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lis papeexplashesemantidchnesandambiguityof thevery concepif cutenesd/hatdoes mearto
becute or kéain MandarinChinese®e thee di"erentwayf beingcute Mow is cutenessderstoday

theactorandpeceiedby theobseers?e wod k€&
goinghrougha processredepnitiom Taiwan. It ap

aincorpatesa multitudeof meaningndis presently
pearthatasa styleandmannercutenegs Taiwanis

slavly shiftingromunconsciousinbodie@habit@o a kind of peformanceln othewods wheeasn the
pastutebehaviorsonfanedclosely thesociagxpectationfvomerandweeseconadatue,in receryears
similarbehaviomeofterdisplagdwith a cetain le\elofplayfulnesseencynicisrduegtogrowvingawaeness
amon@aiwanese women of the social implications of acting cute. hsqmpier ghifting social meaning
of cuteness angttr posit it iretation to the eatrched gender idgotogl the pspect of emancipation.

Scethe19803herehasbeeragrowingobsessioamong
Taiwanes&omenwith the aestheticef cuteness.Everywhee
on the streets,one seedashionablydressedvomentalking on
brightly coloed cellphoneswith Buly stu'ed-animalslangling
from the bottom. "ey cary credit cads that featue catoon
Pguesand, e\ery now andthen, exclaimin gigglyunisonao
kéabHO(OhEso cute!)over their friend® nev handbagpr a
stoe window display "e cutenessrae begarno spak public
discussions the summerof 1999,whenMcDonaldsn Taiwan
stated o!ering stu'ed dolls of Hello Kitty at reducedpricefor
theircustomerse campaigimmediatelypoosted/icDonald®
businesandsentenormousrowds,mostlywomenandchildren,
to the fastfood restaurantall over the island. Fearingthat the
discountedHello Kitty dollswould soonsellout, peoplein the
citieslined up for entry into McDonaldseen befoe daybeak!
Asmostanalystsf the phenomenohae obseved,thepenchant
for cuteneseepesentsnore thanjustaconsumefad. It reeals
anew andwidespeadmodeof subjectivitymanifestedn many
wome®speechbodily compotment, and their conceptionf
the self and gendelations.

Inthispapet will exploethesemantidchnesandambiguity
of the very concepbf cutenessWhat doesit meanto be cute,
or kéain MandarinChinese?re there dilerent waysof being
cute?How is cutenessinderstoodoy the actorsand perceived
by the obsevers? | contendthat the word kéaincorporates
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multitude of meaningand is presentlygoing through some
subrersie re-debnitiong Taiwan. It appeartghat asa styleand
mannercuteness Taiwanis slavly shiftingfrom unconsciously
embodiedDhabitudto akind of @eformanceéln otherwords,
wheeasn the pastcutebehaviorsonformedtloselyo the social
expectationsf womenand were exhibitedasseconchatuee, in
recentyearssimilarbehaviorsre often displagd with a cetain
lewel of playfulnessr ewven cynicismdueto growing awaeness
amongraiwaneseomenof thesocialmplicationsof actingcute.
"is  papemill tracethe shiftingsociaimeaningof cutenesand
try to positit in relationto the entenchedyendelideologyand
the prospecbf emancipation.My dataare drawnfrom souces
of popularculture, includingTV programsadettisementspop
musicand newspapecritiques,from paticipant obsevation of
ewerydaylife over manyyearsandfrom interviewvs| conducted
with a dozengung men and women in their 20s or early 30s.

