MS&E 130 handout 10. MySQL Quick Tutorial

In this exercise, we’re going to familiarize ourselves with a simple SELECT query in MySQL, a popular open-source SQL server. For further information, there is excellent, detailed documentation at http://dev.mysql.com/doc/query-browser/en/index.html 

Steps

1. Download and install the MySQL Query Browser (http://dev.mysql.com/downloads/query-browser/index.html). Both Linux and Windows binaries are available. The Query Browser is a graphical interface to the MySQL server. It allows you to browse tables and directly enter SQL commands, and view several results at the same time.
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Launch the program. Connect to kauveri.stanford.edu and enter the login information which you already have.

3. In the schemata pane, expand the Schema ‘msande130’ and double-click on the table ‘movieStar’. Notice how the SQL command is automatically filled in the Query box at the top. “Schema” is just another name for “Database”.
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4. Click ‘Execute’. The results of the query appear in the Resultset pane.
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5. A couple of quick notes:

a. Notice that the query above says

SELECT * FROM msande130.MovieStar m

The reason why you see msande130.MovieStar is that no database has been selected yet. If you type “use msande130;” in the query pane and hit the Execute button, and then again try double-clicking on MovieStar, you would not get msande130.MovieStar, just MovieStar as you would expect.

b. The extra “m” at the end should be ignored. You can just type the query “SELECT * FROM MovieStar”, hit execute, and get the same result.

Now you can type queries in the Query Box and hit execute to run the query. You can export the results using File -> ExportResults -> html .

