MODERN THOUGHT AND
LITERATURE

Director: Elisabeth Mudimbe-Boyi

Committeein Charge: ElisabethMudimbe-Boyi (Chair), Lanier Anderson,
Jean-Pierre Dupuy, Shelley Fisher Fishkin, Gregory Freidin, Hans
U. Gumbrecht, Ursula Heise, Sean Hanretta, AndreaA. Lunsford,
LiisaMalkki (onleave), Barbaro Martinez-Ruiz, PaulaMoya, Helen
Stacy

Affiliated Faculty: Lanier Anderson (Philosophy), Shahzad Bashir
(Religious Studies), Eamonn Callan (Education), Jean-Pierre Dupuy
(French and Italian), Paulla Ebron (Anthropology), Dan Edelstein
(French and Italian), Harry Elam (Drama), Michele Elam (English),
Amir Eshel (German Studies), Shelley Fisher Fishkin (English), James
Ferguson (Anthropology), Gregory Freidin (Slavic Languages and
Literatures), Theodore Glasser (Communication), Roland Greene
(English, Comparative Literature), Hans U. Gumbrecht (French and
Italian, Comparative Literature), Sean Hanretta (History), Ursula
Heise (English), Matthew Kohrman (Anthropology), Joshua Landy
(FrenchandItalian), HelenLongino (Philosophy),AndreaA. