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amount of contradicting evidence can convince you that the theory is not 

substituting the values of the prior credences of all the competing 

average of the probability assigned to outcome e by all of the outcomes in 

the Bayesian multiplier represents the sum of the physical probabilities 
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credences for all of the competing hypotheses are needed in order to 
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given amount of evidence may never be enough to convince a scientist 

Credence Constraint:

Scientists are trained to accept as true particular assumptions about the 
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not only must a scientist suspend his disbelief about hypotheses that defy 

probability density function of a highly biased scientist tends to resemble 

guarantees timely convergence onto the most accurate hypotheses by 

may often be true that such behavior is irrational and counterintuitive to 

A Kuhnian Rationalization for Multiple levels of Credence Constraint:

hypotheses most scientists favor by assigning them high prior credences 

Scientists may even have reasons to favor a particular value of X over 
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initially favored by the assumptions of the current paradigm and given an 

younger scientists is characteristic of assigning higher prior credences 

It is important to stress that the principles of credence constraint 

be so deeply entrenched in the dominant paradigm that they simply 

of older scientists help to cut through all of the implausible competing 

competing theories if the current paradigm continues to be supported by 
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Autobiography

of accurate hypotheses more rapidly during both periods of normal science 

convince other scientists of his accomplishment through methods of 
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