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Courses given in Public Policy Program have the subject code
PUBLPOL. For acompletelist of subject codes, see Appendix.

The undergraduate Public Policy curriculum is intended to expose
studentsto the basic concepts and tools used in evaluating public policy
options and outcomes, and to prepare students for entry-level positions
in organizations concerned with such analysis. Although the concepts
and tools are of wider applicability, the institutional context is chiefly
American. Economics and quantitative analyses are central to but not
sufficient for modern public policy analysis; political science, law, phi-
losophy, organizational behavior, and cognitive psychology are among
other necessary disciplinary perspectives. Political philosophy and ethics
form the foundations of public policy. Palitical science offersinsights
to the decision making process and information needs of a democracy.
Organi zational behavior focusesonthedecisionsmadeoutsidethemarket
environment in hierarchies, bureaucracies, and teams. Nearly all public
policy isformulated as law, and economic analysis of legal rules and
institutionsiskey to effectiveimplementation of policy decisions.

UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS
BACHELOR OF ARTS

The core courses in the Public Policy Program develop the skills
necessary to assess the performance of aternative approachesto policy
implementation, eval uate the effectiveness of policies, understand the
political constraints faced by policy makers, and appreciate the conflicts
infundamental human valuesthat often animate the policy debate. After
completing the core, students apply these skills by focusing their stud-
iesin one of several areas of concentration. The areas of concentration
address specific fields of public policy, types of institutions, or a deeper
development of the tools of policy analysis. Students design their own
concentrationswith the help of their academic advisersand the approval
of the program director. Students must submit alist of their proposed
concentration coursework and abrief written defense of its coherencein
advance of taking concentration courses. Areas of concentration are not
declared on Axess; they do not appear on the transcript or diploma.

Recent areas of concentrationinclude:

Advanced Methods of Policy Analysis

Design of Public Institutions

Development and Growth Policies

Education

Environment, Resources, and Population

Health Care

International Policies

Law and theLegal System

Social Policy: Discrimination, Crime, Poverty

Completion of the program in Public Policy requires 87 units of
coursework.

1. Prerequisite courses, 44 units: POLISCI 2; ECON 1A, 1B, 50, 51,
102A, 102B; MATH 51; and M S& E 180. ECON 50 and 51 must be
taken for aletter grade. A maximum of 10 units of the other prere-
quisite courses may betaken credit/no credit.

2. Corecourses: a 25-unit sequence of 5-unit PUBLPOL courses (101,
102, 103A, B, or C, 104, and 106), whi ch studentsshould planto com-
pleteby theend of junior year. All core coursesmust be completed for
aletter grade.

3. Concentration: majorsmust completeat |east 15 unitsof coursework
in aconcentration. The post-core course work must be approved by
aconcentration adviser and the director. Concentration course work
must be completed for aletter grade.

4. Seniorsarerequired to participate in one quarter (at least 3 units) of
the Senior Seminar (PUBLPOL 200A, B, or C). Mgjors aso must
submit at least one research paper during the senior year and present
it during the Senior Seminar. The senior paper may be aterm paper
or report for either the senior seminar or another course, or an honors
thesis. PUBL POL 200B (Winter Quarter) isorganized asapracticum
inwhichsmall studentteamsanalyzereal world policy problemsfaced
by Bay Areaagenciesand produce areport for use by theclient. The
senior seminar must be completed for aletter grade.
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5. Students must complete the Public Policy core, concentration area
courses and the senior seminar with a grade point average (GPA) of
2.3 (C+) or higher.

6. Itisrecommendedthat themajor bedeclared by theend of sophomore
year but no later than the end of Autumn Quarter of the junior year.
Application forms are available in the Public Policy Program office
and ontheweb site.

The Public Policy Program encourages studentsto attend Stanford in
Washingtonandto partici pateinappropriate Stanfordinternship programs,
especially those avail able through the Haas Center for Public Service.

MINORS

The Public Policy Program offersaminor that isintended to provide
studentswithinterdisciplinary traininginappliedsocial sciences. Students
who pursuetheminor arerequiredtotakethecourseslisted below for atotal
of 35 unitsin Public Policy and its supporting disciplinary departments.
Because University rules prohibit double-counting courses, the require-
ments for aminor differ according to the student’s major requirements.
All coursesfor the minor must be completed for aletter grade.

