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The Stanford Journal of East Asian Affairs (SJEAA) is dedicated towards addressing compelling issues in the East
Asian region in a manner accessible to a general audience. SJEAA showcases undergraduate and graduate work on
East Asia in all academic disciplines from leading universities both in the United States and from abroad. Copies of
the SJEAA are distributed to East Asian studies departments and libraries across the nation.

If your department, library, or ogranization is interested in subscribing to the SJEAA, please contact us at sjeaa-sub-
missions@lists.stanford.edu. Subscription is free and editions come out twice a year. For more details, please visit our
website at http://sjeaa.stanford.edu.
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he Stanford Journal of East Asian Affairs has now entered its
seventh year of publication. In that time, it has witnessed
the tragic human consequences of the 1997 Asian Financial
Crisis, traced the geopolitical fallout of continuing North Korean
brinkmanship and testified to the horrific cost of the 2003 epidemic
maelstrom that came to be known as SARS. Its pages have also
borne witness to the emancipation of an unprecedented number
of people from the shackles of poverty, discussed increasing pan-
Asian cooperation through regional institutions like ASEAN and
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, and debated Beijing’s
triumph in its bid to host the 2008 Olympics. This issue brims
with an astonishing breadth of analysis that the Journal has come to
exemplify, showcasing at an international level both undergraduate
theses and doctoral papers from leading institutions around the

world.
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NOTE FROM THE EDITORS

In 2008 East Asia witnessed a deadly cyclone in Myanmar, followed by international
pleas to its military government to allow relief workers into the country, a massive 8.0
earthquake in Sichuan which resulted in both widespread outrage over shoddy construction
and a national effort to aid quake victims in China, threats from North Korea to restore
facilities used to produce plutonium as its notorious leader, Kim Jong-II, was hospitalized
after suffering a stroke, the ousting of Thai Prime Minister Somchai Wongsawat by
protestors barricaded in Suvarnabhumi International Airport, the highly anticipated and
controversial Beijing Summer Olympics, and finally the international repercussions of the

U.S. financial crisis contribute to economic slumps in Japan and South Korea.

The articles in this edition of the Journal examine issues of political repression,
collective organization, cultural expression, economic stability, and national and ethnic

identity—all of which remain very relevant matters in this diverse and expansive region.

With the support of our editorial board, staff members, and contributors from
around the world, the Journal continues to grow into a springboard for thoughtful and
original discussion of the many pressing problems faced by East Asia in the 21st Century. We
invite you to continue contributing to the conversations that take place within and beyond

these pages, and to provide new insight on the compelling East Asian issues of our time.

Geo rey Lorenz & Katie Salisbury

Editors-in-Chief, Winter 2009






