2000 Chicago Open

Tossups by Vishnu Jejjala, Ken LaSala, Michael Starsinic, and Marc Swisdak

1. It is dominated by images of water and even quotes Maupassant's "On the Water."  The opening scene, a play within a play, is written with the intention of challenging the conventions of the theater to which the character Arkadina subscribes.  Everyone suffers from unrequited love:  Dorn for Masha's mother, Masha for Konstantin, and Konstantin for Nina, who moves to Moscow to act.  After killing the titular figure, Treplyev promises to kill himself, which he does in the final act as the corpse, now stuffed, returns to the stage.  FTP, name this 1895 play by Anton Chekhov. 


Answer: The Seagull or The Gull
2. One of his more dubious accomplishments was the introduction of camels into the Western U.S. territories.  His marriage to Zachary Taylor's daughter Sarah ended when she died three months after their wedding.  He had a brilliant military career, especially in leading the "Mississippi Rifles" during the battle of Buena Vista, and expected to be given command of the Armies of the Confederacy upon secession.  Imprisoned at Fortress Monroe after the war, he was released on a bond of $100,000 signed by Horace Greeley.  FTP, name this man whose 1881 memoirs described The Rise and Fall of the Confederate Government of which he was the President.

 
Answer: Jefferson Davis
3. Inert in ether, nitriles react with them to form, after hydrolysis, ketones. They strongly react with carbonyl bonds, so with carbon dioxide they form carboxylic acids while reactions with ketones and aldehydes make alcohols. Because they are so unstable, they are generally added to an alkyl halide, often methyl iodide, with magnesium metal in a completely dry solvent. FTP, identify these organic compounds named for their French discoverer.

Answer: Grignard reagents 

4. Today the Salon de Reinos serves as an Army Museum. The Cason del Buen Retiro was incorporated into the institution in 1971, and the Villahermosa Palace was added in 1985. It displays such paintings as Poussin's Parnassus and Rembrandt's Artemisia. Titian's Bacchanal and The Emperor Charles V at Muhlberg were among its original holdings, and The Drunkards, The Tapestry-Weavers, and Las Meninas belong to its Velazquez collection. The Villanueva building houses the main collection of, FTP, which Madrid museum? 

Answer: Museo del Prado 

5. It includes literary sections like "The Art of Bookmaking," "The Mutability of Literature," and "English Writers on America."  After "The Author's Account of Himself" and "The Voyage" overseas, the narrator meets Mr. Roscoe and tells a story of a faithful wife before getting to the first famous tale, one of the posthumous writings of Diedrich Knickerbocker.  FTP, identify this collection, which first appeared in 1819, which includes "The Spectre Bridegroom," "Rip van Winkle," and "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow," a work attributed to Geoffrey Crayon but written by Washington Irving.

Answer: The Sketch Book of Geoffrey Crayon, Gent.

6. Despite Innocent III's annulment, it was re-issued three times in the following decade.  Traditionally divided into 63 clauses, Sir Edward Coke used its statement supporting trial by jury to limit royal prerogatives 400 years after its issuance.  Recently, the Perot Foundation has loaned a copy of it to the National Archives.  FTP identify this document based on the Articles of the Barons that was given on the fifteenth day of June in a meadow called Runnymede, in the seventeenth year of the reign of King John.

 
Answer: Magna Carta or Great Charter
7. The world’s source of this substance is Gracilaria and its sister organisms. Lina Hesse suggested its use to her husband, who was working in the research laboratory of Robert Koch. Often infused with such substances as malt, potato dextrose, or sheep's blood, it is extracted from several genera of red seaweed. A neutral polymer of galactose, after dissolving in boiling water it becomes gelatinous as it cools. FTP, name this substance that Koch first demonstrated could be used to grow microorganisms. 

