American University in Cairo-Stanford Cross-Cultural Rhetoric Workshop 

May 19, 2008

Activity: Students will discuss appearance and gender from a cross-cultural and rhetorical point of view and also learn about how to use ICT for global communication. 

I. Welcome and introductory remarks 

Time: 19.10-19.20 / 9.10–9.20 10 minutes
Location: You will be connected to Room A.  Link to this room by putting the following address into your marratech address bar: http://switchboard.stanford.edu .
Welcome and introductory remarks: Helle Rytkonen, Wafaa Wali and Sanaa Makhlouf

II. Small Group introductions: Cultural Artifact Analysis 

Time: 19.20-19.35 / 9:20-9:35 15 minutes
Location: Group A, remain in the same room.  Groups B, C, & D, switch to the small group room with your letter designation.  Link to your small group room by putting the following address into your marratech address bar and then clicking on your room name: http://switchboard.stanford.edu .
Activity:  Share a picture of your wardrobe and talk about the kinds of clothes you own, and what you wear at different occassions.

III. Small Group Rhetorical Analysis of Gender

Time:  19.35-20:10 / 9:35-10:10  35 minutes
Activity: Analysis and Discussion of video clips
Clips:
· “Beautiful Girl with a Beard” (http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-7049839665652534220&q=beautiful+woman+with+beard&total=26&start=0&num=10&so=0&type=search&plindex=0) 

·  “Dove – Evolution” (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hibyAJOSW8U )

Questions:
1. What do the video clips argue about gender and beauty? How is the argument made?

2. How do the arguments in the video clips correspond to your own cultures & everyday life?

3. In your culture, what should a woman/man do, look like, say...? What should they not do, look like, say…?  What happens when they don’t?

4. What do you personally do to live up to your own or your culture’s beauty ideals (shave, apply make up, work out, lift weights, diet, wash, pluck your eyebrows, etc.) 

5. Are there things you would never do to your body to live up to beauty ideals?

6. Do you feel that there are different pressures on men and women to look and behave in a particular way?

IV. Small Group Rhetorical Analysis of Gender


Time: 20.10-20.20 / 10:10-10:20 10 minutes


Prior to the workshop today, we asked you to write down your stereotypical perception of gender 
in Egypt (if you’re a Stanford student), and in the US (if you’re a student at the American 
Univerity in Cairo). Share those perceptions. Has the discussion today changed any of your ideas?

V.  Post workshop activity:

Time: Due before Friday, May 23st.

Activity: Write a 50 word reflection as a comment on the debrief questions found in the blog post entitled “Videoconference Reflections” at http://www.stanford.edu/group/ccr/blog/2008/05/video_conference_reflections_m.html.