Cuteness & Habitus: Toward a @nventional Deition

"e Chineseword k&aiusuallytranslatedascute or cuteness,
literallymean®©leabléor @dorabl®© In generalinderstanding,
kéais embodiedn apersonanimalor smallobjectthat amuses
feelingsof pity, tendernessand a desie to take cae of it.2
Linguistic anthiopologistCatherineFarris describeshe word
kéansone amongmanyvocabulariethat are covertly maked
asfeminine. She explainghat, althoughcommonlydebnedas
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Qdorabléor OlwableQkddn facthasabroadedescriptierange
than the Bglish gloss, and

It basicallyjseemdo be appopriateto describeanything
that is diminutive, the relatie si2 aloneappaently taking
on endearingonnotations.All childrencanbedescribeas
kéaiaswell assmallanimalsandinsectsandalsoinanimate
objects. While children of both sersar oftendescribeds
kéaiat sometime in earlyadolescendée term becomes
covertly makedforrefeenceofemalesgndboysarenolonger
describethisway In contrastyoungunmarriedvomenare
often describeds kaiand, indeed,consciouslgtrive to
elicit such aesponseyttheir dess and deparent?

As can be derived from the aboe debnitionstwo qualitiesN

femininity and weaknessNar essentialto cuteness. "is
debpnitionis further sustainedby an interview with Mr. Wu, a
29-year-oldelectricaengineewho, whenaskedf he would be
attractedo awomarwhodoesot seenpaticularlycute replied
that he honestlycould not think of anysuchwoman. Women,
accoding to Wu, are bornto be cute(nurentianshenjjushikéai
de, and especiallpo when they are Quinerableand in need
of youO(cuitug xuyaaoni deshihd. In termsof his criteriafor
selectingispousé\Vu saidthat shewouldhaweto beconsiderate
(titie), docile(tinghud andpretty Hisideaof relationshipsanbe
bestcaptued by onequestiorthat he askedhetorically@rer
women meant to be coddled and paagRd

As Farris points out, cutenesss belieed by manyto be
intrinsicto thefemalesexandsoexpectedf allwomengspecially
ofthosewvhoareatanageor coutshipandmarriageSuchahigh
regad for cutenesand appaent vulnerabilityis electively and
impeceptiblyinculcatedn theindividualby insignibPcanaspects
of ewveryday life, in bodily compotment, or in myriad waysof
seeinghingsandtalkingaboutthem. In otherwords,the cute
styleandmannersonstitutevhatBoudieucallsOhabituéthat
is,acomposit@f socialdentityanddispositionghatreRectand
naturaliestheasymmetricaociabonditionslt isintegralto the
body and so operates on an unconscious, instinctual basis.

Farri©study of languagend sexrole acquisitionprovides
a goodexampleof how cutenesasa habitusis transmittedand
manifeste.Basedn herbeldwok conductedn akindergaten
in Taipeiduring the 1980s,Farrisdescribethat little girlswere
encouragedo talk and behae in a paticularly endearing,
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vulnerableand accodingly @ut€d mannerfrom an earlyage.
Such behaviorpersisinto adulthoodand maye\enintensifyat
periodsof coutship asexemplibPedby the femalekindergaten
teacherandotherwomenFarrisencountezdin dailylife. Native
speakensnderstanguchbehavioassajiapwhichhaswo related
meanings{1) Go shav pettinessasa spoiledchildOand (2) Go
pretendto beangy or displeasedsacoquettistyoungwoman®
Elaboratingurther on the debnition sajiacanbereferedto as
@ communicatiorstylethat spoiledchildren of both sers,and
young(paticularlyunmarriedjvomenrengage whentheywant
to gettheir wayfrom an unwilling paent/bg/friend/husband
"e sajiacstyleof communications mostnoticeablat the lewel
of voicequality tempoand pitch, for while the standadt mar®
voiceis inclinedtowad the low andheavythick andstrong,the
Qtandat woma®voic&obseved by socialinguistsoftentends
towad Gheyoungandimmatue,warmandrespectfusometimes
havingbashfulovertonesor even a petulantair® Moreover, to
accentuatdesdeminineattributeswomentendto nasalietheir
utteranceandto prolongthesentencbnalpaticles suchasma,
ah,la, oh,andeh,resultingn adistinctivelywhiny soundthatis
decodedby native speakerasthe sajiacone of voice. A typical
examplés the ubiquitousexclamationaok&aooohhi)(Oh,
it® so cute!)

