COM 23
Stress and Intonation Practice

General Rules:

1. Intonation (pitch) rises on the focused word and then tends to fall slowly till the next focused word: focused words indicate new, important information.

2. Heavily stressed words almost always also go up in pitch except at the end of a statement.

3. Important information toward the end of a sentence is often stretched out.

4. Flat intonation tends to put English speakers to sleep, and strong stress without a change in intonation can be interpreted as being too serious or even hostile.

Introducing
First, let's have a look at Figure 1.

What I'd like to do today is to review two basic concepts.

Let's start by defining what we mean by "input" here.

Connecting
Now besides dogs, there's another animal that's commonly kept as a pet.

This wasn't the only contribution they made: another one was the isolation of Factor Z

Once we've solved for x in this equation, we can move on to the next step.

The fourth and last group of macromolecules are enzymes.

Emphasizing
 
The most striking feature of this analysis is its simplicity.

The timing of this stage is crucial: if it's done too soon, the experiment will fail; if  it's done too late, it will explode.

But the most important thing to remember is to check your work thoroughly before you turn it in.

Let me repeat that: if your report is late, you won't be getting your bonus.