For studentswhose major department or program requiresno courses
in economics and political science, the requirementsfor aPublic Policy
minor are:

Subject and Catal og Number Units
ECON 1A,B, 50, 51 20
POLISCI 2 5
PUBLPOL 101 5
PUBLPOL 104 5

For studentswho are Economicsmaj orsor who satisfy amajor require-
ment by taking ECON 50, but have taken no coursesin political science,
therequirementsfor aPublic Policy minor are:
ECON 51
POLISCI 2
PUBLPOL 101
PUBLPOL 102
PUBLPOL 103AorBor C
PUBLPOL 104
PUBLPOL 106

For studentswho are Political Science majors or who satisfy amajor
reguirement by taking POLISCI 2 but no courses in Economics, the
requirementsfor aPublic Policy minor are:

oo aoa

ECON 1A,B, 50, 51, 102A 25
PUBLPOL 104 5
PUBLPOL 106 5

For Sociology majors, therequirementsfor aPublic Policy minor are:
ECON 1A,B, 50, 51, 102A 25
PUBLPOL 103AorBorC 5
PUBLPOL 104 5

For students who major in another interdepartmental program such
asInternational Relationsand who satisfy major requirements by taking
ECON 50, POLISCI 2, and an introductory course in statistics such as
ECON 102A or STATS 60, the requirementsfor aPublic Policy minor are:

ECON 51, 102B 1
PUBLPOL 101

PUBLPOL 102

PUBLPOL 103AorBor C

PUBLPOL 104

PUBLPOL 106

HONORS PROGRAM

The Public Policy Program offers students the opportunity to pursue
honorswork during the senior year. To graduate with honorsin Public
Policy, astudent must:

1. Apply for admission to the honors program no later than the end of
Spring Quarter of thejunior year.

2. Completetherequirementsfor theB.A.inPublicPolicy and achievea
grade point average (GPA) of 3.5inthefollowing courses. the Public
Policy core; thestudent’ sconcentration areacourses; the Senior Semi-
nar; PUBLPOL 199, Senior Research; and PUBL POL 105. Studentsare
encouragedtocompletePUBL POL 105 by theend of Spring Quarter of

oo
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thejunior year and PUBL POL 200A during Autumn Quarter. Courses

not taken at Stanford are not included in cal culating the GPA.

3. Submit an honorsthesisby enrollingin at least 8 but no morethan 15
units of PUBLPOL 199, Senior Research, during the senior year and
receive a final grade on the senior thesis of at least a ‘B+.” The honors
thesis must demonstrate mastery of relevant analytical toolsand ad-
dressapolicy issue.

Studentswhointendto pursuehonorswork should plantheir academic
schedulessothat most of the corecoursesarecompl eted beforethebegin-
ning of the senior year, and all of the core and concentration courses are
completed by the end of Winter Quarter of senior year. This scheduling
givesstudentshoththetimeand thenecessary coursebackgroundto com-
pleteasenior research project during Spring Quarter. In addition, honors
studentsareencouragedtoenroll inPUBLPOL 197, Junior Honors Semi-
nar, during Winter or Spring Quarter; thiscoursefocuseson developing a
research plan and the research skills necessary to complete athesis.

Toapply, astudent must submit acompl eted applicationto the Public
Policy Program office with a brief description of the thesis. The student
must obtain the sponsorship of afaculty member who approves of the
thesis description and who agrees to serve as athesis adviser. Students
intendingtowriteathesisinvolving morethan onedisciplinemay wishto
havetwo advisers, at |east one of whomisamember of the Public Policy
affiliated faculty.

The honors thesis must be submitted to both the thesis adviser and
the Public Policy Program office. Graduation with honors requires that
the thesisbe approved by both the adviser and the Director of the Public
Policy Program. Therole of the director isto assure that the thesisdeals
with an issue of public policy and satisfies the standards of excellence of
theprogram. However, thegradefor thehonorsthesisisdetermined solely
by the adviser. In order to be considered for University and department
awards, the final thesis must be submitted to the program office no later
than thethird Wednesday in May in both hard copy and el ectronic forms.
All other theses must be submitted by thelast Friday in May in both hard
copy and electronic forms.