Another important featue of the sajiaospeechcan be
identibedn thereduplicatiorof monosyllabievords. In thecase
of adjecties reduplicatiorhasthe semanti@!ect of intensifying
andmakingmorevivid of theoriginalmeaning'us  @laOfor big
becomeQladaledwhileGiangXor fragranturnsinto Qiangxiang
ded. Reduplicatingrouns,on the otherhand, hasthe elect of
endavingtheaddessedbjectadiminutivequality Forexample,
insteacbf referringto a dogas@oyOmanywomenpreferto say
@owoyOandsimilarly @h&Xor carbecome@hechegdwhile@hi
fanQ(to eatrice) become&hifanfanO"e practiceof constantly
reduplicatingvordsis a typicalfeatue of how a motherwould
talk to herbaly child. Yet curiouslythis baty talk hasbecomea
commonwayof speakinggmongmanyadult Taiwaneseromen
in their dailylife. Men,on the otherhand,wouldbemockedas
sissy# theyexhibittraitsof infantilizdspeechexceptin thecases
whentheydeliberatela!ect suchaspeeclho remindawomanof
herminor statusto teasder, or to shav paternaprotectionover
her®
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| haw singledout the sajiacstyleof speeclasan examplef
infantilizzd femininity becausé is by far the mostwidespead
andtaken-for-grantedspecbf cutenesm Taiwan. While all of
the youngwomenl talkedto were awae of the girlish fashion
thatdominateshe maketin recentyearsandsomee\enprofess
to dislikeit, mostwere surprisedo realie that theythemseles
alsoshaed the featuesof baly talk. "e sajiacstyleof speech
thusconformscloselyto theideaof habituswhichis maikedby
alongandslowv processf acquisitiorandalackof awaenesin
its execution.

le P ditical Econamy of Citeness

"e prewalencefinfantilizdspeecndicatethatgirlishfashions
notsomuchatransienphenomenoasacontemporarexpession
ofamucholderandentenchedulturallogic. In fact,thegrowing
obsessiowith cutenesmaybeinferred asa reenactmenf the
Confuciandealjn whichwomermustalway®ehumbleyielding
andrewerentialin relationto meni® Sncethe earlyl900ssuch
anidealis embodiedn the nationallycelebratednageof xianqi
liangmymeaningyoodwifeandvirtuousmotherO"e discourse
of xiangiliangmupreachedheimportanceof wome®education
in thebeliefthateducatevomemmakebetterwivesandmothers,
better housekeepemnd citizens."us the major purposeof
educatingvomenwasto enabléhemto teachandrearchildren
more electively insteadof helpingthem pursueself-fulbliment.
"is idealwascarriedoverto the Kuomintang(KMT ) regimein
Taiwan,anda recentexamplef its applicationcanbefoundin
agovernmentdecisiorregating holidayscheduling® In 1996,
the March 8" OhternationaWome® DayOwhich hasbeena
nationalholidaysincethe Republicarmperiod,wascancelediue
to the new policyto switchfrom a sixdayto bve-dayworkweek.
"e holidaythat celebratesome®strugglefor equalityjustice,
and peacavasnominallymergedwith OChilder® DayOwhich
fallson April 4". "e newly createcholidaywasthusdeclagdto
befu youjie, thatis, WomenandChildrer®Day "is symbolic
actioncarrietbutby thestatehashree-foldsignibcancé:atonce
deniegheimportanceof feministmovementsye-situatesromen
in the family andultimatelyidentibesvome®sociabktatuswith
that of childen.

Yet despitepersistenemphasi®n wome® domesticrole,
rapid economicggrowth and wome® increasegaticipation in
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wagdaborduringthelastwentyyearfiaverendeedthehousife
imagepracticallyobsoleteRecentsociologicatudieseealthat
nowadaysgoungwomenin Taiwantend not to view wolk asa
transitionaktagebetweenschooland marriagepn the contray,

theyexpessedstrongwill to continuework aftergettingmarried
for reason®f personaprefeence,economicecessifyand the
sociakxpectatiofor themto engaga wagdabor Asoneyoung
mother said in an intd@ew:

| actuallydor®mind quitting my job andbeinga full-time
mother | think it@importantto spendimewith mydaughter
befoe sheturnsthree. But the factis, thesedaysthere is
hadly anyonewhoquitsuponchildbearing If womenleae
it isusuallyfor abetterjob, notfor givingbirth. 1®eseerone
womanwho usedgiving birth asthe reasorto quit N but
threemonthslaterl foundherin anotheibank. If you quit,
your cavotkersmaywonder\Why?Wha®wrongWhy are
you quitting ajob if nothingis reallywrongt®@asif quitting
a job because of givingHiis not acceptable.

