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            What We Do

PACE is an independent, non-partisan research center led by faculty directors at Stanford University, the University of Southern California, the University of California Davis, the University of California Los Angeles, and the University of California Berkeley. Founded in 1983, PACE bridges the gap between research, policy, and practice, working with scholars from California’s leading universities and with state and local decision makers to achieve improvement in performance and more equitable outcomes at all levels of California’s education system, from early childhood to postsecondary education and training.

FIND OUT MORE ABOUT PACE
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            January 2024


      
            
  Promising Practices for Preschool and Transitional Kindergarten




      
            How California Districts Create Access and Coherent Systems

                    California’s ambitious investment in Universal Transitional Kindergarten (UTK) reflects a commitment to providing access to UTK for all 4-year-olds in public schools by the 2025–26 academic year...



      
  

  




  

    
    
  

    
    
                



        

        
  

      
  

  
    
    
            December 2023


      
            
  What Does It Take to Accelerate the Learning of Every Child?




      
            Early Insights from a CCEE School-Improvement Pilot

                    Student achievement in California has not rebounded after the precipitous declines of the COVID-19 pandemic, with English language arts (ELA) and math scores remaining well below prepandemic levels...



      
  

  




  

    
    
  

    
    
                



        

        
  

      
  

  
    
    
            November 2023


      
            
  Career Technical Education Among California  High School Graduates




                    This extended infographic provides an updated look at Career Technical Education (CTE) pathway completion among California public high school graduates and at how completion patterns vary by student...
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  Leveraging the Opportunity of Adolescence to Reduce Chronic Absenteeism




      
  
    Authors

          
              Andrew Fuligni

          Elise Brumbach

              

      


  
    Published

              March 13, 2024


          


            The nationwide increase in chronic absenteeism, exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic, persists in California—affecting approximately 25% of students. Marginalized communities face disproportionate challenges. Structural issues like transportation and teacher shortages, alongside student-level factors such as insecurity and disengagement, contribute to absenteeism. Tailored solutions recognizing the unique developmental needs of adolescents are crucial. Adolescents' curiosity and peer interactions necessitate opportunities for exploration and contribution, while supportive relationships with adults are essential. Addressing chronic absenteeism requires collaborative efforts, ensuring equitable access to these opportunities and relationships. Local expertise and insights from developmental science should guide the creation of inclusive school environments that promote consistent attendance and engagement among adolescents.
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  Advancing Towards a Student-Centered Approach to Education




        
  
    Author

          
              Roman Stearns

              

      


  
    Published

              March 8, 2024


          


            Across the country, states are moving to education systems that are more student centered, equitable, and competency based. They are doing so because they understand that the legacy model for educating our young people is not working. Although graduation rates have increased, other markers of progress have not. Standardized test scores remain relatively flat. Achievement and opportunity gaps persist despite decades of increased funding and abundant strategies to reduce them. Chronic absenteeism is near an all-time high. The reality is that too many students do not find school to be interesting, engaging, or relevant for their futures. This is particularly true for youth of color and other marginalized student populations. Rather than continuing to tinker around the edges, we can advance real change! Here’s how.
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  Unlocking the Potential of Transitional Kindergarten Requires Better Data on Early Education




      
  
    Authors

          
              H. Alix Gallagher

          Laura Hill

          Julien Lafortune

              

      


  
    Published

              January 18, 2024


          


            California is making a significant investment (estimated at $3 billion per year) in early childhood education by requiring school districts to offer transitional kindergarten (TK) to all 4-year-olds by the 2025–26 school year. This investment is crucial—research has shown that there can be many wide-ranging and long-term positive impacts of high-quality early education on student outcomes. Such outcomes, however, depend a great deal on program design. It is thus critical for us to have good data so that we can understand the effects and effectiveness of TK at both the state and district level. Specifically, we need good data on program characteristics and participation as well as on the trajectory of student outcomes post-TK in order to understand how TK programs can have the greatest impact on participating students and fulfill the promise of the state's investment.
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  Why California Should Retire the Free or Reduced-Price Meal Measure—and What the State Should Do Next




      
  
    Authors

          
              Michelle Spiegel

          Thurston Domina

          Andrew Penner

              

      


  
    Published

              January 10, 2024


          


            In 2013–14, California enacted an ambitious—and essential—reform to improve educational equity by directing state resources to districts and schools that educate large numbers of economically disadvantaged students. The reform is called the Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF); it allocates funding to school districts based on student characteristics such as socioeconomic status and provides greater flexibility to use the allocated funds than the previous school funding formula allowed. In addition to the LCFF, which is based on average daily attendance (ADA), districts receive funds based on the proportion of students they serve who are English learners, income eligible for free or reduced-price meals, and foster youth. The equity multiplier, a new policy passed in 2023, is designed to provide even more funding for disadvantaged students.
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  Why Aren’t Students Showing Up for School?