Membersof the corefaculty in Public Policy areavailableto provide
assistancein selecting asenior thesistopic and adviser.

GRADUATE PROGRAMS

University requirements for the master’s degree are described in the
“Graduate Degrees’ section of thisBulletin.

The Graduate Program in Public Policy offerstwo degrees: Master
in Public Policy (M.P.R), atwo-year program leading to a professional
degree, andMaster of ArtsinPublicPolicy (M.A.P.P)), aone-year program
notintended asaprofessional degree. Thefollowingjoint degreeprograms
arealsooffered: JurisDoctor/Master inPublic Policy (J.D./M.P.P); Doctor
of Philosophy in Economics, Education, Psychol ogy, or Sociology witha
joint Master in Public Palicy (Ph.D./M.PP); Master of BusinessAdmin-
istration with ajoint Master in Public Policy (M.B.A./M.P.R); Master of
ArtsinInternational Policy Studieswith ajoint Master in Public Policy
(M.A.I.PS./M.PP). Requirementsfor thejoint degreesdiffer; detailsare
available from the program office and on the program web site.

Courses in the graduate program in Public Policy offer advanced
skills necessary to assess the performance of alternative approachesto
policy making and implementation, evaluating program effectiveness,
understanding the political constraints faced by policy makers, and ap-
preciating the conflicts in fundamental human values that often animate
policy debate. After completing the graduate core curriculum, students
apply these skillsby focusing their studiesin apracticum for the M.PP,
or amaster’sthesisfor the M.A.PP. Studentsin the M.PP. program also
compl eteat | east oneconcentrationtail oredtothestudent’ sprimary degree
program or the student’sinterestsand skills.



ADMISSIONS

Applicationsfor graduatestudy in Public Policy areaccepted only from
Stanford students currently enrolled in any graduate degree program or
external applicants seeking ajoint degree. External applicantsfor joint
degrees must apply to the department or school offering the primary
graduate degree (i.e., Ph.D., M.B.A., or J.D.), indicating an interest in
thejoint M.PP,; applicants admitted to the primary degree program are
then evaluated for admission to the M.P.P. program. Students currently
enrolledin any Stanford graduate program may, with the consent of that
program, apply either for the applicablejoint degree or for astand-alone
PublicPolicy degree, addingtheM.PP.or M.A.P.P.totheir current degree
program. Applications are reviewed and accepted on arolling basis but
must be received no later than May 1.

PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS

The graduate program in Public Policy consists of acommon core
set of courses requiring approximately one year of study, plus a 10-unit
practicumand concentrationcoursework fortheM.PP, or amaster’sthesis
fortheM.A.PP.All graduatedegreecandidatesmust submit an acceptable
official Master’s Degree Program Proposal to the Public Policy office
by the end of Autumn Quarter and must amend this proposal formally if
plansfor meetingthedegreerequirementschange. Thestand-aloneM.P.P.
requires 90 units of course work and requires approximately two years.
The stand-alone M.A.PP. requires 42 units of course work plus a5-unit
master’sthesis, and requires approximately one year. Thejoint M.P.P.
degree programs require 90 units of which up to 45 units may also count
towardtheprimary degree. Thejoint degree programsadd approximately
one year to the time required for the primary degree. Each joint degree
program differsin its extended core and concentration course require-
ments; details on specific degrees are available at the program office and
ontheweb site.

Thegraduate Public Policy corecurriculumisrequiredfor all graduate
degree programs. Core courses must betaken for aletter grade. The core
must be completed with agrade point average (GPA) of 3.0 (B) or better.
Students are expected to devote one year full-timeto the M.P.P. core; for
joint-degreestudents, typically thisisthesecondyear at Stanford. Students
arerequired to participate in the weekly colloquia series. Students for
whomany given corecoursewould duplicateprior studiesmay substitute
amore advanced coursein the same subject matter.

Prerequisites—Graduate studentsin Public Policy are expected to be
literate in mathematics, statistics, and economics at the level of MATH
41, ECON 50, and STATS60.

Core curriculum consisting of the following courses—PUBL POL
201A,B, 202A B, 203A,B, 204A B, 205A B, 206 (M.P.P. only), 207. (46
unitsfor M.PP; 42 unitsfor M.A.PP)

Practicum (M.P.P. students)—10 units of PUBL POL 209.

