e2-916d4fbac0da
http://www.atlantico.fr/decryptage/inegalites-livre-perturbant-qui-soutient-que-seules-guerres-ou-destructions-ont-permis-remettre-pendules-zero-au-cours-histoire-3263130.html
http://www.atlantico.fr/decryptage/inegalites-livre-perturbant-qui-soutient-que-seules-guerres-ou-destructions-ont-permis-remettre-pendules-zero-au-cours-histoire-3263130.html
http://economia.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,precisamos-falar-sobre-desigualdade,70002142065
https://www.demorgen.be/opinie/meer-gelijkheid-op-vredelievende-wijze-kan-het-baa997d3/
https://www.capitalandconflict.com/geopolitics/history-proves-it-you-cant-drain-the-swamp/
https://veja.abril.com.br/revista-veja/a-catastrofe-e-igualitaria/
http://beta.philstar.com/opinion/2018/01/14/1777552/income-inequality-and-violence
http://beta.philstar.com/opinion/2018/01/18/1778793/equality-without-violence
http://cultura.estadao.com.br/blogs/estado-da-arte/entre-o-sangue-da-direita-e-o-sangue-da-esquerda-a-criatividade-esta-no-centro/
https://www.aftenposten.no/verden/i/BJ3jG7/Forskeren-har-studert-okonomisk-ulikhet-fra-steinalderen-til-i-dag-Han-har-darlige-nyheter
https://www.aftenposten.no/verden/i/BJ3jG7/Forskeren-har-studert-okonomisk-ulikhet-fra-steinalderen-til-i-dag-Han-har-darlige-nyheter
http://www.bbc.com/portuguese/geral-42723741
http://www.bbc.com/portuguese/geral-42723741
https://nation.com.pk/25-Jan-2018/a-shared-future-in-a-fractured-world
https://www.information.dk/debat/2018/01/glem-globalisering-teknologisk-udvikling-overvejende-samfundstendens-uligheden-stiger
https://www.information.dk/debat/2018/01/glem-globalisering-teknologisk-udvikling-overvejende-samfundstendens-uligheden-stiger
http://www.lepoint.fr/histoire/faut-il-un-conflit-nucleaire-ou-une-epidemie-pour-reduire-les-inegalites-24-02-2018-2197607_1615.php
http://www.elperiodicodearagon.com/noticias/opinion/paz-estabilidad-igual-desigualdad_1266709.html
https://lahora.com.ec/noticia/1102143908/la-cura-de-la-desigualdad
https://www.nd.nl/nieuws/nederland/rampen-verkleinen-kloof-tussen-arm-en-rijk.2987168.lynkx
https://www.nrc.nl/nieuws/2018/04/26/de-mens-doet-te-weinig-tegen-ongelijkheid-a1600944
http://www.elnortedecastilla.es/culturas/libros/walter-scheidel-nuevo-libro-20180502224253-ntrc.html
http://www.goshennews.com/opinion/point-of-view-income-inequality-the-cure-may-be-worse/article_e040199e-3d3c-5924-bf61-76b577e82772.html
https://www.dn.se/kultur-noje/sa-kan-en-modern-valfardspolitik-rida-ikapp-apokalypsens-ryttare/
https://www.nuevatribuna.es/opinion/candido-marquesan-millan/propuestas-desigualdad-walter-scheidel-norberto-bobbio/20180706132123153702.html
https://www.nuevatribuna.es/opinion/candido-marquesan-millan/propuestas-desigualdad-walter-scheidel-norberto-bobbio/20180706132123153702.html
http://pedomanbengkulu.com/2018/09/dunia-tanpa-kesenjangan-ekonomi-kematian-massal-jawabannya/


 

5 

 

José M. Domínguez Martínez, “Los terribles jinetes del apocalipsis igualadores,” Diario Sur September 
9, 2018 
“How to fix inequality,” Open Future, Economist.com September 10, 2018 
Cory Doctorow, “History’s solutions to runaway inequality: warfare, revolution, state collapse and 
plague,” Boing Boing September 11, 2018 
Alexandra Stockmeyer, “Historiker: Ausgleich Arm-Reich gab es historisch nur durch Gewalt,” Austria 
Presse Agentur September 24, 2018 
Nam-Gyue Kang, “정치적 불평등이 경제적 불평등을 조장한다” and “피케티 “누진세로 불평등 완화” vs 샤이델 “현실적으로 

불가능”,” Joongang Ilbo September 29, 2018 

Louis Putterman, “Inequality and violence,” Psychology Today October 22, 2018 
Dietmar Mascher, “Die grosse Illusion von der Gleichheit,” Oberösterreichische Nachrichten December 
7, 2018 
“Kriege bringen Gleichheit,” Katapult December 13, 2018 
Luís Caetano & Suzana Ramos, “Última Edição,” RTP, January 7, 2019 
Alejandro Garvie, “Desigualdad y violencia,” Nuevos Papeles January 9, 2019 
Jean-Pierre Robin, “Seules les guerres, les violences et les épidémies réduisent les inégalités,” Figaro Vox 
February 3, 2019 
“Diritto & Rovescio,” Italia Oggi February 6, 2019 
“La guerra, “El gran anivellador?”” TV3, Televisió de Catalunya February 19, 2019 
Olivier Postel-Vinay, “Seule la violence a permis de réduire les inégalités,” Books no. 97, May 2019, 12-14 
Martina Wehlte, SWR2, May 6, 2019 
“Katastrophen nivellieren laut Walter Scheidel die Ungleichheit,” Tiroler Tageszeitung May 7, 2019 
Paolo Mieli, “La violenza rende uguali,” Corriere della Sera October 8, 2019 
Benedetto Vecchi, “Il nesso ineludibile tra la borsa e la vita,” il manifesto November 19, 2019 
Piero Di Domenico, “Dalla preistoria a oggi, l’inquieto cammino della disuguaglianza,” Corriere di 
Bologna November 20, 2019 
Oscar Iarussi, “Ma c’è davvero rimedio alla disuguaglianza?” Gazetta del Mezzogiorno November 21, 
2019 
Alessandro Zaccuri, “Quella disuguaglianza che accompagna la storia dell'uomo,” Avvenire November 
23, 2019 
Claudio Cumani, “Noi, sempre più diseguali è la nuova apocalisse,” QN November 24, 2019 
Emanuela Giampaoli, “La disuguaglianza, un Mulino a vento,” La Repubblica (Bologna) November 24, 
2019 
Massimo Marino, “Disuguaglianze sociali nella storia, il ruolo della violenza,” Corriere di Bologna 
November 24, 2019 
Daan Ballegeer and Hella Hueck, “Alleen een flinke ramp kan ongelijkheid verkleinen,” Financieele 
Dagblad December 8, 2019 
Gabriele De Stefani, “L’eguaglianza irrompe nella storia solo con la violenza,” La Stampa, December 31, 
2019 
José Hilario López, “Historia de la inequidad,” El Espectador January 27, 2020 
Gianfranco Sabatini, “Disuguaglianza distributiva e stabilità sociale,” Avanti! March 3, 2020 
Michele Boldrin and Paolo Bizzarri, Libri Oltre November 2, 2020 
Thibaut Sardier, “Walter Scheidel: “Seuls des chocs violents sont susceptibles de réduire durablement 
les inégalités,”” Libération March 19, 2021 
Rainer Zitelmann, “Gewalt ist der grosse Gleichmacher in der Geschichte,” wallstreet:online June 12, 
2021 
Jean-Claude Rennwald, “Contre les inegalités: le role moteur du syndicalisme,” L’Événement Syndical 
October 13, 2021 

