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1. Serial Verb Condructionsin Thai

Verb Congtructions (hereafter SV Cs) across languages have been widdy
discussed in the literature. According to Durie (1997), it isasingle serid verb
complex describes what is conceptudized as single event. It follows from thisthet a
serid verb complex can often be best trandated into a non-seridizing language using
asngle, mono-verbd clause. Some examples of the SYCsin Tha are shown in (1) —

(4).

(D ka:nda: dwyn pay  Si: nansi:
Kanda wak  go buy book

‘Kandawaked away to buy abook.’

(2 ka:nda: 2aw mi:t han kay
Kanda take  knife  cut chicken

‘Kandatook aknifeto cut achicken.’

(3) ka:nda: yi:in rd:gple:n
Kanda dand sng

‘Kanda sang, while ganding’

(4) ka:nda: tham ke 1w terk
Kanda make glass bresk

“Kanda made a glass broke.’

All SVCs in Tha ae composed of a least two verbs or two VPs in the series. No
overt conjunction gppear in between those two verbs, and dl verbs in saies share at
least one argument, which can be a@ther subject sharing or object sharing.

2. Typeof Thai SVCs

According to the limitation of the verbs that can occur in eech SVCs, |
propose to divide the SVCsin Thai into eight types, as follow:

2.1 Mation SVCs
There are two types of the Motion SVCs regarding to the set of verbs that occur in
the sequence: Mation-deictic SVCs asin (5) and Mation-directiond SVCsin (6).

(5)aka:nda: win ma:
Kanda run come
‘Kandaruns/ ran towards the spesker.’



b.ka:nda: dw¥n pay

Kanda wak Qo
‘Kandawaks/ waked away from the spesker.’
(6) ka:nda: dyn Khaw ro:grian pay
Kanda walk enter school go

‘Kanda entered the school, walking away from the spesker.’

The st of thefirg verb in the motiont deictic SV Csislimited to the manner-of-

motion verbs, and the st of its sscond verb islimited to the deictic verbs ma: ‘come
andpay ‘go’. Thedeictic verbma: ‘come shows the direction towards the spesker’s
viewpoint, and pay ‘go’ shows the direction away from the spesker’ s viewpoint.

For the Mation-directiond SVCs, the set of thefirg verb in the motion —
directiond seridization is limited to the manner-of-motion verb; but the set of the
second verb in sequence belongs to the directiond verb. When the find verb denotes
an intentiond action such askhd : 2 ‘knock’ as in (7 aand b), the sentences have the
semantic ambiguity. They can be interpreted ether as the overlapping tempord
interpretation (meaning (i)) or as the purposive interpretation (meaning (ii)).

(7) a ka:nda: wip ma: khd:? pratu:
Kanda run come knock door

(i) “While Kanda was running towards the speaker, she knocked on the door.’

(overlapping)

(i) *Kandaruns/ ran towards the spesker to knock the door.” (purposive)
b.ka:nda: dyn 2o:k pay khd:¢? pratu:

Kanda wak  exit go knock door
(1) *While Kanda was walking out away from the spesker, she knocked on the door.’
(overlapping)

(ii) ‘Kandawaks/ waked out away from the spesker to knock the door.” (purposive)

On the other hand, when the findl verb does not denote the intentiond action
suchas cy: ‘find in (8 a and b.), the sentence has only one semantic interpretation,
which is the overlgpping tempord interpretation.

(8) a ka:nda: dw¥n ma: cY!: chan
Kanda wak come find I
‘While Kanda was waking towards the speaker, she found ne’ (overlgoping)
b.ka:nda: dyn ©?2o0:k pay cY: chan
Kanda wak  exit go find I

‘While Kandawas waking out away from the spesker, she found me.” (overlgpping)
| will discuss the semantic interpretation of Thal SVCsllater.
2.2 Pogture SVCs

The st of firgt verb in the posture SV Csis the postura verb, and the second
verb in the series can be any verb, which | would like to cdl them asthe verbsin the

open class, asin (9).



