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Newark, NJ
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Mayor of Newark, New Jersey, since 2006, Cory Booker [1], will be the 2012 Commencement speaker at Stanford University.
Stanford's 121st Commencement Weekend is scheduled for June 16-17.
From the Stanford Report [2]:

Cory A. Booker is serving his second term as the mayor of Newark, where he is leading an urban transformation to help
Newark reduce crime and spur security, foster economic growth and create an environment that nurtures residents,
particularly families. Booker was first elected in 2006 and re-elected in 2010. In April 2010, Newark experienced its first
homicide-free month in more than 40 years.
Twenty years ago, Mayor Booker received a BA in political science from Stanford, followed by an MA in sociology in
1992. While at Stanford, he was elected to the Associated Students of Stanford University (ASSU) council of presidents
and earned honorable mention Academic All Pac-10 honors in football. Interested then in the challenges faced by urban
youth, he operated a student-run crisis hotline, The Bridge, to aid youth in East Palo Alto.
After leaving Stanford, Booker earned a Rhodes Scholarship to study at Oxford, where he was awarded an honors degree
in modern history in 1994. He then attended Yale Law School, where he received his JD in 1996.
Under Booker’s leadership, Newark has committed to a $40 million improvement of parks and playgrounds through a
ground-breaking public-private partnership; doubled affordable housing production; and transformed the Newark Police
Department. That change, together with the deployment of over 100 surveillance cameras throughout the city, has led to
Newark setting the nationwide pace for crime reduction.
"Cory Booker, by the relatively young age of 41, has used his education and his passion for service to improve the lives of
every citizen in Newark, N.J., and well beyond," said Stanford President John Hennessy. "His leadership and many
accomplishments in Newark are serving as a model for urban renewal in troubled places around the globe. Cory Booker
also exemplifies the potential of every Stanford graduate to make a profound difference in the world, and I know he will
inspire our 2012 graduates to similarly go forth and make positive contributions with their own lives."
"In choosing Cory Booker to give the 2012 Commencement address, the President’s Office has selected an impassioned
and inspirational speaker who will be able to relate naturally with Stanford students," said senior class presidents Jack
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Trotter, Shruthi Baskaran, MK Li and Amy Kroll. "Cory shares a lot of the same values that we do as students, including
the importance of real social change and the power of individuals to make a difference. He was in our shoes 20 years ago,
and this speech gives him the opportunity to share with us his perspective and the lessons that he has learned."

You can see here [3] articles on Cory Booker. You can also see Booker interviewed here [4]by Bill Moyers.
See also:
Felipe Calderón [5], 2011 Commencement Speaker
Susan Rice [6], 2010 Commencement Speaker
Justice Anthony Kennedy [7], 2009 Commencement Speaker
Oprah Winfrey [8], 2008 Commencement Speaker
Dana Gioia [9], 2007 Commencement Speaker
List of Stanford Commencement Speakers [10]

Photo by L.A. Cicero

News
News & Events

var _gaq = _gaq || []; _gaq.push(['_setAccount', 'UA-7219229-20']); _gaq.push(['_trackPageview']);
= document.createElement('script'); ga.type = 'text/javascript'; ga.async = true; ga.src = ('https:' ==
document.location.protocol ? 'https://ssl' : 'http://www') + '.google-analytics.com/ga.js'; var s =
document.getElementsByTagName('script')[0]; s.parentNode.insertBefore(ga, s); })();

(function() {

var ga

User login
To login with SUNetID, CLICK HERE!
Username: *
Password: *
Request new password

Source URL: https://www.stanford.edu/group/ic/cgi-bin/drupal2/node/1556
Links:
[1] http://www.ci.newark.nj.us/government/mayor_booker/
[2] http://news.stanford.edu/news/2012/february/commencement-speaker-booker-020712.html
[3] http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&db=bth&db=ufh&bquery=cory AND
booker&type=0&site=ehost-live&scope=site
[4] http://www.pbs.org/moyers/journal/03282008/profile2.html
[5] https://www.stanford.edu/group/ic/cgi-bin/drupal2/node/1354/edit
[6] https://www.stanford.edu/group/ic/cgi-bin/drupal2/node/1077
[7] https://www.stanford.edu/group/ic/cgi-bin/drupal2/node/589
[8] https://www.stanford.edu/group/ic/cgi-bin/drupal/content/more-about-oprah-winfrey-2008-commencement-speaker
[9] https://www.stanford.edu/group/ic/cgi-bin/drupal/Gioia
[10] http://library.stanford.edu/depts/spc/uarch/commencement.html

© 2008 The Board of Trustees of the Leland
Stanford Junior University. All rights reserved
Contact

Page 2 of 2

