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WOLF PRIZE LAUREATE ZARE: | HAVE A CHINESE PEN PAL!

Zare is a foreign member of CAS, Participating the Nobel Laureate Beijing Forum 2007

[SCIENCENET Reported by Jiao He] “Do you know that | have a Chinese pen pal?” Richard Zare
“revealed” to me.

Professor Richard Zare, the 2005 Wolf Prize Laureate in Chemistry and a member of National
Academy of Science in USA, is attending the Nobel Laureate Beijing Forum 2007. Actually it is far
from being his first visit to China. His first trip took place two decades ago in 1987, and then he kept
coming back to this country he loves to visit and make communications with a number of institutes and
universities.

Zare is very happy talking about this pen pal in Changsha, Hunan: “I met her in a tea ceremony
when | visited Hunan. Then we kept our communication by email afterwards. Unfortunately, we have
to use English because my Chinese is too poor. She wrote to me a few days ago that she was in London
now.”

Although Zare’s Chinese is “poor”, the business card he passed to me is printed in Chinese at
one side. “This is specially printed for Chinese friends. Though my Chinese is not good, my brother
speaks Chinese fluently!”

Zare eventually revealed his “family secret”: his brother married a Chinese lady. They met in
Hawaii, and the lady came from Jamaica of Caribbean not China! After telling me the secret, Zare
concluded, “See, there are Chinese wherever there is the Sun!”

Speaking of his long-term relationship with China, Professor Zare said, “I love this country.
China is a great country and will be greater in the future.” “I encourage my Chinese students to come
back to China, because great opportunities are flourishing here.” In fact, Professor Zare has supervised
more than ten Chinese doctoral students, not including numerous Chinese postdoctoral fellows. After
they finished their degree or training, Professor Zare always encourages them to return to China to
work. In order to accelerate the development of China in the field of his expertise, he actively helped
export advanced equipment to China. When the US custom held the cases, he himself coordinated and
appealed for release.

Professor Zare said it straightforward, “China is changing very fast. Each time | came | can see
dramatic changes! The development in the US is already fast, but I see that in China is even faster than
that ever happened in the US.”

Chinese people appreciate Zare’s enthusiasm and friendship. In 2002, Zare was awarded
honorary professor by Hunan University. In 2004, Zare was elected a foreign member of Chinese
Academy of Science. On September 12 this year, Tsinghua University will award an honorary
professorship to Zare.