Concentration (M.P.P. students)—M.PP. students complete course
work inaspecialized field or fields, chosen from existing Stanford courses
with theprior approval of the student’s adviser and the program director.

Master’s Thesis (M.A.P.P. students only)—The 5-unit thesis must be
submitted to the Public Policy Program office in both electronic and hard
copy no later than thelast Friday in May.

COURSES

WIM indicates that the course satisfies the Writing in the Major
requirement.

PUBL POL 101. Paliticsand Public Policy—(Same as POLISCI 123.)
How policies come to be formed. How interests compete within public
institutionstoturnideasinto policies. Examplesof thisprocessfrom con-
temporary policy areas, including tax, social welfare, and environmental
policy; results evaluated using equity and efficiency criteria. Prerequisite:
POLISCI 2. GER:DB-SocSci

5 units, Aut (Sprague, M)

PUBL POL 102. Organizationsand Public Policy—Analysisof organi-
zational processesemphasi zing organi zationsthat operateinanon-market
environment. Prerequisite: ECON 1A. GER:DB-SocSci

5 units, Aut (Hannan, M)

PUBL POL 103A. Introduction to Political Philosophy—(Same as
PHIL 30.) Stateauthority, justice, liberty, and equal ity through major works
inpolitical philosophy. Topicsinclude human nature and citizenship, the
obligation to obey thelaw, democracy and economicinequality, equality
of opportunity and affirmative action, religion, and politics. GER:DB-
Hum, EC-EthicReas

5 units, Aut (Hussain, N)

PUBL POL 103B. Ethicsand PublicPolicy—(SameasM S& E197, STS
110.) Ethical issuesin science- andtechnol ogy-related public policy con-
flicts. Focus is on complex, value-laden policy disputes. Topics: the nature
of ethicsand morality; rational esfor liberty, justice, and humanrights; and
the use and abuse of these conceptsin policy disputes. Case studiesfrom
biomedicine, environmental affairs, technical professions, communica-
tions, and international relations. GER:DB-Hum, EC-EthicReas
5 units, Win (McGinn, R)

PUBLPOL 103C. Justice—(Same as PHIL 171.) Focusison theideal
of ajust society, and theplace of liberty and equality init, inlight of con-
temporary theories of justice and political controversies. Topicsinclude
protecting religious liberty, financing schools and elections, regulating
markets, assuring access to health care, and providing affirmative action
andgrouprights. Issuesof global justiceincludinghumanrightsandglobal
inequality. GER:DB-Hum, EC-EthicReas
5 units, Aut (Cohen, J)

PUBL POL 104. EconomicPalicy Analysis—(SameasECON 150.) The
rel ationship between microeconomic analysisand public policy making.
How economicpolicy analysisisdoneandwhy political leadersregarditas
useful but not definitive in making policy decisions. Economic rationales
for policy interventions, methods of policy evaluation and the role of
benefit-cost analysis, economic models of politics and their application to
policy making, andtherelationship of incomedistributiontopolicy choice.
Theoretical foundations of policy making and analysis, and applications
to program adoption and implementation. Prerequisite: ECON 50.
5 units, Spr (Cogan, J)

PUBL POL 105. Quantitative Methods and Their Applicationsto
Public Policy—Reviewsmaterial coveredin prerequisiteswith applica-
tionsof qualitativeindependent variabl etechniquesto | abor market data.
Maximum likelihood estimation and qualitative dependent variablemod-
els with an application to voting models. Final papers estimate influence
of quantitative and qualitative independent variables on Congressional
voting probabilities. Prerequisites: ECON 102A,B. GER:DB-SocSci
5 units, Spr (Rothwell, G)

PUBL POL 106. Economicsof L egal Rulesand I nstitutions—(Sameas
ECON 154.) Thedesign and consequencesof legal rules. Commonideas
thatrun through law including individual rationality, economic efficiency,
conventional and Coasian analyses of externalities, enforcement, costs,
and market consequences of legal restrictions on contract terms. Private
versuspublicenforcement of law; thetradeoff between certainty and sever-
ity of punishment; the choi ce between ex post and ex ante sanctions; and
the choi ce between property and liability rules. Applicationsto property,
intellectual property, contract, criminal, tort, family, and environmental
law. Prerequisite: ECON 50. WIM
5 units, Aut (Owen, B)

PUBL POL 117. Econometricsfor PublicPolicy M aj or s—Descriptive
statistics, regression analysis, analysis of variance, heteroskedasticity,
seria correlation, errorsin variables, and simultaneous equations. Pre-
requisites: Public Policy major; ECON 50 and 102A.

