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You may forget but







Let me tell you







this: someone in







some future time







will think of us









--Sappho, #60

To lack memory is to be a slave of time, confined to space; to have memory is to use space as an instrument in the control of time and language.



--Dominick LaCapra

Course Description:

This course will begin with an overview of rhetorical history and theory, one that challenges the received origin narrative of rhetoric and proposes an alternative way to read this history/theory in a way that includes the work of women and speakers/writers of color.  Because rhetoric has such a long and complicated history and so many attending theories, we will then focus our attention on the fourth canon of classical rhetoric:  memoria.

Memoria played a major role in Greek, Roman, and Medieval rhetorics.  Yet beginning in the 15th century, the growing power of print increasingly relegated memory to lesser and lesser importance, so much so that by the twentieth century attention to the canons of rhetoric focused almost exclusively on invention, disposition, and style.  Today, however, questions of memory are at the forefront of research across a number of fields, from neurosciences to anthropology to English--and the flood of memoirs and memorials attests to the current currency of this canon.

This seminar aims to reclaim the canon of memoria for English and rhetoric studies, first by reading some key primary texts in the history of memory and then by exploring the role memory plays in writing, particularly in the late 20th and early 21st centuries.  Participants in the seminar may choose to work on how memoria functions in a particular period, on a particular theory of memory, or on the functions of memory in a literary text or set of texts  

Texts: 

The primary texts we will read are all available on our Coursework site.

Barry, Lynda.  100 Demons.  Sasquatch P, 2002.

Chavez, Denise.  Loving Pedro Infante.  Washington Square P, 2002.
Cixous, Helene.  Rootprints.  Routledge, 1997.

Silko, Leslie.  Storyteller.  Arcade P, 1989.

Tlali, Miriam.  Between Two Worlds.  Broadview P, 2004.

Assignments:

Weekly or by-weekly brief response statements; informal class presentations; term project or essay on memory-related topic of your choice.
Tentative Schedule:

September 27
The rhetorical canon of memory:  an overview

Enheduanna, Sappho and the question of gender


Sappho, “I have not heard”


Enheduanna, excerpts from Exaltation of Inanna 
October 4
Memory in ancient Greece

Plato, excerpts from Phaedrus


Plato, excerpts from The Republic, Book VI

Plato, excerpts from Theaetetus
October 11
Aristotle, On Memory and Reminiscence

“memories” of Aspasia and Diotima
October 18
Roman discussions of memory


Excerpts from Rhetorica ad Herennium


Excerpts from Cicero, De Oratore


Quintilian, Institutio Oratoria, Book XI, II

October 25
Medieval memory

Augustine, Confessions, Book X

Hugh of St. Victor, The Three Best Memory Aids for Learning History


Boncompagno da Signa, On Memory
November 1
excerpts from Christine de Pizan’s biography of King Charles V

excerpts from Francis Bacon The Advancement of Learning, Book II

excerpts from Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz, La Repuesta
November 8
David Hume, from “Treatise of Human Nature,” Book I, Part IV, Section VI, Of Personal Identity 
excerpts from George Campbell, The Philosophy of Rhetoric, Book I, Chapter V, Part III

Lydia Sigourney, from Letters to Young Ladies, Letter IX
November 15
Contemporary uses of memory


Helene Cixous, Rootprints


Julie Dash, Daughters of the Dust

November 22
Thanksgiving break

November 29
Leslie Silko, Storyteller

Denise Chavez, Loving Pedro Infante


Miriam Tlali, Between Two Worlds


Term essay due
December 6
Lynda Barry, 100 Demons

The digital “revolution” and memory


Discussion of term essays