Answer: agar or agarose 

8. The first section features three men sitting on thrones one above the other answering questions posed to them by the beggar Gangleri, who is actually Gylfi, king of Sweden, in disguise.  They discuss the beginning and end of the world, mirroring the Voluspa.  The second section, the Skaldspaparmal, begins as a dialogue between the gods Aegir and Bragi, and gives a long list of kennings.  The third section, the Hattatal, discusses various meters in skaldic poetry.  FTP name this important collection of Scandinavian myths, written in the 13th century by Snorri Sturluson. 

Answer: Younger Edda or Prose Edda or Snorra Edda
9. It was first published with the scherzo second and the andante third, but those sections are usually reversed in performance. The coda of the first movement rises triumphantly to an A major statement of the "Alma" theme, but the symphony is bleakly pessimistic. The voluminous finale presents "the hero on whom falls three blows of fate, the last of which fells him as a tree is felled." The composer interpreted the hammer blows as foretelling his resignation from the Vienna Opera, the death of his daughter Maria, and the diagnosis of a fatal heart condition, which he attempted to avert by deleting the last blow from the score. FTP, name this symphony first performed under Gustav Mahler's baton in 1906. 

Answer: Symphony No. 6 in A minor or Tragic
10. He dabbled in art history by analyzing the works of Magritte in This is Not a Pipe.  His 1966 work subtitled "An archaeology of the human sciences" bizarrely became a French best-seller.  He examined discontinuities in the history of systems of thought in The Origin of Things and examined ancient attitudes toward the body in the trilogy known as the History of Sexuality.  FTP, name this French author of Madness and Civilization and Discipline and Punish.

Answer: Michel (Paul) Foucault
11. When one of his advisors became squeamish during a dissection, he made him hold the suture with his teeth.  He used the streltsy revolt as an excuse to force his first wife Eudoxia and his half-sister Sophia into convents.  He convicted the eldest of his eleven children of high treason and had him secretly executed in 1718.  He would sometimes beat his advisors, including his friend Prince Menshikov, with a stick.  He consolidated his nation's power against the Turks at Azov and built a showpiece city as his capital in 1703.  FTP, name this Russian czar, who ruled from 1682 to 1725.

 
Answer: Peter the Great or Peter I
12. A general formula for it was proposed by Fermi in 1934 and improved upon later by Sudarshan, Marshak, Gell-Mann, and Feynman. It acts in a universal way for many different types of particles, and its strength is nearly equal for all particles. Neutrinos are exclusively sensitive to this interaction. Left-handed particles transform as doublets while right-handed particles are singlets of the group SU(2). Short-range interactions are mediated by a set of massive vector bosons. FTP, identify this fundamental force that unifies with electromagnetism in a model proposed independently by Glashow, Weinberg, and Salam. 

Answer: weak interaction 

13. Berengarius of Tours was forced to recant his opposition to it in 1055. Although Radbert Paschasius enunciated the doctrine in De Corpore et Sanguine Domini, its current name was first employed by Hildebert of Lavardin.  Citing the sixth chapter of John, the Council of Trent accepted and confirmed the term's aptitude.  Paul VI's encyclical Mysterium fidei notes that it incorporates the doctrine of Real Presence from the moment of consecration, not, as Luther had claimed, upon consumption.  FTP, name this Catholic doctrine whereby the Eucharist becomes Christ's body and blood.

 
Answer: transubstantiation
14. Next year this sport’s World Cup will be played in High Wycombe, England, while the World Championship will be held in Perth, Australia. Two of this sport's stars, twins Paul and Gary Gait, now play for the Pittsburgh team. Men's teams have ten players per side, including three midfielders--the position Jim Brown played--who sometimes use long sticks. The current collegiate champions, the Syracuse men and Maryland women, have a long tradition in the sport. FTP, identify this sport invented by Native Americans 

Answer: lacrosse 

15. He would be nursed back to health late in life by his lover, Theodore Watts-Dunton, under whose care he wrote a verse tragedy, Marino Faliero. His trilogy of dramas based on Mary, Queen of Scots – Chastelard, Bothwell, and Mary Stuart – were less well known than the poetry collections Songs before Sunrise and Poems and Ballads. These collections included such famous poems as “The Garden of Proserpine,” “Laus Veneris,” and “Dolores.” FTP, identify this author of the elegy “Ave Atque Vale” and the verse drama Atalanta in Calydon, who was attacked by Punch magazine as being “born of a swine.”

