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BELLE A. MANSFIELD - BIBLIOGRAPHY  
by Teresa Federer, Spring 2002 

 
Sources Consulted 

 
Biographical Sketches 
• Stanford Sources 

o “Belle A. Mansfield: August 23, 1846 – August 1, 1911,” Louis A. Haselmayer, 
Women Lawyers Journal, vol. 55 no. 2 (Spring 1969) at 46-54 
§ Law Library – PB WV XK 

o “Mansfield, Arablla,” Dorothy Thomas in Notable American Women 1607-1950: 
A Biographical Dictionary, Edward T. James ed., vol. 2: G-O (1971) at 492-493 
§ Green/Education Library – CT 3260 .N57 
§ Law Library – Women in the Legal Profession Course Reserve 

o “Arabella Babb Mansfield: 1946-1911,” Aleta Wallach, Women’s Rights Law 
Reporter, vol. 2 no. 1 (April 1974) at 3-5 
§ Law Library - BR CWV XK 

o The Invisible Bar: The Woman Lawyer in America: 1638 to the Present, Karen 
Berger Morello (1986) at 11-15 
§ Law Library – Women in the Legal Profession Course Reserve - AF AMV 

OWI 
§ Green Library – KF299 .W6 M67 

o “Arabella Babb Mansfield: 1846-1911,” The 50 Most Influential Women in 
American Law, Dawn Bradley Berry (1996) at 5-7 
§ Law Library – Women in the Legal Profession Course Reserve – AN ABI 

XSF 
o “Belle A. Mansfield: Opening the Way for Others,” Teresa Federer (April 5, 

2002) 
§ Law Library – Women in the Legal Profession Course Website 
 

• Non-Stanford Sources (copies in Belle Mansfield file at law library) 
o “Belle Aurelia Mansfield: Educator and Executive, DePauw University 1885-

1911,” Karlene English, History Seminary, DePauw University (January 21, 
1958) 
§ DePauw University and Iowa Wesleyan College archives – Belle Mansfield 

file 
o “From Mount Pleasant: Nation’s First Woman Lawyer,” M. Romdall Williams, 

The Iowan (Summer 1967) at 23-24 and 54 
§ DePauw University Archives – Belle Mansfield file 

o “Mrs. Belle A. Mansfield,” The Blue Book of Iowa Women, Winona Evans 
Reeves (1914) at 157-58 
§ Mount Pleasant Public Library historical collection, Iowa Wesleyan College 

and DePauw University archives, State Historical Society of Iowa archives – 
Belle Mansfield file 

o “Arabella Babb Mansfield,” Interview with Miles T. Babb (1947) 
§ State Historical Society of Iowa archives – Arabella Mansfield file 
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o “Arabella Babb Mansfield,” Source, Author and Date Unknown, at 61-64 
§ Mount Pleasant Public Library historical collection – Belle Mansfield file 

o “Belle A. Mansfield: August 23, 1846 – August 1, 1911: Timeline and 
Bibliography” Louis A. Haselmayer, Date Unknown 
§ Iowa Wesleyan College archives – Belle Babb Mansfield file 

o “Supplemental and Amended Biographical Sketch on Belle (Arabella) Aurelia 
Babb Mansfield” Author and Date Unknown 
§ Iowa Wesleyan College archives - Belle Babb Mansfield file - Babb family 

folder 
 
Bar Admission 
• Stanford Sources 

o “Woman as Lawyer,” The Revolution, vol. 1, no. 4 (July 8, 1869) at 10 
§ Green Library Media/Mtxt has 1868-72 in Papers of ECS and SBA - MFILM 

N.S. 10655 roll 1-3 
o “Women Lawyers,” The Woman’s Journal (April 22, 1876) 
§ Law Library – Women in the Legal Profession Course Website 

o “Admission of Women to the Bar,” Chicago Law Times, Catherine V. Waite, ed. 
(1887) at 76-77, 83-84, 86-88 
§ Law Library – Women in the Legal Profession Course Website 

o “Women Lawyers in the United States,” Lelia J. Robinson, The Green Bag, vol. 2 
(January 1890) at 20-21 
§ Law Library – Women in the Legal Profession Course Website 

o Angels and Amazons: A Hundred Years of American Women, Inez Haynes Irwin 
(1933) at 171-72 
§ Law Library – Women in the Legal Profession Course Website 

o “Clara Shortridge Foltz: First Woman,” Barbara Allen Babcock, Valparaiso 
University Law Review, vol. 28, no. 4, pages 1231-1285 (1994) at 1262 n. 134 
§ Law Library – Women in the Legal Profession Course Website 

o “The Founding of the Washington College of Law: The First Law School 
Established By Women for Women,” Mary L. Clark, 47 American University Law 
Review 613 (1998) at n. 24 
§ Law Library – Women in the Legal Profession Course Website 

o “A Century of Achievement: The Centennial of the National Association of 
Women Lawyers,” Selma Moidel Smith, Women Lawyers Journal, vol. 85, no. 2 
(Summer 1999) at 1 
§ Law Library – Women in the Legal Profession Course Website 

o “15 Years of Advocacy: Women and the Law Time Line, 1619-1998,” Lisa Small 
(1998) at 3 
§ Law Library – Women in the Legal Profession Course Website 

o “First Women Lawyers in the United States,” C. Sleeth (year) at (page) 
§ Law Library – Women in the Legal Profession Course Website 

o Sisters in Law, Virginia G. Drachman (1998) at 12-16 
§ Law Library – Women in the Legal Profession Course Reserve - AF ADT 

TCS C.2 
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o Women in the Law, Cynthia Fuchs Epstein (1993) at 49 and 420 
§ Law Library – Women in the Legal Profession Course Reserve – AF AER 

WSw2 
§ Green Library – KF299 .W6 E6 

o Sex Discrimination and the Law: History, Theory and Practice, Barbara Allen 
Babcock, et. al (1996) at 68 
§ Law Library – Women in the Legal Profession Course Reserve – BR BSJ 

NKs2 
o Women Lawyers in the United States, Dorothy Thomas (1957) at vii-xi 
§ Law Library - Basement - VN TL OA 

o “Pioneer Women in Law,” Grace H. Harte, Women Lawyers Journal (Summer 
1947) at 147 
§ Law Library – Open Reserve Room – Microfiche – PB WV XK 

o Woman’s Work in America, Annie Nathan Meyer, ed. (1891) at 218, 221-22 
§ Green Library - HD6095 .M46 1972 

o Iowa Code of 1851 §1610; Revision of 1860, ch. 114, §2700 – bar admission 
statute 

o Iowa Code Revision of 1860, ch. 3, §29, division 3 – general construction statute 
o Iowa Code - Act of March 8, 1870, ch. 21, 1870, Iowa Acts 21 – allowing women 

to join bar 
 
• Non-Stanford Sources (copies in Belle Mansfield file in law library) 

o “Female Lawyer,” Chicago Legal News, February 27, 1869 at 172 
o “Report of Examining Committee,” District Court Record, Henry County, IA, 

June Term, 2nd Day, Tuesday June 15, 1869, Book H at 54 
§ Mount Pleasant Public Library historical collection – Belle Mansfield file 

o “The Athens of Iowa Ahead: A Lady Admitted to Practice Law,” Mount Pleasant 
Journal, June 18, 1869 

o “Arabella Mansfield is the beauty of the Iowa bar,” Mount Pleasant Journal, 
November 26, 1869 

o “A Woman Cannot Practice Law or Hold Any Office in Illinois,” Chicago Legal 
News, vol. 2, no. 19 (February 5, 1870) at 144 – Myra Bradwell’s case (with 
mention of Belle) 

o “Women As Attorneys in Iowa,” Chicago Legal News, February 4, 1871 
o “Bar Convention,” Mount Pleasant Journal, June 14, 1872 – interesting b/c it lists 

Henry County bar members, but doesn’t include Belle 
o “Can A Woman Practice Law in Wisconsin?” Chicago Legal News, vol. 8, no. 15 

(January 1, 1876) at 116- – Lavinia Goodell’s case (with mention of Belle) 
o “The First Woman Lawyer in the United States,” Mt. Pleasant Free Press, c. 

