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2 Stress
2.1 The Finnish stresssystem

The descriptive generalizations. Speakingior the momentin derivational
terms,Finnishstresds assignedy laying downbinaryfeetfrom left to right.
Finalsyllablesarenotstressedf theyarelight, andonly optionallyif theyare
heavy An importantphenomenots the LH EFFECT whenthe left-to-right
scansiornencounters Light-Heavy sequencethe light syllableis skipped,
with the resultthat a ternaryfoot is formed. At the left edgeof a word, the
LH effectis supersedebly theinviolablerequirementhata word musthave
initial stress.
Thebasicalternatingstresgatternis shownin (4):

(4) a. (ka.las)(k.let)'you're fishing’
b. (ka.las)(&.le)(m.nen)fishing’
c. (il.moit)(tau.tu)(m.nen)'registering’
d. (jar.jes)(®.le)(nét.to)(myy.des)(@n.<) ‘from his lack of sys-
tematization’

Theternaryfeetresultingfrom the LH effectareseenin (5) (therelevant
LH sequencem boldface):

(5) a. X X L HX: (ka.laste)(lemme)'we're fishing’

b. X X X X L HX: (il.moit)(tau.tumi)(s2sta) registering’(Elat.Sg.)

c. X X X XL HX X X: (jarjes)(®l.malli)(syy.del)(Ia.ni) ‘my
systematicity’(Adess.Sg.)

d. X X X X X X L H X: (jar.jes)(&l.mal)(lis.t.ma)(tdn.ta) ‘un-
systematized(Prt.Sg.)

e. XX LHXLH X: (voi.miste)(lut.tele)(masta) ‘havingcaused
to dogymnastics(Elat.Sg.)

The constraints. In constraint-basetérms,Finnishcanbecharacterizethy
the systemin (6) (building on Hanson& Kiparsky1996andon Elenbaas
Kager 1999, which shouldbe consultedfor more detailedinformationand
references).

(6) a. *CLASH: No stressesn adjacensyllables.

b. LEFT-HEADEDNESS Thestressedyllableis initial in thefoot.

C. ALIGN(PRWD, LEFT, FT1, LEFT) (“The left edgeof every
ProsodicWord coincideswith the left edgeof afoot.”) Abbre-
viatedasALIGN-LEFT.

d. FOOT-BIN: Feetareminimally bimoraicandmaximallydisyl-
labic.

e. *L APSE Everyunstressedyllablemustbeadjacento astressed
syllableor to theword edge(ElenbaasindKager1999).
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NON-FINAL : Thefinal syllableis not stressed.
STRESSTO-WEIGHT: Stressedyllablesareheavy
LICENSEo: Syllablesareparsednto feet.
ALIGN(FooT, LEFT, PRWD, LEFT) (“The left edgeof every

foot coincideswith theleft edgeof someProsodicdWord”.) Ab-
breviatedasALL-FT-LEFT.

The LH effectis heretakento be a manifestatiorof STRESSTO-WEIGHT:
a light syllable rejectsa secondanstressif it canbe placedon the follow-
ing heavysyllableinstead(withoutviolating the higher-ranked CLASH and
*L APSE, of coursey
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Input: /opiskelija/
la. O (b.pis)(ke.l)ja *x * 2
1b. (6.pis)ke(l’ja) *x * 3
lc. o(pis.ke)(I'ja) * * * 1,3
1d. (6.pis)ke.li.ja * o
le. (6)(pis)(ke.li).ja | * * * 11,3
Input: /opetta-ma-ssa/
2a. 0O (6.pet)ta(nds.sa) * * 3
2b. (6.pet)(B.mas)s4d *x 2
Input: /kalastele-t/
3a. (ka.las)te@t) ol * * 3
3b. O (ka.las)(e.let) * 2
3c. (ka.las)te.let * o

2somedight inflectionalendings suchasEssiveSingular -naandthe possessiveuffixes(e.g.
-ni ‘my’) arepreaccentingasthoughtheymadethe precedingsyllableheavy.The*CLASH con-
straintthenblocks secondarystresson the syllable beforeit, e.g./opetta-ja-na{0.pet.ta)(®.na)

‘teacher’ (Ess.Sg.)Whentwo suchpreaccentingsuffixesoccurin arow, the regularphonolog-

ical patternreappearse.g./opetta-ja-na-ni{6.pet)(&.ja)(na.ni) ‘my teacher'(Ess.Sg.)On the

proposedanalysis,*CLASH preventsboth preaccentsrom appearingand FOOT-BIN together

with LICENSEo decidein favor of the second.
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Tableau(7) showshowternaryfeetresultfrom theinteractionof (6g-i).2
Final heavysyllablescanoptionally be stressedSeeElenbaasandKager
1999:305or anaccounbf thebasicoptionin termsof freeconstrantanking.
Thefrequencyof this alternativeseemdo be proportionato the heavinessf
thesyllable,e.g.(ra.vin)to(kt) < (ra.vin)to(a) < (ra.vin)to(kan).

2.2 Lexical vs.rhythmic secondarystress

Long stemsand the LH effect. Polysyllabicstemsin Finnishfall into two
accentualkypes,MOVABLE and FIXED. They are most clearly distinguish-
ableby the morphologicandmorphophonologicgbropertiegshatwe shall
investigatebelow but thereare also more direct, albeit somewhatlusive,
phonologicabifferencedetweerthem.Movablepolysyllableshavea rhyth-
mic secondarnystresswhich oscillatesbetweenthe third or fourth syllable,
normally accordingto the weight of thosesyllables,in line with the LH ef-
fect. Fixed polysyllableshavea lexical secondarystresswhich is invariant
on a given syllableof the stem.Although the nominativesingularsof mov-
ableandfixed stemshavethe sameoutputstresgattern theirinflectedforms
(InessiveandAblative Singularsjn theseexamplesyivergeasfollows.

(8) MovablestresgLH effectin inflection):
a. Kalewala ?*Kalewvalassa Kalevahssa ‘Kalevala’
b. Ameikka ?*Ameikassa Amerikissa  ‘America’
c. artikkeli ?*artikkelissa  artikkelissa  ‘article’
d. apteekhri ?*apteekfirilla  apteekkailla ‘pharmacist’

(9) FixedstresgnoLH effect):
a. Alabama Alabamassa ?*Alabanaissa  ‘Alabama’
b. palstermakka palstermkassa?*palsternaldssa ‘parsnip’
Cc. ésplaradi ésplaradilla  ?*ésplanadla ‘esplanade’
Marking stem-levelstresswith the IPA accentmark ('), we have/"aldbamal/,
I'palstethakkaletc.
Otherexamplef this stresscontrasin polysyllabicloanwordsaregiven
in (10).
(20) a. Stemswith fixed penultstresqinflectedlike disyllabicstems):
1. Foursyllables:barrikadi, paragrafi, portugali, serenadi,
aladobi,sarkofagi,ortopedi,privilegi, kalomeli,kapittel,
filosofi, etanoli, ekonomi,megafoni,makaroni, invalidi,
pyramidi, melaniini, margariini, molekyyli, mannekiini,

3The undominatedoot-wellformednessonstraints. EFT-HEADEDNESSand FOOT-BIN are
omitted from the tableau.Violations of ALIGN(FoOT, LEFT; PRWD, LEFT) are assesseds
usual,by toting up the numberof syllablesthatseparateachfoot from theleft edgeof theword;
almostany othermethodwould do aswell.