https://www.diariosur.es/opinion/terribles-jinetes-apocalipsis-20180908200042-nt.html
https://www.economist.com/open-future/2018/09/10/how-to-fix-inequality
https://boingboing.net/2018/09/11/eat-the-rich-4.html
https://boingboing.net/2018/09/11/eat-the-rich-4.html
https://science.apa.at/site/natur_und_technik/detail?key=SCI_20180924_SCI39351351644569532
https://news.joins.com/article/23006012
https://news.joins.com/article/23006013
https://news.joins.com/article/23006013
https://www.psychologytoday.com/gb/blog/the-good-the-bad-the-economy/201810/inequality-and-violence
https://www.nachrichten.at/nachrichten/wirtschaft/Die-grosse-Illusion-von-der-Gleichheit;art15,3081523
https://mobile.katapult-magazin.de/index.php?mpage=a&l=0&artID=744
https://www.rtp.pt/play/p303/e382943/ultima-edicao
http://www.nuevospapeles.com/nota/16902-desigualdad-y-violencia
http://www.lefigaro.fr/vox/economie/2019/02/03/31007-20190203ARTFIG00133-seules-les-guerres-les-violences-et-les-epidemies-reduisent-les-inegalites.php
https://www.italiaoggi.it/news/diritto-rovescio-2333440
https://www.ccma.cat/tv3/alacarta/valor-afegit/la-guerra-el-gran-anivellador/video/5823308/
https://www.books.fr/walter-scheidel-violence-reduire-inegalites%e2%80%89/
https://www.swr.de/swr2/programm/sendungen/lesenswert/swr2-lesenswert-kritik-walter-scheidel-nach-dem-krieg-sind-alle-gleich/-/id=659892/did=23812362/nid=659892/132cgd8/index.html
https://www.tt.com/ticker/15616147/katastrophen-nivellieren-laut-walter-scheidel-die-ungleichheit
https://ilmanifesto.it/walter-scheidel-e-il-nesso-ineludibile-tra-la-borsa-e-la-vita/
https://www.lagazzettadelmezzogiorno.it/news/analisi/1188741/ma-c-e-davvero-rimedio-alla-disuguaglianza.html
https://www.avvenire.it/agora/pagine/quella-disuguaglianza-che-accompagna-luomo
https://fd.nl/economie-politiek/1325360/alleen-een-flinke-ramp-kan-ongelijkheid-verkleinen?_ga=2.155382779.1571570587.1575834122-458415672.1575834122
https://www.elespectador.com/opinion/historia-de-la-inequidad-columna-901726
http://www.avantionline.it/walter-scheidel-disuguaglianza-distributiva-e-stabilita-sociale/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pbZvTrMm518&feature=youtu.be
https://www.liberation.fr/idees-et-debats/walter-scheidel-seuls-des-chocs-violents-sont-susceptibles-de-reduire-durablement-les-inegalites-20210319_CPIQ3OBSBBDG3II5Y62W2MDL7M/
https://www.liberation.fr/idees-et-debats/walter-scheidel-seuls-des-chocs-violents-sont-susceptibles-de-reduire-durablement-les-inegalites-20210319_CPIQ3OBSBBDG3II5Y62W2MDL7M/
https://broadstreet.blog/2021/06/07/from-conquest-to-centralization/
https://www.evenement.ch/articles/contre-les-inegalites-le-role-moteur-du-syndicalisme


 

6 

 

Giuseppe di Tonto and Ernesto Perillo, Il Bollettino di Clio 17, July 2022, 11-18 
Louis Vanfraechem, “El gran anivellador: els quatre genets de l’apocalipsi,” Esperit 4/28, May 7, 2023 
Anne Guion, “Seul un effondrement pourrait niveler les inégalités,” L’atlas des inégalités, Le Monde/La 
Vie no.43, October 19, 2023, 48-49 

See also pages 11-13 

 
Radio and television interviews, reports and podcasts 

Razia Iqbal, “Newshour” (BBC World Service, January 18, 2016) 
Tom Ashbrook, “On Point” (NPR-WBUR, December 14, 2016) 
Richard J. Eskow, “The Zero Hour” (January 27, 2017) 
Janice Stein, “Disrupting the Global Order” (January 30, 2017) 
Jefferson Smith, “XRAY In The Morning” (KXRY, February 15, 2017) 
Scott Lanman and Daniel Moss, “Benchmark” (Bloomberg News, February 23, 2017) 
Karla Heredia (Circuito Éxitos Unión Radio, February 2017) 
Sean Moncrieff, “Moncrieff” (Newstalk, March 2017) 
Dave Ross (KIRO, March 2017) 
Andrew Krystal, “Krystal Nation” (SiriusXM, March 11/12, 2017) 
Kara Miller, “Innovation Hub” (PRI/WGBH, March 17, 2017) 
Richard Aedy, “The Money” (Australian Broadcasting Corporation, March 23, 2017) 
“Market Wrap with Moe Ansari” (Wall Street Business Network, March 27, 2017) 
Marlene Nowotny (ORF, March 2017) 
Joanna Bostock (FM4.ORF, March 2017) 
“Standard Economics” (dSt.at, March 30, 2017) 
Keith Pluymers and Patrick Wyman, “History Matters” (April 7, 2017) 
“Saturday Morning with Kim Hill” (Radio New Zealand, April 8, 2017) 
Bill Mares, “Commentary Series” (Vermont Public Radio, April 17, 2017) 
Andrew Krystal, “Krystal Nation” (Sirius XM, April 23, 2017) 
Mitch Jeserich, “Letters and Politics” (KPFA, April 27, 2017) 
“Business Book Podcast” (Financial Times, October 5, 2017) 
Audrey Borowski, “The great leveler” (New Books Network, October 19, 2017) 
Alex Jensen, “This Morning” (tbs eFM, Seoul, November 6, 2017) 
Annabelle Quince, “Rear Vision” (Australian Broadcasting Corporation, February 18, 2018) 
Jerome McDonnell, “Worldview” (WBEZ, March 21, 2018) 
Chuck Mertz, “This Is Hell!” (WNUR, July 21, 2018) 
Jesse Ventura, “The World According to Jesse” (RT, August 11, 2018) 
Nick Hanauer, “Pitchfork Economics” (TYT, December 11, 2018) 
“Lesart” (Deutschlandfunk Kultur, January 26, 2019) 
Vanya Visnjic, “Ancient Greece Declassified” (May 2019) 
Ricardo Teperman, “Rádio Companhia” (May 14, 2020) 
Hervé Gardette, “La transition” (France Culture, February 3, 2021) 
Olivia Gesbert, “La grande table des idées” (France Culture, February 9, 2021) 
Constance de Bonnaventure, “Le Jour du Seigneur” (France Télévisions March 3, 2021) 
Emmanuel Lechypre, “La libraire de l’éco” (BFM TV March 26, 2021) 
“Uguaglianza e disuguaglianza nella storia” (Casadeipensieri Bologna September 16, 2022) 
Fernanda Familiar, “¡Qué tal Fernanda!” (Imagen Radio February 3, 2023) 
 
  

https://www.clio92.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/bollettino-clio92_luglio-2022.pdf
https://esperit.cat/el-gran-anivellador-els-quatre-genets-de-l-apocalipsi
https://boutique.lemonde.fr/hors-series/2459-atlas-des-inegalites-.html
http://www.wbur.org/onpoint/2016/12/14/income-inequality-past-present-future
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YneVHKy3wgM
http://hwcdn.libsyn.com/p/d/9/5/d954a3793f139b60/DTGO_Ep_11_Scheidel_HF_final.mp3?c_id=13974534&expiration=1485816457&hwt=febfcf2a034d3e12c146498ae26ff72a
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-02-23/fix-inequality-now-be-careful-what-you-wish-for
https://soundcloud.com/innovationhub/the-cycle-of-violence-and-inequality
http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/themoney/why-is-economic-inequality-on-the-rise-and-what-stops-it-gettin/8379960
https://www.acast.com/marketwrapwithmoebusinessfinancialanalysisoninvestingstocksbondspersonalfinanceandretirementplanning/the-great-leveler-violence-and-the-history-of-inequality-from-the-stone-age-to-the-21st-century
https://soundcloud.com/standard-economics/geschichte-der-ungleichheit-walter-scheidel
https://soundcloud.com/historymatterspodcast/episode-7-how-to-level-economic-inequality
http://www.radionz.co.nz/audio/player?audio_id=201839696
http://digital.vpr.net/post/mares-drivers-economic-leveling#stream/0
https://kpfa.org/episode/letters-and-politics-april-27-2017/
https://www.ft.com/content/99dbfdec-a8ef-11e7-ab55-27219df83c97
http://newbooksnetwork.com/walter-scheidel-the-great-leveler-violence-and-the-history-of-inequality-princeton-up-2017/
https://player.fm/series/tbs-efm-this-morning-1273459/1106-this-mornings-person-great-leveler-violence-and-the-history-of-inequality
http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/rearvision/eonomic-inequality/9435276
https://www.wbez.org/shows/worldview/walter-scheidel-from-stone-age-to-now-only-violence-ends-economic-inequality/fdf33c65-a490-48ae-bc2b-84a22dda03c3
https://www.thisishell.com/announcements/355
https://www.rt.com/shows/the-world-according-to-jesse/435703-lebron-james-alex-jones/
http://traffic.megaphone.fm/PPY1633077651.mp3
https://player.fm/series/lesart-das-literaturmagazin-deutschlandfunk-kultur-2468043/walter-scheidel-nach-dem-krieg-sind-alle-gleich-was-hilft-gegen-ungleichheit
http://greecepodcast.com/episode24.html
http://www.blogdacompanhia.com.br/conteudos/visualizar/Radio-Companhia-110-Violencia-e-a-historia-da-desigualdade-uma-analise-do-livro-de-Walter-Scheidel6
https://www.franceculture.fr/emissions/la-transition/une-bonne-guerre-et-tout-ira-mieux
https://www.franceculture.fr/emissions/la-grande-table-idees/pandemie-le-monde-dapres-sera-t-il-plus-inegal
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kHGYFF9I8Zs
https://www.bfmtv.com/economie/replay-emissions/la-librairie-de-l-eco/le-duel-des-critiques-une-histoire-des-inegalites-de-walter-scheidel-ed-actes-sud-26-03_VN-202103260508.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7YyofI12Law
https://www.imagenradio.com.mx/la-recomendacion-del-libro-el-gran-nivelador-walter-scheidel


