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STANFORD UNIVERSITY AUTUMN 2010  
LINGUISTICS 1: INTRODUCTION TO LINGUISTICS          
 
Instructor: Kathryn Flack Potts 
TA:   Alex Djalali 
  

                           
 
Class   Monday, Wednesday 11:00 – 12:15  Building 60, room 120 
 
Contact information 
 

Kathryn Email:   kfpotts@stanford.edu  
Office:   460-118 (at the back of the first floor) 
Office hours: Monday, Wednesday 9:00 – 10:00, and by appointment 
 

To schedule appointments, please sign up for any available time you like at: 
    http://www.jifflenow.com/grp/Kathryn_Flack_Potts 

 
Alex  Email:   djalali@stanford.edu  

Office:   460-30A (in the basement)  
Office hours: Mondays 1:00 – 2:00, and by appointment 
Discussion section: Wednesdays 2:15 – 3:05; building 200, room 202 

 
Course website http://www.stanford.edu/~kfpotts/linguist01.html 
 

Things you’ll find here: 
• A summary of each day’s class 
• In-class activities and other resources 
• All readings and other homework assignments 

 
 
DISCUSSION SECTION 
 
Discussion section will take place once a week, on Wednesdays 2:15 – 3:05 (in 200-202). Alex will come 
prepared to answer any questions, further discuss points from lecture, and work through extra practice 
problems. 
 

Discussion is optional, and we understand that the time might not work for everyone. As in lecture, 
materials will be posted to the course website. Anyone who has questions, wants extra practice, or is 
otherwise unsure about how well they understand the material is encouraged to attend discussion; if you 
have conflicts, please feel free to attend office hours or arrange another time to meet with either of us. 
 
                           
TEXTBOOK   Language Files, 10th edition (eds. A. Bergmann, K. Currie Hall, S. M. Ross) 
 
We will use the book for both required background readings and also as a source of additional optional 
resources. You will, of course, be expected to come to class prepared to discuss required readings. (This 
doesn’t mean you must have mastered every detail, but please do make a reasonable effort, and come 
prepared with clear questions about points that you found confusing.) 
 

Optional readings are supplements to class materials; they generally elaborate on the ideas discussed in 
class, and may provide additional clarification or examples. These are listed on the class days whose 
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content they most closely relate to; they may also be useful to read after class, rather than before.  
 

The book also includes exercises linked to each section. These are an excellent resource for anyone 
wanting more practice. Answers to some exercises (indicated with a “thumbs up”) are given at the back; 
we're happy to discuss answers to any of these other exercises. 
 
                           
GRADING CRITERIA 
 
50% problem sets 
 

There will be 6 problem sets in which you’re asked to analyze novel linguistic data. Many of these 
will involve unfamiliar languages; for some, you’ll be asked to find a cooperative speaker of a 
particular language (often mainstream American English) to provide data. There will be two problem 
sets focusing on each of the major fields of linguistics covered in this course: morphology, syntax, 
and phonology. 
 

25% short papers 
 

For each of 2 short papers assigned in this course (roughly 3 pages each), you will be asked to select 
an article on a topic of interest from the linguistic literature; you will present a clear, well-organized 
discussion of your paper’s central argument. There may be additional assignments connected with 
these papers, e.g. topic proposals.  

 
20% final exam 

 

Details TBA. 
 
5% reading responses 
 

For some of the assigned readings, you’ll be asked to write a short (~2 paragraphs), thoughtful 
response. The best responses connect ideas from the reading with outside knowledge. You can ask 
questions, discuss why you are inclined to believe or challenge particular points, find ways that ideas 
connect with aspects of your own experience, or anything else that shows a serious effort to engage 
with the work. There will be a few of these throughout the quarter. 
 

 
OTHER COURSE POLICIES 
 
Attendance  
 

While there is no official attendance policy for this course, you are expected to attend regularly, 
arrive on time, and participate in discussions and activities. This is by far the easiest and most reliable 
way to ensure that you stay caught up on class material. 
 

If you cannot attend, it is your responsibility to make sure you know what was covered. The class 
webpage will give a brief summary of what happens each day, along with any materials handed out; it 
is an excellent idea to talk to a reliable classmate and make sure you understand what was covered. 

 
Class participation    
 

This class will be primarily discussion-based; thus everyone should make an effort to participate in 
ways that will enhance both your own educational experience and that of the other students. Please be 
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attentive to and respectful of others, share your own thoughts and questions with the group, and help 
ensure that everyone has a turn to participate. 

 
Assignments  
 

Homework will be announced in class and on the class webpage. It is your responsibility to be aware 
of when assignments are due; there will typically be one major assignment due each Wednesday, in 
addition to other, smaller assignments. 

 

Like you, assignments are expected to appear promptly at the beginning of class (11:00) on the day 
they are due. I’m happy to accept assignments by e-mail (PDFs, please) or turned in to my mailbox in 
the linguistics department, as long as arrive no later than the start of class.  

