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ho survived

d waters, river dwellers find ways to keep going

lay Mills, top, owner of the Tobin Resort stands on a piece of a Fe eather River bndge
that was washed away by the floods. When the flood waters came to Tahiti Village,
Rick Wheeler and his family, above, camped out on the roof of their house for three
days to keep looters out.

Collapse

of levee no
surprise,

expert says

Break occurred just
1,500 feet from

spot Palo Alto
engineer pinpointed
in '91 testimony

By Lance Williams

OF THE EXAMINER STAFF

Five years before the worst sin-
gle disaster of the flood of 1997 — a
Jan. 2 levee collapse that flooded
15 square miles of the Central Val-
ley near Marysville — a flood-con-
trol expert pinpointed the levee as
a “hot spot” where a failure was
likely, court records show.

Richard Meehan, a civil engl-
neer from Palo Alto, testified in a |
1991 trial in Sacramento that three
major factors indicated the struc-
ture was prone to collapse during
high water: the unusual geology on
the Feather River in an area called
Star Bend, a mistake in the place-
ment of the levee there, and a his- | ‘
tory of problems wnth the leveeI
itself.

Meehan said the doomed levee
was “generally similar” to two
nearby levees that failed in previ-
ous disasters — the Christmas Eve
1955 levee break on Shanghai
Bend south of Yuba City that
killed 38 people, and a break near.
the Yuba County town of Linda in .
1986 that produced $500 million in
damage claims.

Both of those levees failed, Mee- 1
han contended, because flood wa-
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Clinton,
Jones due!
goes to
top court

Junists will decide
when president
must contend with
her allegations

By Holly Yeager
EXAMINER WASHINGTON BUREAU

WASHINGTON — Paula Cor
bin Jones, who is suing Presiden
Clinton for sexual harassment
wants her day in court — soon.

But Clinton says that as chie
executive, he is too busy runnins
the country to deal with the civi
suit and should be immune fron
such a judicial proceeding while h¢
is in office.

Arguments in the case will be
heard by the Supreme Court o
Monday. It will consider whethe:
Joneg' litigation — based on Jones
allegations that Clinton sexuall:
harassed her while he was governo’
of Arkansas — should proceed o
be postponed until Clinton move:
out of the White House in 2001.

The issue before the justices i






