Ery Jackie Zakrewsky

Good Reading

No Turning Back

Here i= the book | wich every member of Gongress would read: No Turning Back: The
History of Feminism and the Fulure of Women (Ballantine, 2002) by Est=lle B.
Freedman. It'll reassure our Capitol Hill allies that, despite a tortuous and an often-
lonely road, they're on the right path. It may convince those other policy-makers, the
majority, that wemen are anything but a namow interest group.
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THE HISTORY
OF FEMINTSM
AND THE FUTLURE
OF WOMEN

ESTELLE B. FREEDMAN

Estelle Freedman, a Stanford Universily
history professor and  cofounder of the
schools feminist studies progrun, offers a
swveeping histoncal view (withowr sacrificing
depth) of the cmergence and impecl of fzm-
inisms, particulardy in the United States. Yes,
that's “feminism” in the pluml, One suspects
thuit Femimisms would be in the book’s titls
if Freedman hid hac ber way, (Publishers us-
ally comired Gthes.)

O more thing about et ile Ao
Treenting Back nay sound like a mllying ory.

laur it's really a statement of fac bome out
vy the overwhelming evidence Freedman
presents. There will be no meening back
because femimism s penasive, Uod ooso
Many issues in s many countnes—iom the
fight for equity in mdustrialized nations (o
the stnepe for food, health care, and oo
tion in developing countries, This muliplicry
af Esues globally contribates 10 Froodiom’s
oo that fersindsm s cghily pharl.

Frecdman excels 2t showing how inter
comnecied  oivil rghts issues are—history
potwithsmnding, Winess e deep  divide
betwoeen  some  key  abolitionists  amd
women's fphts lesders inthe 197h century:
“Most abolitionists did not want w dilute
their movement [y adding women’s rights,”
rves Freedman.

Later, suffragists didin't ke on the ssue of
racin] impustice amd, in fact, often refleced
'|'||l. risLang's -\_.‘:lj.':|'h:'_u_|[l_"'l_"| araki Whien wrome
finally won the right o vote with e 1920
ratification of the 19h Amendment, woes
Freedian, “Jim Crow legislation effectively
diemlzanchised mest black women, along
with Dlack men. in southern states.”

Freedmen oovers such moubling aspecis in
the history of womens aclivism witlout
leading us 1o discount our foremothers alo-
gether. We come 1o recognize their lemacy in
all iis mchness and impedecion—and (we
hope) Tearn from it

Froedman also ably covers thomy theomet-
ical issascs that liee ar the heart of fembnist
strategy. Should we sirive [or eguality L2t
ting the swme fghts and privileges a5 men)
or stress our differcnee? Women ars o the
samer A= 113, t'l|_|1 LN II'I|.|.‘L]I 1'.'|.'|.'|]-||'|-'""1ih N
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our difference Jexls w o naduaive foos on
women's  reproduclive  capacie.  Feminist
strategy (oday balnces the mvo views—o
see women as different Inn edqual

Another paniculardy fascnating aspeat is
Frectman's disowssion of how capitalism and
democracy—hevsaoms of 1.5, sowcieny and
much  toumed  worldwide as e key o
progress—eontribuied o stengthening patri-
and delimiting  women's
Ineviiably perhaps, capitalism s fledgading
democmtic kKleals also zive mse o women's
activism, “When women’s coonomic depend-
ence in the Fanuly deepened and new ideas
cuestioned ineguality, the saoe was set Jor
ferminist politics,” wiiles Freedman

What actvests may find e el cmpow-
ering is thar feminism docsn’t depend on
great leadors. Sure, Freedmam mentiosns
well-known figures like Susan B Anthony
ancl Gloria Sweinern. But the authar recog-
mizes that irs the actions of many women on
muny frones that have led 1w vast improve-
mels N women's lives—from the right o
vole 1o the establishment of mape erisis con-
ters, The media may have o dordings (and
pureching bags), bt all of us mokes history. m

archv roaless,

= Jckie Eabverrsly Is g fromlarnce writer fi
Silver Spneiorg, Wandamd

Turning to the author

Stanford University history professor Exfolle
B. Fresdman, author of No Turning Back
and an AAUW memberat-large, racently
ook fime out for an e-mail inferview with
AALIW Outlook. Excerpls follow,

On being praised
for her objectivity
and her lack of
H'Il'iEIEI"Itr: 1 have
ey probdems with
the opposition  of
'hlril!i'l.‘l'lt_—:l.u:_l:l:u'llg
harsh or sheill—and
“objective.” The first
i5 the meay it dliscmel-
s any kind of passion—inger or oulrase,
for example—and the second is the assump.
ton that ane can be neutral about injusice.
As long as I have been a feminist, 1 have
heen possionate alsoal women's eqquality.

When 1 was younger and first realized the
pemsvilence of injustice Dwhether mcial or
sexuall, Twas preny angry: Fm sure [ masde
preople uncomforable ar dmes I naming
the problem. But 've also been decply intel-
lectually interestes! in understanding injus-
tice and I Incrensingly tried 1o ground my
passion by studying the origins of incoual-
iy and the stalegivs for combating .

I believe ten knowledge gives us power,
amil 1that the mone power (undlersganding )
we luve, the less harshly we need o -
claim our inskzhis apd the more Frasa = 1T
we can be n appreciating the social foroes
that have crearee individual behaviers tha
may ollend s,

In sho, anger can Tuel our inguincs, bur
:il1.-i:__’,|1l and 1.'-::-r|1p.a:;5:i-;_|“ 144 = ]I_:n_;_[_ WY
tovard peziching odhers.

On a feminist future: My wndlersanding
o history leads me o believe that the older
fowms of patriarchy cannot supvive ina dem-
ocratic and ecomomically  interdependent
world, and mv suney of curent organizing
showes that women throughour the world are
linding wavs 1o gain authority. | know, how-
ever, that only with constanl vigilance will
we build on the histosc] momeamm 1
describe i the boole A feminig futuee 15 el
puarnted nkss we leam from past srenghs
and past mistakes and wnless we SUpgenT The
rooder movements For demomatization and
erconoanss justice throushour dwe word,

On AAUW: AA1NW was critical to my carees
ab two [sunls, First, around 1982, when [ wes
in the pmocess of liling a sex discrimination
gricvanoe a1l work, | learnedd that AATTW wews
creating a lepal advocacy projec that 1 coukd
apply to for suppon if 1 hacd 10 go o oourt,
Although T won my grievanoe and tenumne
witloul going o court, knowing dhe 1he
organsaton was rasing funds o help ace-
demic sex ciscrimdmation cases was very
J:|l:..1|![|_'rlui1:|_:;l for me.

A few veurs later, 2 Foundation fellowship
trelped me mke a year off 1o draft my secomnd
ook, fntimenie Matters: A History of Sexuelity
i Americe, | had never had the lusure of 2
full year 1o write before, and it propelled 1y
wink enorously, =
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