February 7, 1918 
§ Mount Pleasant Public Library historical collection – Belle Mansfield file 

o “Iowa Portias: First Woman Lawyer Licensed Here in 1869,” Des Moines 
Register, April 30, 1950 
§ Mount Pleasant Public Library historical collection – Belle Mansfield file 
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o Famous First Facts, Joseph Nathan Kane (1964) at 339 
§ Iowa Wesleyan College archives – Belle Babb Mansfield file 

o “Centennial Scrapbook 1869,” Mt. Pleasant News, February 3, 1969 
§ Iowa Wesleyan College archives – Belle Babb Mansfield file 

 
1893 Chicago World’s Fair/Congress of Women Lawyers  
• Stanford Sources 

o “The Isabellas and the Evolution of the Law,” excerpt from a work in progress by 
Barbara Allen Babcock – details the organization of the fair 
§ Prof. Babcock 

 
• Non-Stanford Sources (copies in Belle Mansfield file in law library) 

o “Women Lawyers at the Isabella Clubhouse,” and “Queen Isabella Association,” 
Chicago Legal News, vol. 25, August 26, 1893 at 421 and 451 
§ Iowa Wesleyan Archives – REFERS TO AN AUGUST 5 ARTICLE THAT 

DETAILS THE PROGRAM 
o Miscellaneous Letters concerning the events at the women lawyers’ meeting and 

unsuccessful attempts to locate Belle’s speech 
§ Iowa Wesleyan Archives 

 
Bar Admission Centennial 
• Stanford Sources 

o  “Belle Babb Mansfield’s Legend is Alive and Well,” Louis A. Haselmayer, 
Women Lawyers Journal, vol. 55, no. 4 (Fall 1969) at 152-53 
§ Law Library – PB WV XK 

o “Belle Babb Mansfield – 100th Aniversary,” Mary H. Zimmerman, 75th Year 
History of the National Association of Women Lawyers (1975) at 413-419 
§ Law Library – AF ANB QSS 

o “A Century of Achievement: The Centennial of the National Association of 
Women Lawyers,” Selma Moidel Smith, Women Lawyers Journal, vol. 85, n. 2 
(Summer 1999) at 13 
§ Law Library – Women in the Legal Profession Course Website 

 
• Non-Stanford Sources (copies in Belle Mansfield file in law library) 

o Pamphlet for The Belle Mansfield Pre-Law Scholarship for Women 
§ Iowa Wesleyan College archives 

o Invitation to Attend Belle A. Mansfield Exhibit at DePauw University Archives 
§ Iowa Wesleyan College and DePauw University archives 

o “DePauw Honors Woman Lawyer,” Greencastle Daily Banner, June 18, 1969 
o Various letters regarding centennial celebrations around the country 
§ Iowa Wesleyan College archives 

o Program of 1969 California State Bar Convention Annual Breakfast of Queen’s 
Bench (February 11, 1969) 
§ Iowa Wesleyan College archives 
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Belle’s Writings 
• Stanford Sources 

o “DePauw University – An Historical Sketch,” Belle A. Mansfield in Education in 
Indiana, F.A. Cotton (1904) at 520-535 
§ Education Library – 379.74 .I39c 
 

• Non-Stanford Sources (copies in Belle Mansfield file in law library) 
o “The Work of Colleges,” Mrs. Belle Mansfield, A.M., Iowa Classic, vol. 1, no. 6, 

(March 1871) at 41-42 
§ Iowa Wesleyan College archives 

o “Anniversary Days,” Mrs. Belle Mansfield, A.M., Iowa Classic, vol. 4, no. 5 
(February 1874) at 1 and 50-51 
§ Iowa Wesleyan College archives 

o “Our Centennial Letter,” B.A.M., Henry County Free Press, July 13, 1876; July 
20, 1876; July 27, 1876; August 3, 1876; August 17, 1876; August 24, 1876; 
August 31, 1876 
§ The newspaper is on microfiche in the Mount Pleasant Public Library 

historical collection, Iowa Wesleyan College archives and the Iowa State 
Historical Society archives 

o “The College Journal,” Prof. Mansfield, DePauw Monthly, vol. 10, no. 5 
(February 1888) at 140-142 
§ DePauw University archives 

o “Leland Stanford Jr. University,” Belle A. Mansfield, The Bema, vol. 3, no. 5 
(October 22, 1892) at 1 
§ DePauw University archives 

o Letter and Recommendation from Belle A. Mansfield to C.E. Byrkit, December 7, 
1882 
§ Iowa Wesleyan College archives 

o Letter from Belle A. Mansfield to Mr. Byrkit, April 7, 1890 
§ Iowa Wesleyan College archives 

 
Suffrage 
• Stanford Sources 

o Address of Frances E. Willard, President of the Woman’s National Council of 
the United States, Washington D.C. (February 1891 

§ Library of Congress Website (www.loc.gov) - American Memory Project – 
Woman’s Suffrage 

o A History of the National Woman’s Rights Movement for Twenty Years: From 
1850-1870, Paulina W. Davis (1871) – mentions Belle at 47 
§ Library of Congress Website (www.loc.gov) – American Memory Project – 

Woman’s Suffage 
o Constitution of the American Woman Suffrage Association and the History of its 

Formation (1881) 
§ Library of Congress Website (www.loc.gov) – American Memory Project – 

Woman’s Suffage 
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o Women Suffrage and Politics: The Inner Story of the Suffrage Movement, Carrie 
Chapman Catt and Nettie Rogers Schuler (1926) – refers to Belle at 95 
§ Library of Congress Website (www.loc.gov) – American Memory Project – 

Woman’s Suffage 
o History of Woman Suffrage, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, Matilda 

Joslyn Gage, eds., vol. 1-6 – mentions Belle in vol. 2 (1882) and vol. 3 (1887) 
§ SAL – 324.3 .H673 

o Strong-Minded Women: The Emergence of the Woman Suffrage Movement in 
Iowa, Louise R. Noun (1969) – mentions Belle and Mount Pleasant throughout 
§ Green Library – JK 1911 .I8 N6 

o Legal and Political Status of Women in Iowa, Ruth A. Gallaher (1918) – mentions 
Belle on p. 50, 184, 250 
§ SAL - 396 .G162 

o “Joseph A. Dugdale: A Friend of Truth,” Robert K. Bower, Palimpsest, vol. 56, 
no. 6 (November/December 1975) 
§ Green Library – F616 .P2 
 

• Non-Stanford Sources (copies in Belle Mansfield file in law library) 
o Mount Pleasant Journal, various articles, December 1869-October 1874 
§ The newspaper is available on microfiche in the Mount Pleasant Public 