Answer: Algernon Charles Swinburne
16. Code-named Operation Zapata, it began on April 17th.  Two days before it started, Radio Swan increased propaganda broadcasts and, in its only air support, a few planes were bombed.  Afterwards, Eleanor Roosevelt led the Tractors for Freedom committee's ransom attempt, and the CIA's Pearr Cabell and Allen Dulles were fired.  FTP name this 1961 landing at Bahia de Cochinos which didn't overthrow Fidel Castro. 

Answer: Bay of Pigs invasion (accept Bahia de Cochinos before it's mentioned)

17. The n = 1 case is trivial; the n = 2 case is classical; the n = 4 case won Freedman the Fields Medal; the n > 4 cases were proved by Zeeman, Stallings, and Smale. The n = 3 case, however, remains an open problem. The conjecture, proposed in 1904, states that every simply connected 3-manifold is homeomorphic to the 3-sphere. The Clay Mathematics Institute has offered a one million dollar prize for a proof of this statement. FTP, identify this unsolved problem of algebraic topology named for the Frenchman who proposed it. 

Answer: Poincare Conjecture 

18. In the 18th and 19th centuries, Badagri and Ouidah were major ports on this bay. Between 1711 and 1810, about one million people, mostly from the Yoruba ethnic group, were captured and sold as slaves, which gave the area the name "Slave Coast." Today, major ports are Accra, Lome, Porto-Noveo, and Lagos. FTP, name this 450 mile long West African bay, which forms the western part of the Gulf of Guinea and extends from the mouth of the Volta to the mouth of the Niger River. 

Answer: Bight of Benin 

19. In 1849 he served as the President of the National Assembly and as Foreign Minister.  He believed that public opinion tended toward tyranny, which may have been confirmed by Napoleon III's 1851 coup, after which he retired to his estate to write the first volume of The Old Regime and the Revolution.  With Gustave de Beaumont, he made an 1831 tour of the United States to study its penal system that produced a work of political theory and commentary that developed the importance of the principle of "self-interest rightly understood."  FTP name this author of Democracy in America. 


Answer: Alexis de Tocqueville
20. Its name comes from the Arabic Al Nasr al Waki, or "The Swooping Eagle," and it was the first star to be photographed, on the night of 16 July 1850. To the Chinese, it is the Weaving Girl, who is separated from the Herd Boy, Altair, by the vast Milky Way. Because the Sun is moving in its general direction, it is also sometimes called the "Apex of the Sun's Way." This blue star is about 27 light years distant, and 12,000 years ago it was a mere four degrees from the North Pole. FTP, identify the brightest star in the Summer Triangle, found in the constellation Lyra and sharing its name with a claw-bearing villain in Streetfighter 2. 

Answer: Vega 

21. Looked upon by the houses of Rohan, Luxemburg, and Sassenaye as their ancestor and founder, she marries Raymond, Count of Lusignan, and makes her husband swear never to visit her on Saturday.  Having enclosed her father in a high mountain for offending her mother, she is condemned to become a serpent from the waist downward every Saturday.  The Count breaks his vow and hides himself on one of the forbidden days, and he sees his wife's transformation.  She is obliged to leave him and wander as a specter until the day of doom.  Such is, FTP, the fate of which fay from French romance often paired with her lover Pelleas? 


Answer: Melusina or Melisande
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1. Answer the following questions about efforts to reform the campaign finance system for the stated number of points. 

A. For 5 points, This President passed the first campaign finance legislation in 1907, which banned direct corporate donations in federal elections. 

Answer: Theodore Roosevelt 

2. For 10 points, This 1947 law banned direct union contributions in federal elections. 

Answer: Taft-Hartley Act or Labor-Management Relations Act of 1947 

3. For 15 points, This 1976 Supreme Court decision struck down spending limits in campaigns, arguing that they violated the First Amendment `free speech' clause. 