 

7 

 

Reviews 

Kirkus Reviews December 15, 2016 
Niklas Ekdal, “På fördelningsfronten intet nytt,” Dagens Nyheter January 18, 2017 
Gregory Clark, “The surest cure for inequality,” Wall Street Journal January 21, 2017 
Mark Mazower, “The endless exodus: three millennia of fearing and depending on refugees,” Financial 
Times February 10, 2017 
Glenn Altschuler, “There are four ways to reduce inequality and all of them are bad,” Huffington Post 
March 1, 2017 
“Apocalypse then: only catastrophic events really reduce inequality, according to a historical survey,” 
Economist March 4, 2017 (with Buttonwood, “Is inequality here to stay?,” Economist.com April 1, 2017) 
Victoria Bateman, Times Higher Education March 9, 2017 
Aaron Reeves, “The architecture of inequality,” Nature 543, March 16, 2017 
Crawford Kilian, “The high price of inequality,” Tyee March 16, 2017 
Paul Mason, “An end to inequality?” Guardian March 29, 2017 
Ian Morris, “The growing divide,” BBC History Magazine April 2017 
Joel Pinheiro da Fonseca, “Queremos diminuir a desigualdade?” Exame April 1, 2017 
New Yorker April 10, 2017 
Diego Castañeda, “¿Es la tragedia la gran fuerza igualadora de la historia?” Nexos April 27, 2017 
Mark Koyama, Public Choice May 18, 2017 
Laura Betzig, Human Nature May 19, 2017 
David Cohen, “A solução para a desigualdade?” Exame May 27, 2017 
Martin Wolf, “Summer Books 2017,” Financial Times June 23, 2017 
Alberto Mingardi, Economic Affairs 37.2, 2017, 338-339 
Beau Weston, Choice 54.11, July 2017 
Michael Mann, Millennium July 18, 2017 
Ben Collyer, “Learning to be fair: lessons from the deep past,” New Scientist July 26, 2017 
Ermanno Bencivenga, “Catastrofi castiga-ricchi,” Il Sole 24 Ore July 30, 2017 
Victor Davis Hanson, “Equal by catastrophe,” Inference August 2, 2017 (with the response by Vincent Goulding, 

“Remedies worse than the disease,” Inference 3.3) 
Timur Kuran, “What kills inequality,” Foreign Affairs August 15, 2017 
Anthony Comegna, “History is a horrible thing,” Libertarianism.org (Cato Institute), August 16, 2017 = 
Cato Journal 37.3 (Fall 2017), 580-585 
Eivind Hoff-Elimari, “En ubehagelig sannhet om økonomisk ulikhet,” Agenda Magasin August 17, 2017 
Norman A. Bailey, “The great … what?” World Affairs 180, 2017, 142-145 
Sarah Wilson, Business History Review 91.3, Autumn 2017, 589-592 
Guy Lancaster, Political Studies Review September 14, 2017 
Mårten Ericson, “Jämlikhet förutsätter våld,” Smedjan September 15, 2017 
Avner Offer, “Abandon hope?” Times Literary Supplement September 22, 2017 
Terhi Ravaska, “Eriarvoisuuden pitkä historia,” Talous ya Yhteiskunta 2017, no. 3, 33 
Hristiyan Atanasov, Economic Alternatives 2017, no. 3, 486-488 
Bill O’Grady, “The four horsemen of leveling: a book review,” Weekly Geopolitical Report, Confluence 
Investment Management, October 9, 2017 
Ian McLennan, “The great leveler: violence and the history of inequality,” Spear’s October 17, 2017 
James C. Scott, “Take your pick,” London Review of Books October 19, 2017 
Henrik Höjer, “Ojämlikhet här för att stanna?” Forskning & Framsted October 20, 2017 
Petr Kain, “Jak odstranit ekonomickou nerovnost,” Česká pozice November 8, 2017 
Thomas Lepeltier, “The great leveler,” Sciences Humaines November 11, 2017 

https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/walter-scheidel/the-great-leveler/
http://www.dn.se/arkiv/kultur/pa-fordelningsfronten-intet-nytt/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/the-surest-cure-for-inequality-1484948199
https://www.ft.com/content/fdeb05b6-ed2a-11e6-ba01-119a44939bb6?lf-content=184455545:649310047&hubRefSrc=permalink
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/there-are-four-ways-to-reduce-inequality-and-all-of_us_58b6c207e4b0658fc20f9bfb
http://www.economist.com/news/books-and-arts/21717801-only-catastrophe-truly-reduces-inequality-according-historical-survey-lessons?fsrc=scn/tw/te/bl/ed/apocalypsethenthelessonsofviolenceandinequalitythroughtheages
http://www.economist.com/blogs/buttonwood/2017/04/war-plague-capital-flows-and-factories?fsrc=rss
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/books/review-the-great-leveler-walter-scheidel-princeton-university-press
http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/v543/n7645/full/543312a.html
https://thetyee.ca/Culture/2017/03/16/High-Price-of-Equality/
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2017/mar/29/the-great-leveller-walter-scheidel-review-paul-mason
http://exame.abril.com.br/economia/queremos-diminuir-a-desigualdade/
http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2017/04/10/one-of-the-boys-class-the-great-leveler-and-word-by-word
http://economia.nexos.com.mx/?p=352
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11127-017-0456-6
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12110-017-9293-z
http://wp.wboton.com/privado/2017-1/05/27/a-solucao-para-a-desigualdade/
https://www.ft.com/content/5cf6a4b8-579b-11e7-9fed-c19e2700005f?mhq5j=e2
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/wol1/doi/10.1111/ecaf.12242/full
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0305829817721097
https://www.newscientist.com/article/mg23531360-700-learning-to-be-fair-lessons-from-the-deep-past/
http://inference-review.com/article/equal-by-catastrophe
http://inference-review.com/article/remedies-worse-than-the-disease
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/reviews/review-essay/2017-08-15/what-kills-inequality
https://www.libertarianism.org/columns/history-is-horrible-thing-book-review-scheidels-emthe-great-levelerem
https://object.cato.org/sites/cato.org/files/serials/files/cato-journal/2017/9/cato-journal-v37n3-15-updated.pdf
https://agendamagasin.no/anmeldelser/en-ubehagelig-sannhet/
https://www.jstor.org/stable/26369535?seq=1
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/business-history-review/article/great-leveler-violence-and-the-history-of-inequality-from-the-stone-age-to-the-twentyfirst-century/9F04C0402D18B9D0676017D4BA59CCDA/core-reader
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1478929917719411
https://timbro.se/smedjan/jamlikhet-forutsatter-vald/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/articles/private/the-great-leveler/
http://www.labour.fi/ty/tylehti/talous-yhteiskunta-32017/walter-scheidel-the-great-leveler-violence-and-the-history-of-inequality-from-the-stone-age-to-the-twenty-first-century/
http://www.unwe.bg/uploads/Alternatives/11_Alternativi_english_broi_3_2017_rev.pdf
http://www.confluenceinvestment.com/wp-content/uploads/weekly_geopolitical_report_10_9_2017.pdf
http://www.spearswms.com/book-review-great-leveller-violence-history-inequality/
https://www.lrb.co.uk/v39/n20/james-c-scott/take-your-pick
http://fof.se/tidning/2017/9/artikel/ojamlikhet-har-for-att-stanna
http://ceskapozice.lidovky.cz/jak-odstranit-ekonomickou-nerovnost-dsx-/recenze.aspx?c=A171105_142619_pozice-recenze_lube
https://www.scienceshumaines.com/the-great-leveler_fr_38968.html


 

8 

 