5 units, not given thisyear
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PUBL POL 121. Policy and Climate Change—Scienceand economics,
including recent findings. History and evolution of local, state, regional,
national, and international policy. California’s recent landmark climate
change bill. Future policy prospects, emphasizing national and interna-
tional levels.

5 units, Aut (Nation, J)

PUBLPOL 125. Law and Public Policy—How the U.S. government
promotes, uses, and regul atesnew technol ogies; how it decidestechnol ogy
policies, and debatesover how to usetechnol ogy to advancenational goals.
Topics: American attitudestowardstechnol ogy; technol ogiesfor defense,
homeland security, energy, heal th, and economic competitiveness, andwhen
and how to regul ate nanotechnol ogy, stem cell research, government sur-
veillance, and digital copyright. Prerequisite: POLISCI 2. GER:DB-SocSci
5 units, Aut (Greenberg, J)

PUBLPOL 154. Paliticsand Policy in Califor nia—State politics and
policy making, including the role of the legislature, legislative leader-
ship, the governor, special interests, campaign finance, the public, ballot
initiatives, the state constitution, the media, and the role of research or-
ganizations. Case studies may include pension reform, health care, term
limitsand other political reformmeasures, open primaries, infrastructure
improvements, and the budget. Changes in constitutional and in state
statutesthat can improve policy makingin California.
5 units, Win (Nation, J)

PUBLPOL 156. Health Care Policy and Refor m—Competing health
carereform proposalsat the stateand local levels. Focusison California
including proposals for expanding coverage for children, asingle payer
system, employer and individual mandates. Recent proposalsin other
states including Massachusetts, Maine, and Vermont; their relation to
nationa efforts. Attentionto local reform efforts, including in San Fran-
cisco. Prospectsfor future policy.
5 units, Spr (Nation, J)

PUBL POL 168. Global Organizations: M anaging Diver sity—(Same
as SOC 168/268.) Analytical tools derived from the social sciencesto
analyze global organizations and projects, and applied to the tradeoffs
between different designs of teams and organizations. Focusison tribal
mentality and how to design effectiveorganizationsand projectsfor policy
implementation within and acrossinstitutional settings. Recommended:
102, MS& E 180, or SOC 160. GER:DB-SocSci
5 units, Win (Meyer sson Milgrom, E)

PUBL POL 172. PublicPolicy and Psychol ogy—(SameasPSY CH 119.)
Applications of psychology to public and socia policy. Topicsinclude
the influence of psychological research and individual psychology on the
creation of policy, and the influence of policy on attitudes and behavior at
thepersonal and societal levels. How psychol ogical theory canbeusedto
shapepoliciesand policy makinginareassuch asenvironment, education,
criminal justice, and health.

5 units, Spr (Tormala, T)

PUBL POL 183. Philanthropy and Social I nnovation—Philanthropy’s
roleinmodern society andthetrand ationof itsvisionand capital intosocial
action. Topics: individual giving; philanthropichistory andindustry; foun-
dationmodel sandinfrastructure; philanthropic strategy and grantmaking;
accountability and board governance; global and corporate philanthropy;
and public policy engagement. Readings: business school cases and in-
dustry articles. Guest speakersincludeindividual donorsand foundation
presidents. Final project: students eval uate grant proposals and make
funding recommendations. Enrollment limited to 15. GER:DB-SocSci
5 units, given next year (Arrillaga, L)
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PUBL POL 184. Poverty and Policiesin Devel oping Economies—Eco-
nomic modelsof growth and poverty, differencesin growth ratesamong
countries, and the persistence of poverty. Models of physical and human
capital accumulation, and recent theoriesof theimportanceof institutions,
social capital, and political factors. Theeffectivenessof socia policiesin
devel oping countries, emphasizingIndia, inthelight of theoriesof growth
and poverty, andintermsof immediategoal sand |l ong-term consequences.
Poaliciesincludeschooling and health, anti-poverty, banking, and political
decentralization. Prerequisites: ECON 1A ,B. GER:DB-SocSci
5 units, Win (Kochar, A)