Library historical collection, Iowa Wesleyan College archives, and Iowa State 
Historical Society archives 

o “County Women Helped Suffrage Movement,” Donald Young and John Sloca, 
Mt. Pleasant News, August 23, 1995 
§ Iowa Wesleyan College archives – Woman Suffrage File 

o “Let’s Follow Our Ancestors’ Example,” Helen Warren, Mt. Pleasant News?, 
April 4, 2001 
§ Iowa Wesleyan College archives – Woman Suffrage file 

o Inventory of Cole Throop Collection (1850-1900), compiled by Jan. R. Nash 
(August 1988) 
§ Iowa State Historical Society – Iowa City branch 

 
IWC Histories and Belle’s IWC Activities 
• Non-Stanford Sources (no copies in Belle Mansfield file at law library – available 

through interlibrary loan) 
o Historical Sketch and Alumni Record of Iowa Wesleyan University (1905) 
§ Mount Pleasant Public Library and Iowa Wesleyan College library 

o Historical Sketch and Alumni Record of Iowa Wesleyan University (1917) 
§ Mount Pleasant Public Library and Iowa Welseyan College library 

o History and Alumni Record of Iowa Wesleyan College, 1842-1942, Charles 
Kennedy and Lillian Rogers (1942) 
§ Mount Pleasant Public Library and Iowa Wesleyan College library 

o 125th Anniversary History of Iowa Wesleyan College, Louis A. Haselmayer 
(1967) 
§ Mount Pleasant Public Library and Iowa Wesleyan College library 
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o Supplement No. II to the 125th Anniversary History of IWC, Louis A. Haselmayer 
(1968) 
§ Iowa Wesleyan College archives 

o Sesquicentennial History of Iowa Wesleyan, Louis A. Haselmeyer (1992) 
§ Mount Pleasant Public Library and Iowa Wesleyan College library 
 

• Non-Stanford Sources (copies in Belle Mansfield file in law library) 
o First Annual Catalogue of the Officers and Students of the Mt. Pleasant 

Collegiate Institute (1854) 
§ Iowa Wesleyan College archives 

o Eighth Annual Catalogue of the Officers and Students of the Iowa Wesleyan 
University (1863) 
§ Iowa Wesleyan College archives 

o Ninth Annual Catalogue of the Officers and Students of the Iowa Wesleyan 
University (1864) 
§ Iowa Wesleyan College archives 

o Tenth Annual Catalogue of the Officers and Students of the Iowa Wesleyan 
University (1865) 
§ Iowa Wesleyan College archives 

o Program of the Eleventh Annual Commencement of the Iowa Wesleyan 
University, June 20, 1866 (no text of “The Two Temples” address) 
§ Iowa Wesleyan College archives 

o Program of the Annual Commencement of the Law Department of the Iowa 
Wesleyan University, June 18, 1872 (no text of “Divine Sanctions of Laws” 
address) 
§ Iowa Wesleyan College archives 

o Iowa Classic (from Iowa Wesleyan College archives) 
§ February 1871 at 36 - “University Day” and “Alumni Personals” 
§ May 1871 at 61 - Women’s Missionary Society address (no text of speech) 
§ December 1871 at 21 - “The Origin of Law” lecture (no text of speech) 
§ June 1872 at 68-70 – Law Commencement 
§ February 1874 (vol. 4, no. 5) at 54 – “Rome” lecture (no text of speech) 
§ December 1874 at 30 – Drawing Class 
§ February 1875 at 56 – “Religion the Inspiration of Progress” lecture (no text 

of speech) 
o  “John M. Mansfield and the Iowa Wesleyan College Science Tradition,” address 

by Louis A. Haselmayer, Iowa Wesleyan College Founders Day (1972) 
§ Iowa Wesleyan College archives 

 
Europe Trip: 1872-1873 
• Iowa Classic (from Iowa Wesleyan College archives: copies in Belle Mansfield file in 

law library) 
o June 1872 at 67 - “Report of the Historian of the Alumnal Association,”  
o October 1872 (vol. 3, no. 1) at 1-3 and 5 - “British Association,” and “Friends 

Abroad,” Prof. J.M. Mansfield 
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o December 1872 (vol. 3, no. 3) at 1 and 18-21 - “Friends Abroad,” and “Letter 
from Prof. Mansfield,” and “Locals” 

o January 1873 at 30 – “Friends Abroad” 
o April 1873 (vol. 3, no. 7) at 1 and 50 – “Friends Abroad” 
o May 1873? at 72-73 – “From Prof. Mansfield” 
o June 1873 (vol. 3, no. 9) at 1 – “Friends Abroad” 
o September 1873 at 109 – “Friends Abroad” 

 
Mount Pleasant/Henry County Histories 
• Stanford Sources 

o “Amos Bronson Alcott and Southeast Iowa,” Louis A. Haselmayer, Annals of 
Iowa, 3rd series, vol. 38, no. 2 (Fall 1965) at 121-52 
§ Green Library – F616 .A6 

o “Academies and Iowa’s Frontier Life,” Robert E. Belding, Annals of Iowa, vol. 
44, no. 5 (Summer 1978) at 335-353+ 
§ Green Library – F616 .A6 
 

• Non-Stanford Sources (no copies in Belle Mansfield file – available through 
interlibrary loan from various places) 
o Biographical Review of Henry County, Iowa (1906) – has info on Belle’s family 

background under W.I. Babb (other community members listed as well) 
§ Mount Pleasant Public Library historical collection and Iowa Wesleyan 

College library 
o Portrait and Biographical Album of Henry County, Iowa (1888) – has info on 

Belle’s family background under W.I. Babb (other community members listed as 
well) 
§ Mount Pleasant Public Lib rary historical collection and  Iowa Wesleyan 

College library 
o Her First Hundred Years: Mount Pleasant, Iowa, Olive Cole Smith (1942) 
§ Mount Pleasant Public Library historical collection 

o History of Henry County, Iowa, Henry County Bicentennial Commission (1982) 
§ Mount Pleasant Public Library historical collection 

o History of Henry County, Iowa (1879) 
§ Mount Pleasant Public Library historical collection 

o Highlights of Henry County, Iowa History: 1833-1976 (1977) 
§ Mount Pleasant Public Library historical collection 
 

• Non-Stanford Sources (copies in Belle Mansfield file in law library) 
o “Home Town P.E.O., Mt. Pleasant, 1869,” Louis A. Haselmayer, P.E.O. Record 

(November 1968) at 9-13 
§ Iowa Wesleyan College archives – P.E.O. Centennial Record 1969 file 
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Simpson College 
• Non-Stanford Sources (copies in Belle Mansfield file in law library) 

o Letter from Ruth M. Jackson to Louis Haselmayer, July 8, 1868 
§ Iowa Wesleyan College archives 

o “Iowa’s First Lady of the Law,” Simpson College Alumnus (Summer 1969) 
§ Iowa Wesleyan College and Simpson College archives 

o “Nation’s First Woman Lawyer Once Taught at Simpson,” Indianola Tribune, 
June 9, 1970 
§ State Historical Society of Iowa – Arabella Mansfield file 

 
Mount Pleasant Public Library Story 
• Stanford Sources 

o “Bronson Alcott Visits Mt. Pleasant, Iowa Heritage Illustrated (Fall 1996) at 116-
117 
§ Green Library – F616 .P2 

 
• Non-Stanford Sources (copies in Belle Mansfield file in law library) 

o Articles of Incorporation of Young Men’s Association of Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, Art. 
of Inc. Book A at 37-39 
§ Henry County Recorders Office 

o Articles of Incorporation of Iowa General Library Association, Art. of Inc. Book 
A at 41-42 
§ Henry County Recorders Office 

o Articles of Incorporation of Ladies Library Association of Mount Pleasant, Art. of 
Inc. Book A at 127-129 
§ Henry County Recorders Office 

o Articles of Reincorporation of Ladies Library Association of Mount Pleasant, 
Misc. Book 157 at 164 
§ Henry County Recorders Office 

o Excerpt from History of Henry County, Iowa (1879) at 532 
§ Mount Pleasant Public Library historical collection (no copy in law library 

file) 
o “Fourth Attempt Was Successful: Women’s Group Promoted City Library,” Mt. 