Edoardo Campanella, “Inequality and the coming storm,” Project Syndicate December 8, 2017 = 
“Disugualianze di reddito: la tempesta perfetta,” Il Sole 24 Ore January 30, 2018 
David Rollison, Social History 43, 2018, 126-128. 
Erik Bengtsson, “Högerperspektiv på ojämlikhetens grunder,” Dagens Arena January 10, 2018 
Bas van Bavel, Economic History Review 71.1, February 2018, 369-370 
Burkhard Luber, “The great leveler,” Milieu February 1, 2018 
Armando Montenegro, “La gran niveladora,” El Espectador February 3, 2018 
Brandon Turner, “The rich you will always have with you,” Law and Liberty February 12, 2018 
Roberto Iacono, LSE Review of Books, February 23, 2018 (third most popular LSE book review of 2018) 
Trevor Jackson, “After Piketty, Sutch, Scheidel, and the new study of ineqality,” Journal of the History of 
Ideas Blog April 4, 2018 
Jesús Mota, El Pais April 20, 2018 
Peter Brooke, “Le meilleur moyen de réduire les inégalités? La violence…,” Phébé par Le Point, April 
2018 
Reuven S. Avi-Yonah and Orli K. Avi-Yonah, “Be careful what you wish for? Reducing inequality in the 
twenty-first century,” Michigan Law Review 116.6, 2018, 1001-1018 
Lorenzo B. Muñoz, “El gran nivelador,” Aceprensa May 14, 2018 
Stefan Wally, “The great leveler,” Pro Zukunft May 17, 2018 
Richard Bessel, New Global Studies June 23, 2018 
Jeremy Milloy, Labour 81, 2018, 318-319 
Martijn Lak, Tijdschrift voor Sociale en Economische Geschiedenis 15.1 (2018), 124-126 
Daniel Hoyer, “Pulling a little optimism out of a very grim account of global inequality,” Cliodynamics 
9.1 (2018), 130-142 
Peter N. Stearns, Journal of Interdisciplinary History 49 (2018), 141-142 
Lennart Gilhaus, sehepunkte 18, no.7/8 (2018) 
D. H. Valero, ViaNews August 3, 2018 
Sven Günther, Historische Zeitschrift 307 (2018), 140-141 
Ulla Fölsing, “Die Gleichmacher,” Frankfurter Allgemeine September 24, 2018 
Pere Rusiñol, “El gran nivelador: luces largas e una conclusion perturbadora,” Alternativas Económicas 
64, November 2018 
Lutz Siebentag, “Vermögen, Gini, und die vier apokalyptischen Reiter,” Private Banker November 27, 
2018 
Anna Faktorovich, Pennsylvania Literary Journal Fall 2018 
Michael J. Watts, “It’s all over now, Baby Blue,” American Historical Review 123 (2018), 1583-1595 
Urs Hafner, “Nur Gewalt bringt Gleichheit – aber stören sich die Menschen überhaupt an 
Ungleichheit?” Neue Zürcher Zeitung December 20, 2018 
Konstantin Chatziathanasiou, International Journal of Constitutional Law 16 (2018), 1376-1380 
David A. Warburton, Akkadica 139 (2018), 83-108 
Martyna B. Linartas, “Inequality in the twenty-first century: a review of rockstars on the realm,” 
trAndeS working paper 6, 2018 
Lionel Kesztenbaum, “Origine et fondements de l’égalité,” La Vie des Idées January 7, 2019 
Hans von Trotha, “Die vier apokalyptischen Reiter der Gleichheit,” Deutschlandfunk Kultur January 14, 
2019 
Marc Buggeln, “Nach dem Krieg sind alle gleich,” H-Soz-Kult January 24, 2019 
Roland Mischke, “Ohne Gewalt kein Reichtum für alle,” Westdeutsche Allgemeine Zeitung January 27, 
2019 
Anastasia Piliavsky, “Inequality or death,” Anthropology of this Century 24, January 2019 
Armin Jähne, “Der Krieg – ein grosser Gleichmacher?” Neues Deutschland March 21, 2019 

https://www.project-syndicate.org/onpoint/inequality-and-the-coming-storm-by-edoardo-campanella-2017-12
http://www.ilsole24ore.com/art/commenti-e-idee/2018-01-10/disugualianze-reddito-tempesta-perfetta-132151.shtml?uuid=AE1LTcfD
https://www-tandfonline-com.stanford.idm.oclc.org/doi/abs/10.1080/03071022.2017.1397364
http://www.dagensarena.se/magasinetarena/hogerperspektiv-pa-ojamlikhetens-grunder/
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com.stanford.idm.oclc.org/doi/10.1111/ehr.12692/full
http://www.dasmili.eu/art/the-great-leveler/
https://www.elespectador.com/opinion/la-gran-niveladora-columna-737026
http://www.libertylawsite.org/book-review/the-rich-you-will-always-have-with-you/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/lsereviewofbooks/2018/02/23/book-review-the-great-leveler-violence-and-the-history-of-inequality-from-the-stone-age-to-the-twenty-first-century-by-walter-scheidel/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/lsereviewofbooks/2018/12/20/lse-rb-year-in-review-the-top-12-book-reviews-of-2018-part-two/
https://jhiblog.org/2018/04/04/review-essay-after-piketty-sutch-scheidel-and-the-new-study-of-inequality/?c=9217#comment-9217
https://elpais.com/cultura/2018/04/18/babelia/1524058412_010891.html
https://phebe.lepoint.fr/le-meilleur-moyen-de-reduire-les-inegalites-la-violence-2143895
http://michiganlawreview.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/116MichLRev1001_Avi-Yonah.pdf
http://michiganlawreview.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/116MichLRev1001_Avi-Yonah.pdf
https://www.aceprensa.com/m/articles/el-gran-nivelador/
http://www.prozukunft.org/v1/2018/05/the-great-leveler/
https://www.degruyter.com/view/j/ngs.ahead-of-print/ngs-2018-0034/ngs-2018-0034.xml
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/695443/pdf
https://www.tseg.nl/articles/abstract/1012/
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/0hb2v9j1
https://www-mitpressjournals-org.stanford.idm.oclc.org/toc/jinh/49/01
http://www.sehepunkte.de/2018/07/30917.html
https://via-news.es/el-gran-nivelador-walter-scheidel-critica/
https://www.degruyter.com/view/j/hzhz.2018.307.issue-1/hzhz-2018-1293/hzhz-2018-1293.xml?format=INT
https://www.buecher.de/shop/kulturgeschichte/nach-dem-krieg-sind-alle-gleich/scheidel-walter/products_products/detail/prod_id/52412818/
https://alternativaseconomicas.coop/articulo/el-gran-nivelador-luces-largas-y-una-conclusion-perturbadora
http://private-banker.online/news/alle-studien.html
https://anaphoraliterary.com/journals/plj/plj-excerpts/book-reviews-fall-2018/
https://academic.oup.com/ahr/article-abstract/123/5/1583/5221041?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://www.nzz.ch/feuilleton/walter-scheidel-legt-eine-grosse-geschichte-der-ungleichheit-vor-ld.1445675
https://www.nzz.ch/feuilleton/walter-scheidel-legt-eine-grosse-geschichte-der-ungleichheit-vor-ld.1445675
https://academic.oup.com/icon/article-abstract/16/4/1376/5297621
https://refubium.fu-berlin.de/handle/fub188/23424
https://laviedesidees.fr/Origine-et-fondements-de-l-egalite.html
https://www.deutschlandfunkkultur.de/walter-scheidel-nach-dem-krieg-sind-alle-gleich-eine.950.de.html?dram:article_id=438205
https://www.hsozkult.de/publicationreview/id/rezbuecher-30293
http://aotcpress.com/articles/inequality-death/
https://www.neues-deutschland.de/artikel/1114931.der-krieg-ein-grosser-gleichmacher.html


 

9 

 