PUBL POL 194. Technology Policy—HowtheU.S. federal government
promotes, uses, and regul atesnew technol ogi es, how it decidestechnology
policies, and debatesover how to usetechnol ogy to advancenational goals.
Topics: American attitudestowardstechnol ogy; technol ogi esfor defense,
homeland security, energy, health, and economic competitiveness, and
whenandhow toregul atenanotechnol ogy, stem-cell research, government
surveillance, and digital copyright. Prerequisite: POLISCI 2.
5 units, Win (Windham, P)

PUBL POL 197. Junior Honor s Seminar—(Same as ECON 198.) Pri-
marily for studentswho expect towritean honorsthesis. Weekly sessions
discusswriting an honorsthesis proposal (prospectus), submitting grant
applications, and completingthehonorsthesis. Readingsfocusonwriting
skills and research design. Students select an adviser, outline aprogram
of study for their senior year, and compl ete aprospectus by the end of the
quarter. Seniorsworking ontheir thesesalsomay enroll andpresenttheirre-
searchtotheseminar participants. Seniorsarerequired to makesubstantial
progressontheir thesisby theend of thequarter. Enrollment limitedto 25.
5 units, Win (Staff), Spr (Rothwell, G)

PUBL POL 198. Directed Readingsin PublicPolicy—May berepeated
for credit.
1-5units, Aut, Win, Spr (Staff)

PUBL POL 199. Senior Resear ch—May berepeated for credit.
1-15 units, Aut, Win, Spr (Staff)

PUBL POL 199B. Senior Honor s Seminar—Research, statistical, and
writing support for Public Policy honors students.
1 unit, Wn (Gay, 9

PUBL POL 200A,B,C. Senior Seminar—Students conduct original
research for oral presentations and a paper on a policy-related topic.
Topic and methods of analysis determined by student in consultation
with instructor. Goal isto improve analytical, research, writing, and
communication skills. Prerequisites: core coursesin Public Policy or
consent of instructor.

3-5units, A: Aut, B: Win (Sprague, M), C: Sor (Gay, S

PUBL POL 201A. Microeconomics—(Same as | PS 204A.) Microeco-
nomic conceptsrel evant to decision making. Topicsinclude: competitive
market clearing, pricediscrimination; general equilibrium; risk aversion
and sharing, capital market theory, Nash equilibrium; welfare analysis;
public choice; externalities and public goods; hidden information and
market signaling; moral hazard and incentives; auction theory; game
theory; oligopoly; reputation and credibility.
4 units, Aut (Bulow, J)

PUBLPOL 201B. Cost-Benefit Analysis and Evaluation—(Same as
IPS204B.) Ex anteand ex post evaluation of projectsand policies, value
of lifecalculations, and welfareeval uation of publicand privatedecisions.
Welfare measures; tradeoffs between efficiency and equity. Second best.
Behavioral economics: psychological mechanisms behind static choice,
intertemporal choice, choice under risk and uncertainty, choicein social
situations, and hedonics. Statistical decision theory. Useof incentivesin
implementing policies. Relationship between microeconomic analysis
and public policy making. Economic rationalesfor policy interventions.
Economic model sof politicsand applicationto policy making. Relation-
ship of incomedistribution to policy choice.
4 units, Spr (Kessler, D)



PUBL POL 202A. Introduction to L aw—Differences between com-
mon and civil law systems; judge-made law and judicial process; courts
and litigation; legislation and itsinterpretation; administrative law and
regulation. Separation of powers and federalism; constitutional law and
civil liberties; criminal justice; empirical studies of the legal profession
and legal behavior; social change and itsimpact on the legal order; law
and economic devel opment.
2 units, Win (Friedman, L)