Pleasant News, January 5, 1974 at 4-5 
o Excerpt from Highlights of Henry County, Iowa History: 1833-1976 (1977) – see 

above under HC/MP histories 
§ Mount Pleasant Public Library historical collection – library file 

o “The Story Behind Our Library,” Author and Date Unknown 
§ Mount Pleasant Public Library historical collection – library file 
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DePauw Histories and Belle’s DePauw Activities 
• Stanford Sources 

o DePauw Through the Years, George B. Manhart, vol. 1 and 2 (1862) – has a 
chapter on Belle and mentions her and her activities throughout 
§ SAL - 378.74 .D419M 

o Indiana Asbury-DePauw University, 1837-1937: A Hundred Years of Higher 
Education in the Middle West, William Warren Sweet (1937) – mentions Belle at 
208-9 
§ Education Library - 378.74 .D41ES 

 
• Non-Stanford Sources (copies in Belle Mansfield file in law library) 

o Excerpt from DePauw Daily, January 22, 1910 at 4 – short biographical note 
§ Iowa Wesleyan College and DePauw University archives 

o Letter from H.A. Gobin to Mr. Jeffrey, December 31, 1915 
§ Iowa Wesleyan College and DePauw University archives 

o Art Department Centennial: 1877-1977, DePauw University Art Center 
§ Iowa Wesleyan College and DePauw University archives 

o “Dean Mansfield,” Sexson E. Humphreys, DePauw “E” (year unknown) 
§ Iowa Wesleyan College archives 

 
Family – copies of non-Stanford sources in Belle Mansfield file in law library 
• John Mansfield 

o Marriage Record, Book F at 20, License no. 80 
§ Henry County Recorder’s Office 

o Bibliography of Education, G. Stanley Hall and John M. Mansfield (1886) 
§ SAL/Education Library - Z5811 .H35 1886 

o The Iowa Wesleyan, October 13, 1894 at 42 – “Alumni Notes” on John 
Mansfield’s death 
§ Iowa Wesleyan College archives 

o Excerpt from “Notice of the Death of John M. Mansfield,” John P.D. John 
reprinted in The Christian Advocate, September 20, 1894 from Western Christian 
Advocate, September 12, 1894 
§ Iowa Wesleyan college archives – John M. Mansfield file 

o Excerpt from History and Alumni Record, Iowa Wesleyan College, Kennedy and 
Rogers (1942) 
§ Iowa Wesleyan College library and Mount Pleasant Public Library 

o “A Happy Beginning,” address by Louis A. Haselmayer, Iowa Wesleyan College 
Opening Convocation 1977 
§ Iowa Wesleyan College archives – John M. Mansfield file 

• Mary Moyer Babb 
o “Death of Mrs. Mary Babb,” Mount Pleasant Journal, April 4, 1895 

• W.I. Babb 
o Various Supreme Court cases in Iowa Reports – Law Library – RBJ AD 
§ Hanson v. Vernon (IA SC June Term 1869, appeal filed April 10, 1869) 
§ Wills v. The Home Ins. Co. (IA SC June Term 1870, appeal filed April 27, 

1870) 
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§ McDonald v. Donaghue (IA SC Dec. Term 1870, appeal filed Jan. 27, 1871) 
§ Ogg v. Shiplett & Wife (IA SC Dec. Term 1870, appeal filed Dec. 12, 1870) 
§ Wilcox v. The Iowa Wesleyan University (IA SC Dec. Term 1871, appeal 

filed Oct. 4, 1871 
§ Western Stage Co. v. Parks, Adm’r, et. al. (IA SC June Term 1872, appeal 

filed April 6, 1872) 
o Letter from Herbert Jeffrey to Hon. Washington I. Babb, November 30, 1915 and 

handwritten response for Iowa Wesleyan Alumni Record 
§ Iowa Wesleyan College archives – W.I. Babb file 

o Letter from W.I. Babb to Ben H. Wilson, April 14, 1917 and handwritten form for 
Iowa Wesleyan Alumni Record 
§ Iowa Wesleyan College archives – W.I. Babb file 

o Letter from Alice Babb Ewing to Dr. Haselmayer, January 9, 1969 – on work for 
Harlan family 
§ Iowa Wesleyan College archives 

o Babb Family Tree 
§ Iowa Wesleyan College archives 

o Memories of the Civil War, Hiram Thornton Bird (privately published in 1926) 
§ Iowa Wesleyan College archives (no copy in Belle Mansfield law library file) 

• Alice Bird Babb 
o Mount Pleasant Journal, February 15, 1871 – letter of Alice Bird from 

Philadelphia 
o The Iowa Wesleyan, January 30, 1897 at 126-128 – “Editorial Department” letter 

from Alice Bird Babb 
§ Iowa Wesleyan College archives 

o Letter re: Death of “Auntie Belle, probably written by Alice Bird Babb to her 
children c. August 1911 
§ Iowa Wesleyan College archives – Belle Mansfield file – Babb Family folder 

o Letter from Herbert Jeffrey to Mrs. W.I. Babb, December 2, 1915 and handwritten 
response for Iowa Wesleyan Alumni Record 
§ Iowa Wesleyan College archives – Alice Bird Babb file 

o “Funeral of Mrs. Alice Bird Babb,” newspaper article – source and date unknown, 
probably Mt. Pleasant News, c. November 25, 1926 
§ Iowa Wesleyan College archives – Alice Bird Babb file 

o “Chapter Original A Shares Its Heritage” P.E.O. Record (November 1868) at 17-
24 
§ Iowa Wesleyan College archives – Alice Bird Babb file 

o “Alice Bird Babb: Her Last Years,” Frances Cooper Thompson, P.E.O. Record, 
January 1987 at 6-7 
§ Iowa Wesleyan College archives – Alice Bird Babb file; Mount Pleasant 

Public Library 
• In general – see also IWC histories and alumni records and Henry County histories 

and biographical albums 
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Obituaries – copies in Belle Mansfield file in law library 
• “Obituary,” Chicago Legal News, August 1911 

o Iowa Wesleyan College archives – Belle Babb Mansfield file 
• “Mrs. Mansfield Dies in Aurora,” Mt. Pleasant Daily News, August 2, 1911 

o Mount Pleasant Public Library historical collection – Belle Mansfield file or 
microfiche 

• “First Woman in Federal Court Practice Passes Away,” Chicago Daily Tribune, 
August 3, 1911 at 11 