Corey R. Payne, Journal of World-Systems Research 25 (2019), 200-205 
Jonathan Power, New York Journal of Books May 13, 2019 
Christoph Pfluger, “Wer hat, der wird verlieren,” Zeitpunkt May 27, 2019 
Darryl A. Phillips, Mediterranean Studies 27 (2019), 120-122 
Pim de Zwart, “The global history of inequality,” International Review of Social History July 8, 2019 
Edwin López Rivera, Cuadernos de Economía 77 (2019), 655-661 
Beatriz Rodríguez-Satizabal, Revista de Historia Industrial 28 (2019), 179-180 
William Easterly, Journal of Economic Literature 57 (2019), 955-971 
Olivier Godechot, “The great reaper: the unique equalizer?” European Journal of Sociology 60 (2019). 
510-516 
Valerio Calzolaio, Italiani January 22, 2020 
Denis Ivanov, European Societies 22 (2020), 149-151 
Chiara N. Foccacci and Francesco Maccelli, Pandora Rivista March 27, 2020 
Francesco Greco, Giornale di Puglia April 4, 2020 
Valerio Calzolaio, Mangialibri April 2020 
Jared M. McKinney, “Making, taking, and breaking in world history,” International Studies Review 22 
(2020), 714-715 
Pedro Ferreiro de Souza, “Sangue, sour e lágrimas,” Quatro Cinco Um September 11, 2020 
Marco Ferrario, “Su diseguaglianza e redistribuzione della ricchezza. La grande livellatrice di Scheidel,” 
Atlante October 6, 2020 
Jan Jaroš, Kultura21 October 20, 2020 
Jeremiah Alberg, European Legacy October 30, 2020 
Jakub Rákosník, Econom December 10, 2020 
Youness Bousenna, Socialter February 1, 2021 
Véronique Radier, “Peut-on vivre sans inégalités? Un historien creuse la question,” L’Obs February 7, 
2021 
Marianne Meunier, “La quête tragique de l’égalité des richesses,” La Croix L’Hebdo February 5, 2021 
Charles Jaigu, “L’egalité de masse, cette grande faucheuse,” FigaroVox February 9, 2021 = Le Figaro 
February 11, 2021 
Florent Godguin, “Une histoire-monde des inégalités,” L’Humanité February 16, 2021 
Christian Chavagneux, “30000 ans d’inégalités,” Alternatives Economiques March 12, 2021 
Jan Lukavec, “Jak draze platíme za benefity celospolečenských katastrof,” Denik N March 12, 2021 
Antoine Reverchon, “Une histoire des inégalités:” les catastrophes plus “efficacies” que les réformes 
pour redistribuer les richesses,” Le Monde March 12, 2021 
“¿La violencia es el element nivelador de la desigualdad?” El Economista – Revista IMEF March 19, 2021 
Jean-Marc Daniel, “Le livre éco de la semaine: la lutte contre les inégalités, un mauvais combat?” 
L’Express April 11, 2021 
Jean-Pierre Tirouflet, Oest France May 1, 2021 
Jean-Paul Champseix, “Les chocs violents contre les inégalités,” En attendant Nadeau May 13, 2021 
Danièle Garet, S!lience 500, June 2021 
Franck Damour, Études July 2021 
Laurent Testot, “Les vertus des catastrophes,” Sciences Humaines August/September 2021 
Yvon Poulin, Nuit Blanche 164, November 10, 2021 
Eugène Berg, Esprit December 2021 
Benedetta Tobagi, Maremosso October 25, 2022 
Leland C. Barrows, Comparative Civilizations Review 88 (2023), article 17 
 
  

https://jwsr.pitt.edu/ojs/index.php/jwsr/article/view/913
https://www.nyjournalofbooks.com/book-review/great-leveler
http://www.zeitpunkt.ch/index.php/wer-hat-der-wird-verlieren
https://scholarlypublishingcollective-org.stanford.idm.oclc.org/psup/mediterranean-studies/article/27/1/120/198890/The-Great-Leveler-Violence-and-the-History-of
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/international-review-of-social-history/article/global-history-of-inequality/DAEFC004BAF5EA157D49DA7F37A93268
https://dialnet.unirioja.es/descarga/articulo/7072272.pdf
http://revistes.ub.edu/index.php/HistoriaIndustrial/article/view/30166
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/jel.20191477&&from=f
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/european-journal-of-sociology-archives-europeennes-de-sociologie/article/great-reaper-the-unique-equalizer-walter-scheidel-the-great-leveler-violence-and-the-history-of-inequality-from-the-stone-age-to-the-twentyfirst-century-princeton-and-oxford-princeton-university-press-2017/7775E32251033E02E9963F8DF8D224A9
http://www.italiani.net/2020/01/22/la-grande-livellatrice-violenza-e-disuguaglianza-dalla-preistoria-a-oggi/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14616696.2019.1610786
https://www.pandorarivista.it/articoli/la-grande-livellatrice-di-walter-scheidel/
https://www.giornaledipuglia.com/2020/04/la-grande-livellatrice.html
http://www.mangialibri.com/libri/la-grande-livellatrice
https://academic.oup.com/isr/article-abstract/22/3/714/5804826
https://www.quatrocincoum.com.br/br/resenhas/historia/sangue-suor-e-lagrimas
https://www.treccani.it/magazine/atlante/cultura/Su_diseguaglianza_e_redistribuzione_della_ricchezza.html
https://www.kultura21.cz/historietradice/21016-argo-vydalo-dve-zajimave-knihy-o-minulosti-ktera-ovlivnuje-i-dnesek-recenze
https://www-tandfonline-com.stanford.idm.oclc.org/doi/full/10.1080/10848770.2020.1841401
https://ekonom.cz/c1-66855620-marne-snahy-o-narovnani-spolecenske-nerovnosti
https://www.socialter.fr/article/une-histoire-des-inegalites
https://www.nouvelobs.com/idees/20210207.OBS39870/peut-on-vivre-sans-inegalites-un-historien-creuse-la-question.html
https://www.lefigaro.fr/vox/charles-jaigu-l-egalite-de-masse-cette-grande-faucheuse-20210210
https://www.humanite.fr/essai-une-histoire-monde-des-inegalites-700167
https://www.alternatives-economiques.fr/30-000-ans-dinegalites/00098376
https://denikn.cz/560431/jak-draze-platime-za-benefity-celospolecenskych-katastrof/
https://www.lemonde.fr/idees/article/2021/03/12/une-histoire-des-inegalites-les-catastrophes-plus-efficaces-que-les-reformes-pour-redistibuer-les-richesses_6072838_3232.html
https://www.lemonde.fr/idees/article/2021/03/12/une-histoire-des-inegalites-les-catastrophes-plus-efficaces-que-les-reformes-pour-redistibuer-les-richesses_6072838_3232.html
https://www.eleconomista.com.mx/revistaimef/La-violencia-es-el-elemento-nivelador-de-la-desigualdad-20210319-0051.html
https://lexpansion.lexpress.fr/actualite-economique/le-livre-eco-de-la-semaine-la-lutte-contre-les-inegalites-un-mauvais-combat_2147799.html
https://culture-tops.ouest-france.fr/livres/une-histoire-des-inegalites-de-lage-de-pierre-au-xxie-siecle-5084/
https://www.en-attendant-nadeau.fr/2021/05/13/chocs-violents-inegalites-scheidel/
https://www.revuesilence.net/numeros/500-Ecouter-regarder-raconter/une-histoire-des-inegalites-de-l-age-de-pierre-au-xxie-siecle-de-walter
https://www.revue-etudes.com/article/une-histoire-des-inegalites-de-walter-scheidel-et-franck-damour-23577
https://www.scienceshumaines.com/les-vertus-des-catastrophes_fr_43668.html
https://nuitblanche.com/commentaire-lecture/une-histoire-des-inegalites-de-lage-de-pierre-au-xxie-siecle/
https://esprit.presse.fr/actualite-des-livres/eugene-berg/une-histoire-des-inegalites-de-l-age-de-pierre-au-xxie-siecle-de-walter-scheidel-43717
https://maremosso.lafeltrinelli.it/recensioni/la-grande-livellatrice-walter-scheidel-recensione
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/ccr/vol88/iss88/17/


 

10 

 

Excerpts and author’s essays 

“What tames inequality? Violence and mayhem,” Chronicle of Higher Education February 2, 2017 
“The only thing, historically, that’s curbed inequality: catastrophe,” Atlantic February 21, 2017 
“Inequality has historically been leveled only by terrible violence and upheaval,” Huffington Post 
February 23, 2017 
“How deprivation and the threat of violence made Sweden equal,” Zócalo Public Square April 19, 2017 
“Only cataclysm can cure inequality,” Boston Globe June 8, 2017 
“The only conquerors of inequality are the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse,” PBS Newshour (“Making 
Sen$e”) June 16, 2017 
“The bloodstained leveller,” Aeon June 19, 2017 
“The frightening truth about inequality: only violence and catastrophes have consistently reduced it 
over time,” LinkedIn Pulse October 7, 2017 
“Die vier apokalyptischen Reiter der Nivellierung,” Schweizer Monat no. 1051, November 2017, 12-17 
“La violence réduit les inégalités, enseigne l’histoire,” Le Monde December 1, 2017 
“How to fix inequality,” Open Future, Economist.com September 10, 2018 
“Kriege nivellieren Gesellschaften – wie gelingt friedliche Gleichmacherei?” WirtschaftsWoche 
September 14, 2018, 44-45 
“Disuguaglianza e violenza nella storia,” il Mulino 1/2020, March 18, 2020 
“Why the wealthy fear pandemics,” New York Times April 9, 2020 (online) & April 19, 2020 (print) 
“Does COVID-19 mean socialism or social collapse?” Spectator USA May 6, 2020 & Spectator Australia 
May 7, 2020 
“Inequality and instability in the time of COVID-19,” Inference May 18, 2020 
“Waiting for the great leveller,” Standpoint May 22, 2020 (online) & May/June 2020, 25-26 (print) 
“Pandemias letais estão entre as quatro rupturas violentas com efeitos sobre a desigualdade,” El País 
(Brasil) May 25, 2020 
“Don’t let this crisis go to waste,” Noema June 8, 2020 (online) & no. 1, Spring 2020, 70-75 (print) 
“The coronavirus pandemic and the future of economic inequality,” Social Research 87 (2020), 291-293 
“After Covid,” Liberties 1.2, Winter 2021, 217-238 
“L’histoire des inégalités vue à vol d’oiseau,” Cités 89, 2022, 21-25 
 