Such high expectatiorior womento engagén wagelabor may
be a resultof the political and economiadeelopmentiuring
the lasttwo decadesyhich hae substantiallgleatedwome®
educationadéwelandopenedipnewjoboppotunities Specibcally
Taiwa® many small and medium-sied family businesses
provide relatively hospitableorganizationatulture to married
women since@he degeeof formalizatiorin job titlesis low and
promotionaltrajectoriesire shot in thesePrms,andemplyer®
needfor labor sometimesnakesthem amenablgo allowing
working motherdo haeslightlymore Rexibleschedule@® Also,
feministorganizationked by the Awakening-oundationhae in
recentyearspushedo eliminatethe @ingle-and-no-pgnana®
rule, which was a customay regulationthat discriminated
againstarriedwomenand especiallynothersin manyprivate
enterprisesAnother recentimprovement concerningvome®
working conditionsis the revisionof LaborSandad Lawssoas
to extendits protectionover hitherto unregulatecsectorsvhee
womenare emplgedin greatnumberssuchasseviceindustry
and bankingt*
mostyoung and unmarriedworking womenamongthe urban

Moreorer, studieshawe shavn that today

middleclassho longerremit salay to their paents,aswomena
generatiomgowere expectetb do®* Asaresultyoungworking
womenmowaday$®enebtore directlyfrom theirlaborandhawe
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acquiedautonomyin decidinghow to dispos®f theirincomet®
With themoneytheyearn theycansaeto buyanapatmentfor
themselgsor in conjunctionwith their husbandsncemarried.
"ey canalsopurchasdashionablelothing,makeupandother
consumeitems."e appeabf consumecultureisthenanother
importantfactorthatencouragesomento stayin thework force
and dismissthe domestidifestyleof a goodwife and virtuous
mother

"e fact that thesedays many women are individually
competenanddo not needto dependon menfor aliving hawe
inadertently thrown the patriachal structure o!  balance. For
onething, the culturaldictatethat @nenrulethe outsideyvomen
rule the insidé® (nan zhu wai, nu zhu ne) no longer strictly
applies,and with it men haw lost the rationaleto demand

commentespeciallgevealing.On theonehand,it shavsthatshe
acceptgirlishbehavioraswome®attitudein dailylife; on the
other it impliesthat eventhe @orectwork attitudedfor women
must consist of a cute facade.

While manywomenmayshae Lu®experiencef havingto
actcuteatwolk, it islesdikelyto applyto womenof managerial
standingr anyposition®f power, sinceaninfantilizdfemininity
atwork mayseriouslyindermineheir authority Yetewenthen,
my impressionarethat professionahaturitydoesot necessarily
precludeggirlishbehaviorsvhenthe womanis o! woik andthus
removed from her positionof power. | oncesawMs. Chu, a
young femalepolitician who wasthen a memberof the Taipei
City Council,onaTV entetainmentshav. WhileonTV news
andpoliticsrelatedorogramsChu alwaysppeagdatticulateand

wome®dependencandsubodination. It is heethat cuteness conbdentin this shav sheshriekedgiggledandpoutedjustlike
takenits signibcancéor it isakeyfeatuethatcanbeenabled aspoiledchild. SQurprisingasit mayhawe beento the audience,
andintensibedo maintainthe equilibriumof the pre-established herpeformancevasgprobablyameaswedchoicegiventhenatue
power relations. In other words, as objectiely women are of the programandherpursuitfor popularity By behavinghis
becominghe sociakquialentsof menandconsequentlgosea way sheimpated the messaggnat despitener socialambitions,
threatto the hierachicalsocialorder an elective wayto def3ect sheis deepdown a sweetlittle girl who posesho threatto the
confoontationdgsfor womerto takethesymboligestueof acting male-dominatedociety "e childishbehaviorgdhusin a way

