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Nothing Goes On Forever: After 43 years, Ken and Barbie are splitting up; a press release from Mattel said: "The couple has decided to spend some quality time apart." In response to a follow-up question: "Will they ever get back together?" – a spokesperson from Mattel refused to speculate, saying: "I am sympathetic to their needs, and respectful of their privacy."

Good Work If You Can Get It: For his 55-hour marriage to Britney Spears, Jason Alexander received a settlement of $560,000 – that's about $10,200 per hour.

Quack, Indeed: Justice Scalia, when asked about the duck hunting trip he took with his friend Dick Cheney, said emphatically again that he would not recuse himself from the case involving Mr. Cheney that is coming to the Supreme Court. This time, however, he turned to the questioner and added a defiant··."QUACK, QUACK."

Recuse Would, In Fact, Be Bad: But while on the subject one should note that it would be bad for Mr. Scalia to recuse himself from that case; if he did, it would leave the 'Cheney' verdict at 4-4, which would solve nothing. It's better that Scalia stay on the case and make it 5-4, and continue the shame that is now the Supreme Court.

Interesting: About 40% of adults in the U.S. are unmarried.

Better a Warning Than to Run the Risk: Been a hot spell in Northern California recently, and many folks are beginning to put those giant reflecting things up against their front windshields when they park. Saw one today that said "Warning: Do not drive vehicle with sun-shield in place."
Recovery?? From April '03 to the present, i.e., in about one year, the U.S. economy has created 290,000 private sector jobs. Of these 215,000 have been temporary positions.

To Pledge Or Not To Pledge – That Is The Question: One group pledged to remain virgins until marriage; the other equal size group did not take the pledge. For the 12,000 teenagers in this study, the rate of sexually transmitted diseases was the same in each group.

Bye-bye Hubble: Scientists were briefly encouraged that the Hubble Space Telescope might yet be saved; but the feeling didn't last long. As Ann Thropojinic of NASA put it: "You scientists just don't get it. People don't care what is going on 13 billion years away they want to know how you eat spaghetti in zero gravity."
Try Leeches: With Medicare reimbursing less than the cost of many new drugs, one doctor suggested to his colleagues that they return patients to their old drugs even though they are more toxic and less effective; a second doctor in the group disagreed, believing it's unethical to prescribe toxic medication just because of reimbursement rates; a third doctor said he didn't know what to do, and the fourth member of the practice suggested not accepting any future cancer patients that are covered by Medicare.

Great Demand: They would enter the freezer at the UCLA medical center and steal body parts: hands feet, knees, etc.,  and sell them to biomedical companies and other clients. Mary Roach commented: "There is a large market for every body part." She is the well-known author who wrote Stiff: The Curious Lives of Human Cadavers.
Ya-Think? Call options on Invision stock were averaging 2,000 contracts traded per day. But on March 8th, 9000 contracts traded; on March 10th, 16,000 traded, and on the following Monday, G.E. announced its takeover bid for Invision, whereupon Mr. Larry Mcmillan, the president of an options analysis firm, said: "The volume looks suspicious."

That's 1/100th of One Percent: Computer spammers say that to break even, they typically need just one positive response to their spam (i.e., one buyer) per 10,000 messages sent.

Good Job For Jobs: His 27.5 million stock options were unprofitable and his salary was $1 per year, so Apple Computer gave Steve Jobs stock worth $74.8 million.

Nearly 70 Years: Arguing for a proposed law, in 1878, U.S. Senator John F. Miller said: 'Were the Chinese to amalgamate at all with our people… the result would be "a mongrel of the most detestable that has ever afflicted the earth." He must have been convincing, for, in 1880, a law was enacted that prohibited marriage between a white person and "A Negro, Mulatto or Mongolian." In 1945, Gov. Earl Warren supported the expansion of the law to include Malays. In 1948, the law was repealed.

A 5-Star Performance – Almost: The reviewer rating Pavarotti's last operatic performance gave it 5 stars – the highest rating – for sentiment, and 2 stars for quality.

Vroom: A chart in the Wall Street Journal comparing Toyota's recent sales and market share in the U.S. to its competitors was titled: "Vroom for improvement".

At Least That Is Our Hunch: A special Good One from the basketball analyst who, discussing a certain 7-ft center, said: "His mother is 6' 3", his father 6' 10" and so obviously, he gets his height in part through genetics."

