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AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION

Ethics and Moral Philosophy
Philosophy of Action, Practical Reasoning, and Moral Psychology

AREAS OF COMPETENCE

Philosophy of Mind/Philosophy of Psychology
Philosophy of Language

Metaethics

Political Philosophy

Nietzsche

Aesthetics

EDUCATION
Stanford University, PhD in Philosophy, 2002-June 2008 (Expected)
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Committee: Michael E. Bratman (chair), Nadeem Hussain, Tamar Schapiro, Kenneth
Taylor

Princeton University, A.B. in Philosophy, June 2002

CONFERENCES AND PAPERS
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University, November 2007
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Division Meeting, San Francisco, April 2007
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Colloquium, Stanford University, May 2006
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University of California Berkeley, April 2004

AWARDS AND HONORS

American Philosophical Association Graduate Student Travel Award (Pacific Meeting), 2007
Departmental Fellowship, Stanford University, 2002-2007
Rosemary Leute Travel Award for International Students, Stanford University, 2002
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TEACHING EXPERIENCE AND UNIVERSITY EMPLOYMENT

Stanford University

Instructor/Lecturer (Designed and taught course individually)
Introductory Logic (Fall 2007)
Undergraduate Seminar on Practical Reasoning (Fall 2007)
Happiness: Positive Psychology and Philosophy (Summer 2007)

Teaching Assistant (Graded papers, held weekly discussion sections)
Philosophy of Action, Professor Michael Bratman (Winter 2005)
Political Philosophy, Professor Nadeem Hussain (Winter 2004)
Mind, Matter, and Meaning, Professor Ken Taylor (Fall 2003)

Grader (Graded Papers, held office hours)
Philosophy of Language, Professor Mark Crimmins (Fall 2004)

Research Assistant
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Press, 2007)
ACADEMIC SERVICE

Admissions Committee, Philosophy Department, Stanford University, 2005-2006

Social Ethics and Normative Theory Workshop Graduate Student Coordinator, Humanities
Center, Stanford University, 2004-2006

Graduate Student Representative, Philosophy Department Meetings, Stanford University,
2004-2005

Cog Lunch Lecture Series Coordinator, Center for the Study of Language and Information
(CSLI), Stanford University, 2004-2005

Co-president, Philosophy Graduate Student Society, Stanford University, 2003-2004
PERSONAL INFORMATION

Ethnic Background: Hispanic
Peruvian Citizen on a F1 Student Visa
REFERENCES

Michael E. Bratman, Durfee Professor in the School of Humanities & Sciences and Professor
of Philosophy, Stanford University

Kenneth Taylor, Professor of Philosophy, Stanford University

Nadeem Hussain, Assistant Professor of Philosophy, Stanford University

Tamar Schapiro, Assistant Professor of Philosophy, Stanford University
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GRADUATE COURSES AND SEMINARS (* AUDIT)

Ethics

Philosophy of Action

Shared Agency Seminar

Ethics Core Seminar
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Metaethics Seminar

Valuing Seminar

Moral Psychology Pro-Seminar

Practical Reason Seminar

Metaethics™*

Contemporary Kantian Ethics Seminar*

Practical Reasons and Reasoning Seminar*
Philosophy of Mind

Knowledge of Mind Seminar

Language of Thought Seminar

Self-Knowledge Seminar

Mind & Brain Seminar

Agency and Personal Identity Seminar*
Continental Philosophy

Nietzsche on Value Seminar

Intersubjectivity Seminar

Nietzsche Seminar*
Aesthetics

Philosophy and Literature Seminar
Independent Literature Survey: Aesthetics
Aesthetics Seminar*

Philosophy of Science

Philosophy of Science Core Seminar
Higher & Lower Level Explanation Seminar
Philosophy of Biology*

Logic and Analytical Philosophy

Metaphysics & Epistemology Core Seminar
Philosophy of Language Core Seminar
Basic Concepts in Mathematical Logic
First-Order Logic
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Lanier Anderson/Joshua Landy
David Hills
David Hills

Michael Friedman/Michael Strevens

Michael Strevens
Elliot Sober

Mark Crimmins
Ken Taylor
Andrew Arana
Andrew Arana
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DISSERTATION
PRACTICAL REASONING AND THE VARIETIES OF AGENCY

A theory of the norms of practical reason, in addition to identifying the norms rationality
consists in, should explain the ground of their normativity; the theory should tell us how we
should reason and give us a story of why. The first part of my thesis defends the intuitive idea that
we should be guided by the norms of practical rationality that make us effective reasoners with
respect to our ends, given our cognitive and environmental limitations. In the second part of my
thesis, [ argue that, in the case of adult human agents, the ends with respect to which we measure
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things she cares about, the agent should reason in a way that allows her to be effective in the
pursuit of the projects that promote OE A T A E A A Owell-Being MyPradimAtio thed iy
avoids two pitfalls often leveled against such theories: redundancy and circularity.
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environment. The broad instrumental norm (BIN)? that an agent should reason according to the
norms that make her effective, given the kind ofagent she is and her environment in promoting
her ends ? allows us to make sense of this variation. By distinguishing this norm, which we use to
assesd1 ACAT 06O AAIT Boinfs azén® Esk ih quididg@dliberattd i (for instance, the
instrumental norm instructing us to take the necessary means to our ends), the theory avoids
redundancy and circularity. This conclusion is available to a wide variety of theories of value.
There are various ways we can understand the endsin relation to which we measure
effectiveness? ends the agent oughtto have, ends the agent has, or ends the agent would have
under certain conditions? depending on the particular theory. However, BIN only gives us an
external standard of assessment and deeply reflective agents, like ourselves, are also faced with
what Christine Korsgaard has termed the normative question; why am I subject to the norms of
rationality?

In Part II, I tackle the normative question by developing an internal argument for deeply
reflective agents like ourselves. In addition to our reflectiveness, a distinctive feature of adult
human agency is our ability to engage in prospective deliberation? to take our past decisions as
authoritative and to take ourselves to have the authority to make decisions for our future selves. I
argue that desires, self-governing policies, and value judgments cannot ensure the diachronic
agential authority presumed in prospective deliberation. Caring, I argue, not only canensure
diachronic agential authority in a way that allows us to explain why we can sensibly engage in
prospective deliberation, but it can also serve as the basis of a pragmatic argument for the norms
of practical rationality, because a pragmatic argument based on caring avoids another potential
source of circularity. CAOET ¢ AT AOT1 60 OANOEOA OEAOthébrhsoACAT O
rationality, unlike self-governing policies or value judgments; we can understand caring in agents
OEAO A OdpHisticared defifratars. Once we understand the endsin BIN as given by the
things that the agent cares about (for our particular kind of agency), the norms of practical
rationality for caring agents are those that allow the agent to reason, given her environment, in
ways that promote the well-being of the things that she cares about.

Committee: Michael E. Bratman (chair), Nadeem Hussain, Tamar Schapiro, Kenneth Taylor