(9 ka:nda: yiin khd:? pratu:
Kanda dand knock door
‘Kanda knocked the door while standing.’

Even though the find verb denotes the intentiond action such askhd : 2 ‘knock’ in
(9), it does not have the purposive interpretation. It has only one semantic
interpretetion, which is the smultaneous interpretation. The potura verb indicates
the action of the body in a particular position while the agent carries out an action.
The ungrammatica sentence in (10) shows that the posture SV Cs cannot have the
purposive verb phrase.

(10)* ka:nda: yimn thinp chanwa:pkhd:p bonsud
Kanda stand reech shelf top
(Intended meaning: Kanda stood in order to reach the top shelf.’)

2.3 Take-SVCs

Thefirg verb in the series of the Take-SV Csistheverb 2aw ‘take and the

second verb belongs to the open dass verb, which isusudly an activity verb, asin
(12).

(1) ka:nda: 2aw mi:t han kay
Kanda take knife cut chicken

(1) ‘Kanda took the knife (and) cut the chicken.’ (sequentid)

(ii) ‘Kanda takes/ took the knife to cut the chicken.” (purposive)

It has two semantic interpretations, ether the sequentid interpretation, which isthe
interpretation thet al eventsin the sentence happened in sequences, the first event is
terminated before the second verb happened, or the purposive interpretation, which
the second event is the purpose of the first event.

2.4 UseSVCs

Thefirgt verb in series of the Use-SVCsistheverb chay ‘use’ and the second
verb belongs to the open dlass verb, which is usudly an activity verb, asin (12).

(12)ka:nda: chay mi:t han kay
Kanda use knife cut chicken
‘Kanda cut the chicken with the knife’

It has only one semantic interpretation, which is the sequentid interpretation.
When the Use-SV Csis added more verb phrase, which isthe verb thet denotesthe
intentiond action asin (13), it has @ther the sequentid or purposive interpretation.

(13)ka:nda: chay mi:t han kay hay nd:p
Kanda use knife cut chicken give gSder

(i) ‘Kanda cut the chicken with the knife (and) gave (it) to her Sgter.” (sequentid)
(i) *Kanda cuts/ cut the chicken with the knife to give (it) to her Sgter.” (purposive)



2.5 Opendass SVCs

There are two verbs in series in the Open class SV Cs. Both of them can be any
verb in the open dass, asin (14). They have two semantic interpretetions, which are
the sequentia and purposive interpretetions.

(14 ka:nda: huy kha:w kin
Kanda cook rice eat

(i) ‘Kanda cooked rice (and) ate (it).” (sequentia)

(i) *Kanda cooks / cooked rice to et.” (purposive)

Thereis one regtriction for these two verbs, which is neither of them can bea
detive verb asthe ungrammatical sentencesin (15).

(15 * ka:nda: khit ri:p rian klimcay
Kanda think issue study be upsat
(Intended meaning: ‘ Kanda thought about her study and she was upsat aboout it.’)

2.6 Give-SVCs

There aretwo verbsin seriesin the Give-SVCs. Thefirg varbislimited to a

verb hay ‘give, and the second verb belongs to the open class verb, as the second
part of the Open dlass SVCin (16), whichis‘give Sster read’.

(16)ka:nda: si: nansi: hay nd:p ?a:n
Kanda buy book gve  gder read
‘Kanda bought a book (and) gave (it) to her Sgter to read.’

TheGive-SVC has only the purposive interpretation. The second verb 2a:n ‘read’
denotes the purpose of thefirst verb hay ‘give .

Follow Pingkarawat (1989), Rungkupan (1997), and Muansuwan (2002), |
consder hay ‘give in this congruction asaverb.

2.7 Causative SVCs

There are two verbsin seriesin the Causative SVCs. Thefirg verb is
restricted totheverb ¢ ham ‘make . For the second verb, it belongsto the intrangtive
verb in the open dass, asin (17), not the trangtive verb, as the ungrammatical
sentencein (18).