Presentations and events 

Europe Center, Stanford University, February 9, 2017 
Institute for Public Knowledge, New York University, February 15, 2017 
Population Center, UC Berkeley, March 2, 2017 
Austrian Academy of Sciences, Vienna, March 27, 2017 
Institute of Science and Technology Austria, Klosterneuburg, March 29, 2017 
H&S Council, Stanford University, May 4, 2017 
World Bank, Washington DC, May 11, 2017 
Stone Center for Socio-Economic Inequality, CUNY Graduate Center, June 7, 2017 
Skeptics Society, Altadena CA, June 11, 2017 
American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, San Francisco, September 2, 2017 
CLSA 24th Annual Investors’ Forum, Hong Kong, September 11, 2017 
Center for Study of Public Choice, George Mason University, October 4, 2017 
Central Intelligence Agency, October 5, 2017 and September 13, 2018 
Università Bocconi, Milan, November 20, 2017 
Bruno Kreisky Forum, Vienna, November 21, 2017 
London School of Economics, November 27, 2017 
Hewlett Foundation, Stanford, November 29, 2017 

http://www.chronicle.com/article/What-Tames-Inequality-/239074
https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2017/02/scheidel-great-leveler-inequality-violence/517164/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/inequality-violence_us_58ac8381e4b0c5148b041897?nze54o948nsqyqfr&section=us_world&section=us_world
http://www.zocalopublicsquare.org/2017/04/19/how-deprivation-and-threat-violence-made-seweden-equal/ideas/nexus/
https://www.bostonglobe.com/ideas/2017/06/08/only-cataclysm-can-cure-inequality/IUPTxGAyXwTIO3jVdDHPgM/story.html
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/making-sense/column-conquerors-inequality-four-horsemen-apocalypse/
https://aeon.co/essays/are-plagues-and-wars-the-only-ways-to-reduce-inequality
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/frightening-truth-inequality-only-violence-have-reduced-scheidel/
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/frightening-truth-inequality-only-violence-have-reduced-scheidel/
https://www.schweizermonat.ch/subscription_visitor/die-vier-apokalyptischen-reiter-der-nivellierung
http://www.lemonde.fr/idees/article/2017/12/01/la-violence-reduit-les-inegalites-enseigne-l-histoire_5223171_3232.html
https://www.economist.com/open-future/2018/09/10/how-to-fix-inequality
https://www.rivistailmulino.it/journal/issue/index/Issue/Journal:RWISSUE:7871
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/09/opinion/coronvairus-economy-history.html
https://spectator.us/covid-19-mean-socialism-social-collapse/
https://inference-review.com/report/inequality-and-instability-in-the-time-of-covid-19
https://standpointmag.co.uk/issues/may-june-2020/waiting-for-the-great-leveller/
https://brasil.elpais.com/cultura/2020-05-25/pandemias-letais-estao-entre-as-quatro-rupturas-violentas-com-efeitos-sobre-a-desigualdade.html
https://www.noemamag.com/dont-let-this-crisis-go-to-waste/
https://tec.fsi.stanford.edu/events/book-talk-great-leveler-walter-scheidel
https://ipk.nyu.edu/blog/events/book-talk-the-great-leveler/
https://vimeo.com/215953160
http://www.oeaw.ac.at/en/events-communication/events/eventdetail/article/das-grosse-gleichmachen/
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=dK1xiJBD97M
https://www.gc.cuny.edu/Page-Elements/Academics-Research-Centers-Initiatives/Centers-and-Institutes/Stone-Center-on-Socio-Economic-Inequality/Teaching-and-Training/Inequality-Workshop/2017-Inequality-Workshop
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r93ZZKnRu68
http://web.apsanet.org/apsa2017/
https://www.unibocconi.eu/wps/wcm/connect/46a34601-3a64-441b-9443-06d4e87c2ee6/Invito_EconomicandSocialSciencesLectures.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=lXHHjYE&CVID=lXHHjYE&CVID=lXHHjYE&CVID=lXHHjYE&CVID=lXHHjYE
http://www.kreisky-forum.org/public-events-2.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-0qsQux6zeI


 

11 

 

John F. Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University, February 26, 2018 
Department of Sociology, McGill University, March 23, 2018 
12th European Social Science History Conference, Belfast, April 5, 2018 
Netherlands Institute for Advanced Study in the Humanities and Social Sciences, Amsterdam, April 11, 
2018 
Center for Global Humanities, University of New England, April 30, 2018 
BCA Research Investment Conference 2018, Toronto, September 24, 2018 
16th Annual Global ARC, Boston, October 22, 2018 
New York University, March 7, 2019 
International Institute of Social History, Amsterdam, November 21, 2019 
Università degli Studi di Bologna, November 23, 2019 
Sungkyunkwan University, Seoul, April 13, 2022 
 
Interviews, press reports, podcasts and webinars related to the coronavirus crisis 

Cristina Bongiorno, “La grande livellatrice? Non è un virus ma la ricerca dell’uguaglianza,” Il Piccolo 
February 25, 2020 
Alberto Negri, “Nessuna pandemia cancella le disuguaglianze di ricchezza,” il manifesto March 14, 2020 
Romaric Godin, “La pandémie de coronavirus peut-elle être le grand niveleur des inégalités?” Mediapart 
March 15, 2020 
Andrew Krystal, Krystal Nation (Sirius XM, March 19, 2020) 
Jef Poortmans, “Historicus Walter Scheidel over de coronacrisis: ‘We kunnen in een ander 
maatschappelijk evenwicht terechtkomen,’” Trends March 19, 2020 
Adam Rasmi, “History shows that big social programs only emerge after global disasters,” Quartz 
March 20, 2020 
Ewald Pironet, “Historicus Walter Scheidel: ‘Als je iedereen 1500 euro geeft, los je de ongelijkheid niet 
op,’” Knack March 25, 2020 = “Les pandémies sont le meilleur moyen de réduire les inégalités,” Le Vif 
March 26, 2020 
Gabriel Bouchaud, Le Point March 2020 
Konflikt March 2020 (podcast June 26, 2020) 
Jonathan Witteman and Wilco Dekker, “Wordt corona de nietsontziende vereffenaar van de 
ongelijkheid?” de Volkskrant April 1, 2020 
Steve Hudson, “Soziale Gerechtigkeit: Nach der Seuche sind alle gleich?” (halbzehn.fm, April 2, 2020) 
Line M. Simestad, Knuth G. Olsen and E. Tollersrud, “En syk historie,” Klassekampen April 3, 2020 
Daniel Buarque, “Coronavírus: Autor americano aponta potencial da covid-19 para reduzir desigualdade 
no mundo,” BBC Brasil April 5, 2020 
Jakub Salkić, “Pandemija – četvrti jahač apokalipse jaše s isukanim mačem pravde,” Stav April 7, 2020 
Hamilton Nolan, “A scholar of pandemics and inequality peers into America’s future,” In These Times 
April 8, 2020 
Sean Illig, “Can a pandemic remake society? A historian explains,” Vox April 9, 2020 
[Nikolaus Täuber,] “Coronavirus: Historiker skeptisch zu ausgleichender Wirkung der Krise,” Austria 
Presse Agentur April 10, 2020 = “Zweifel an ausgleichender Wirkung der Krise,” Kronen Zeitung April 10, 
2020 = “Historiker skeptisch zu ausgleichender Wirkung der Krise,” Kleine Zeitung April 10, 2020 & 
Salzburger Nachrichten April 10, 2020 
Gerhard Schwarz, “Die vier apokalyptischen Reiter der Nivellierung,” Neue Zürcher Zeitung April 11, 
2020 
Igancio Cabrera Fernández, “COVID-19: cambio entre ricos e pobres,” El Heraldo de México April 12, 
2020 