PUBLPOL 202B. Economic Analysis of Law—(Same asLAW 277.)
How legal rulesandinstitutionscan correct market failures. Theeconomic
function of contrasts; role of legal remedies to resolve disputes when
contractsfail. The choice between encouraging private partiestoinitiate
legal actions to correct externalities and governmental actors such as
regulatory authorities. Economicsof litigation; how privateincentivesto
bringlawsuitsdiffer fromthesocial valueof litigation. Economicmotives
tocommit crimes; optimal governmental responseto crime. Prerequisites:
intermediate-level microeconomics; somecalculus.
4 units, Win (Polinsky, M)

PUBL POL 203A. Principles of Research Design and Analysis:
M ethods—(Same as | PS 205A.) How professionals in non-research
fields can be informed consumers of policy-related empirical research.
Qualitative and quantitative research techniques and methodological
requirementsfor sound researchresults. Formulating research questions.
Experimental design. Choosing appropriate research strategies. Survey
research design. Case study methods. Interviewing and observational
techniques. Measurement including financial, cost, national income, and
regulatory accounting.
4 units, Aut (Louie, T)

PUBL POL 203B. Principlesof Research Designand Analysis: Tools—
(Same as IPS 205B, LAW 366.) Policy analysistools for government,
research institutes, and academic settings, and for empirical issuesin
litigation, investment banking, consulting, and finance. Multiple regres-
sionanalysis, multilevel modeling, and Bayesiananalysis. Topicsinclude
hypothesis testing, regression specification, logistic regression, probit,
heteroscedasticity, serial correlation, errorsinthevariables, instrumental
variables, s multaneousequations, generalized linear model s, simulation,
model checking, causal inference, and missing dataimputation. Hands-on
analysisusing popular statistical packages.
4 units, Win (Strnad, J)

PUBL POL 204A. Politicsand CollectiveAction—(Sameas| PS206A,
POLISCI 331S.) How public policies are formulated and implemented;
preference formation. The role of electoral politics, nongovernmental
organizations, ideologies, and social protests. The theory of collective
action. Principal agent relationships. How elected officials, bureaucrats,
andinterest groupsshapegovernment policiesinareasincludingtax, envi-
ronmental, trade, and social welfarepolicy, giventheir goalsandavailable
tactics. How to evaluate policies and policy making processes.
4 units, Win (Satz, D)

PUBL POL 204B. Or ganizations—(Sameas|PS206B.) Policy reform
and organizational resistance. Organizations include government and
other bureaucracies such as not-for-profit schools, universities, hospitals,
international organizations, political parties, and agencies. Hubris and
policy making, including pathologies of decision making and planning,
abuse of intelligence, biased information, overselling to publics, lack of
knowledge about context, and unintended consequences.
4 units, Spr (Stedman, S, Eden, L)

PUBL POL 205A. Judgment and Decision M aking—(Same as IPS
207A, LAW 333.) Theoriesand research on heuristicsand biasesin human
inference, judgment, and decision making. Experimental and theoretical
work in prospect theory emphasizing loss and risk aversion. Support
theory. Challenges that psychology offersto the rationalist expected
utility model; attempts to meet this challenge through integration with
modern behavioral economics. Decision making biases and phenomena
of specia relevanceto public policy such as group polarization, group
think, and collective action.
4 units, Aut (Brest, P)

PUBL POL 205B. Public Palicy and Social Psychology: Implications
andApplications—(Sameas|PS207B, PSY CH 216.) Theories, insights,
and concerns of socia psychology relevant to how people perceiveissues,
events, andeachother; linksbetween beliefsandindividual and collective
behavior. Topicsinclude: situationist and subjectivist traditionsof applied
and theoretical social psychology; social comparison, dissonance, and
attribution theories; social identity, stereotyping, racism, and sources of
intergroup conflict and misunderstanding; challenges to universality as-
sumptions regarding human mativation, emotion, and perception of self
and others; the problem of producing individual and collective changes
innormsand behavior.
4 units, Spr (Ross, L)

PUBLPOL 206. Writing and Rhetoric for Policy Audiences—Tech-
niquesof effectivewriting and argument for addressing decision makers,
interest groups, andthepublic. Theimportanceof apparent simplicity; uses
and misusesof history and historical anal ogies; andincentives, cognitive
limits, and biasesof audiences. Why someargumentsbecometraditional .
Sources include historical briefing papers and oral arguments. Students
write briefing papers and make oral arguments, individually and in teams.
Enrollment limited. Prerequisite: consent of instructor.
4 units, Spr (Owen, B)