• “First Woman Admitted to Practice Law is Dead,” Chicago Record Herald, August 3, 
1911 
o Iowa Wesleyan College archives – Belle Babb Mansfield file 

• “Last Hours of Mrs. Mansfield,” Mt. Pleasant News, August 7, 1911 
o Mount Pleasant Public Library historical collection and Iowa Wesleyan College 

archives – Belle Mansfield file 
• “Mrs. Mansfield Dies in Aurora,” and “Tribute Paid to Mrs. Mansfield,” Mt. Pleasant 

News, August 9, 1911 
o Iowa Wesleyan College and DePauw University archives – Belle Babb Mansfield 

file 
• “Mrs. Belle Mansfield,” Alice Bird Babb, Mt. Pleasant Republican, August 10, 1911 

o Iowa Wesleyan College archives – Belle Babb Mansfield file 
• “Iowa Woman Lawyer Dies,” Mt. Pleasant Free Press, August 10, 1911 
• “Death in the Faculty,” Bulletin of DePauw University (1911) at 19-20 

o Iowa Wesleyan College and DePauw University archives 
 
Misc. Newspaper Articles – copies in Belle Mansfield file in archives 
• “First Lady Admitted to Practice 100 Years Ago,” Marie T. Lauck, Res Gestae (July 

1969) at 28-29 
o Iowa Wesleyan College archives 

• “The Bar Was Early Challenge,” Margaret Moore Post, Indianapolis Star (July 20, 
1976) 
o Iowa Wesleyan College archives 

• “Our Women in History: Two from Henry County Honored in Hall of Fame,” source 
unknown, April 30, 1997 
o Iowa Wesleyan College archives 

• “DePauw Beckoned 1869 Admittee,” Res Gestae (September 1993) at 111 
o Iowa Wesleyan College and DePauw University archives – THIS ARTICLE IS 

INTERESTING, SUGGESTS THAT BELLE MAY HAVE BEEN 
MARGINALLY INVOLVED IN GETTING WOMEN ADMITTED TO 
PRACTICE IN INDIANA 

 
Iowa History 
• Iowa History Reference Guide, William John Petersen (1952) 

o SAL - 016.9777 .P484A 
• History of Iowa from the Earliest Times to the Beginning of the Twentieth Century, 

Benjamin F. Gue, vol. 1-4 (1903) 
o SAL - 977.7 .G924 
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• Iowa and Counties of Iowa, Remley J. Glass (1940) 
o Green Library – F621 .G58 

• To Go Free: A Treasury of Iowa’s Legal Heritage, Richard, Lord Acton and Patricia 
Nassif Acton (1995) – mentions Belle in a couple of places 
o Law Library - CB AAE IOT 

• Recollections and Sketches of Notable Lawyers and Public Men of Early Iowa, 
Edward H. Stiles (1916) – has biographical information on several Mount Pleasant 
figures and state suffrage figures, including W.I. Babb 
o Law Library - AN ASW AMr 

• “Report of Committee on Legal Biography,” Proceedings of the Iowa State Bar 
Association, Fifth Annual Session, 1899 (1900) at 170 – entry on Francis Springer 
o Law Library – PH BJ IR 

 
Misc. Web Materials 
Famous Iowan Babbs (http://members.tripod.com/~esumner/iowan.htm) – Ellen Babb 
 Sumner (1998) 
Biography on A&E (http://search.biography.com) 
Discovery  

(http://school.discovery.com/homeworkhhelp/worldbook/atozhistory/m/342670.ht
m) 

Des Moines Register (http://desmoinesregister.com/extras/iowans/mansfield.html) 
Encyclopedia Britannica 

(http://www.britannica.com/women/articles/Mansfield_Arabella.html) 
PBS (http://www.pbs.org.neighborhoods/history/daily/23-May.html) 
History Channel (http://www.historychannel.com/exhibits/woman/firsts.html) 
 
Howe’s Academy 
• The following are from Prof. Babcock’s Clara Foltz research files 
• Howe Family Genealogy 

o Vital Records of Granville, Massachusetts to the Year 1850, New England 
Historical Genealogical Society (1914) 
§ Denver Public Library – 929.3744 G765V 

o Washington Co, Ohio Marriage Records 1827-1841 
o Columbine Genealogical Society, Box 2074, Littleton, CO 80161 or Mary Lou 

King, 6437 West Arbor Drive, Littleton, CO 80123 
• Primary Sources 

o “Recommendation for Miss Ella Dallner,” Seward C. Howe (February 28, 1863) 
o The First Catalogue of the Mount Pleasant High School and Female Seminary 

(1874) 
o Programs of the Philotaxian Literary Society (December 21, 1877; June 27, 1878; 

June 25, 1885) 
o Catalogue of Howe’s Academy and Teachers’ Training School (1892) 
o Announcement of the Annual Commencement Exercises of Howe’s Academy, May 

31, 1902 
o Announcement of the Annual Commencement Exercises of Howe’s Academy, June 

6, 1903 
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o Annual Catalogue of Howe’s Academy and Teachers’ Training School (1907) 
o Programme of the Commencement Exercises of Howe’s Academy, May 27, 1910 
o Annual Catalogue of Howe’s Academy and Teachers’ Training School (1911) 
o Class of 1913 Programme 

• Newspaper Articles 
o “Howe’s Commencement: The Most Successful Since the Foundation of the 

School Forty-Eight Years Ago,” Mount Pleasant Journal, June 11, 1891 
o “The ‘Old Mill’: A Last and Long Farewell, Prof. Warrington P.Howe, Mount 

Pleasant Journal?, May 10?, 1900 
o “One of Iowa’s Oldest Educational Institutions: Howe’s Academy at Mt. Pleasant 

Once Convened in a Log Jail,” The Burlington Hawkeye, May 21, 1910 
o  “Howe’s Academy Picnic Meets At Park,” Mt. Pleasant News, September 10, 

1928 
o “Howe’s Academy, Historic Mt. Pleasant School, Held Reunion for Graduates, 

The Burlington Hawkeye, September 16?, 1930 
o “Officers Re-elected at Academy Picnic, The Winfield Beacon?, September 12, 

1931 
o “Marker At Site of “Old Mill” Is Dedicated,” Mt. Pleasant News, September 12, 

1931 
o “Former Howe’s Academy Students Gather for the Annual Picnic, Program,” Mt. 

Pleasant News, September 12, 1931 
o “Welcome – Howe’s Academy Students,” Mt. Pleasant News, September 12, 

1931 
o “Officers Elected by Academy Group,” Mt. Pleasant News, September 12, 1932 
o “Welcome – Howe’s Academy Students,” Mt. Pleasant News, September 9, 1933 
o “Story of the ‘Old Mill’: Early History of Academy is Related, Mt. Pleasant 

News, September 11, 1936 
o “Howe’s Academy Picnic Held at Saunders Park,” Mt. Pleasant News, September 

13, 1937 
o “Howe’s Academy Picnic to be Held Saturday,” The Winfield Beacon, September 

12, 1938 
o “Academy Picnic in Saunders Park,” Mt. Pleasant News?, September ?, 1938? 