Answer: Buckley v. Valeo 

2. Answer the following relating to mathematics FTP each. 

A. Consider a set and a binary operation on elements of that set which together satisfy the properties of closure and associativity. If, in addition, the set contains an identity element and every element has an inverse under the binary operation, what is the set called? 

Answer: group 

B. Suppose the product g times h equals the product h times g for any two elements g and h in a multiplicative group. What name is given to such a group in which the multiplication of group elements commutes? 

Answer: Abelian 

C. What name is given to a differentiable manifold obeying group properties in which the group operations are continuous? 

Answer: Lie group 

3. Identify the following Australian authors on a 10-5 basis. 

A. 10: He was short-listed for the Booker Prize for The Chant of Jimmie Blacksmith, Gossip from the Forest, and Confederates. 

5: He won the Booker for Schindler's Ark. 


Answer: Thomas Keneally 

B. 10: His major novels include Riders in the Chariot. 

5: This Aussie is probably best known for his novels Voss and The Tree of Man. 

Answer: Patrick White 

C. 10: His books include The Man from Snowy River and Rio Grande's Last Race.

5: His collection Saltbush Bill, J. P., and Other Verses includes the famous "Waltzing Matilda."

Answer: Andrew "Banjo" Paterson
4. American Movie Classics recently ran a film festival on the movies of Alfred Hitchcock. Answer the following questions about the films of the “Master of Suspense” FTP each. 

A. This 1948 film was Hitchcock's first color film. It was shot in twelve continuous takes and is based on the Leopold and Loeb case. 

Answer: Rope 

B. Tallulah Bankhead caught pneumonia twice when Hitchcock shot this 1944 adaptation of a John Steinbeck novel. The director can be seen in a newspaper ad. 

Answer: Lifeboat 

C. Vera Miles was originally supposed to play the female lead in this 1958 movie with James Stewart. Unfortunately, she got pregnant, and was unable to star in this movie, which is considered “Hitchcock's most personal movie.”

Answer: Vertigo
5. Identify these Revolutionary War battles FTP each.  Here's a hint: they were all successes for the British. 

A. On September 11, 1777, Washington's army was unable to stop the British advance towards Philadelphia at this site southwest of the city. To save you some guessing I’ll tell you that it’s the one that’s not Germantown.


Answer: Brandywine Creek 

B. On June 18, 1778, Howe's army, withdrawing from Philadelphia to New York in a long, vulnerable column in New Jersey, was attacked by Washington.  Charles Lee disobeyed Washington's order to attack and instead retreated, allowing the British to make it back to New York. 


Answer: Monmouth Court House 

C. On August 16, 1780, Horatio Gates' army was routed by Cornwallis at this South Carolina site. 


Answer: Camden
6. Identify these literary terms, FTP each.

A. This word comes from the Welsh for "session" and refers to an assembly of bards, such as the famous one held at Carmarthen in 1451 to formalize the meters of Welsh poetry.

Answer: eisteddfod
B. This is a excessively elaborate and artificial style of literature whose name derives from a character in a prose romance by John Lyly.

Answer: euphuism
C. It derives from the Greek for "on the bridal chamber" and refers to any poem written for a marriage.  A famous one was written by Spenser for his marriage to Elizabeth Boyle.

Answer: epithalamium or epithalamion
7. Answer the following about mitochondria for the stated number of points. 

A. For 5 points, A primary function of mitochondria is the production of this energy-rich compound via the Krebs cycle. 

Answer: ATP or adenosine triphosphate 

B. For 10 points, To raise reaction rates, the inner membranes of ATP-producing mitochondria have large surface areas due to the presence of these folds. 

Answer: cristae 

C. For 10 points, This is the most active and largest protein in the mitochondrial membrane.


Answer: porin
D. For 5 points, Mitochondria are structurally similar to these plant organelles and, like them, possess their own genetic instructions. 