like childen. strengtherher positionasa femalepolitician, just asthe female

For exampleMs. Lu, a 26-year-oldsalesepesentatiwin a emplgees secaitheir jobsyacting cute.
medicataeproductompanyexplainetib methatit isnecessar

for afemalemploeedlike herto actalittle cuteatwork. Ot islike Cuteness & Rrformance

alubricanGshesaid Oithelpsusgetalongwith peoplevetierand |, e|ationto the steeotypicatepesentatiomf femininity it is

makeshingseaseDIn heropinion,awomanwhodoesiotknow  ¢gsentigh examingheaspeadffemalegencyFor thispurpose,

how to sajia@r actcutewouldbedisadantagedtwork, because | quoteafew wordsfrom Li Ang,afemaleTaiwaneseriterwho

peoplewouldthink that shehasa personalityproblem. Shesaid g pestknown for her sexuallyexplicit languageand literary

thatin awork placdike hersvheethemajorityof emplyeesae oo ratiorof feministthemes.She onceansveredto aquestion

male womerareobligedo softerup theatmospherby releasing i, o, ingeniously designed self-iiter

somgyirlishcharm. Shemodibedhis point by sayinghatthere

. o . . L Q: How do yu feel about being a woman?
is howeer, alimit in beingcuteandgirlish;thatis, inasmuctas

) ) L i , A: | amvery contentbeinga woman,which includesthe
onecanassuméhe behaviorsf alittle girl in sociainteractions,

. . privilegesof acting pettishlyand being forgiven for small
she must newerthelessbe responsibleand dedicatedto work.

) ) faults. | think | amasuccessfulomanin thesenséhatl am
Following that comment,Lu complainedhat someof her new

) completely independerandyetnot threateningHaweyou
femalecolleaguesyhojustgraduatedrom collegemadeexactly

. ) sl i readsomeof my previousnterviews,which saidthat | was
the mistakeof not knowing whee the limit is. Ot is asif they

sometimes like a kig?
confusalailylife with woik. | meanjt isPnethattheyactalittle
pettyandspoiledat home,but not atwok. “ey needto learn With thesewords, Li toucheaupon the crucial point of whatit
the corectwork attitude(zhengquedengzutaidy. O | bndLu® Meanso beacutewomanin TaiwanHrstof all,heransvershavs
that the phenomenorf infantilizationinvolvesa wide of array
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of womento the extentthat it mayewen applyto a progessie
femalewriter Second,her contentmentwith beinga woman
andthe QrivilegeSit entailsre\ealthat cutenessr infantilized
femininity maybeconsidezdpositiveby womerandstrategically
emplged ty many as a useful tool in social dealings.

As more and more women self-conscioushytilize a cute
mannerfor their own benebt,t seemso longerappopriate
to view cutenessssimply pat of a habitusthat repoduces
hierachicalelationswhatbecomesxcludedn thisconceptually

repoductive cycle is the shifting socio-historicatircumstances —

whichmaycreateslippagebetweenthe habitusandreality and
asaresultgeneratambivalenceconf3ictingconsciousnesand
reRexivityn thesubjectd. belieethetrendof cutenesis Taiwan
testibepreciselyto this processthat is, it is slavly extricating
itself from unawag conformismand enteringinto conscious
maneuering and seledebnitiori®

