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TheCypress Tree
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The Great Master Zhenji of Zhaozhouwas thethirty-seventh generation fromthe
Tath!gata" ' kya. At the ageof sixty-one hefirst Qoroduced the thoughOand,
leaving home, studied theway. At thistime, he madeavow, saying, GEven if they
are onehunded years old, if they are inferior to me, | will teach them; even if they
are seven years old, if they are supeior to me, | will inquire of them.O Vowing
thus hewandeed south. Ashewentinquiring of theway, hereached Nanquan
and paid his respects to the Reverend Preceptor Y uan.!

At thetime, Nanquan was in the abbo3 quaters, where he had been lying
down. When the master approached, he[i.e., Nanquan] asked, OVhere are you
coming from?0

The master said, QRuixiang [@uspiciousImaged cloister.O

Nanquan said, OAnd have you seethe auspiciousimage?0

Themaster said, O haven®seen the auspicious image, but| have seen a
recumbent tath! gata_O

ThereuponNaguan promptly arose and said, QAre you a ! r"mat#era with a
master, or a!r"ma#era withouta master?0

Themaster replied, saying, O\ ! r"ma#era with amaster.O

Nanquan said, QVho is your master?0

Themaster said, Ot is thefirst of springand still cold. | trugt the Reverend
Preceptor@ hedlth is blessed.

Nanquan called therector and said, QAssign this | r"mattera somewhere.G
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Thushelodgal at Nanquan and, withouttraveling anywhere else, pursued the
way with concentrated effort for thirty years. Withoutwasting Gain inch of
shadow,Ohe had no extraneousactivities. Eventudly, after transmission of the
way and reception of thework, heresided at Guanyin cloister in Zhaozhoufor
another thirty years. The character of his abbacy was notlike those of theusud
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On oneoccasion, hesaid,

Smokingfires: | futilely gaze onthe neghbohood;
Parted from bunsand dunplingslast year.

Thinking of them today, | swallow my spittlein vain;
Rarely maintaining my thougHts; repeatedly sighing.
There@ no goodpersonin a hunded housholds
Theones that come say they®e just looking for teg;
If they don®get thar tea, they go away angry.*
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What a pity. Hissmoking fires are few; herarely has asingle taste; he has not
met a varied taste since last year. When the people of the hundeed households
come, they are seeking tea; those not seekingteadonotcome. Thereislikely no
onein the hunded housholdswho bringshim tea. There may be Qloudsand
waterOtha Oneet the wise,Obut there are likely no Qlragonsor elephantsOthat
Qhink to equd him.G
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On oneoccasion, heaso said,

Orhinking of those who®e left home in this realm,

How many could there bewith an abbacy like mine?

An earthen bed with atattered reed mat,
An old elmwood headreast with no cover at al.
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At theicon, | don®bum theincense of Arsaces,
In the ashes, | jus smell the odorof cow dung®
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From these sayings, we can undestand the purty of his cloister. We should
study these traces. That his monastic assembly was not many, said to have been
less than twenty, is because being able to doiit is hard.O The sattghahall was not
large and lacked both front shdving and back shdving. There wasnolamp light at
nightand no charcod fire in winter weather. Onecould say it was a pitiful life for
an aged one Such was the condua of theold buddha’
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Once, when theleg of the joined platform was broken, he spliced it by binding
twineto a piece of bumed wood[and contnuead to use it] for monthsand years.
When the stewardsreported it to bereplaced, the master would not pemit it. [This
inddent] is an excellent vestige, rare throughoutthe generations®
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Asarule,

In the breskfast grud, there isn®any grain of rice;
| vacantly face the quiet window and the dug in the cracks.