 

If dire circumstances will keep you from completing an assignment on time, you must make 
alternate arrangements with Kathryn or Alex before the assignment is due. Unexcused late 
work will not be accepted. 

 
On written work  
 

Unless I say otherwise (as for papers), I don’t care whether written work is typed or  
handwritten. However, all work should be easy to understand. This means it must be: 

 

...legible. If you have messy handwriting, you should make a serious effort to write clearly, or 
consider typing. If your printer is running out of ink and prints only in yellow and pink stripes, 
please find another printer. I must be able to comfortably read your work, otherwise it won’t 
receive a grade. 

 

...correctly spelled. Linguists don’t care about spelling; however, readers do. 
 

...clearly organized. When you’re explaining complex data or making an intricate argument, it takes a 
fair amount of thought to make sure you express your ideas clearly. Think about what points you 
want to make, and how you want to explain them, before you start writing.  

 
Academic honesty 
 

You are expected to be familiar with, and to uphold, Stanford’s honor code 
(http://www.stanford.edu/dept/vpsa/judicialaffairs/guiding/honorcode.htm). Any student whose 
behavior in this course is found to be in violation of the honor code will not receive credit for the 
course; penalties for violation can also go beyond the bounds of this course (e.g. suspension, or even 
expulsion). Please feel free to ask, in class or in private, if you have any questions about how the 
honor code relates to this course. 
 

Students with documented disabilities 
 

Students who may need an academic acocmodation based on the impact of a disability must initiate 
the request with the Student Disability Resource Center (SDRC) located within the Office of 
Accesible Education (OAE). SDRC staff will evaluate the request with required documentation, 
recommend reasonable accomodations, and prepare an Accomodation Letter for faculty dated in the 
current quarter in which the request is being made. Studnts should contact the SDRC as soon as 
possible since timely notice is needed to coordinate accomodations. The OAE is located at 563 
Salvatierra Walk (phone: 723-1066). Students are also encouraged to meet with faculty in private to 
discuss specific needs and/or to make arrangements for accomodations. 
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COURSE SCHEDULE 
 
  

 TOPIC CLASS ASSIGNMENTS DUE 

Monday 
Sept. 20 What are linguists interested in?  

Week 1 Wednesday 
Sept. 22 

General 
intro-
duction Prescriptive vs. descriptive rules 

Non-standard language varieties 
Info sheet 
Pinker 1994 

Monday 
Sept. 27 

Hierarchical morphological structure 
Finding morphemes LF 4.4, 4.5 

Week 2 Wednesday 
Sept. 29 

Morphological typology 
Multiple hypotheses for given data 

Morphology data collection 
Optional: LF 4.2, 4.3 

Monday 
Oct. 4 

Allmorphy 
Reduplication  

Week 3 Wednesday 
Oct. 6 

Morph-
ology 

Expletive infixation 
ASL morphology Morphology problem set 1 

Monday 
Oct. 11 

Putnam: Is meaning in the head, or in the 
world? 

Paper 1 proposal 
Putnam 1975/1985 Week 4 Wednesday 

Oct. 13 

Semantics Grice: Cooperative Principle; rules of 
conversation 

Morphology problem set 2 
Grice 1975 

Monday 
Oct. 18 

Hierarchical structure: English phrase 
structure LF 5.1, 5.3 

Week 5 Wednesday 
Oct. 20 Subcategorization Paper 1 

LF 5.4, optional 5.5 
Monday 
Oct. 25 Phrase structure in other languages  

Week 6 Wednesday 
Oct. 27 

Syntax 

Question formation: English; typology Syntax problem set 1 
Syntax data collection 

Monday 
Nov. 1 Kiesling on social uses of dude 

Kiesling 2004 
LF 10.1, 10.4 (optional 20.2, 

20.3) Week 7 
Wednesday 
Nov. 3 

Socio-
linguistics Language varieties 

Language and identity 
Syntax problem set 2 
LF 11.6, 13.1, 13.2 

Monday 
Nov. 8 Articulatory features  

Week 8 Wednesday 
Nov. 10 Phonemes vs. allophones 

Paper 2 
LF 3.1, 3.2, 3.5 (optional 2.1-

2.4) 
Monday 
Nov. 15 

Allophonic analysis 
Phonological rules  

Week 9 Wednesday 
Nov. 17 

Phonology 

Syllable structure: acquisition;  typology 
Phonology problem set 1 
Levelt & van der Vijver 

(extra credit) 
 
 

Nov. 22, 
24  NO CLASS: THANKSGIVING BREAK 

Monday 
Nov. 29 ASL and other signed languages  

Week 10 Wednesday 
Dec. 1 

 
Review Phonology problem set 2 

 
 

Thursday 
Dec. 9 Final exam: take-home problem set and short paper 

 