"e growingawaenessf cutenesandits socialmplications
canbefurtherillustratedby anepisodef a popularTV variety
shaw, in whichthe hostaskedhe femalegueststWhat do you
think is the mostnecessatalentor skill for amodernwoman?0
(ni renvei shenmshixiandainuxingzuixujYbeidecaineng) "e
youngwomerunanimoushageedipontheansver:zhuang@ai
whichmeansto pretendto becute. Regadlesf the Bippancy
with whichtheyansvweredthe questionfhe responsehavsthat
thesavomenwerrin factquitereRexieof theirown situation. A
closeeadingf the questiorandansver revealssomeanteresting
nuances. Frst of all, the fact that acting cute is considezd
noderdtellsthe relative novelty of it. Second the Mecessiy
of it impliescetain socialpressug andrisksin not havingsuch
a skill. "ir d, the word Ghuan@ (to pretend)denotesthe
attibcialityof the cutenesanda sens®f cynicismtowad such
animage. In otherwords,the womenknow that cutenesdoes
not comenaturallywith theirageyetnonethelegheychooséo
fake it. And bnallyhe wod @alen indicates that, just like th
writerLi Ang,thesgioungwomenseeadantageassociatedith
beingcuteandthusfelt positiv aboutthe ideaof infantilizing
themselgs despite the amdlience.

A similar point of view is well spelledout in a recently
releaseghop song. Entitled Nanen (Men), the songwritten
andperformedby Fan Xiaocxuan(a.k.aMavisFan)*® describea
womam® playful seduction of men:
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"#$%& With byoad $oulders
"O*+,#- and a pa of nuscuar, Heiry kg,
012324 they ae barming ad intimidating
560178 &< Men ae s &xy, ot d supid.
=>?/@A && &Caontrd is h ny hends.
B0O1CD It relly i €in.
EFGHI &&KLMNOPQ Qg sjjieo aittle, ad then sy
RSTUV1IWX& &he & gert in every vay, te vill redly bebve
he & tle bss.
Y#:HZ[ &&\|3 Fodish Ike akild, and ® cte
A a3 How auld | rot bve im?
/bc'd'd'd'defg | gart to @proach you $ep ty s
Ihijjiiiiii=kg | want to cntrd you fttle ly fttle.
/ilmg && Whetle | shauld be losiient
nliog o d! cut with you,
pPig/#Ar al dpends @ ny noal.
/bc's'stug | am ging to @ you bite &er Lte
hvgwxwxwxwx/3y wishing to etrap you with ny ove
ligpz &&R{/pz | want dl of yu, ® gve ne 4 of yu
['g}~* woman. for you have net a veman.2°

"e songcunninglyinfusesa new power dynamicinto the
steeotypicagendeinteraction.Whilethewomaremplgysewety
traitof acuteanddependeriittle girl, sheseeberselasapredator
andtheonein chargetheman,by contrastis portrayedasachild
who is gullible and naiwe despitehis adult physique. It seems
to suggesthat the womanis willing to play the conentional
gameonly becaussheknowshow muchsmater anddominant
shereallyis thanthe man. In otherwords, it is the womanwho
pationizsthe manandnot the otherwayround. Shemayhawe
to feigncutenesdyut thatisonly in orderto stoopto theleel of
the othersexwhichis genuinelychildishandcute. "e useof
the Englishword womarelsowarrantsomeattention,especially
sincethe Chinesavord for it, nuren couldothemwiseperfectlybt
into the spaceavithout disupting the rhyme.As Sanlawpoints
out in hisdiscussionf Japanestemalepop singers/songwriters,
the useof Englishwords in songsprovides@n additionaland
di'lerent symbolic vocabulay with which to expess their
thoughtsandfeeling$and@rhetoricapowerthatwasunknovn
to thempreviouslyandthat is suitedfor the growing power and
statue that womenare gainingin Japaneseociety® Seenin
thislight, theword womammaybetakenasa symbolof the new
gendeawaenessyhich,thoughcloakedn the samagirlishself-
presentationactuallysignalsa di'erent breed of womankind
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in Taiwan. In addition, the pronunciationof womanis almost
identicato theChinesavord us(womer), andsotheewocationof

it asapunin thephrasdor youhaemet@woman/u®@stantly
createsa feelingof solidarity:it is us, the smat and powerful

women, erses them, the silly though adorable men.