•  Journal Articles and Histories 
o “Howe’s Academy,” Roger S. Galer, Historical Address delivered at Annual 

Reunion and Picnic of the Howe’s Academy Association (September 12, 1931) 
published as “The Old Mill,” Roger S. Galer, The Palimpsest (October 1931) at 
381-401 

o “Howe’s Academy Anniversary,” Prof. Gus W. Walters, Historical Address 
delivered at Annual Reunion and Picnic of the Howe’s Academy Association 
(September 14, 1935) 

o “Howe and Denmark Academies vs. The Modern High School,” Prof. C.W. 
Cruikshank, Historical Address delivered at Annual Reunion and Picnic of the 
Howe’s Academy Association (September 1938) published in Mt. Pleasant News, 
December 31, 1938 

o “Seward C. Howe: An Individualist in Education,” Roger S. Galer, Iowa Journal 
of History and Politics (January 1943) at 69-84 
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o “Howe’s Academy: Absolute Thoroughness at Every Step,” A.E. Judd, Restricted 
Valleys: An Outline for a Possible Autobiography (privately published in 1954) at 
13-15 

o “Howe’s Academy,” Gladys Watton (Henry County Historical Society, 1972) 
 

Future Research 
 

Biographical Sketches 
• Babb Families of America, Jean Sargent (Babb Family Association – might have her 

papers?) 
• Who Was Who in America 1897-1942 
• Cambridge Dictionary of American Biography, J.S. Bowman, ed. (1995) 
• 20th Century Biographical Dictionary of Notable Americans, vol. 3, Daughters of 

America; or Women of the Century Ch. 21: Women Lawyers 
• Herringshaw’s Encylopedia of American Biography of the Nineteenth Century 
• Her Heritage: A Biographical Encyclopedia of Famous American Women (1995) 
• Encyclopedia Britannica 
• United States Biographical Dictionary for Iowa 
 
Suffrage and Women’s Rights 
• Herstory: A Woman’s View of American History, June Sochen (1974) 

o Green Library - HQ1410 .S64 
• Herstory: A Record of the American Woman’s Past, June Sochen (1981) 

o Green Library – HQ1410 .S64 1981 
• Beyond Her Sphere: Women and the Professions in American History, Barbara J. 

Harris (1978) 
o Green/Education Library – HQ1410 .H37 

• Schoolwomen of the Prairies and Plaines: Personal Narratives from Iowa, Kansas, 
and Nebraska, Mary Hurlbut Cordier (1992) 
o SAL - LB2837 .C66 1992 

• The Suffragette Movement: An Intimate Account of Persons and Ideals, E. Sylvia 
Pankhurst (1931) at 347 
o SAL 324.3 .P195 

• Burlington Hawkeye review of Belle’s April 1872 “What Women Should Do” speech 
– the Mount Pleasant Journal republished the Hawkeye review, or at least part of it - 
there’s a chance the Hawkeye covered the speech in more depth than did the Mount 
Pleasant Journal 

• Louisville (KY) Courier-Journal, Oct. 1881 – published report of AWSA meeting, 
incl. full reports by state aux. orgs (Iowa might be one) 

• New York Standard, June or July 1870 - reported on Mount Pleasant IWSA 
convention 

• Iowa Woman Suffrage Collection at State Historical Society of Iowa 
• Iowa Suffrage Memorial Commission – check web 
• Progressive Men of Iowa – check web 
• Dissertations or law review articles on Woman Suffrage – check Lexis and Westlaw 
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Bar Admission 
• New York Express 

o Published a generally favorable opinion on Belle’s admission sometime between 
June 15 and July 8, 1869 

o Green library has the Evening Express but it didn’t seem to have this article (or it 
was a very very brief mention) 

• Proceedings of the Pioneer Law Makers’ Association, vol. 1-16 
o Law Library - PH BJ PP  

• “The Woman Lawyer,” Grace Ballantyne, Proceedings of the Eleventh Annual 
Meeting of the Iowa State Bar Association (1905) at 81-83, 85-86 
o Law Library – PH BJ IR 

• “Barred From the Bar: Women and Legal Education in the United States 1870-1890,” 
Dr. Kelly Weisberg, 28 J.Legal Educ. 485, 494-95 (1977) 

• “The Early History of the College of Law, State University of Iowa: 1865-1884,” 
Hanson, 30 Iowa Law Review 31 (1944) 

• Iowa Supreme Court/Iowa Judicial Branch – check web 
• American Bar Association – check web 
• Iowa State Bar Association (Legal Heritage Committee) – check web 
 
M.E. Church 
• Articles of Incorporation of Main St. M.E. Church, Art. of Inc. Book A at 61 

o Henry County Recorders Office 
• Articles of Incorporation of Henry St. M.E. Church, Art. of Inc. Book A at 48 

o Henry County Recorders Office 
• Articles of Incorporation of First M.E. Church of MP, Art. of Inc. Book A at 145 

o Henry County Recorders Office 
• In general – see IWC and Henry County histories and biographical albums 
 
Family 
• John Mansfield 

o IWU 1864 Commencement Program – lists John Mansfield as “in the army” 
§ Iowa Wesleyan College archives 

o Mount Pleasant Journal, June 13, 1878 – Baldwin Univ. in Berea, OH conferred 
honorary degree on June 6 

o IWC Minutes of Board of Trustees, January 8, 1876 – resignation letter of John 
Mansfield dated November 1875: “Having served you wholly, day and night for 
eleven years, neglecting even thought of my private affairs and devoted to you the 
flower of my life, I now resign my place in the University, and thank you for the 
many favors received…” 
§ Iowa Wesleyan college archives 

• W.I. Babb 
o “A Notable Death: W.I. Babb” Annals of Iowa, vol. 15 at 395 
§ Green F616 .A6 
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• Alice Bird Babb 
o P.E.O. Record, March 1969 at 30 – article by Katherine Holton Jones (her great 

grand-niece) 
§ Mount Pleasant Public Library 

o The Palimpsest, vol. 11 (1930) at 440 – reference to work of Alice Bird Babb 
§ State Historical Society of Iowa 

o Contact PEO Executive Office in Des Moines Iowa - historical files contain 
numerous letters written by Alice Bird Babb to Winona Evans Reeves 

• Check with Des Moines County Historical Society and Des Moines County 
Courthouse and Recorder’s Office for Babb family records 

 
IWC Activities 
• The Iowa Wesleyan, November 1890 at 59 – mentions Belle somehow 

o “A Pioneer Law School – Iowa Wesleyan University,” Edward R. Hayes, Drake 
Law Review, Vol. X, No. 2 (May 1961) at 108-9 

• Iowa Wesleyan College archives 
o Faculty minutes 
o Minutes of Board of Trustees 
o The Iowa Wesleyan – I got some articles here from references in other sources but 

didn’t look through them myself 
o The Iowa Classic – I got some articles here from references in other sources but 

didn’t look through them myself 
 

DePauw Activities 
• “The Ten Presidents of DePauw University,” Western Christian Advocate, March 17, 

1909 
• Cites from Karlene English’s paper (see above under biographical sketches) 
• Baird’s Manual of American College Fraternities, Charles Starr Losher, ed., 16th ed. 