Holy Cow: With church attendance falling, some clergy are turning to animals, introducing pet-friendly services. The St. Francis Episcopal Church in Stamford, Connecticut, for example, offers a monthly 'Holy Communion for Pets' event, and at Temple Beth Shir-Shalom in Santa Monica, California, a prayer taken from a Fiddler on the Roof tune proclaims: "May our God protect and defend you; May God always shield you from fleas…"

Good News All Around (relax and read to the end): On March 16th, a massive missile attack was launched against the U.S. The good news is every incoming missile was intercepted and destroyed. The even better news is that this missile attack was a computer simulation by the missile defense agency.

That'll Teach 'em: He and his wife went to the Ritz-Carlton in Half Moon Bay, CA to celebrate. They ordered a glass of white wine, and then a second, but the mood was compromised when the bill came and he noticed that each glass of this 'un-special' wine carried a price tag of $20. Irate, and vowing not to take this lying down, he let 'em have it by leaving only a 15% tip.

Bunch of Schmucks: In the secret initiation ritual of the Masonic Lodge in Patchoge, N.Y., the candidate sits in a chair and 'endures' as one of the brothers standing in front of him pulls a gun and shoots blanks directly at him. Of course on this particular day, brother Eid pulled a real revolver loaded with non-blanks and shot our candidate in the face 3 or 4 times. At that point the initiation procedure was halted, the brotherhood seeing no point in continuing since the candidate was dead. Later that day, brother Eid pleaded 'not guilty' to the charge of manslaughter.

Mistrust: A recent survey asked: "Following the Iraqi war, is the U.S. MORE trustworthy or LESS trustworthy?" The results were:

in the U.S.: 
more = 58%  
less = 26%

in Britain: 
more = 22% 
less = 58%

in Germany: 
more = 8%  
less = 82%

in Russia:
more = 6%
less = 64%

in France: 
more = 12% 
less = 78%

in Turkey: 
more = 6% 
less = 75%

in Jordan: 
more = 3% 
less = 50%

Better Than Mine: At the bottom of the application it said: Sign Here ____________________. And in the blank, she wrote "Saggitarius". In my book I relate how I answered a similar question – this one asked for Church preference – I wrote in 'Gothic'. Am forced to admit hers is better.

Rhode Island Must Have Been the Model: In Spring of 1999, the Rhode Island men's basketball team won 20 games and the league championship. During that time, four of the scholarship athletes took a total of 17 classes, combined. For their efforts they received 1D, 2F's, 3 'no-shows' and 11 'incompletes'. There were repercussions, and some dismissals and suspensions and the like, but, during the year, there were also a sufficient number of grade changes to allow all the players to once again become eligible in time for the new season.

The Rising Sun Also Sets: The average 30-something married man in Japan spends about 24 minutes per day on household chores; for the same aged married Japanese woman the housework figure is 5 hrs. 37 min. It's no wonder that these women, when asked to name a single word that best describes their marriage, didn't choose 'love' or 'romance' or some such. Instead, their most common descriptor was 'endurance'! A lifetime of this 'endurance' has some interesting ramifications for the women as they get older. For example, it is not uncommon for aging married women in Japan to buy cemetery plots on their own, to, as one woman put it, "avoid being tied to their husbands and in-laws for eternity."

Spanish Justice: The prime suspect in the bombing of the Spanish train that killed nearly 200, was one Jamal Zougam. Three years ago the police stormed his apartment and found phone numbers of suspected terrorists, a video of fighting Islamic warriors, and four books in Arabic on aspects of Jihad. The Spanish police, saying that evidence wasn't strong enough… let him go. 

Snow Job: John Snow, the US Secretary of the Treasury, in an interview, said: "I state my reputation on there being at least 2 million new jobs produced in the US between the 3rd quarter of this year and the 3rd quarter of next year." Fortunately, Mr. Snow is not risking anything of much substance.

Job Related Travel: Victor Conte, alleged to be at the center of the BALCO/steroids controversy has received court permission to leave the state to attend a bodybuilding expo in Ohio.

Heartbreak America: An item purchased from 'Heartland America' didn't arrive after three weeks, so I called in. The sales person told me it takes 10 to 14 business days for delivery, so I should give it another week, which I did -- but then it still hadn't arrived. So I called back and was told they would not replace the item or give a refund, but they were going to send out a form that I must fill out to initiate the trace procedure, and that I could expect to receive the form in 10 to 14 business days.

Bow-Wow: I passed a police car that was sitting at a cross street giving stop sign tickets. It wasn't clear why the officer had his German shepherd on-duty with him, but, let me tell you, that was one beautiful dog. So I walked over and said to the officer: "Wow, what a gorgeous creature – can I pet him?" The officer replied: "Better not!" – Whoa.

