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�
� The best dissertation is a done dissertation. 
 
And to the perfectionist in all of us, a seeming 
contradiction to the above:  
 

� There are two kinds of work: published and
unpublished.  Nothing is ever finished. 
 
� To the guilt-ridden procrastinator, for the purpose of 
regaining inner peace:  
 
� If you leave it to the last minute, it only takes a 
minute. 
 
� To thesis and prospectus writers, remember:  
It is only a lot of writing if you do it. 
 
� Inside every big fat thesis there is a small elegant 
thesis struggling to escape.  
 
� The average Ph.D. thesis is nothing but the 
transference of bones from one graveyard to another. 
 
� For the public sociologists—those who value 
dialogue with the layman: 
 

Sociologists do it with groups. 
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� Embarrassed parent of an ill-conceived thesis. 
 
� Support sociologists: Stop being so damn�
unpredictable! 
 
And the secret we never let out to graduate 
applicants or my proud parents in China: 
 
� A Ph.D. means you've learned more and more 
about less and less until you know everything there 
is to know about nothing. 
 
Finally, when your theory disagrees with your 
numbers, take consolation from this proverb: 
 
� There's no such thing as a stupid theory, only 
stupid results. 
 
Of course, you can also choose to be romantic 
about it: 
 

�  It is better to have loved and lost (your theory), 
than never to have lost at all. 
 
� Better yet, why not just see it as what it is—a pure 
accident: 
 
My karma ran over my dogma. 
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