(1957) at 182-84 
• Check Greencastle/Indianapolis historical societies and local libraries 
 
Temperance 
• Address Before the Second Biennial Convention of the World’s Woman’s Christian 

Temperance Union and the Twentieth Annual Convention of the National Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union, Frances E. Willard, World’s Columbian Exposition, 
Chicago (October 1893) 
o Library of Congress Website (www.loc.gov) - American Memory Project 

 
Obituaries 
• Greencastle Herald, August 2, 1911 at 1 
• Greencastle Herald, August 3, 1911 at 1 
• Henry County Free Press, August 3, 1911 – I saw this (it’s a very minor mention) 
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General Research 
• Annals of Iowa: Series 1: vol. 1-12 (1863-73); Series 2: vol. 1-3 (1882-84); Series 3: 

vol. 1-59 (1895-2000) 
o Location: most volumes are available at Green (F616 .A6); the ones that aren’t in 

Green are available through the State Historical Society of Iowa in Des Moines 
o Volumes 1-50 have periodical separate indexes, after vol. 50 the indexes are 

contained within each volume 
o Suggestion 1: I found various articles in here through references in other sources, 

but didn’t do a systematic search of the index for Belle-related items (e.g. 
Mansfield, Mount Pleasant, Woman Suffrage) 

o Suggestion 2: W.I. Babb contributed some articles at some point – look through 
author’s index and see what comes up 

• The Palimpsest : vol. 1-76 (1920-1995) 
o Location: Green has vol. 19-76 (1939-1995) at F616. P2; vol. 1-18 are probably in 

State Historical Society of Iowa collection 
o Volumes 1-20 have a cumulative index (at Green); after that each volume has its 

own index 
o Suggestion: I found various articles in here through references in other sources 

but didn’t do a systematic search of the index for Belle-related items 
• Iowa Heritage Illustrated (formerly Palimpsest): vol. 77+ (1996+) 

o Location: Green has vol. 77-78 (1996-1997) at F616 .P2; the rest are probably in 
State Historical Society of Iowa collection 

o Each year has its own index 
o Suggestion: look through the index for Belle-related items 

• Iowa Journal of History and Politics 
o Try State Historical Society of Iowa collection 

• Local organization records (orgs Belle belonged to or was associated with in MP) I’m 
not sure where’d you find any primary materials since they weren’t in MP Public 
Library, Henry County Courthouse or Recorder’s Office (other than already 
indicated) and the State Historical Society of Iowa says they don’t have any, but 
maybe some information will turn up in indexes above, or at the State Historical 
Society of Iowa; for ME church records check the existing MP churches 
o Ladies’Reading Circle/Club (1872) 
o Ladies Lecture/Library Association (1872 or 1874) 
o Henry County Woman Suffrage Association (August 1870) 
o Iowa Woman Suffrage Association (June 1870) 
o Iowa Peace Society (June 1870) 
o Henry County Teachers’/Normal Institute (Aug. 1871) 
o White/Red/Blue Ribbon Club 
o Women’s Temperance League of Mount Pleasant (by 1875) 
o HC/MP Women’s Christian Temperance Union? (1880) 
o Women’s Foreign Missionary Society (M.E. Church) 
o Bluff Park Camp Meeting (M.E. Church) 
o Henry County Sabbath Day Association 
o Henry County Sabbath School Association 
o Main Street and Asbury M.E. Churches 
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Newspapers  
• In addition to the specific articles mentioned elsewhere, the following papers may 

reveal all kinds of good information on Belle and/or suffrage, etc. 
• Belle’s local papers 

o Mount Pleasant Journal - Republican newspaper, edited by Frank Hatton (later 
Postmaster and editor of Washington Post) 
§ I looked through 1869-1878 pretty thoroughly and printed a big huge stack of 

articles having to do with all kinds of Belle’s activities in MP during those 
years; I’ve copied the suffrage articles for the law library file, but anyone who 
wants the others should feel free to contact me 

§ The years before 1869 and after 1878 should yield lots of info (see cites in 
Haselmayer’s article for starting place) 

o Henry County Press/The Free Press – Democratic newspaper, edited by D.W. 
Robinson 
§ August 10, 1905 – Belle’s family visit to Mt. Pleasant 

o Mount Pleasant Daily News – this is the successor paper to the MPJ 
§ See cites in Haselmayer’s article for a starting place 
§ July 7, 1900 – family visit in Mt. Pleasant 
§ July 8, 1901 – family visit in Mt. Pleasant 
§ June 30, 1902 – family visit in Mt. Pleasant 
§ July 10, 1903 – no visit to Mt. Pleasant 
§ July 18, 1904 – family visit to Mt. Pleasant 

o Mount Pleasant Republican 
§ State Historical Society of Iowa doesn’t have this 

o Des Moines Register  
o Indianola papers 
o Greencastle Banner 
o Greencastle Herald 
o Putnam (County) Republican Banner 
o Indianapolis papers – one of the them contains an article by Belle c. 1900 by on 

suffrage (women’s status in Europe v. US)  
• Suffrage or pro-suffrage papers 

o Burlington Hawkeye - edited by staunch woman’s rights advocate Charles 
Beardsley from 1865-1874 
§ I found a few articles by reference to other sources, but didn’t look through it 

extensively 
o The Fort Dodge Republican, later The Northwestern - leading advocate of 

Republicanism, Temperance and Woman’s Suffrage in northwest IA under BF 
Gue from 1862/3-1872 or so 

o The Iowa Homestead – another paper run by B.F. Gue (I think in Des Moines) 
§ Known as leading paper of practical thought on public questions under Gue 

from 1872ish to long after 1880 
§ Editorial page was powerful factor in the discussion of social, education and 

economic questions 
o Buchanan County Bulletin – most ardent suffrage paper in the state from 1865-69, 

under John L. Loomis 
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o The Lily, Amelia Bloomer, ed. 
§ June 15, 1855 at 93 - “Editorial Correspondence,” on urging women to IA to 

take advantage of property laws in W. Iowa 
o Woman’s Standard - IWSA monthly magazine)  
§ The State Historical Society of Iowa only has 1886-1911 
§ It’s not in Stanford libraries 

o The Agitator – reports on AWSA (I think its an Iowa paper) 
o Woman’s Journal - the AWSA journal  
§ Established Jan. 1870 
§ As of November 1870 merged with Woman’s Advocate (Ohio paper) 

o The Revolution – the NWSA journal 
§ Green Library Media/Mtxt has 1868-72 in Papers of ECS and SBA - MFILM 

N.S. 10655 roll 1-3 
• Legal publications (these go back to 1870’s) 

o The Western Jurist – a monthly legal magazine published in Des Moines, includes 
lawyers from around the state 

o Nineteenth Iowa Reports 
o Iowa State Gazetteer 

  
Dead Ends 

 
Bar Admission 
• Law Student’s Helper, vol. 1-23 – 1890’s has articles on early women lawyers but I 

couldn’t find one on Belle 
o Law Library – PB LG PA 

• Women Lawyers Journal (1911 to present) – early years had stories on first woman 
lawyer of each state but I couldn’t find any on Belle 
o Law Library – PB WV XK 

• New York Tribune  – published unfavorable opinion on Belle’s admission sometime 
between June 15 and July 8, 1869 – I couldn’t find the article/blurb; might be worth 
another try 
o Green Library – microfiche 

• Chicago Legal News, February 9, 1876 – story about Belle’s admission (I didn’t find 
this on the roll) 

• The Independent – in “Home Town P.E.O.” Haselmayer says that this was MP’s 
nonparty paper, edited by C.L. Morehouse and that it sponsored the woman suffrage, 
peace and temperance movements, but neither the State Historical Society of Iowa 
nor the Mount Pleasant Public Library have it, and Sonia Moss can’t find any library 
that has it 

• Henry County Courthouse: 
o W.I. Babb’s Amble r & Babb Supreme Court cases (see above) are in the HC 