      
            Understanding the Complexity Behind Rising Rates of Chronic Absenteeism

      
  
    Authors

          
              Jeannie Myung

          Heather J. Hough

              

      


  
    Published

              November 17, 2023


          


            The surge in chronic absenteeism among California students during the 2020–21 and 2021–22 school years was initially attributed, quite reasonably, to the challenges posed by the ongoing pandemic. There was optimism that these rates would eventually begin to decline as schools returned to normal. When new chronic absenteeism numbers came out in October—along with California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASSP) data for 2022–23—the findings indicated that rates are down from the soaring absenteeism of 2021–22; 25 percent of K–12 students in California schools were chronically absent in 2022–23, down from 30 percent the year before. However, more than three years after the initial onset of the pandemic, chronic absenteeism among California students is still double the rate of prepandemic levels, and there are no signs of this trend abating.
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          Newcomer Education

          Newcomer students—immigrant students in their first years at U.S. schools—have long been an underserved group in California’s school systems. Newcomers require specialized curricula and instruction to succeed in school as well as access to social services to meet even their basic needs. Unfortunately, most newcomers have not experienced schooling that adequately addresses their unique needs and drop out at a disproportionately high rate. There are thus significant opportunities to improve education for newcomers in California through policies, data systems, curricula, programs development, and collaborations.


In 2021 PACE launched a Research-Practice-Policy Partnership on Newcomer Education in California that brought together a group of leading experts from across research, policy, and practice to develop new knowledge about and better approaches to addressing the holistic needs of immigrant and refugee students.


The results are detailed in six publications that shed light on opportunities for supporting newcomer students in California and improving their education experiences.
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Aug 2023



Guidance for District Administrators Serving Newcomer Students
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A Community School in Service of Newcomer Students

Lessons From Oakland International High School
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San Juan Unified Newcomer Support

Promising Practices
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          COVID-19 Recovery

          COVID-19 has induced an unprecedented crisis in education in California. Due to the pandemic, a variety of academic, health, and social-emotional needs will emerge among California’s students.  Preexisting achievement gaps in California will likely be exacerbated as a consequence of inequities in learning opportunities across the state. PACE has activated its network of researchers to work with policymakers and education leaders to bring evidence to bear in helping California’s systems become stronger to support students in the aftermath of the crisis. The PACE COVID-19 Recovery Initiative will draw on research to inform a range of topics related to building system capacity for recovery in California schools in the COVID-19 context.
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Unpacking California’s Chronic Absence Crisis Through 2022–23

Seven Key Facts
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California Test Scores Show Little Improvement After Pandemic
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What Does It Take to Accelerate the Learning of Every Child?

Early Insights from a CCEE School-Improvement Pilot
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          CORE-PACE Research Partnership

          In October 2015, Policy Analysis for California Education (PACE) and the CORE Districts launched the CORE-PACE Research Partnership. The CORE districts (Fresno, Garden Grove, Long Beach, Los Angeles, Oakland, Sacramento City, San Francisco, and Santa Ana Unified School Districts) together serve nearly a million students and utilize a unique multiple measures data system to work together to improve student outcomes. Our research aims to deepen their learning, while sharing lessons more broadly to accelerate improvement across the state. 
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Assessing Transitional Kindergarten’s Impact on Elementary School Trajectories
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Disparities in Unexcused Absences Across California Schools 
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Engaging Schools to Improve Ninth-Grade Outcomes

CORE’s Approach
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          PACE/USC Rossier Voter Poll

          How does the public view California’s schools and education policy effectiveness? Do voters understand the challenges that California faces, and are they prepared to make the tough choices and tradeoffs that potential solutions entail? Polls conducted by PACE and the Rossier School of Education at the University of Southern California seek to learn more about how Californians perceive and understand the opportunities facing California’s education system, and to gauge voter interest in policy options that move the system forward.
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Assessing Voters’ and Parents’ Perspectives on Current Threats to Public Education

The 2022 PACE/USC Rossier Poll
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Californians’ Attitudes About College Access, Affordability, and Equity in the Time of COVID-19

Evidence from the 2021 PACE/USC Rossier Annual Poll
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Voter Engagement and Satisfaction with California’s Local School Governance

Evidence from the 2021 PACE/USC Rossier Poll
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          Organizing Schools to Serve Students with Disabilities

          In the year following the publication of Getting Down to Facts II, PACE heard from stakeholders in Sacramento and across the state that more knowledge on how to better serve students with disabilities was needed to guide policy and practice. The absence of practical knowledge on systems to support special education juxtaposed with the urgency that decisionmakers were placing on designing new special education policy made it well-suited as a topic of a PACE Policy Research Panel. On August 13, 2019, PACE hosted a meeting of key actors in special education policy, practice, and research (see below) to reimagine how students with disabilities are served in California and to identify the knowledge needs to make that vision a reality for all students. While discussions of special education in California often focus on issues of special education finance, the emphasis of the PACE Policy Research Panel on Special Education was to clarify the type of system we seek to build to serve all students – including students with disabilities.  The full set of publications were released on February 18, 2020, with a webinars on February 27, March 5, and March 10 to share findings. 
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Organizing Schools to Serve Students with Disabilities

A Summary of the PACE Policy Research Panel
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Students with Disabilities in the CORE Districts

Characteristics, Outcomes, and Transitions
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Identifying Young Children for Early Intervention in California
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