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or five years, Stanford Sum-
mer Theater has injected the
school’s long, languishing
summer months with a jolt of
arlisiry and meaning. Mts casts
have talen on such weighty sub-
jects as the Red Scare in “When
the Shark Bites” and environmen-
tal devastation in “Uncle Vanya.”

Not surprisingly, deciding on
this summer’s production proved
even more difficull than uswal, as
the group wanted to select a play
that would shed iflumination on
the evenls of Sept, 11.

“We went through the grinder
on this one,” said Rush Rehin, the
program’s director and an associ-
ate drama professor at Stanford,

After much head scratching
and stomach churning, Rehm and
his cohorts settled on “Bieder-
mam and the Firebugs” by the
Swiss playwright Max Frisch. The
dark comedy follows Gottlieb
Biedermann, the owner of a hajr
fonic manufacturing  company
who allows two suspecied agson-
Ists to stay in his bome, hands
them matches and then is sur-
prised when his house burns fo
ashes.

“We were horrified at what happened
but even more horrified at the
American response —- the whole
militarism and the right-wing agenda
that came up.”

Rusit Reum, Stanford associate dranta professor

Written in 1951 as a radio play,
the production originatly satiriz-
ed Germans who allowed Hitler

and the Nazis to come to power.

The play asked whether victims
must at some point take responsi-
bility for the tragedies that befall

-them.

Similarly, Rehm, who plays
sottlieb Biedermann, and other
cast and crew believe that the
United States should take a closer
look at its rote in Sept. 1] and the
aftermath.

“We were horrified at what
happened but even more horri-
fied al the American response —
the whole militarism and the
right-wing ageada that came up,”
said Rehm, 52, of Redwood City.

Rehm, who had acted in the
play during its height of populari-
ty in the 1960s, said the character
of Gottlieh Biedermann remind-
ed him of the complacency of
many Americans before the ter-
rorist attacks.

“He secemed very much Jike the
society that 1 kmow — comfort-
able, upper-middie class people
who feel somehow that terror and
disaster can’t really touch them,”
he said. “They can buy their way
out of it or deal with it or ignore
It, whereas so much of the world
can’t ignore if becanse it touches
them every day.”

“Biedermann and the Fire-
bugs” steawis at 8 p.m. Thurs-
day-Saturday and 7 p.m.
Sunday; 2 p.am. Aug. 11,
Ends Aug. 11. $15-322.Pi-
gott Theater, Galvez and Me-
morial Way, Stanford. {650)
725-2787.

The play, divected by Alcksan-
dra Wolska, required some tweak-

ing in light of the terrorist attacks.

In the original, a group of fire-
fighters make up a satiric chorus,
guarding Bicdermann from his

‘inevitable fate. But with firefight-

ers playing such a sad, strong role
in the World Trade Center rescue
and clcanup, the chorus had to he
refashioned into a tragic group.

Rehi describes the newly {ash-
loned firefighters as  “ghosts
haunting the scenes of Bieder-
mann’s failure to stand up o
things.”

Much of the haunting quality
comes from the spooky lighting
used in the production. Chad

Bonaker, who designed the light-

ing scheme, said he has many
hopes for the show.

“1 hope people are stunmed by
the visualness of it,” said Bonaker,
26, of Sunnyvale. “I hope people
are fascinated by the images we
create”