(17 ka:nda: tham dek rd:pha:y
Kanda meke child cry
‘Kandamade the child cry.
(18)* ka:nda: tham dek ?a:n nansi:
Kanda make child read book
(Intended meaning: Kanda mede the child read a book.)



The Causative SV C has only one semantic interpretation, which is the causative
interpretetion. Theverb t ham ‘make has the causative meaning, making the agent to
be a causer that made the theme changes Sate.

2.8 Reaultative SVCs

The Reaultative SV Cs are composed of two verbsin series. Both verbs belong
to the open class verbsin which the second verb is dso the result verb, asin (19).

(19) a ka:nda: pluk wi:ra 16m

Kanda push Vira fdl
‘Kanda pushed Vira (s0) Virafdl down.
b. ka:nda: kin kha 1w ?im
Kanda eat rice befull

“Kanda ate rice until she was full.’

The object of the first verb can be the subject of theresult verb asin (19 a) and the
subject of thefirst verb can be the subject of the result verb asin (19 b.). Furthermore,
in (20), either the subject or the object of thefirst verb can be the subject of the resuilt
verb.

(200 ka:nda: khi: ma: ni:y
Kanda ride horse betired
() ‘Kanda rode the horse (as the result) she got tired.
(i) ‘Kanda rode the horse (as the result) the horse got tired.’

The Resultative SV Cs have only one semantic interpretation, which isthe result
interpretation. The second verb shows the result sate of the agents or themes &fter the
action of thefirg verb.

In sum, there are eight types of the SVCsin Tha with repect to the regtriction
of the verb groups that occur in the series. One of the verbsin the seriesin each type
of Thai SV Cs except the Open class SV Cs and the Resultative SV Cs gppear to be
restricted to alimited set of verbs, while the other is more open. For example, thefirst
verb of the motion SVCsis redricted to the st of the manner-of-motion verb while
the second verb can be the other verb. So, the open class verb here meansthe verb in
generd. It isnot limited to the specific verb. All eight types of the SVCsin Thai is
shownintable 1.

Table 1.: Eight types of SVCsin Thai

Typesof serialization Classof verb

1. Mation SVCs Manner-of-motion verb + dectic/directiond
verb

2. Posture SVCs Posturd verb + open class verb

3. Teke-SVCs Take + open class verb

4. Use-SVCs Use + open classverb

5. Open dass SVCs Open class verb + open dass verb

6. Give-SVCs Give + open classverb

7. Causative SVCs Make + open class verb

8. Reaultative SVCs Open dlass verb + open class verb (result)




3. The Syntactic structure of Thai SVCs

To sudy the syntactic gtructure of dl eight types of the SVCs in Tha, | address
two key syntactic questions.
@) What is the mode of combination of the verbs of VPs in Tha SVCs
coordination or subordination?
(i)  What are the mechanisms of argument sharing in Tha SVC?

With respect to the negation and coordinate structure congraint argued in Ross
1976, Tha SV Cs dructures are different from the coordinate structures. Here are
ome examples

In the coordinated sentence, the negative item may occursin front of either
verb, asin (21) and (22).

(2)ka:nda: may pay ro:prian 1é?2 midy si: nansi :
Kaxda NEG go  shool ad NEG bwy  book
‘Kanda did not go to school and did not buy a book.’
(22) aka:nda: may pay ro:grian 1é2 si: nansi:
Kanda NEG go school and  buy book
‘Kandadid not go to school and bought a book.’
b.ka:nda: pay ro:grian 1é?2 may si: nansi:
Kanda go schodl and NEG buy book

‘Kanda went to school and did not buy abook.’

In contragt, in SV Cs, the negative item m4y occurs only in front of the first
verb, asin (23).

