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EMPLOYMENT 
 
Stanford University, Assistant Professor of Sociology, 2010 – present. 
 
EDUCATION 
 
2010 PhD in Sociology, Princeton University.  

Dissertation: The Non-Pecuniary Costs of Unemployment.  
Committee: Paul DiMaggio (Chair), Martin Ruef, Sara McLanahan. 

 
2007 MA in Sociology, Princeton University. 

  
2004 MA in Economics, University of Victoria.  
 
2001 BA in Economics and Sociology (double major), University of Victoria.  
 
 
RESEARCH INTERESTS 
 
Economic Sociology, Labor Markets, Public Policy, Statistical Methodology.  
 
PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS 
 
“Millionaire Migration and State Taxation of Top Incomes: Evidence from a Natural 

Experiment.” National Tax Journal.  Vol. 64(2): 255-84. 2011. (with Charles Varner)  
(Won Dentler Award from ASA Public Sociology and Sociological Practice 
section.) 

 
“Model Uncertainty in Sociological Research: An Application to Religion and Economic 

Growth.” American Sociological Review. Vol. 74(3):380-97. 2009. 
 
“The Emergence of Sociology from Political Economy in the United States: 1880-1940.” 

Journal of the History of the Behavioral Sciences. Vol. 45(2):91-116. 2009. (Lead article. 
Won best graduate student paper award from ASA History of Sociology section.) 

 
“The Politics, Mathematics, and Morality of Economics: a Review Essay on Robert 

Nelson’s Economics as Religion.” Socio-Economic Review. Vol. 3(1):161-172. 2005.  
 

 



OTHER PUBLICATIONS 
 
Trends in New Jersey Migration: Housing, Employment, and Taxation. Princeton University, 

Policy Research Institute for the Region. (First author with Doug Massey and 
Charles Varner) 2008. Reported in the New York Times, the Star-Ledger, and the 
Philadelphia Inquirer.  

 
“Call the Millionaire’s Bluff.” New York Daily News. 10/27/ 08. (With Charles Varner). 

(This is the fifth-largest newspaper in the U.S., with a circulation of 700,000.) 
 
“A Tale of Two Health Care Systems.” Victoria Times-Colonist. 03/22/09:D2 
 
A Century of Government: Provincial Revenues and Public Policy in BC, 1901-2003. Victoria 

BC: BC Stats, Ministry of Management Services. 2004. 
 
“The Rise and Fall of the Middle Class.” Victoria Times Colonist 05/21/97: A13. Reprinted 

in Nakhaie, M. Reza (ed.) 2007. Controversies in Canadian Sociology. Toronto, ON: 
Thompson Nelson. 

 
 
MANUSCRIPTS UNDER REVIEW 
 
“Losing a Job: The Non-Pecuniary Cost of Unemployment in the United States”  

 
“Unemployment Insurance and Job Search Activity: Evidence from Random Audits.” 

 
RESEARCH IN PROGRESS  
 
Asymmetric Information in the Market for Medicine: the Disconnect Between Hospital Quality 
and Patient Satisfaction. (With Xinxiang Chen.) 
 
The Flight of the Millionaires? Two Natural Experiments on Taxing High Incomes in 
California. (With Charles Varner and Allen Prohofsky) 

 
Handling Model Uncertainty. (Invited as a pre-conference ASA course, Denver  2012) 

 
TEACHING 
 
Sociological Methodology II: Principles of Regression  (Grad) Winter 2010-11 
 
Markets and Governance (Undergrad)    Spring 2010-11 
 
 
AWARDS 
 
ASA Public Sociology and Sociological Practice Best Student Paper Award. 2010. 

 



ASA History of Sociology Best Graduate Student Paper Award. 2009. 
 

Princeton University Dodds Honorific Fellowship. 2009-10. 
 

Harvard University Post-Doctoral Fellowship, Kennedy School of Government, Saguaro 
Seminar. 2009-10 (Declined) 

 
Yale University Post-Doctoral Fellowship, Center for Research on Inequalities and the 
Life Course. 2009-10 (Declined)  

 
Princeton University Graduate Fellowship. 2004-09. 

 
Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council Doctoral Fellowship. 2005-08.  

 
University of Victoria Graduate Fellowship, Department of Economics, 2001-02. 

 
University of Victoria President’s Scholarship for Undergraduate Students, 2000.   
 
 
INVITED PRESENTATIONS 
 
2011   “Asymmetric Information in the Market for Medicine: the Disconnect Between 

Hospital Quality and Patient Satisfaction.” 
 
Yale School of Management, September 2011. 
Harvard-MIT Economic Sociology Seminar, September 2011. 
New York University, Department of Sociology. September 2011. 
Princeton University, Center for the Study of Social Organization. September 
2011. 

 
2009 “The Non-Pecuniary Costs of Unemployment.”  

Yale University, CIQLE, November 2009.  
Duke University. November 2009.  
Stanford University. December 2009.  
 
“Elite Migration and the Impact of the Millionaire’s Tax.” New Jersey Tax and 
Fiscal Policy Commission. NJ State House, Trenton. October 2009.  
 
“Governance and the Free Market: A Dialogue with Avinash Dixit.” Economic 
Sociology Seminar, Princeton University. April 2009. (Discussion of Dixit’s 2009 
presidential address to the American Economic Association.) 
 

2008 “Trends in New Jersey Migration: Housing, Employment, and Taxation.” 
Research brief with New Jersey Governor Jon Corzine. Governor’s House, 
Princeton, NJ. September 2008.  
 
 



“Model Uncertainty in Statistics.” Therodology Seminar. Princeton University. 
April 2008. 

 
CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 
 
“Unemployment Insurance and Job Search Activity: Evidence from Random Audits.” 
American Sociological Association.  Las Vegas, August 2011. 
 
“Asymmetric Information in the Market for Medicine: the Disconnect Between Hospital 
Quality and Patient Satisfaction.” American Sociological Association.  Atlanta, August 
2010. 
 
“Religion and Economic Growth in Western Europe: 1500-2000.” American Sociological 
Association.  San Francisco, August, 2009.  
 
“Millionaire Migration: The Impact of Taxing Top Incomes in New Jersey.” New 
Directions for New Jersey (Progressive Policy Institute Conference). East Brunswick, NJ, 
April 2009. 
 
“Waiting for the Weekend: An Analysis of Unemployed Time Use.” Eastern Sociological 
Society. Baltimore, March 2009. 
 
“The Non-Pecuniary Costs of Unemployment.” American Sociological Association. 
Boston, August 2008.  
 
“Religion and Economic Growth.” European University Institute, Florence Italy. May 
2007. 
 
 
 
REVIEWER FOR: American Sociological Review, American Journal of Sociology, Social Forces, 
Demography, Sociological Forum, Sociological Theory, Social Science Research, and Quarterly 
Journal of Economics.  