Answer: chloroplasts

8. Name the following Argonauts for the stated number of points. 

A. For 10 points, The disappearance of which squire prompted Heracles to abandon the company? 


Answer: Hylas  

B. For 10 points for either one, These sons of Boreas rescued Phineus from the Harpies.   


Answer: Calais or Zetes  

C. For 5 points, This twin killed Amycus in a boxing contest. 


Answer: Pollux or Polydeuces  

B. For 5 points, He was killed when the prow of the Argo toppled onto him. 


Answer: Jason  

9. Identify these Fauvist painters from works FTP each. 

A. After working with George Braque, this Fauvist exhibited Cubist tendencies. Some of his Fauvist paintings include Chateau and Horses and series of both Nice and Deauville.


Answer: Raoul Dufy
B. Considered the founder of the Fauvists, this man is best-known for such works as The Joy of Life and The Red Room.


Answer: Henri Matisse
C. Along with Maurice Vlaminck this man played second fiddle to Matisse amongst the Fauvists. His best-known works are probably The Pool of London and The Turning Road, L’Estaque.


Answer: Andre Derain
10. Identify these characters from Lolita FTP each. 

A. This American dramatist wrote such plays as Little Nymph and The Lady Who Loved Lightning.  His frequent collaborator Vivian Darkbloom wrote the biographical memoir My Cue about this abductor of darling Lolita. 


Answer: Clare Quilty  

B. Dolly informs Humbert Humbert by letter that she has married this man, who is promised a big job in Alaska. 


Answer: Richard F. Schiller or Dick  

C. In the preface to Lolita, he informs the reader that `Mrs. Richard F. Schiller' died in childbed, giving birth to a stillborn girl, on Christmas Day 1952. 


Answer: John Ray Jr., Ph.D.

11. Identify these K-initialed world leaders from history from brief descriptions FTP each. 

A. After the ouster of Khruschev in 1964, he became premier of the Soviet Union, a post he held until shortly before his death in 1980. 


Answer: Alexei Kosygin 

B. Leader of the independence movement in Hungary during the Revolution of 1848, he fled into exile the next year, but was well-received in England, the U.S., and European nationalist circles. 


Answer: Lajos Kossuth 

C. The first king of both Scots and Picts, he is generally considered the first king of Scotland.  He reigned from 842 to 858. 


Answer: Kenneth I MacAlpin

12. Answer these questions about the Earth's magnetic field for the stated number of points. 

A. Note the following astronomical bodies: Earth, Jupiter, Mercury, the Moon. Place them in order from weakest to strongest magnetic field. You will get 5 points for any three you place in order and 10 points for all four.  

Answer: Moon, Mercury, Earth, Jupiter 

B. For 10 points, The main component of the Earth's field is dipolar and hence its strength varies as what power of the distance?

Answer: -3 or inverse cube or equivalents 

C. For 10 points, Fluid motions of the conducting magma in the Earth's core produce its magnetic field. What six-letter word names this mechanism for converting movement into magnetic field? 

Answer: dynamo
13. Answer the following questions about Abraham FTP each.  

A. Name the Chaldean city that Abraham's family came from. 


Answer: Ur 

B. Name the mother of Ishmael, Abraham's first son. 


Answer: Hagar 

C. After Sarah died, Abraham married this woman, who bore him Zimran, Medan, and others. 



Answer: Keturah
14. Identify the following characters from American folklore for the stated number of points. 

A. For 5 points, He died `with a hammer in his hand' after narrowly winning a steel-driving contest against a steam drill. 


Answer: John Henry 

B. For 10 points, Plying his trade on the Ohio and Mississippi, he was the `king of the keelboatmen.' 


Answer: Mike Fink 

C. For 15 points, His initials, A.B.S., were co-opted for the phrase `able-bodied sailor,' and this New Englander is said to have whitened the cliffs of Dover by soaping his ships so they could pass through. 


Answer: Alfred Bulltop Stormalong
15. Identify these World War I poems from lines FTP each or authors for 5.

