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For your students, celebrating this day is a source of rare and pure
joy. The only way we can be adequate to this occasion is to |let the gratitude
that we owe you become the fundanental nood suffusing everything from
begi nning to end.

In keeping with a beautiful tradition, today on this celebratory
occasion we offer you as our gift this slender volume of a few short essays.
In no way could this ever be an adequate return for all that you, our teacher
have | avi shed upon us, and awakened and nourished in us.

In the coming days many will try to survey your work in philosophy and
to evaluate its inpact and effect on various scales. In so doing, they wll
bring to mind many things that we should not forget. However, that way of
parceling out a person's intellectual inpact and of cal culating the influence
of his witings fails to grasp the essential matter for which we owe you our
t hanks.

That essential elenent will not be found by considering how fruitfu
your teaching career has been. Surely such effectiveness will continue to be
the prerogative and good fortune of every professor as |long as Gernman
uni versity escapes the doom of getting turned into a m nd-nunbing trade
school .

No, the essence of your |eadership consists in sonething else, nanely
that the content and style of your questioning i mediately forces each of us
into an intense, critical dialogue, and it demands that we always be ready to
reverse or even abandon our position.

There is no guarantee, of course, that any of us will find our way to
the one thing that, so unpretentously, your work sought to |ead ys to: that
rel easenent in which one is seasoned and ready for the probl ens.

So too the works we present to you are nere witnesses to the fact that
we wanted to follow your guidance, not proof that we succeeded in beconing
your di sci pl es.

But there is one thing we will retain as a | asting possession: Each of
us who had the privilege of followi ng in your footsteps was confronted by you,
our esteened teacher, with the option either of becom ng the steward of
essential matters or of working against them

On this celebratory occasion, as we view your philosophical existence in
this light, we also acquire secure points of reference for giving a true
assessnent of the value of your work in philosophy.

Does it consist in the fact that sonme decades ago a new novenent emnerged
i n phil osophy and gai ned i nfluence anong the then-dom nant trends? Or that a
new nmet hod was added to the |list of previous ones? Or that |ong-forgotten
probl em areas got reworked?
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Is it sinply that the space then avail able for philosophical inquiry
grew wi der and nore conplex? |Is it not, rather, first and forenost that your
research created a whol e new space for phil osophical inquiry, a space with new
clainms, different evaluations, and a fresh regard for the hidden powers of the
great tradition of Western phil osophy?

Yes, precisely that. The decisive el enent of your work has not been this
or that answer to this or that question but rather this breakthrough into a
new di mensi on of phil osophi zi ng.

However, this breakthrough consists in nothing | ess than radicalizing
the way we do phil osophy, bending it back onto the hidden path of its
authentic historical happening as this is manifested in the inner conmmuni on of
the great thinkers.

Phi | osophy, then, is not a doctrine, not sonme sinplistic schene for
orienting oneself in the world, certainly not an instrument or achievenent of
human Dasein. Rather, it is this Dasein itself insofar as it comes to be, in
freedom fromout of its own ground.

VWoever, by stint of research, arrives at this self-understandi ng of
phil osophy is granted the basic experience of all philosophizing, nanely that
the nore fully and orginally research conmes into its own, the nore surely is
it "nothing but" the transformation of the same few sinple questions.

But those who wish to transform nust bear within thensel ves the power of
a fidelity that knows how to preserve. And one cannot feel this power grow ng
within unless one is up in wonder. And no one can be caught up in wonder
Wi thout travelling to the outernost limts of the possible.

But no one will ever beconme the friend of the possible w thout remining
open to dialogue with the powers that operate in the whole of human exi stence.
But that is the conportnent of the philosopher: to listen attentively to what
is already sung forth, which can still be perceived in each essentia
happeni ng of worl d.

And in such conportnent the phil osopher enters the core of what is truly
at stake in the task he has been given to do.

Pl ato knew of that and spoke of it in his Seventh Letter

__ht_ng_ o_dan® _stin, _V_lla nma'_mata, _Il_ __ poll_V
sunous_aVgignomnhVp___t_p__gm a_t_ _a_to_ suz_n
_Xa__nhV, o_on _p_ pu__Vphd_santoV _xa_'_n _®& _nt_yuc_
gn_mnon a_t_ _aut_ _dh t____i. (Seventh Letter, 34lc)

“I'n no way can it be uttered, as can other things, which one can | earn
Rat her, fromout of a full, co-existential dwelling with the thing
itself -- as when a spark, leaping fromthe fire, flares into light --
so it happens, suddenly, in the soul, there to grow, alone with itself."

“The words "comes into its own" translate "sich...ins Werk setzt,"” which in
turn refer to _nt_| _c_ia / _h__g.la, that is, the act of being gathered into
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wird.