One may arguethat this kind of awaenesss after all
predicatediponthe samepatriachalstructure,andsoin theend
still sevesto repoduceheasymmetricajenderelations.While
the overallpicture at presentloesseemnto suppot this point of
view, the subtlechangesn womem® peceptionsof their social
positionconstituteneweithelessa subversie potential. For one
thing,thesheeawaenessfthepowerandattibcialityof cuteness
hascalledinto questiorthe absoluteauthorityof the patriachal
systemthusinsteadf blindly complyingwith the implicit rule,
manywomenhawe now adopteda cynicalstancegowad it. In
this respectwhat we perceive ascutenessowadayss often a
peformancer pandy of it; it isactively @ialogirdand@ouble
voicedin the senséhat the soundingpf aseconadoice,onethat
embodies dilerent point of view to whatis appaently said,is
pat of the projectof the utterancé? In contrasto Boudiel®
theory, whichseeall sociahctionsaspat of the habitusandthus
crucial only to the formationand repioductionof the subject,
cutenesss self-awar peformanceor pawody can incorporate
ongoing political contestationand reformulation of female
subjectivity® "e meaningof cutenesgselfis goingthrough
somdransformatiom thisprocess'e conwentionakssociation
of cuteneswith vulnerabilityseemso beslavly wearingout. 1f
atonepoint professionalomenusectutenesgnconsciousignd
apologeticalljo temperthe threattheyposedowad men,they
now tendto view it asanassetot anexcuse."e largenumber
of powerful womenactingcuteis alonecapablef challenging
the conceptiorthat cutenesss a featue of the weak. Takethe
mediacelebrityChenWen-chiena.k.a.9sy Chen)for example.
As a newly electedlegislatorand a popular socio-political
commentatowho appearslaily on her TV shav, Chenis well
admiedandrespectetbr herknowledgeeloguencegndshend
insightson both domesti@andinternationak!airs. Asidefrom
beinganintellectuapowerhouseChenis notedfor herextemely
soft,sajiadoneof voiceandapenchanfor frilly dressese title
of hertalk shavN Wen-chiaxiaomeidgWen-chienthe big litle
sister)Ncaptues the image she seeksto coney "e word
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xiaomeidaaplayonthepopulameologisndagedavhichmeans
literallyObidorotherbigOandreferso gangstersr powerful male
individuals."e secondbig addedo thecommonexpessionbig
brotherfunctionsasanannotatiorthat stressethe mightinesef
the big brother Smilarly, Cher®self-appointetitle xiaomeida
meaninditerallyOlittlesistebigd emphasisthepowershehasas
anon-threateningemale.By fusingtwo oppositeoncepti one
word, it impliesthattherisindeedho contradictiorbetweenthe
little andthe big. Ratherthansayingdlamsmat andpowerful,
but dor®worry, | am alsocuteQ Chenimpats the conbdent
message that Ol am cute, and | ant antapaverful. O

"e frequentoccurenceof cute demeanoamongstrong
femalecharacteralsolead€o gradualdisassociatioof cuteness
with its gendemarker, for oncethe connotatiorof weaknesand
immaturity is expendedvith, cutenesbecomes hot propety
soughfterby both sexs Taiwa®current presidenChenShui-
bian, for exampleis an avid personibeof cutenessWhile still
the mayor of Taipei,Chen,who prefersotersto callhim by the
endearingiicknameA-bian, often attendedestialsand charity
ewentsin costumessuchasthat of upermanSantaClaus,and
PeterPan. "e populareactiorto it wagyenerallpositie. | hawe
head commentdoth on newspaperandin conwersationshat
CherBwillingnesso personifyfairy talecharactense\ealsa pure
andlovingheat, and,in shot, makeim muchmoreendearing
andaccessibte thepublic.In hiselective presidentiatampaign
in 2000, Cher®promotersdesigne serie®f mechandis¢hat
featuesaboyishcatoon Pgue calledA-bianwawa(A-biandoll).
"e iconbecamsopopularthateventodayrelatedneichandises
are awilablefor saleonline. Judging from Cher® electoral
successhevariousattemptgo presenhim asacutepersorhawe
not diminishedhis masculinityandstrength. If anything,it has
only boostechis popularityandfurther neutraliesthe gendesd
dimension of cuteness.

