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          Treating our wastewater closer to home
A Stanford expert breaks down the benefits of a more decentralized approach to water management

  
      

      


  

    

  
  
  
  
  
  




  




  
    
                
        
            
                  
    


      
  

    
                  
    

    
          Water in the West bridges the gap between research and practice to create and promote effective solutions for more sustainable water management in the American West.
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2023 Stanford environmental research: A year in review


A new report looks back at the most impactful environment and sustainability research from Stanford scholars in 2023.

Read more
  

  
    


Q&A: Why should we consider treating wastewater closer to home?


A Stanford expert discusses how thinking on smaller scales about water treatment and reuse could help meet the challenges of water scarcity.

Read more
  

  
    


Liquid Asset


Buzz Thompson discusses his new book on how business government partnerships can help solve the water crisis.

Read more
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Video



Whiplash Weather: Lessons from California’s Deadly 2023 Storms

xJanuary 26, 2023



Whiplash Weather: Lessons from California’s Deadly 2023 Storms








January 26, 2023


A panel of Stanford scientists joined by Sacramento County's spokesperson on water resources, drinking water, and flooding emergencies discussed the science behind recent climate-fueled weather extremes, implications for the state’s drought recovery, and lessons for community preparedness.
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Dispute Resolution Clauses in Interorganizational Coordination Agreements: A Comparative Analysis
June 24, 2021

Adoption of California’s Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) in 2014 posed a major coordination challenge for diverse public agencies by requiring them to align their activities at the scale of groundwater basins, which is not how most governing bodies are organized. Meeting this requirement meant establishing governing and operating relationships between agencies. Such interorganizational relationships (IORs) are essential in many fields, but are also prone to conflict. Understanding the factors affecting the inclusion, specificity and salience of dispute resolution clauses (DRCs) in interorganizational agreements ensures the long-term functionality of IORs. We examined 74 multi-entity agreements forming new quasi-voluntary local agencies, devoted to developing and implementing groundwater sustainability plans to achieve groundwater sustainability under SGMA.


Visit Website
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Climate-informed hydrologic modeling and policy typology to guide managed aquifer recharge
April 21, 2021

Harvesting floodwaters to recharge depleted groundwater aquifers can simultaneously reduce flood and drought risks and enhance groundwater sustainability. However, deployment of this multibeneficial adaptation option is fundamentally constrained by how much water is available for recharge (WAFR) at present and under future climate change. Here, we develop a climate-informed and policy-relevant framework to quantify WAFR, its uncertainty, and associated policy actions.


Visit Website
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SGMA Reports



View our page highlighting SGMA research findings, reports and executive summaries intented to guide, troubleshoot and inform water managers working towards successful SGMA implementation. The resources have been categorized by the following topic areas: understanding SGMA, implementing SGMA, leveraging data and addressing issues.
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            Water in the West is a program of the Stanford Woods Institute for the Environment and the Bill Lane Center for the American West.
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