
Elementary, My Dears - San Jose Mercury News

http://www.mercurynews.com/elementary-my-dears[7/23/2014 8:00:36 AM]

POWERED BY

Return to Top  

San Mateo County Cities

San Mateo

Burlingame

Belmont

Redwood City

Menlo Park

Pacifica

Also see:
Peninsula, Central
Coast, Saratoga

Local Weather

 

Margaret Lavin: Bay Area
Teachers Attend Math and
Science Summer
Fellowship Program

Margaret Lavin: Added
Hardships For Hispanic
Women Attending College

Margaret Lavin: Charter
schools may come at great
cost

Margaret Lavin:
Margaret Lavin:
Margaret Lavin: Summer

Learning Day is June 20
Margaret Lavin:

Zuckerberg, Chan donate
$120 million to Bay Area
schools

Margaret Lavin: Study
Proves Charter Schools Are
No Silver Bullet

Margaret Lavin:
Margaret Lavin column,

May 14

Margaret Lavin: Bay Area Teachers Attend Math
and Science Summer Fellowship Program
By Margaret Lavin
San Mateo County Times
Posted:   07/22/2014 12:28:15 PM PDT
Updated:   07/22/2014 12:28:17 PM PDT

For 30 consecutive years Industry Initiatives for Science and Math Education (IISME) has partnered with
Bay Area companies, universities and research labs to provide teachers with unique professional
development opportunities. In doing so, they address the need for a strong, highly-skilled workforce in the
STEM fields (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math).

The Board of Supervisors of San Mateo County have supported IISME Fellowships at Stanford University
for many years and Stanford is hosting 18 teachers this summer. Amber Paull is a Science Teacher at
Kennedy Middle School in Redwood City and is working in the genetics lab at Stanford this summer.
"During my time here I have created an inquiry-based science lab for my seventh-graders that models the
work being done in the Pringle Lab at Stanford," she said. "Having the opportunity to see science in the
real world has given me insight into the kinds of skills today's students need to be proficient in scientific
careers. Just like the work being done in the Pringle Lab, my students will have to uncover evidence that
supports their claim, and present their scientific results to the rest of the class using effective
communication and sound science."

The eight-week Summer Fellowship provides teachers with real-world exposure to cutting-edge labs and
high-tech corporations. They also receive assistance in updating their curriculum and increase the
relevance of the instruction in their classrooms. The lessons are linked to the state science, technology
and math teaching standards, including the new Common Core and Next Generation Science Standards,
and can be accessed via IISME's Community Website, http://community.iisme.org.

"IISME requires us (and helps us) write a formal lesson or unit plan related to our fellowship to bring back
to the classroom," said Ann Akey, AP Environmental Science teacher at Woodside High School. "Through
IISME at Stanford I have met many wonderful, passionate researchers. It is helpful for me to think about
my students heading in this direction in a few years and what they need to do to head on that research
path."

At the start of the 2014/201515 school year, these IISME Fellows will begin implementing their newfound
skills and experiences into dynamic lessons for their students. This is Scott Chan's second summer working
at Stanford with Professor Giorgio Gratta on a subatomic particle physics project. Scott taught Physics,
Engineering and Green Technology at Junipero Serra High School in San Mateo and will be teaching at
Carlmont High School in Belmont this fall. "In my high school Engineering and Green Technology
classroom, we will be doing a lot of project-based learning. My students will design, build, and program real
electronics and computers. They will experiment with alternative energy sources and design, build, and test
model bridges."

Lockheed Martin Space Systems Company is among the many Bay Area companies that partner with
IISME and is one of IISME's founding companies. They have provided fellowships to 400 Bay Area
teachers since 1985. In honor of their 30th anniversary they are hosting an End of Summer Celebration on
Aug 7. For more information about IISME, please visit www.iisme.org.

Contact Margaret Lavin at elementarydays@gmail.com.Contact Margaret Lavin at
elementarydays@gmail.com.
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