A. 10: “That night your great guns, unawares, / Shook all our coffins as we lay, / And broke the chancel window-squares; / We thought it was the Judgement-day”

5: Thomas Hardy

Answer: Channel Firing
B. 10: “What passing-bells for these who die as cattle? / --Only the monstrous anger of guns. / Only the stuttering rifles’ rapid rattle / Can patter out their hasty orisons.”

 5: Wilfred Owen

Answer: Anthem for Doomed Youth
C. 10: “Bent double, like old beggars under sacks, / Knock-kneed, coughing like hags, we cursed through the sludge, / Till on the haunting flares we turned our backs / And towards our distant rest began to trudge.”

5: Wilfred Owen

Answer: Dulce Et Decorum Est
16. Answer the following about Ethiopia during the 19th century for the stated number of points.  

A. For 5 points, This battle was the greatest defeat inflicted on a European army by an African one since the time of Hannibal, and ensured Ethiopia's independence. 


Answer: Adowa or Adwa 

2.  For 10 if exact and 5 if within five, in what year did the battle of Adowa occur? 



Answer: 1896 (accept 1891-1901 for 5) 

3.  For 5 points for one or 15 for both, Name the opposing commanders at Adowa, one the Ethiopian emperor, the other an Italian general and colonial governor.


Answer: Menelik II and Oreste Baratieri
17. Identify the following related to muscles FTP each.

A. Abbreviated GTO, it is a tension receptor located in a series with skeletal muscle.

Answer: Golgi tendon organ
B. It is a small bundle of muscle fibers

Answer: fasciculi
C. These are muscle groups that increase the angle at a joint.

Answer: extensors

18. Identify these works left incomplete at their composer's death FTP each. 

A. The mystery and horror of death permeates the three finished movements. The Scherzo features a frightening pizzicato dialogue between first violins and cellos and 41 bars of uninterrupted pedal-point on C sharp. The Adagio quotes Parsifal and employs Wagner tubas. 

Answer: Anton Bruckner's Symphony No. 9 in D minor (need name and number)

B. The composer’s pupil Sussmayr completed this work. More recent editions have been offered by music scholars Maunder and Robbins Landon. It was completed in 1791


Answer: Mozart’s Requiem 

C. Upon the composer, Alban Berg’s death, his widow Helene asked Schoenberg and Webern to finish it but both declined. The title character of this opera is killed by Jack the Ripper. 

Answer: Lulu 

19. FTP each, answer the following about Mayan civilization. 

A. The ball game pok-ta-pok was played on this court, a common feature in Mayan ruins. 


Answer: tlachtli 

B. Now found in Mexico's Yucatan state, this city includes a tlachtli court, the Temple of Jaguars, and the Castillo, or great pyramid. 


Answer: Chichen Itza 

3. The Sacred Well of Chichen Itza was traditionally regarded as the grave of sacrifices to the rain god.  Name either the American who dredged it in the 1920s to prove the theory or the wells themselves, actually sinkholes, which were also the city's water source. 


Answer: Edward Thompson or cenote
20. Answer the following questions about the Greek play Hecuba FTP each.

A. Hecuba is forced to sacrifice her daughter, Polyxena, to appease the shade of what Greek warrior, who also killed her son Hector?

Answer: Achilles 

B. Name Hecuba's son who is killed by the King of Thrace after the fall of Troy. 

Answer: Polydorous 

C. Name the Thracian king who Hecuba blinds and whose sons she kills in revenge for Polydorous' death. 


Answer: Polymestor
21. Now that it's political convention time, let's see how much you know about past conventions.  Answer the questions about these summer snoozers for the stated number of points. 

A. For 5 points, Which governor gave an excruciatingly long nomination speech at the 1988 Democratic convention that made him a target for Johnny Carson's late night jokes? 


Answer: Bill Clinton 

B. For 10 points, Theodore Roosevelt accused this Ohio king maker of selling William McKinley `as if he were patent medicine' in the 1896 Republican convention. 


Answer: William Hanna 

C. For 15 points, James Garfield gave such a great speech on behalf of this Ohio Senator in 1880 that he actually walked away with the nomination. 


Answer: John Sherman