Courthouse in Mt. Pleasant, but they are so brittle and the script so illegible that 
they are almost impossible to use; I looked through them somewhat and didn’t see 
any reference to Belle having assisted on the cases 

o No will for Belle on file 
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• HC Recorders Office:  
o Very limited organizational records pertaining to Belle, just articles of Inc. for 

various Library Associations and M.E. Churches 
o Family History files contains an file for Mansfield, but it’s just a couple of letters 

from 1966 by a writer inquiring about Belle 
 
Suffrage and Women’s Rights 
• Iowa Women’s Archives Website (http://sdrc.lib.uiowa.edu/iwa) - University of Iowa 

Libraries 
o No files on Belle 
o BUT maybe see the Iowa Suffrage Memorial Commission Records, 1906-1941. 3 

linear inches - commemorates the efforts of pioneer suffragists and the 
enfranchisement of women 

• New York Independent, Theodore Tilton, ed. – Belle was supposedly writing for the 
paper in October 1870, but I couldn’t find anything that seemed to be by her around 
that time; it might be worth another look; the paper might also be of interest regarding 
Tilton’s stance on suffrage questions 
o Green Library - American Periodical Series on microfiche – set 2: 051.5 reels 

1429-32 
 

Archives 
 
Iowa Wesleyan College (http://chadwick.iwc.edu/chadwick/archives.htm) 
Main Address: 601 North Main Street, Mount Pleasant, Iowa 52641/1-800-582-2383 
Chadwick Library Archives: 107 West Broad Street/(319) 285-6317 (iwcarch@iwc.edu) 
Collection: 
 Loads of stuff on Belle and family members in archives 
 Has a special room in the library with some of Belle’s personal effects 
 Has local newspapers on microfilm, incl. Mount Pleasant Journal 
  Including July 1873-July 1874? 
 Has IWC and Henry County histories 
 The Iowa Classic (journal: 1870-75) 
 The Iowa Wesleyan (newspaper) 
 Faculty Minutes and Minutes of Board of Trustees 
 
Simpson College (http://www.simpson.edu) 
Dunn Library Archives, Director: (515) 961-1519 (viewing by appt only) 
 
DePauw University (http://www.depauw.edu/library/archives/inventories/archives.htm) 
Archives: (765) 658-4406 (archives@depauw.edu) 
  
Belle Mansfield File 
Series 5: Photographs – DC 2290 – Belle Mansfield Exhibit 
DePauw University Alumnal Register of 1900 (Belle’s article on History of DePauw) 
Mansfield, Be lle Aurelia, Reports to the Board of Trustees 1886-1898 (10 documents in 

DePauw Vault) 
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Student Accounts at Mansfield Hall 1890-1891 (in DePauw University Library Vault) 
Letter from Eugene C. McCoid, Mount Pleasant, Iowa to Worth Tippy, September 3, 

1952 (Archives) 
Smith, Elizabeth M. “The DePauw University Art School 1891-1915” (1956) (Archives) 
Alumni Directories – Belle contributed numerous biographies of professors from early 
days of Indiana Asbury 
 
Dr. John’s papers (correspondence, clippings, miscellaneous data) 
Faculty Minutes (complete from 1857; bi-monthly meetings after 1874) 
University Catalogues (1839+) 
Asbury Review (1866-68; 1873-76) 
[Asbury/DePauw] Monthly (1878-1888: literary, humor and news magazine; published 

faculty articles) 
Adz (1888-1890: biweekly literary and news mag) 
Bema (1890-1893: weekly newspaper) 
Record (1890-1893: weekly newspaper) 
DePauw Weekly (1893-1897: weekly, later bi-weekly, newspaper) 
Palladium (1897-1904: weekly, later bi-weekly, newspaper) 
The DePauw (1904-1907: weekly newspaper on campus news, a few articles) 
DePauw Daily (1907-1920: daily newspaper; women not involved until 1913) 
Mirror (1877 and 1884 yearbooks) 
Mirage (1886+: annual yearbook – none for 1891, 1894, 1897, 1900, 1902-03, 1908) 
Sombrero (1908 yearbook: dedicated to a woman, prof. Minna Kern) 
 
Mount Pleasant Public Library 
Address: 200 N. Main St, Mount Pleasant, IA/319-385-1490; Janie or others at Ref Desk 
Hours: M-Th: 10-8; F: 10-5:30; Sat: 10-5 
Collection:  

Henry County historical collection 
Local newspapers on microfilm: 
 Mount Pleasant Journal: after January 1894 until it becomes MP News 
 Mount Pleasant News 
 Henry County Free Press 
 Iowa Democrat/Freeman (Howe’s paper) 
P.E.O. Record complete volumes 
Family files on community members 
IWC and Henry County/Mount Pleasant histories and biographical albums 

 
Henry County Courthouse and Recorder’s Office, Mount Pleasant, IA 
Address: 100 E. Washington St, Box 176, Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641/319-385-2632 
Hours: M-F: 8-4:30 
Contact: 

Clerk is Susie Que-en (top floor) 
Judge Cynthia Danielson is very nice and helpful 
Bernie is the person to see at the Recorder’s Office 
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State Historical Society of Iowa (www.iowahistory.org) 
Address:  

Des Moines: 600 East Locust, Des Moines, IA 50319/515-281-6200 (Ellen 
Westafer is archivist: 515-281-3007) 

Iowa City: 402 Iowa Avenue, Iowa City, IA 52240-1806/319-335-3916 
Hours: Open 9am to 4:30 pm (Tues-Sat. – Sat by appt only before 12 prev. Fri.) 
Some interlibrary loan is available 
Collection: 

Arabella (Babb) Mansfield File in Manuscript Collection at Des Moines (one 
folder 8 pp.) 

Arabella (Babb) Mansfield, W.I. Babb and Alice Bird Babb portraits in AV 
Portrait Collection in Des Moines 

 Iowa Woman Suffrage collection 
 Newspapers on microfilm 

 Mount Pleasant Journal (in Des Moines office) 
Some from 1860’s 
July 1870 - June 1873 
July 1874 – April 1893 

MP Evening Journal (in Des Moines office) 
Dec. 1898 - Dec. 1899 
1910 - ? 

  Burlington Hawkeye (in Iowa City branch) 
 
Des Moines County Historical Society 
Address: 1616 Dill Street, Burlington, IA 52601/(319) 753-2449 
 
Henry County Historical Society  
Rt.1, Box 224, New London, IA 52645 (mailing address)/(319) 367-5157  
DISBANDED: spoke with Gwen Moore at above phone number (her home), former 
sec/treasurer, who said the materials have been distributed to other area libraries; she 
especially recommended Iowa Wesleyan and MP Public Library for Belle; also spoke 
with local historian Donald Young (got his contact info through Judge Danielson at the 
Henry County Courthouse) who said he thought the Mount Pleasant Public Library had 
thrown out a lot of old materials some years back – including perhaps HCWSA records - 
thinking no one was interested 
.  
Iowa Commission on the Status of Women/Iowa Women’s Hall of Fame 
http://www.state.ia.us/government/dhr/sw/iafame.html 
Address: Lucas State Office Building, Des Moines, IA  50319/515-281-4461 
Collection – see website 

“Arabella Mansfield,” Biographical Notes 
List of Iowa Women’s Hall of Fame Inductees 
They might have correspondence/application/nomination materials on Belle 

 
 
 


