Letter from Birmingham Jail: Evaluating Newspaper Articles

The objective of this activity is to examine different newspaper articles written about the events in
Birmingham in the spring of 1963. Your goal is to identify various perspectives, evaluate the

reporter’s bias and to pinpoint any misinformation.
Directions: Read each of the articles and fill in the chart.

500 are Arrested in Negro Protest at Birmingham
New York Times, May 3, 1963

List the Facts in the Article What is the opinion of the
reporter about the event?

What important information
does this article exclude?

Birmingham Police Clash with 1,000
Los Angeles Times, May 5, 1963

List the Facts in the Article What is the opinion of the
reporter about the event?

What important information
does this article exclude?