Almost One-In-Ten: There are 19.5 million autos registered in the U.S. Last year, over 8% – or nearly 1 in 12 – was recalled by the manufacturers.

Can Add Up: To keep the dollar from collapsing against the yen, Japan, in 2003, bought $180 billion in the open market. In the first two months of this year, they bought an additional $90 billion -- which, in turn, has increased their total dollar reserves to nearly $800 billion. Look out. When they decide it's time to sell ....

Woe Is He: When he was 20, he sprained his wrist; he shook it, waved it around, and the pain disappeared. That was that. When he was 30, the sprain took a day or so to clear. Now 40, his wrist is once again acting up and he is sure it is Pancreatic cancer…

Hi! Sis: Elan called her identical twin sister Desiree to wish her a happy birthday. Desiree said she knew it was Elan without picking up the phone, but that the insight had less to do with twin-sister psychic abilities than it did with caller ID.

What Is A Minority? Some think the best Good One in my book Good OnesTM is the one about a fellow we admitted to a graduate physics program as a Native American (When doubts about his ethnicity arose we inquired, and discovered all was in order – he was a Native American – he was born in Cleveland!!) Now another similar chap is in the news. And in trouble. He is a first-generation white American whose parents were born and raised in South Africa. Accordingly, he checked the box African American.

Tico Tyco: One of the TYCO execs who is on trial testified that he "didn't notice" the 1999 W-2 income statement from the company only listed one-half of his income for the year.

The Luck Of The Vich: Yet another good Luckovich cartoon. In the left panel, President Bush announces: "This economy will create 2.6 million new jobs." On the right side, the President's spokesman announces in a press conference: "The White House stands by that figure -- but without the word million."

Worry Wart: Instructor to Class: In 5 billion years the sun will become a Red Giant and will destroy everything on the earth. (A student in the front row gasps!)

    Instructor to Student: Why are you so troubled by what will happen in 5 billion years?

    Student: Oh! I thought you said 5 million.

Stephen Wright: I don't know Stephen Wright, but he obviously has an active and fertile imagination. Consider some of his Good Ones:

 I'd kill for a Nobel Peace Prize

Half the people you know are below average

All those that believe in psycho-kinesis, raise my hand

I intend to live forever -- so far, so good.

If Barbie is so popular how come we have to buy her friends?

To steal from one person is plagiarism, to steal from many is research.

Such A Deal: "Lease a new '04 Honda Accord for $199 per month!!!! "Hmm... sounds like a pretty good deal, 'til you read the fine print. The price includes a capital cost reduction (read DEPOSIT) of $4,000. And guess what? If you put down $6,000, you can reduce the lease price to $159 a month. And if you put down the whole cost of the car, the lease price is reduced to zero!!

Too Bad They Won't Be Able To Read This: In 1990, the total US (federal plus state) spending on K-12 education was $250 billion; that year the average reading score for 4th graders was 200. In 2003, K-12 spending doubled to $500 billion (the defense budget is $375 billion), and the average 4th grade reading score was still 200.

Slaughterhouse -Five: Sorry about another slaughterhouse story, but this is a Good One about feces; Inspectors are (of course) supposed to stop the 'production line' if they spot feces on one of the passing cows -- BUT! -- the current guidelines say to push the stop button only if the feces is of a yellow, green, brown or dark color AND is distinctly fibrous in nature; if it is not too fibrous and doesn't meet the color standard you let it pass. Burger anyone?

Learning Fast: Valentine's Day is big in Iran of all places; Valentine's sales now match those of Norous, the Iranian New Year. For Valentine's week vendors in Iran say they have been able to raise flower prices by 20%á It's hardly the 600% that the American flower industry thrusts on us, but give it time -- the Iranians are new to this capitalistic game.

Wrong Way, Baby: In 1993 the smoking rate in the US was 25%; in 2001 it had fallen to 22.8%. In Europe, the rate in 1995 was 33.9%; in 2002 it was 39.4%.

A Good OneTM But Not An Easy One: A pair of lesbians are battling over the custody of their twin daughters, now five years old. One provided the egg(s) and the other, after implantation, carried the babies for the nine months. The court will probably side with the "egg mother" but...WHOA.

English Is Better: Mel Gibson's "The Passion of The Christ" is filmed in Latin and Aramaic? Not a good choice. For anti-Semitic stuff, German or French is better.

Good OnesTM -- Taken! Recently I tried to register "GoodOnes.com". (I figured I have a small right to it.) Alas, it was all to no avail. The name already has been taken - by a porno site.

