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Diplomatic Relations broken with Britain. - Disagreement with Kenya over Northern Frontier District.

The Somali Parliament decided on March 14, by 74 votes to 14 after a protracted debate, that the Somali Government should break off diplomatic relations with Britain. On March 18 the Somali Prime Minister, Dr. Shermarke, accordingly handed a Note to the British Ambassador in Mogadishu, Mr. L. F. L. Pyman, asking Britain to withdraw diplomatic representation. The Note gave as the reason for the diplomatic break Britain's decision to create a seventh Kenya region from part of the Northern Frontier District, [see 19401 A, page 19407], “thus failing to recognize the wish expressed by the people of the Northern Frontier District to secede from Kenya and unite with the Somali Republic.”

Agreements for R.A.F. overflying and landing rights in Somalia were abrogated by the Somali Government on the same day, and a B.B.C. diplomatic radio relay station at Berbera was closed on March 17. The Somali Prime Minister was also reported to have stated that Somalia did not wish to receive any further assistance from Britain, involving nearly £1,250,000 in economic aid.

The break was preceded by demonstrations and unrest at Hargeisa (in former British Somaliland) on March 10, during which the British and Italian Consulates were stoned and the British Council offices sacked. A fortnight earlier the British Embassy at Mogadishu had been attacked by followers of the extremist Somali Democratic Union.

In London, the Colonial Secretary (Mr. Duncan Sandys) had stated in the House of Commons on March 12 that the formation of a seventh region in Kenya did not prejudge a final decision and that further consideration of other solutions was not excluded. Mr. Edward Heath, the Lord Privy Seal, similarly stressed in the House of Commons on March 25 that the creation of a seventh region was “designed to give Kenya's Somalis a greater opportunity for the expression of their racial and religious identity.” “The Somali Government,” he said, “apparently takes the view that this decision is final. The Somali Government has been informed that the decision is not a final determination.” Mr. Heath added that the British Government would do its utmost to find a solution together with the Government of Kenya.

When Mr. Jomo Kenyatta had visited Mogadishu on July 30, 1962, he had been welcomed as an honoured guest and been given the highest Somali decoration–a gesture taken as indicating a Somali desire to reach friendly agreement with Kenya. However, when the Somali Consulate-General in Nairobi issued a critical comment on the reports of the Northern Frontier District Commission and the Regional Boundaries Commission [see page 19406], the Government of Kenya issued a statement on Jan. 17, 1963, describing the comment as “unwarranted interference in the internal affairs of this country.”

In a letter published in The Times on March 16, Dr. J. G. Kiano, a KANU member of the Kenya Legislative Council, stated that the” doctrine of Pan-Somalism “was” misapplied,” because Somali groups migrated to a new territory and then declared that “the newly acquired territory should be amalgamated to the Republic of Somalia.” He went on: “Mr. Jomo Kenyatta has bluntly told the Somali people who do not want to live under a Kenya Government to pack up their camels and go back to the Republic of Somalia.” Dr. Kiano rejected a U.N.-supervised plebiscite, but considered it “correct” for the security Council to call upon the Somali Government “to cease its aggressive and subversive actions of aiding politically and materially the Somali residents in Kenya now engaged in this illegal and warlike move to rob Kenya of her Northern Frontier District.”

In the Northern Frontier District itself there were a number of incidents during March and April 1963 in connexion with the Somali secessionist movement.

During riots on the Ethiopian border on March 13 a District Commissioner was wounded; at least five persons were killed in clashes in the Mandera District on March 16 when Somali secessionists attacked Mr. David Dale, the British Commissioner, and other British officers; and a constable of the Kenya General Service Unit was killed at Wajir on March 30. Officials of the Northern Frontier Peoples’ Progressive Party, the most extreme secessionist organization, were reported on April 28 to be preparing the Somali people for armed revolt, claiming that their movement was assured of weapons and manpower to defeat Kenya and, if necessary, Ethiopia. The party's spokesman said that a conference of leaders and chiefs would be called at Wajir in May and would send a delegation to the Colonial Secretary; he added: “If we fail to get what we want we will form a Government for the N.F.D. at Garba Tulla” (a place 100 miles east of Isiolo).

Talks between Mr. Malcolm Macdonald, the new Governor of Kenya, and Somali chiefs and politicians in the Northern Frontier District had been arranged to take place at Wajir on March 24; all but two of the chiefs, however, handed in their resignations, declaring that these would be withdrawn only if Britain conceded the Somalis’ “legitimate demand” for secession from Kenya and unification with the Somali Republic. The chiefs also announced that they would have nothing to do with the May elections under the new Kenya Constitution.

Mr. Milton Obote, the Prime Minister of Uganda, wrote to Dr. Shermarke on March 25 that Uganda, as a member of the East African Common Services Organization, was deeply concerned at Somalia's attitude to the Northern Frontier District; he urged the Somali Prime Minister to discuss tiffs question” in a spirit of amity, understanding, and, if necessary, compromise.” In his reply (April 14) Dr. Shermarke promised that his Government would reconsider its decision not to send a delegation to the forthcoming Addis Ababa conference of African Heads of States, but in regard to the Northern Frontier District he reaffirmed the principle of self-determination. He asserted that the Somali nation had been homogeneous until divided by the Colonial powers in the 19th century; alleged that Britain had on six occasions in the past 70 years “used Somali territory as a bargaining factor to maintain its position in relation to other imperial powers, including Ethiopia”; and said the Northern Frontier District was the outcome of such a “political colonial bargain,” having been included in the “deal” by which Britain transferred Jubaland to Italy in 1925. (Times -Daily Telegraph - Guardian - Commonwealth Survey)(Prev. rep. 19401 A; Somali Republic, 17524 A.)

Note on Somali Relations with Ethiopia and Dispute over Frontier Areas. In addition to the Somali dispute with Britain and Kenya over the Northern Frontier District, aspirations towards a “Greater Somalia,” embodied in the Constitution of the Somali Republic, involve both French Somaliland and part of Ethiopian territory said to be inhabited by about 750,000 Somalis [see 17524 A]. In a Note sent to the Ethiopian Government on Sept. 14, 1961, the Somali Government alleged that there had been intensified repressive treatment of Somali nomads in the Ogaden grazing areas in Ethiopia, violations of Somali territory by Ethiopian troops, and infringement of Somali airspace by Ethiopian aircraft. Further Note exchanges on the subject took place between the two Governments in March 1962, and on Sept. 23 the Somali Government claimed that five men, arrested after an alleged attempt on the life of Mr. Aden Abdullah Osman (the President of the Somali Republic) with the object of setting up a secessionist regime for the northern region of the republic (the former British Somaliland), were agents of the Ethiopian Government.
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