(23)aka:nda: may dyn pay si: nansi:

Kanda NEG  wadk Qo buy book
(i) ‘It isnot the case that while Kanda was walking away from the spesker, she bought
abook.” (overlgpping)
(ii) ‘It is not the case that Kanda waked away from the spesker to buy a book.’
(purposive)

b.*ka:nda: dwn may pay si: nansi:
Kanda wak NEG @O buy book
c.*ka:nda: dwn pay may Si: nansi:

Kanda wak  go NEG buy book

In (233), the negative item may occurs in front of the first verb and takes a wide scope
the whole sentence, bath in the overlgpping tempord interpretation in () and the
purposive interpretation in (b). The negativeitem may cannot occur in front of the
other verbs as the ungrammatica sentences (23b) and (23c). All eight types of Thai
SVCs, except Resultative SV Cs, share this property.
Another syntectic dructure showing that the SVCs have the different
dructures from the coordinate dructures is the extraction. According to the



Coordinate Structure Condraint argued in Ross (1967), extraction is not possble out
of the coordinate structures. Thisisillustrated for Thal sentencesin (24).

Coordination:

(X)aka:nda: dyn 1é? pay si: nansi:
Kanda wadk and  go buy book

‘Kandawalked and went to buy a book.’

b.*nansi:;,ka:nda: dyn 1?2 pay sSi:
book Kanda wdk ad @ buy
c.*1é? pay sk nansi:i,ka:nda: dyn___
ad Qo buy book Kanda wak

In contrast, the SV Cs dlow extraction. Either the object in each verb phrase or
even the whole verb phrase in Thai SV Cs, except the Posture SV Cs, the Use-SVCs,
and the Causative SCV's, can have topicdization. Here are the examples of the
topicdization in of Tha SVCs

Mationdeictic SVCs
(25)aka:nda: dyn pay si: nansi :
Kanda wak go buy book

() ‘While Kanda wes wdking away from the spesker, she bought a book.’
(overlapping)
(i) ‘Kandawaks/ waked away from the spesker to buy abook.’” (purposive)
b.nansi:;, ka:nda: dyn pay SE i
book Kanda wak  go buy
(i) ‘As for the book, while Kanda was waking away from the spesker, she bought
(it). (overlapping)
(i) ‘As for the book, Kanda waks / waked away from the spesker to buy (it).’
(purposive)
d.pay si: nansi:i,ka:nda: dyn___
go buy book Kanda wak
(i) ‘Going avay from the spesker, (and) buying a book, Kanda did while she was
walking.” (overlgoping)
(i) ‘To go away from the spesker to buy a book, Kanda intends to do while she walks
/ walked.” (purposive)

Sinceit is possble to extract the object in each verb phrase out of them, they
al have the subordingtion Sructure.
There are two questions to address about the subordination structure of Tha
SVCs, which are:
1: which is the head? And which is the dependent?
2: |sthe dependent a complement or an adjunct?
Asfor thefirg question, thefirg verb in V1 — V2 sequence is the head while the
second verb is dependent. Thisis because thefirst verb isthe close classitem, for
example take, use, give, posture verb, manner of mation verb, except for the Open
cass SVCs. Thefirst verb, as the head, sdects the second verb phrase asits
dependent.
For the second question, the second verb of the teke-SVCs and use-SVCs are
complement since both verbs ‘take’ and ‘use’ cannot occur without the second VP as |



dready showed in chapter 2. The sentence without the second VP is ungrammaticd as
shown in (26) and (27).

(26) * ka:nda: 2aw mi:t
Kanda take knife
(Intended meaning: ‘ Kanda took aknife)
(@0 * ka:nda:  chay mi:t
Kanda use knife
(Intended meaning: ‘ Kanda used a knife))

Sincethe second VP isobligatory in the Take-SVCs and Use-SVCs, it isindeed the
complement of the verb ‘take’ and ‘use'.
The second verb in the Causative SV Csis dso obligatory, asin (28a). The

first verb t ham ‘make cannot occur separately as the ungrammatica sentence (28b).

(28)aka:nda: tham KE:w te:k

Kanda make glass break
‘Kanda made the glass bresk.’
b.* ka:nda: tham keE 1w
Kanda make glass

Theverb t ham ‘make’ hasto select the second VP as shown in (283),
showing that the second VP is actudly its complemerntt.