Or hewould pick up nuts, and both he and the monkswould live on them as ther
daly fare. Late comers now eulogize this condug, and, thoughthey do notreach
the master(3 condud, they assume the attitude of Qonging for theandents.3
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On oneoccasion, headdressed the assembly, saying,

In thethirty years | wasin the south, | exclusively practiced seated meditation.
If you all think to get this prime reat matter,Oyou should try investigating the
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principle and practicing seated meditation. If, in three years, or five years, or
twenty years, or thirty years, you haven®@attained theway, you can take [this]
old monk®@head, make it into a ladle, and scooppiss [with it].™
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He madesuch avow. Truly, pursuing theway in seated meditation is the direct
pah of theway of thebuddha We should investigate the prindple, sit and see.
Later, people said, (Zhaozhouis an old buddhal"
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The great master was once asked by amonk, QVhat is theintention of the
ancestral master@ coming from the west?0

Themaster said, Orhe cypress tree at the front of thegarden.O

Themonk said, (Reverend Preceptor, don®show a person with an object.O

Themaster said, @ don®show a person with an object.O

Themonk said, QVhat is theintention of the ancestral master@ coming from
thewest?0

The master said, (The cypress tree at the front of the garden.G?
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Thisonepublic case, thoughit is said to have originaed from Zhaozhou, isin
the end something authored by thewhole body of thebuddha. Whois Qheonein
charge® Theprindple we should undestand here is the point that Qhe cypress at
thefront of the gardenOis not Gan object,Othe point that Qheintention of the
ancestral master@ coming from the westOis not Gan object,Othe point that Qhe
cypress treeQis not the self; for [it is said,], QReverend Preceptor don©show a
person with an objectQ for [it is said,] @ don®show a person with an object.O
Which (Reverend PreceptorOis impeded by QReverend PreceptorC® If heis not
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impeded, he mugt be Q.0 Which OOisimpeded by OC? Even if it isimpeded, it
mus be Ga person.O Which (bjectOis not obgructed by the Gntention in coming
fromthewest® For the bjectOmus inevitably bethe Gntentionin coming from
thewest.O Neverthdess, the Gntentionin coming from the westOis not dependent
on the bject.O Orheintention of the ancestral master@ coming from the westOis
not necessarily Ghetreasury of the eye of thetrue dhama, thewondousmind of
nirvanaO It is hotthemind®it is Ghotthe buddha) it is not hat a thing.3°
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[Themonk® saying here, Qvhat is theintention of the ancestral master@
coming from the west?Ois not merely a question; it is not merely that (hoth people
can see the same.O Precisely at thetime he asks, he cannotsee anyone how much
of himself can heget? Going further, [we can say,] heiswithoutfault. Therefore,
it is Onistake, mistake.O Because it is mistake, mistake, it is Qaking a mistake as a
mistake.O Is this not Qo accept the hollow and entertain the echo@
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Because Qheall-pervading spiritud root turnsnether toward nor away,Qit is
Qhecypress tree at thefront of thegardenO if it is notan Mbject,Oit cannotbea
cypress tree; even if it is an object, it is [said,] @ don®show a personwith an
object,0and QReverend Preceptor, don®show a person with an object.O It isnotan
old ancestral shrine. Sinceitis notan old ancestral shrine, he goes on burying.
Since hegoesonburying, itis Qeturn my concentrated effort.O Sinceit is Qetumn
my concentrated effort,Oit is [said,] @ don®show a person with an object.O Then
what else does heuse to Ghowa peson@ It must be Odn also like this.&°
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Thegreat master was asked by a monk, oes the cypress have the buddha
naure or not? . )
Thegreat master said, Ot does.O
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Themonk said, QVhen does the cypress become a buddh&0

The great master said, GDnce space falls on the groundO
Themonk said, QVhen does space fall onthe ground®

Thegreat master said, GDnce the cypress tree becomes a buddhad®
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We should not hear the saying of the great master here and discard the question
of this monk. Thegreat master@ words, ®nee space falls to the ground Oor nee
the cypress becomes a buddhaOare not mutudly dependent sayings They are
questioning Qhe cypress,Oquestioning Qhe buddhanatureQ they are questioning
becoming a buddhaOquestioning thetime [naeQ; they are questioning Gpace,O
questioning Galling onthe groundO