https://player.fm/series/this-week-in-dystopia/the-conversation-no-one-wants-to-have-about-inequality
https://esshc.socialhistory.org/esshc-user/programme?day=60&time=182&session=3791&textsearch=scheidel
https://nias.knaw.nl/events/violence-history-inequality/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KpX-GL0JL_4
https://interactive.bcaresearch.com/investmentconference#Agenda-Intro
https://www.nyu.edu/about/news-publications/news/2019/january/-inequality--ancient-and-modern--focus-of-nyu-s-ranieri-colloqui.html
https://ilpiccolo.gelocal.it/tempo-libero/2020/02/24/news/la-grande-livellatrice-non-e-un-virus-ma-la-ricerca-dell-uguaglianza-1.38513337?refresh_ce
https://ilmanifesto.it/nessuna-pandemia-cancella-le-disuguaglianze-di-ricchezza/
https://www.mediapart.fr/journal/international/150320/la-pandemie-de-coronavirus-peut-elle-etre-le-grand-niveleur-des-inegalites?onglet=full
https://soundcloud.com/canadatalks/walter-scheidel-joins-andrew-krystal
https://trends.knack.be/economie/beleid/historicus-walter-scheidel-over-de-coronacrisis-we-kunnen-in-een-ander-maatschappelijk-evenwicht-terechtkomen/article-longread-1578707.html
https://trends.knack.be/economie/beleid/historicus-walter-scheidel-over-de-coronacrisis-we-kunnen-in-een-ander-maatschappelijk-evenwicht-terechtkomen/article-longread-1578707.html
https://qz.com/1821251/global-disasters-like-the-coronavirus-pandemic-can-reduce-inequality/
https://www.knack.be/nieuws/belgie/historicus-walter-scheidel-als-je-iedereen-1500-euro-geeft-los-je-de-ongelijkheid-niet-op/article-longread-1580415.html
https://www.knack.be/nieuws/belgie/historicus-walter-scheidel-als-je-iedereen-1500-euro-geeft-los-je-de-ongelijkheid-niet-op/article-longread-1580415.html
https://www.levif.be/actualite/histoire/les-pandemies-sont-le-meilleur-moyen-de-reduire-les-inegalites/article-normal-1269703.html?cookie_check=1585235564
https://sverigesradio.se/konflikt
https://podcasts.nu/avsnitt/konflikt/fattig-och-rik-pa-krisens-brant
https://www.volkskrant.nl/nieuws-achtergrond/wordt-corona-de-nietsontziende-vereffenaar-van-de-ongelijkheid~b235ff7d/
https://www.volkskrant.nl/nieuws-achtergrond/wordt-corona-de-nietsontziende-vereffenaar-van-de-ongelijkheid~b235ff7d/
https://halbzehn.fm/soziale-gerechtigkeit-nach-der-seuche-corona/
https://www.klassekampen.no/search/scheidel
https://www.bbc.com/portuguese/brasil-52145170
https://www.bbc.com/portuguese/brasil-52145170
https://stav.ba/pandemija-cetvrti-jahac-apokalipse-jase-s-isukanim-macem-pravde/
https://inthesetimes.com/article/22445/scholar-pandemics-inequality-coronavirus-recession-elites-walter-scheidel
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2020/4/9/21174760/coronavirus-covid-19-inequality-walter-scheidel
https://science.apa.at/rubrik/kultur_und_gesellschaft/Coronavirus_Historiker_skeptisch_zu_ausgleichender_Wirkung_der_Krise/SCI_20200410_SCI39351351654114690
https://science.orf.at/stories/3200550/
https://www.kleinezeitung.at/service/newsticker/5798634/Historiker-skeptisch-zu-ausgleichender-Wirkung-der-Krise
https://www.sn.at/panorama/oesterreich/historiker-skeptisch-zu-ausgleichender-wirkung-der-krise-86054476
https://www.nzz.ch/meinung/kolumnen/die-vier-apokalyptischen-reiter-der-nivellierung-ld.1551367
https://heraldodemexico.com.mx/opinion/coronavirus-pandemia-epidemia-afectaciones-economicas-sectores-poblacion/


 

12 

 

Michael Hesse, “Historiker über Reichtum: Wird wirtschaftliche Ungleichheit durch Corona 
eingedämmt?” Kölner Stadt-Anzeiger April 12, 2020 
Ricardo Martinez, “Las pandemias como aplanadoras de la curva de la desigualdad,” Interferencia April 
14, 2020 
Andrew Keen, “Keen On” (April 15, 2020) 
Rick Ungar Show (April 2020) 
Paul Hannon, “How the coronavirus might reduce income inequality,” Wall Street Journal April 19, 2020 
Thomas Mahler, “Comment les épidémies ont transformé les sociétés (ou non),” L’Express April 19, 
2020 
Leopold Stefan and András Szigetvari, “Reiche, Notenbanken oder Pensionisten: Wer soll die Corona-
Krise bezahlen?” Standard April 19, 2020 
Ed Miliband and Geoff Lloyd, “Reasons to be Cheerful (Episode 135)” (April 20, 2020) 
Giampaolo Cadalunu, “Perché questa pandemia può farci tornare agli anni Trenta,” Repubblica April 22, 
2020 = “Scheidel: ‘Solo la politica può guidarci verso un'uscita equilibrata da questa crisi,’” Repubblica 
April 25, 2020 
Floor Rusman, “Dit is het moment om keuzes te maken voor de wereld na corona,” NRC Handelsblad 
April 24, 2020 
Daan Ballegeer and Hella Hueck, “Coronavirus zal de ongelijkheid alleen maar vergroten,” Financieele 
Dagblad April 28, 2020 
David Leonhardt, New York Times (Opinion Today) April 29, 2020 
Kyrill Hartog, “Walter Scheidel: ‘A shock to the established order can deliver change,’” Guardian April 
30, 2020 
David Nicklaus, “By hitting low-wage industries hard, pandemic is likely to make inequality worse,” St. 
Louis Post-Dispatch May 1, 2020 
Viviana Mazza, “Solo le catastrofi riducono le disparità,” Corriere della Sera (La Lettura) May 3, 2020 
Mónica Brito-Vieira and Filipe Carreira da Silva, “Covid-19: a grande niveladora?” Publico May 14, 2020 
Edward Robinson, “The unthinkable became reality – now we need radical solutions,” Bloomberg 
Markets May 15, 2020 
Helena Celestino, “Violência diminui a disparidade entre ricos e probres, segundo o economista Walter 
Scheidel,” Valor Econômico May 15, 2020 
Fernando Canzian, “Covid-19 aumentará desigualdade em hora muito infeliz para Brazil, diz 
historiador,” Folha de S. Paulo May 18, 2020 
André Caceres, “Peste Negra reduziu desigualdades mas o coronavírus vai aumentá-las, diz historiador 
Walter Scheidel,” Estadão May 23, 2020 
Maciej Nowicki, “Koronawirus nie zmieni swiata,” Newsweek Polska May 24, 2020 
Eduardo Lora, “La desigualdad será aún peor,” Dinero May 28, 2020 
Ignacio Fariza, “Sal sobre la herida de la desigualdad: el coronavirus agranda la brecha económica,” El 
Pais May 31, 2020 
Julian Jacobs, “Coronavirus and why inequality is only ever reduced by disaster,” Brown University 
Journal of Philosophy, Politics, and Economics May 2020 (& audio version) 
Milan Ilić, “V zgodovini se je gospodarska neenakost močno zmanjšala šele po apokalipsi,” Delo June 6, 
2020 
Adam Graves, “Pandemics & proletariat” (The Human Context, June 6, 2020) 
Krys Boyd, “Think with Krys Boyd” (KERA NPR Dallas, June 9, 2020) 
Fernando Fuentes, “Walter Scheidel, historiador de la Universidad de Stanford: ‘A corto plazo, es 
probable que la pandemia aumente la desigualdad,’” La Tercera June 15, 2020 
Luiz F. Pondé, “Brincar de home office não vai alterar ordem desigual em que vivemos,” Folha de S. 
Paulo June 22, 2020 