For the other SVCs, it ssems that the second VP is optiond, for example the
meanner of the mation verb in the Mation-deictic SV Cs can occur separatdy in the
sentence asin (29). It can dso occur with the deictic verb as the second verb asin
(30).

(29 ka:nda: dyn

Kanda wak
‘Kandawalked.’
(30 ka:nda: dyn pay
Kanda walk go
‘Kandawaked awvay.’

When the manner of the motion verb occurs separady asin (29), itisasmple
sentence. When it selects the deictic verb as the second verb to occur with asin (30)
his sentence is cdled serid verb congruction. So, in the SV C sentence (30, the second
verb is obligatorily selected by the first verb in order to express the digtinction of
reference with respect to location.

However, there can be more than one verb that occursin the motion-deictic
SVCasin (31)

(3)ka:nda: dyn pay Sk: nansi:
Kanda wak go buy book

(i) ‘While Kandawas waking away, she bought abook.” (overlgoping)

(i) ‘Kandawaked away to buy abook.” (purposive)



Thethird VP s£ : napsi: ‘buy book' isoptiond. The sentence without this VP, as
in (30), is perfectly fine. In this case, it s;ems that the third VP is an adjunct.

Tosum up, dl eght types of Thai SV Cs have different sructure from the
coordinate ructure. They are rather subordinate structures Snceiit is possible to
extract out of them. Besides, the firgt verb in the subordinate Sructure is a head and
the second verb isits dependent. And the dependent is the complement of the first
verbin Tha SVCs, except the dependent that is the purposive dause, which seemsto
be an adjunct.

4. Explain and illugrate ‘argument sharing' in Thai SVCs

4.1 Subject control in That SV Csinvolves functiond control

Inthe Lexicd functiond Grammar (LFG), the functiona contral is the control
relation that defines on the grammatical functions. Bresnan (2001: 298) indicates that
functiond control identifies the f(unctiond)-structures of the controller and the
controlled. So, f-gtructure atributes for grammatica functions like CASE are
expected to be shared between the controller and the controlled.

As| discuss @bove, Thai SV Cs have VP-complement structures. The Lexica
Functiona Grammear (LFG) notation of the grammatica functions of this complement
typeis XCOMP or ‘ open complement’ (Bresnan 1982, 2001). The predicate
complement of the XCOMP can be of any lexicd category type X (X = Verb, Noun,
Adjective, or Prepogtion). In That SVCsin Group 1 case, the predicate complement
isthe lexicd category type of verb. The XCOMP isincomplete, lacking a ¢-structure
subject. It shares the subject with the matrix verb of the sentence. | propose thet the
relation between the subject of the matrix verb and the subject of the complement in
Tha SVCsisthe functiona control.

4.2 Object contral in Thai SV Cs involves thematic control

One of the key characteridics of SVCs that Durie (1997:291) indicates is that
the serid verb complex takes only one subject, thet is, dl the verbs in series shares the
same externa argument. The SVC sentences in (32) dso have this characteridtic, that

is, the subject ka :nda: ‘Kandd is shared by every verb in series.

(32 ka:nda:i si: nansi: hiy wi:ra; sop hay
Kanda buy book give Vira send  give

tau?ezlji/j

of

(i) *Kanda bought a book to give (it) to Virato send (it) to Kanda’
(ii) * Kanda bought a book to give (it) to Virato send (it) to Vira’

In (32), the bare reflexive taufe:p ‘sdf’ can be bound by the grammatica
subject of the matrix dause ka:nda: ‘Kandd as a long binding, and adso be bound
by the indirect object of the verb hay ‘give, wi:ra ‘Vird, as a short binding. Thus
Viraisthe subject, presumably the subject of the verb sop hay ‘send-give.