Conduson

In thispapen hawetriedto debneutenesim termsof theroleit
playsn negotiatinggenderelationsl argudhatcutenesitially
took on signibpcancamongTaiwaneséemalessan apologetic
responst, andasameando procue,theelewationof theirown
socio-economgtatugluringthe lasttwo decadesWhile at brst
suchatrendfunctioneck!ectivelyin maintaininghegendeorder
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andwaslargelytakenfor grantedmanywomensoondiscaered
the @dwantage8entailedand learnedto peform cutenessor
their immediatebenepts. "is eageradoptionof infantilized
femininity alongwith anexplosiof commecialinterestin cute
objectdntendedfor womenandchildren, leadto two divergent
scenariogpon whichmy analysi®f genderelationsare based.
FHrst amongthemis the reinfocementf an alreadyentenched
patriachalorder in whichwomenmustalwayse,or appeato
be,lessableand matue thanmen. "e secondscenariallovs
for amore positive readingof the presensituationthatis, it sees
the possibilityof a backlaslinitiatedby non otherthanthe cute-
acting women themsess

Tzu-IChu ang

hae unintentionallgreatedn intelestingnorement Foliticians
now hawe to begwomento hae babies. Unlessthey createa
societywhee women feel comfotable having children and
working, Japanwill bedestoyedin a matterof 50 or 100 years.
And child subsidiesesgoing to do it. @ly equality i€©

"e casén TaiwarisquitesimilaralthoughTaiwaneseomen
are alreadyin a more advantageoupositionthan their Japanese
counterpas. Satisticalstudieshawe shavn that Taiwanexhibits
signibcanthgreatergenderequalitythan Japanin all areasof
comparisonncludingeducationalttainmentiaborpaticipation,
andwage® "e cutenessrend and avid consumptioramong
Taiwaneseomenare thusnot somucha compensatiofor the

While in no waydo | meanto presentthe re-accentuatedlack of power asan a#rmationof paver. With ongoingsocio-

understandingndpeformancef cutenesasplannedesistance,

| do belieethatin thelongrun it couldtransfornthe discourse
andpracticeof genderelations.In Castel®discussionf social
movementsfamily andsexualityn theinformationagehenotes
that very often socialmovementghat were not charactered by
feministconsciousnessntributedforcefullyto bringinggreater
gendeequalityandacceleratintpedemisefpatriachy "is kind
of @racticafeminismOwhichoftenralliesaoundissuesf abuse
andexploitationof women,is Ghe widestand deepesstreamof
womem®strugglesn toda@world, paticularlyin the deweloping
world, but alsoamongworking classwvomenand community
organizations industrializd countries¥ In conjunctionwith
Castell@bsevation,| proposehat we reconsidethe appaently
negatie force of cutenesasyet anotherpracticathoughnon-
organizationainovementthat disupts patriachy Japanolers
a goodexamplan this respect.As of 2001, more than half of
Japaneseomenwetre still singleby 30, compaedwith about37
pecentof Americanwvomen. Seeingthat ther is little prospect
to be promotedon the job and havingno desie to take up
the heavyduty of a Japanesenotherand wife, theseso-called
(parasitesingle® continueto live with their paentsand stick
to their @ink collaDjobs, while pursuinga singlelife of high
styleandcaefreeconsumptior?® With anincreasingiumberof
womendeferringmarriageJapa®birthrateis in drasticdecline,
and the conentional solution of promoting domesticityand
increasinghild subsidies not helping. AsMitsuokoShimomu,
apioneerindemalgournalistsaidin aninterview, Oldorreget
the declinein birthrate.l think it®a goodthing. "e Parasites
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economichangeplusincreasinglypowerful andgender-neutral
presentationof cutenesssome unintended transformations
regading genderelations will most likely follo
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