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STANFORD ALPINE CLUB SKILLS CERTIFICATION PROCEDURE
ROCK LEVELS:

1. Member.  This is for people who have paid their dues for the year. It includes discounts on renting basic gear and workshops, access to SAC reserved campsites and a copy of the Stanford Alpine Journal. 

2. Top Rope.  In addition to all Member privileges this gives access to renting carabiners, webbing and slings.

3. Lead.  In addition to all Member privileges this gives access to renting all SAC rock climbing gear except ropes.
4. Instructor. This is for very experienced and competent lead climbers who are capable of teaching others about lead climbing. It does not imply that this person will be instructing SAC workshops.  People in this category will be responsible as a group for certifying other people for competence at the different Rock skill levels. 
ICE LEVELS:

1. Member.  This is identical for Rock and Ice certification. 

2. Basic.  In addition to all Member privileges this gives access to renting trekking axes, snow shovels, crampons and avalanche probes. 

3. Lead.  In addition to all Member privileges this gives access to renting all SAC winter related gear and ice climbing gear except ropes.

4. Instructor. This is for very experienced and competent ice climbers and winter mountaineers who are capable of teaching others about ice climbing and backcountry winter travel. It does not imply that this person will be instructing SAC workshops.  People in this category will be responsible as a group for certifying other people for competence at the different Ice skill Created on 9/27/2004 9:09 AMlevels. 

CERTIFICATION PROCEDURE:

1. Download the Certification Application from the SAC website: http://alpineclub.stanford.edu.

2. Fill out the application and email it to the club president (booten@stanford.edu).

3. The application will be reviewed by the appropriate instructors for the type of application (i.e. Rock or Ice).
4. The applicant will be notified of the application status.

a. If the applicant is certified all privileges accompanying the certification level will be immediately available.

b. If the applicant is not certified, reason for this will be provided as well as what needs to be undertaken to attain the certification.

5. DO NOT take any criticism of the application personally; it is intended for safety and instructional purposes only.

STANFORD ALPINE CLUB SKILLS CHECKOFF APPLICATION
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BASIC CERTIFICATION

This is conferred upon payment of yearly dues and does not require an application.

TOP ROPE CERTIFICATION

This level of certification is to allow the applicant access to rent SAC carabiners, slings and webbing.  This is intended for people who are competent at setting top rope anchors using natural protection and bolts and who can demonstrate (via this application) safe anchor building techniques. This level is NOT INTENDED for the following: people who haven’t climbed outdoors before, people who are learning to set anchors or for people who are building gear anchors (i.e. using cams, hexes or nuts). 
1. List the top 10 outdoor climbs you have TR’d.  Please include where the climbs are located (i.e. Castle Rock, Yosemite Valley, etc.), their rating and how long ago you climbed them.

2.  List the top 10 outdoor climbs that you have set anchors for. Please include the types of gear used and the approximate quantities (i.e. 6 ‘biners, 1 cordalette and 30’ of webbing).
3. Describe a typical methodology that you use when building an anchor, including common pitfalls or things you pay special attention to. Be very specific.

4. List all climbing partners you have had while at Stanford (specifically partners that are involved in the Stanford climbing community).
LEAD CLIMBER CERTIFICATION
This level of certification is to allow the applicant access to rent all SAC rock climbing gear.  This is intended for people who are competent at lead climbing multipitch traditional climbs. This level is NOT INTENDED for the following: people who do not meet the Top Rope Certification requirements, people learning to lead climb, people who have only lead sport climbs, and people who are not competent at placing gear (i.e. cams, hexes and nuts) and setting anchors while lead climbing regardless of how much leading they have done.  
1. List the top 10 outdoor climbs you have lead.  Please include where the climbs are located (i.e. Lover’s Leap, Yosemite Valley, etc.), their rating, what pitches you lead vs. followed and how long ago you climbed them.

2. Describe a typical methodology that you use when building an anchor, including common pitfalls or things you pay special attention to. Be very specific.

3. Describe how you would place running protection on a typical lead climb. Be specific about things you look for and how you place the gear.

4. Describe the differences between belaying from above the climber, below the climber (if climber is TRing) and lead belaying. Include the effects on the anchor and gear placements. 

5. Describe some of the knots you find useful when lead climbing and how you use them.

6. Describe how to calculate a fall factor and the significance of the fall factor.

7. List all climbing partners you have had while at Stanford (specifically partners that are involved in the Stanford climbing community).
INSTRUCTOR CERTIFICATION


This certification is intended for people who are very competent and experienced lead climbers who may be interested in being head instructors for SAC sponsored workshops or who are interested in sharing their knowledge for the benefit of SAC members. This level is NOT INTENDED for: people who do not meet the Lead Climber Certification requirements above.
1. Complete the Lead Certification Application above.

2. Describe how to escape a belay.

3. Describe how to ascend a rope and what knots and or gear might be useful.

4. Describe any trips you have lead (formal or informal).

5. List all climbing partners you have had while at Stanford (specifically partners that are involved in the Stanford climbing community).
ALL APPLICANTS NEED TO BE AWARE THAT SUBMISSION OF THIS APPLICATION DOES NOT GUARANTEE APPROVAL.  APPLICANTS MUST ALSO BE AWARE THAT ALL CRITICISM PROVIDED IS CONSTRUCTIVE AND INTENDED TO PROVIDE GUIDANCE ON IMPROVING ROCK CLIMBING SKILLS, NOT TO BE PERSONAL.  THE APPLICATION WILL BE REVIEWED IN A PROMPT FASHION BY QUALIFIED PEOPLE TO ENSURE THE SAFETY OF THE APPLICANT AND ALL PEOPLE WHO CLIMB WITH THE APPLICANT.