Giventhebarereflexive taufe: p ‘sdf’ isbound by theindirect object of the
verb hay ‘give asashort binding in Thai SV Cs, it confirmsthat the indirect object
of theverb hay ‘give isthe subject of the verb after that give-SVC.

As| dready discussed that the verb hay ‘give, asaverb of possesson
transfer, requires an animate subject. It targets the benefactive argument wi:ra
‘Vird, not the theme argument nan sz : ‘book’, asits object sinceits object isaso
functioned as the subject of the verb sop hay ‘send-give, which isaverb of
possession transfer too. The verb before the verb hay ‘give, heretheverb sz :
‘buy’, then targets the theme argument of the verb hay ‘give, whichis napsi# :
‘book’. In other words, both the verb s ‘buy’ and the verb h3y ‘give' havethe

thematic regtriction on sdecting its argument, which is the property of thematic
control.

To sum up o far, | show that Tha SVCs have the different structures from the
coordinate dructures. Evidence comes from the negation tet and the topicdization
tet. Further | discuss four mechanisms for argument sharing between verbs in the
series in the SVCs across languages. They are functiond control, angphoric contral,
thematic control, and complex predicates. | show tha Tha SVCs involve two kinds of
agument sharing mechanisms. That is the rdaion between the subject of the mairix
verb and that of the verbs in series is functiond control snce the share arguments are
gyntacticdly identicd. The relation between the object of the verb before the verb
hay ‘give and the hiay ‘giveé involves thematic control due to the thematic
restriction of these two verbs.

5. The Semantic Structure of the SVCsin Thai

5.1 Tempord rdations between the eventsin Thai SVCs

There are sx kinds of semantic interpretation of Thai SVCs, which are:

1 The tempord overlapping interpretation: the interpretation thet the
motion verb encodes the ongoing event that overlgpsin time with
the second event. If it istemporaly interpreted asin the past time,
then both events happened before the speech time.

Motion-deictic SVC:
(3¥)ka:nda: dyn pay sSi: nansi:
Kanda wak go buy book
‘While Kanda was waking away from the spesker, she bought abook.” (overlapping)

buying event

<« wakingevet ———pspeechtime

10



2. The purposive interpretation: the interpretation thet the second event
isthe purpose of the first event.

Motion-deictic SVC:
(34)ka:nda: dyn pay si: nansi:
Kanda wak go buy book
‘Kandawaks/ waked away from the spesker to buy abook.” (purposive)

<«— wdkingevent ———— 3 Speechtime

(with intention to buy)

3 The sequentid interpretetion: the interpretation that dl verbsin
series encode eventudities that occur in sequence. Thefirgt event is
terminated before the second event happened.

(35)ka:nda: 2aw  mi:t han kay
Kanda teke knife cut chicken
(i) ‘Kandatook the knife (and) out the chicken.” (sequential)

< takingevent —» <« cuttingevent —%»  Speechtime

4. The smultaneous interpretation: the interpretation that both verbsin
the series hgppened at the same time, however before the speech
time

(36)ka:nda: chay mi:t han kay
Kanda use knife cut chicken

‘Kanda cut the chicken with the knife” (Smultaneous)

using event speech time

cutting event

11



5. The causative interpretation: the interpretation thet the first verb,
which is tham ‘make has the causative meaning, making the agent
to be acauser of the event denoted by the following VP, thet is, the
veb terk ‘break’ in (38) shows the change of state of the theme

ké :w ‘glass from the sate of unbroken glass to the state of broken

glass.
(837 ka:nda: tham RE:w terk
Kanda make glass break
‘Kanda made the glass broke.’

6. Theresault interpretation: the second verb in the Resultative SVCs
denotes the result Sate of the agent after she did the action of the
first verb.

(88)ka:nda: plik  wi:ra 16m
Kanda push Vira fal

‘Kanda pushed Vira (so) Virafdl down.
Thetenpord rdations between the eventsin Thai SVCs are shown in table 2.