https://www.ksta.de/politik/historiker-ueber-reichtum-wird-wirtschaftliche-ungleichheit-durch-corona-eingedaemmt--36544446
https://www.ksta.de/politik/historiker-ueber-reichtum-wird-wirtschaftliche-ungleichheit-durch-corona-eingedaemmt--36544446
https://interferencia.cl/articulos/las-pandemias-como-aplanadoras-de-la-curva-de-la-desigualdad
https://lithub.com/walter-scheidel-we-need-to-worry-about-inequality-now-more-than-ever/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/how-the-coronavirus-might-reduce-income-inequality-11587304801
https://www.lexpress.fr/actualite/idees-et-debats/comment-les-epidemies-ont-transforme-les-societes-ou-non_2123912.html
https://www.derstandard.de/story/2000116953709/reiche-notenbanken-oder-pensionisten-wer-soll-die-corona-krise-bezahlen
https://www.derstandard.de/story/2000116953709/reiche-notenbanken-oder-pensionisten-wer-soll-die-corona-krise-bezahlen
https://podfollow.com/cheerfulpodcast/episode/60c67b2362fd7101b0c5b4377165df0d6c2a3aab/view
https://rep.repubblica.it/pwa/generale/2020/04/22/news/_perche_questa_pandemia_puo_farci_tornare_agli_anni_trenta_-254711748/
https://rep.repubblica.it/pwa/intervista/2020/04/25/news/coronavirus_scheidel-254889541/
https://www.nrc.nl/nieuws/2020/04/24/dit-is-het-moment-om-te-kiezen-a3997808
https://fd.nl/economie-politiek/1342462/coronavirus-zal-de-ongelijkheid-alleen-maar-vergroten
https://messaging-custom-newsletters.nytimes.com/template/oakv2?uri=nyt://newsletter/57da445f-693d-47c1-926e-a8f22b065aa3&productCode=TY&CCPAOptOut=true&te=1&nl=david-leonhardt&emc=edit_ty_20200429
https://www.theguardian.com/world/commentisfree/2020/apr/30/walter-scheidel-a-shock-to-the-established-order-can-deliver-change
https://www.stltoday.com/business/columns/david-nicklaus/nicklaus-by-hitting-low-wage-industries-hard-pandemic-is-likely-to-make-inequality-worse/article_9a947b0c-4609-5c9f-a585-ee332202061b.html
https://www.publico.pt/2020/05/14/opiniao/opiniao/covid19-niveladora-1916300
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2020-05-15/coronavirus-recovery-needs-radical-social-and-economic-solutions?srnd=premium-europe
https://valor.globo.com/eu-e/noticia/2020/05/15/violencia-diminui-a-disparidade-entre-ricos-e-pobres-segundo-o-economista-walter-scheidel.ghtml
https://valor.globo.com/eu-e/noticia/2020/05/15/violencia-diminui-a-disparidade-entre-ricos-e-pobres-segundo-o-economista-walter-scheidel.ghtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/mundo/2020/05/covid-19-aumentara-desigualdade-em-hora-muito-infeliz-para-brasil-diz-historiador.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/mundo/2020/05/covid-19-aumentara-desigualdade-em-hora-muito-infeliz-para-brasil-diz-historiador.shtml
https://alias.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,peste-negra-reduziu-desigualdades-mas-o-coronavirus-vai-aumenta-las-diz-historiador-walter-scheidel,70003310465
https://alias.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,peste-negra-reduziu-desigualdades-mas-o-coronavirus-vai-aumenta-las-diz-historiador-walter-scheidel,70003310465
https://www.newsweek.pl/swiat/koronawirus-nie-zmieni-swiata-przewiduje-slynny-historyk-ekonomii-walter-scheidel/4qd798s
https://www.dinero.com/opinion/articulo/columna-de-opinion-de-eduardo-lora-la-desigualdad-sera-aun-peor/286871
https://elpais.com/economia/2020-05-30/sal-sobre-la-herida-de-la-desigualdad-el-coronavirus-agranda-la-brecha-economica.html#comentarios
https://www.brownjppe.com/scheidel
https://soundcloud.com/julian-jacobs-430162621/interview-with-walter-scheidel-on-covid-and-how-inequality-ends
https://www.delo.si/sobotna-priloga/v-zgodovini-se-je-gospodarska-neenakost-mocno-zmanjsala-sele-po-apokalipsi-307468.html
https://open.spotify.com/episode/66fASPansMMfvo0HyjE5Ng
https://www.npr.org/podcasts/478859728/think
https://www.latercera.com/mundo/noticia/walter-scheidel-historiador-de-la-universidad-de-stanford-a-corto-plazo-es-probable-que-la-pandemia-aumente-la-desigualdad/N45LZOHRGFD6FEIYZSRGHGX5WQ/
https://www.latercera.com/mundo/noticia/walter-scheidel-historiador-de-la-universidad-de-stanford-a-corto-plazo-es-probable-que-la-pandemia-aumente-la-desigualdad/N45LZOHRGFD6FEIYZSRGHGX5WQ/
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/colunas/luizfelipeponde/2020/06/brincar-de-home-office-nao-vai-alterar-ordem-desigual-em-que-vivemos.shtml


 

13 

 

Will Lloyd, “You say you want a revolution?” Spectator USA June 24, 2020 
Alexandre Abreu, “Pandemia, catástrophe e desigualdade,” Expresso June 25, 2020 
Peter Radford, “Our “Scheidel moment?”” Economic Reform Australia Review 12.2, May/June 2020 
Heidi T. Skjeseth, NRK June 2020 
Nelson Vasconcelos, “Disparidade de renda é altamente resistente,” O Globo July 6, 2020 
Bastian Brinkmann, “Ungleichheit ist sehr widerstandsfähig,” Süddeutsche Zeitung July 10, 2020 (print 
edition July 11/12, 2020); syndicated in Tagesanzeiger July 13, 2020 and Thuner Tagblatt July 13, 2020 
Andrew Keen, “How to fix democracy” (August 18, 2020) 
Enrico Bucci, “La pandemia può ridistribuire la ricchezza? Per ora no e i divari aumentano,” Il Foglio 
Quotidiano September 23, 2020 
Martin Lüscher, “Die USA haben ein Schönwettersystem,” Finanz und Wirtschaft January 11, 2021 
Joe Gill, “After Trump, coronavirus could deliver the final blow to neoliberalism,” Middle East Eye 
January 27, 2021 
Friederike Schulte, “Ungleichheit vor, während und nach Covid-19” (Carl-Schurz-Haus, Freiburg, 
Germany, February 2, 2021) 
Anne Laure Gannac, “Le Trio” (Radio Télévision Suisse, February 20, 2021) 
Paweł Pieniążek, “Albo równość, albo pokój,” Tygodnik Powszechny March 29, 2021 

Takahashi Motoki and Yumiko Oshima, “パクスなき世界,” Nikkei.com April 8, 2021 
Ethos conference 2021 (Instituto Ethos, Brazil, May 27, 2021) 

Taro Iwata, “テクノロジーが格差を拡大させる,” Weekly Mainichi Economist December 20, 2021 
Chiara Sgreccia, “Il mondo post Covid-19 è peggiorato: la pandemia è stata un catalizzatore delle 
disuguaglianze,” Espresso September 13, 2022 
“Covid-19: effetti della pandemia su diseguaglianza e inguistizia” (Festivalfilosofia 2022, Sassuolo, 
September 17, 2022), published in paginette festivalfilosofia, Modena 2023 

Not published: Uri Pasovsky, Globes; Pierre Heumann, Weltwoche; Martina Bachler, Trend; Angelos 
Athanasopoulos, To Vima 

https://spectator.us/revolution-historians-russia-ukraine/
https://expresso.pt/blogues/bloguet_economia/blogue_econ_sandro_mendonca/2020-06-25-Pandemia-catastrofe-e-desigualdade
https://era.org.au/our-scheidel-moment/
https://oglobo.globo.com/cultura/historia-da-desigualdade-tema-de-novo-livro-do-austriaco-walter-scheidel-24516989
https://www.sueddeutsche.de/wirtschaft/ungleichheit-geschichte-umverteilung-1.4963173?reduced=true
https://www.tagesanzeiger.ch/nach-pandemien-geht-es-oft-den-reichen-an-den-kragen-629222376893
https://www.thunertagblatt.ch/nach-pandemien-geht-es-oft-den-reichen-an-den-kragen-629222376893
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UnHNiOnYLhg
https://www.ilfoglio.it/salute/2020/09/23/news/la-pandemia-puo-ridistribuire-la-ricchezza-per-ora-no-e-i-divari-aumentano-1087852/
https://www.fuw.ch/article/die-usa-haben-ein-schoenwettersystem/
https://www.middleeasteye.net/opinion/after-trump-could-coronavirus-be-todays-great-leveller
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p_IvJUGub90
https://www.rts.ch/play/radio/le-trio/audio/le-trio?id=11953742
https://www.tygodnikpowszechny.pl/albo-rownosc-albo-pokoj-166997
https://www.nikkei.com/article/DGXZQOGH250WX0V20C21A3000000/
https://weekly-economist.mainichi.jp/articles/20220104/se1/00m/020/063000c
https://espresso.repubblica.it/attualita/2022/09/13/news/walter_scheidel_il_mondo_post_covid19_e_peggiorato_la_pandemia_e_stata_un_catalizzatore_delle_disuguaglianze-365518364/
https://espresso.repubblica.it/attualita/2022/09/13/news/walter_scheidel_il_mondo_post_covid19_e_peggiorato_la_pandemia_e_stata_un_catalizzatore_delle_disuguaglianze-365518364/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8MELHAvdFlE