Nice Guys Finish Last? This kid Phelps is setting loads of swimming records and aiming to top Mark Spitz's record of 7 Golds in the '72 Olympics. It reminds me of a Good One contributed by another swimmer commenting on Spitz's achievement back in 1972. He said: "It could have happened to a nicer guy."

Death Bed Wish (A Good Ones from 1856): On his death bed, Heinrich Heine said: "I bequeath all of my property to my wife on the condition that she remarry immediately. Then there will be at least one man to regret my death."

Help for The Schools: Ever get the feeling that this "No Child Left Behind" program is a pile of _____? Anyway, always trying to help, the Feds, on Thursday, Feb 19th, informed all schools that they do not have to include the test results of students who are recent immigrants and who speak no English.

BRAVO!! Have you heard about the new CM-CSF gene treatment for late-stage lung cancer patients? It's absolutely fantastic. Lung cells are removed from a patient and injected with a gene called CM-CSF. The "altered" cells are then injected back into the patient, whose body's natural immune system attacks and destroys the cells! Early trials look very promising. Bravo!! to the researchers. There'd better be funding to further support their work. If they are denied because billions of dollars are being spent looking for rocks on Mars, or sealing leaks in the Space Station,....

Ready, Set, Fire! The Utah legislature has sent the Governor a bill to ban firing squads as an execution mechanism. Arguing for the ban one senator said they didn't want to allow murderers the choice of a firing squad so they could "go out in a blaze of glory". An advocate of firing squads argued that lethal injection was "painless and the easy way out."

How Much Is the Bus Fare? The parked car was all steamed up and, from experience, the police suspected drug and/or sexual activity. Going to investigate the situation, they discovered inside the car a 30 year-old teacher and a 14 year-old middle school student, each naked. The teacher told police she was "giving the boy a ride home."

Coal-a Anyone? The Chinese used to export lots of coal but now they need the coal internally › or rather the coke derived from it › to produce steel. As a result, there is a worldwide shortage of coke, thus causing the price of coal to soar. Now, I know it's a touchy subject, but, if coke is in such short supply, maybe Pepsi will do? - (Sorry!)

Nutsy: See my book, Good Ones (p.19), about the "Segway", the scooter that costs $5,000. Its projected sales were 50,000-100,000 units. But through September of '03, only 6,000 units had been sold and, since then, the company has refused to provide sales figures.

Worth Quite a Bit Less Than 100 Words: John Kerry's solo picture was taken in 1971 in Mineola New York; Jane Fonda's solo is from 1972 in Miami Beach Florida; Somebody in 2004 spliced the images making it seem that they appeared together. Now who could have done such a thing?? Maybe the same people who outed poor Mr. Wilson's wife?

CONOCO Is Not As Well Connected: Under pressure, Conoco has agreed to cut its business connections with Syria and Iran, and any state on the President's 'terrorist nation' list. But, so far, Halliburton and General Electric have failed to take similar action

Boxing Is Dead: When Rocky Marciano abruptly retired in 1956, Floyd Patterson knocked out Archie Moore to claim the vacated title. This week, with heavyweight champ Lennox Lewis retiring, the fight to name the new champ will be between Vitali Klitschko and Corrie Sanders??

Preparation Johnny: The Johnny Cash family is upset that a Florida advertising company plans to use Cash's song Ring of Fire as the background music in an ad for hemorroid cream. The catchy phrase that they will underscore, if you pardon the expression, will be: "And it burns, burns, burns -- The ring of fire. The ring of fire."

B-1, B-6, C And Folic Acid: Gary Sheffield of the New York Yankees is a customer of BALCO -- the suspected steroid lab in California -- but he says it was vitamins that he ordered from the company. Slugger Barry Bonds is also a long-time customer; he also denies any steroid use -- but, as yet, hasn't said whether it was the vitamins that he ordered or BALCO's new special blend yogurt.

Sweet For The Not-So-Sweet: A Free Trade Agreement, recently signed, lists all commodities to be freely traded between the U.S. and select countries. But, for the first time ever, sugar has been excluded entirely from the Agreement. The sugar industry is a major contributor to the Bush re-election campaign, and so sugar is off-the-table, and will remain 'protected'. It's also worth noting that the U.S. cost of sugar is about four times the world price.

UH-OH: Studying muscle-wasting diseases such as MS, MD, etc., scientists have found that they can double the leg strength of laboratory rats by injecting the rats with genes for a specific growth factor (IGF-1). One scientist working on this research said: "… prospects are also particularly high that this kind of muscle-directed gene therapy will be used by healthy individuals in the athletic community for performance enhancement."