Table 2: The tempord relations between the eventsin Tha SVCs

Tha SVCs | Overlgpping | Seguentid | Purposve | Smultaneous | Causdtive | Result
Mation Yes No Yes No No No
SVCs

Take No Yes Yes No No No
SVCs

Use-SVCs | No No No Yes No No
Open class| No Yes Yes No No No
SVCs

Give No Yes Yes No No No
SVCs

Posture No No No Yes No No
SVCs

Caustive | No No No No Yes No
SVCs




Reaultative | No No No No No Yes

SVCs

5.2 Andrews and Manning' s split PRED-attribute idea

Andrews and Manning (1999) believe that the basic concept of Predicate
Compodtion (Alsina 1997, Butt 1997) is correct. They propose the dternative
andysisfor complex predicates and serid verbsin LFG framework on the basis of
Predicate Compostion idea. They present the reformulaion of LFG that better
supports agrammar, in which headship, understood in terms of information sharing, is
inherently multidimensond rather than unitary.

The andyss of sentences in the LFG framework ondss of two components
c-gructure, which is phrase sructure categories that belong to the overt dructure of
forms of expresson, and f-dructure, which is syntactic functions that belong to the
abdract sysem of rdaors of roles to expressons. The dructures are associated by
principles of functiond correspondence, which is cdled ‘linking or ‘mapping
principles. The key dements in f-dructure are the PRED-attribute, and its associated
grammatica function attributes.

The essntid proposd of Andrews and Manning (1999) for deding with the
SVCs and Complex Predicates is that they propose to replace the PRED-attribute with
two features one is the Lexicd Conceptud Structure (LCS), a representation of the
meaning (which comes from Jackendoff’'s idea in (1990)); the other is a lig of
TERMS, an agument gdructure that encoded information about how the lexicd item
expreses the grammdica rddions of its arguments. The example of split PRED-
atribute of averb ‘kill’ in Englishisshownin (39).

(39) the meaning of kill
The PRED of this verb would be replaced by:

LCS [Cause(X,Y,Become (Not (Alive (Y))))]
TERMS <X,Y>

The LCS of ‘kill is X causes Y to become not dive And the arguments in the
TERMS ligs are X and Y. These arguments will map to the grammaticd functions via
thelinking rule. In this case, X mapsto asubject and Y mapsto an object.

6. The semantic structure of Thai SVCs
In order to ded with the semantic interpretation of al eght types of Tha
SVCs, | would like to post two kinds of LCS which ae complex LCS and ample

LCS

1. Complex LCS

The complex LCS has an embedded LCS indde the fird verb's LCS. This
kind of LCS dlows the events that happen in the different time. The example of the
complex LCS is the Take-SVCs. The Take-SVC has two verbs in the series, the fird

verbistheverb 2aw ‘take’ and the second verb is atrangtive verb, asin (40).
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(40) ka:nda: Paw mi:t han kay

Kanda take  knife cut chicken
(i) ‘Kandatook the knife and cut the chicken.” (sequentid)
(if) ‘Kanda took a knifeto cut achicken.’ (purposive)

The LCS of the verb han ‘cut’ is embedded ingde of the LCS of the first verb, 2aw
‘take, asshownin (41).

(41) 2aw - han ‘take - cut’

REL ‘teke
Agt X
Ins/Th 1y
REL ‘cut’

PUR | Agt X
Ing/Thy

2. SmpeL.CS

The dmple LCS has only one LCS in the sentence. This kind of LCS does not
dlow the events in the sentence to have the different time. Both events have to happen
smultaneoudy. The example of the smple LCS is the Use-SVC. The Use-SVC has
two verbs in the series, the firg verb is the verb chay ‘use and the second verb is a

trangtiveverb, asin (42).