MifGEw2b“b"tz q“ b"xz &% Q s“{\w“>éa‘oz A&
WE®>&/Eb,Vs“{Mxs" &%t QK“qM~\qz xt“AE~s“z°
¢“s“{bpt Qs“zfw ajKV' %, { Qs“z &%zMtfwe
[[]ewOyMToe{tE~ "wOyhnu, z O~" VX, {"'t!e

W& %z s% Os”"Tz As”"T{R b~ & %K“z.aeb” & %K “z™
ub” & %K”,VT{ & %XR Kercz.e@™ls»>é d_"T/{ & %q-i
qz .% s’g{ & %WR z"iSo 4{Xels"xz & %W%-2zTs’
Ceis”T{ & YoweexzeifeseTzLeTzUIt-E é €b, {f
SE...-Yz{ ° f &%seyzx WE->« d”"T{

In the great master@ speaking to the monk here, when he says, Ot does,Ohe
meansthe Gexistence of the buddhanature of the cypress.O Mastering these words,
we should pendrate thevital artery of thebuddha& and ancestors. Tha the cypress
tree has thebuddhanaure usudly cannotbesaid, has never been said. It hasthe
buddhanaure; so we should clarify its state. It has the buddhanaure; how about
thehaghtof its groundand stage? We should inquire into thelength of itslife and
physca dimensons, we should ask aboutits family and clan. Further, ina
hunded thousnd cypress trees, are they al of the same family, or are they of
distinct familial lines? Should there be cypress trees tha become buddres?
Cypress trees tha practice? Cypress trees tha (produce thethoughC® Doesthe
cypress tree, althoughit becomes a buddha not fulfill practice and production of
thethough? What isthe causal relationship between the cypress tree and space?
Does thefact tha the cypress tree@® becoming abuddhais definitely nce you fall
onthe groundQnean tha the cypress tree@ virtue as atree is necessarily space?
Regarding the groundand stage of the cypress tree: is space thefirst ground? Isit
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the effect stage? We should make concentrated effort to study thisin detail. | ask
you, old man Zhaozhou, (Did you convey such busness because you are yourself
onedead cypress tree?0"’
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In generd, tha the cypress tree has the buddhanaure is notin theream of the
alien ways or thetwo vehicles, is not seen or heard by the sutra masters or treatise
masters. How much lessis it prodaimed in the Gvord flowersOof Qlead woodand
cold ashes.O Only atypelike Zhaozhoustudies and investigatesit. Zhaozhou®
saying here tha the cypress has thebuddhanaure is [asking], isthe cypress
obgructed by the cypress, is the buddhanaure obgructed by the buddhanature?
This saying is something not yet fully exnauged by onebuddhaor two buddhas.
Even those with theface of abuddta are not necessarily able fully to exhaud this
saying. Even amongthebuddha, there will be buddha who can say it and
buddha who cannotsay it.”®
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[The phrase] nee space fals on the ground(s not saying something that
could notbethecase: every time the cypress tree becomes abuddha space falls
ontheground. Thesoundof itsfalling onthe groundis not hidden: it exceedsa
hunded thousnd claps of thunde. Thetime when the cypress becomes a buddha
while for thetime being is within the twelve periods is further within thirteen
periods Thespace tha falls onthegroundis notjud the space seen by
commoneas and sages: thereis an additiond piece of space, Gomething not seen
by othersQ Zhaozhoualoneseesit. Thegroundwhere space falsisaso notthe
groundoccupied by commoneas and sages. thereis afurther piece of ground,
Gomething not reached by yin and yangQ Zhaozhouaonereachesit. At thetime
space falls onthe ground,thoughthey bethe sun and moon, mountinsand rivers,
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they mug be nee.O Who says tha the buddhanature necessarily becomes a
buddh& Thebuddhanaure is an adomment after onebecomes a buddha further,
there mus be a buddhanaure tha is bom togeher and studies together with
becoming a buddha®®
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Therefore, the cypress and the buddhanaure are not Qlifferent notes with the
same tuneO Wha we say is, since it is Qvhy soOwe should investigate it
[asking] Gwvhat aboutit?3°
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