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Mr. Chairman, &nd my brothers gnd sisters of the city of Memphis}l
and surrounding communities. First I want to say how happy I

am to s=e each of you tonight and to be in the city of Memphis

once more and to see your WaArt.e.eoees

do 1t in ten minutes, and I won't even r;ise my volice. Pirst

I'm here, and I think we'rs all here, d4n this auditorium tonight
in this church because of our indebtedness/ to James Meredith

for his curage, forhis bravery, and for his unswerving dedication
to the principles that we 811 hold dear. It was Relph Waldo
Emerson who said on one occesinn, "See how ths masses of men
werry themselves into nemeless graves, while here and there

a great unselfish soul gets himsAfl into immoriality.” James
Meredith has forgotten himself i;:;;a immortality. And I

think that the greatest tribute that we can pgy him as he lies

on his sickbed as a result of beigr shot yeste;day, is Yo go out
and work harder to remove the conditions from our society and

from the state of Mississippl that made it possible for him to be
shot. The szcond thing that I'd like to say to you tonight'is that
the mxbhk shooting of James Meredith in thes state of Missiszsippi

is 1ndidcative of the fact that w2 still have a long long way to go.
Now it's true that we've la2ft Egypi, but bafore we erive safely in
the premised lend, there are still prodigious hilitopa of oppositicn
and gigantic mountains of injustics and r4sistance before us.
And the plant of freadom hes only frown a bud, and not y=t &

flow=r, Tat-mms moeds srost grridac FAaunrA Troaaxdam it i hawra was
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YET MADE that stride into freedom, and s0 I come here
tonight to plead with you to support the moverent, to

glve 1t 21l of your energles, all of your resources and

al 1 of your dedicatlon. Freedom is not some lavish dish that
the ﬁhite man will pass out on a silver platter while the

Negro merely furnished the appetite. If we are going to

bll fres we are golng to have to suffer for that freedom,

we azz golng to have to sacrifice for it, we will have to

march the highways of this nations for it, and I am still
convinced that th2re 1s nothing more powerful to dramatize

an injustice then the tramp » tramp of marching feet. So

we've gotte march . We'we gotta march sll the way to Jackson
Mississippl, and I think everybody under th2 sound of my voice
should make that witness in some way. There's scmething each of
you can do. Maybe some Just cen't make the march but there's
soxething =2lse you dan do, and I say to you that if w= will do
it we will bs able to transform dark yesterdays intc bright
tomorrows. Now I have a strange philosopay. Alot of p=ople
fell 1t's strangz, but I still believe it, and I'm goin on in
balievin it. WElkave a ppwer. It isn't gone. And it isn't
bricks. Anybody throwin bricks against state troopers and
national guarsmen and p=opls with machine guns is not only

violent, but they're foolish. This isn't our salvation.
-[QOrE -
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We have another weapon, and God grant that we will forasver

use it. I've seen it work. I've seen it transform dark éié
definite situations. I rememder vhen we were in Birmingham and

I clos=2d. Bull Carher was a tzrrible man, énd he was always
heppy when some spectators who had not gone through the disciplOne
cf the movement and the non-violent aspect o f 1t threw breicks,
and engaged in acis of violenca, hw was alvays hepe smiling,
he was alsays happy bacause Bull Carter lmew hcw to handle
violence; he was an exp=art in that. He had maps of the heart

of violénce, but.I remember when we would get together at the
16th Street Baptist Church, and by the thousands we would march
out and Bull Carter would call ocut his police dogs and we would
walk before the violence of ths police dogs,‘just sayin &nt
nobody goin to turn w2 around. And then I remember he would

say, turn on the fire hoses, and they did turn them on with all
of their surging waters and we would still walk on through sll!
of thab water, just singin wok up this mornin with my mind
stayed on freedom. And then I watched him as he called the
paddy wagcons and said throvw em in and we got in there and ;omehcw
w2 could sing come by here my lordy come by here I wanta be free
my lordy I wenta be free! And then he would‘drive off &nd they
would teke us on down and they would pack us in jail like sardines
in a can. And then we would join hards in that jail ard begin

-mara-
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to sing We shall overcome we are not afraild We ars gonna

b2 free. &nd I regember that day when all the Jjalls were

full. We had filled up the Bessemer Jail, we had filled up

the Fairfield jail, we_had filled up the cify Jail, w2 had
fill=d up the county jail, we had filled up the fairgrounds,
and w2 went downtown 5,000 strong marchipg all over Brimingham.

Aré Bul} Carter smid put em in Jjail....