(42 ka:nda: chidy mi:t han kay
Kanda use knife cut chicken
‘Kanda cut a chicken with the knife” (Smultaneous)

There is only one LCS in (42). The varb chay ‘us€ means ‘use with an instrument’,
and the verb han ‘cut’ means ‘cut something with a tool’. So, the meaning of the verb
chdy ‘use is dready induded in the memning of the verb han ‘cut’, as shown in
43).
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(43) han ‘aut

REL ‘cut
Agt X
Th vy
Int  z

For Tha SVCs, the Moation SVCs Take-SVCs Open dass SVCs and Give-
SVCs, have the complex LCS while the Podure SVCs, UseSVCs Causative SVCs,
and Reaultative SVCs have the dmple LCS. The evidence comes from the
cancellaion test and the time marker test.

According to the cancellaion test and the time marker test, the Motion SVCs,
Take-SVCs, Open dass SVCs, and Give-SVCs, have a least two separate events in
the sentence while the Posiure SVCs, Causaive SVCs, Use-SVCs, and Resultative
SVCs, have only one event in the sentence.

(44) isthe example of the full analysis of Take— SVC

(44) Teke-SVCs

The Take-SVC has two verbs in saies, the firg verb is the verb Paw ‘take
and the second verb isatrangtive verb, asin (a).

(@ ka:nda: 2aw mi:t han kay
Kanda teke knife cut chicken
‘Kandatook a knife to cut the chicken.’

Thec-gructure of this sentence looks like thet in (b).

15



©) S

/\
(fSUBJ)=¢ f=¢

NP VP

ka:nda: f=¢ ¢OBJ):¢ (ﬁ(COMP)=¢

‘Kanda \Y, NP VP

I PN

2aw mi:t f% (*)BJ)= *

‘take ‘knife V NP
han kay
cut ‘chicken’

Due to the subordinate dructure, the Take-SVCs involve control relation, which is the
functiond control between the subject of the matrix veb and the subject of its
XCOMP complement. The control relaion between the theme argument of the matrix
veb and the indrumentd agument of its XCOMP predicae is a themdic control
with respect to the thematic redriction of the matrix and embedded verbs. The lexica
entry of eech verb in the seriesis shown in (¢) and (d).

(c) Paw ‘take

Lcs ReL) = toke

(ALCS AGENT) = (*SUBJ LCS)
(%.CS nsR) = (toms Loy

xcomp Lcs
(fxcowlp SUBJ)

Lcs PURPOSE)
(4suB)
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(dLCS INSTR)

(d). han ‘cut
('LCS REL)
(fl_cs AGENT)
dLcs THEME)

= (#XCOMP LCS INSTR)

= ‘cut’
- dass ey
- ®oBJ Lcy

Its f-gructure is shown in (f).

()

REL

XCOMP LCS

In the lexicd properties of the verb 2aw ‘take, the defining equation ( fLCS
AGENT) = ( SUBJ LCS) maps the agent of the verb Paw ‘take to the LCS of the
ubject, whichiska :nda: ‘Kandd. Theequation ( L
LCS) maps the LCS of the indrumentd argument to the LCS of the object, which is
mi:t ‘knife. The equation (f LCS PURPOSE) = ¢ XCOMP LCS) indicates that the
LCS of the purpose dause is the same as the LCS of its XCOMP. The equation (

AGENT |
LCS | THEME L
PURPOSE K

OBJ [LCS [REL ‘knife]];

‘teke

SUBJ [LCS [REL ‘Kanda]]i

REL ‘cut
THEME [ REL ‘chicken ]
AGENT i

SUBJ [ T

| INSTR j
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UB) = & XCOMP SUBJ) identifieg the subject with the XCOMP's subject, which
is ka:nda: ‘Kandd. The equation ( LCS INSTR) = ( [XCOMP LCS INSTR)

indicates that the LCS of the indrumentd argument is the same as the LCS of the
instrumental argument of its XCOMP. And the equation ( %CS AGENT) = (f SUBJ

LCS) in the lexicd properties of the verb han ‘cut’ maps the LCS of the agent of the
veb han ‘cut’ to the LCS of its subject, which is ka:nda: ‘Kandad while the

equation (4 LCS THEME) = (4 OBJ LCS) maps the LCS of the theme to the LCS of
its object, which is kay “chicken'.
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