PUBL POL 207. Justice—(Same as ETHICSOC 171, IPS 208, PHIL
171, PHIL 271, POLISCI 136S.) Focusison theideal of ajust society,
andtheplaceof liberty and equality init, inlight of contemporary theories
of justiceand political controversies. Topicsinclude protecting religious
liberty, financing schools and elections, regulating markets, assuring
access to health care, and providing affirmative action and group rights.
Issues of global justice including human rights and global inequality.
GER:DB-Hum, EC-EthicReas
5 units, Aut (Cohen, J)

PUBL POL 209. Pr acticum—(Sameas| PS209.) Applied policy exercis-
es. Multidisciplinary student teamsapply skill stoacontemporary problem
inamajor policy exercisewithapublic sector client suchasagovernment
agency. Problem analysis, interaction with the client and experts, and
presentations. Emphasisis on effective written and oral communication
to lay audiences of recommendations based on policy anaysis.

10 units, given next year

PUBLPOL 231. Political Economy of Health Carein the United
States—(SameasM GTECON 331, HRP391.) Economictoolsandinsti-
tutional and legal background to understand how marketsfor health care
productsand serviceswork. Moral hazard and adverse selection. Institu-
tional organization of theheal th caresector. Hospital and physicianservices
markets, integrated delivery systems, managed care, pharmaceutical and
medical deviceindustries. Publicpolicy issuesinhealth care, medical eth-
ics, regul ation of managed care, patients' bill of rights, regul ation of phar-
maceuticals, Medicarereform, universal health insurance, and coverage
of the uninsured. International perspectives, how other countries’ health
caresystemsevolved, andwhat theU.S. canlearnfromtheir experiences.
4 units, Spr (Kessler, D; Bundorf, K)
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STANFORD IN WASHINGTON

Certain courses offered at Stanford in Washington are approved for
the Public Policy major, including the core. Contact the program office
for details.

COGNATE COURSES

Seerespectivedepartment listingsfor coursedescriptionsand General
Education Requirements (GER) information. See degree requirements
above or the program’s student services office for applicability of these
coursesto amajor or minor program.

ECON 1A. Introductory EconomicsA
5 units, Aut (Clerici-Arias, M), Win (Makler, C), Sum (Saff)

ECON 1B. Introductory EconomicsB
5 units, Win (Amador, M), Sor (Cojoc, D), Sum (Staff)

ECON 50. EconomicAnalysis|
5 units, Aut (Abramitzky, R), Sor (Tendall, M), Sum (Staff)

ECON 51. EconomicAnalysis| |
5units, Aut (Tendall, M), Win (Einay, L), Sum (Staff)

ECON 102A. Introduction to Statistical M ethods (Postcalculus) for
Social Scientists
5units, Aut, Win (Steiner, F)

ECON 102B. I ntroduction to Econometrics
5 units, Win (Mahajan, A), Spr (Staff)

HUMBIO 171. The Death Penalty: Human Biology, L aw, and Policy
3units, Spr (Abrams, W)

MATH 51. Linear Algebra and Differential Calculus of Several
Variables
5 units, Aut, Win (Saff), Sor (Lucianovic, M), Sum (Staff)

M S& E 180. Or ganizations: Theory and M anagement
4 units, Aut (Sino, R), Sor (Eisenhardt, K)

POLISCI 2. Introduction to American National Gover nment and
Politics
5units, Win (Fiorina, M; Frisby, T)
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OVERSEAS STUDIES

Courses approved for the Public Policy major and taught overseas
can befound in the“Overseas Studies’ section of thisbulletin, or in the
Overseas Studies office, 126 Sweet Hall.

PARIS

OSPPARI S153X.Health Systemsand Health I nsurance: Franceand
theU.S., aComparison across Spaceand Time
4-5units, Wn (Fessler, J)

This file has been excerpted from the Stanford Bulletin, 2007-08, pages
599-603. Every effort hasbeen madeto ensureaccuracy; post-press
changesmay have been madehere. Contact theeditor of thebulletin
at arod@stanford.edu with changesor corrections. Seethebulletin
web siteat http://bulletin.stanford.edu for additional information.



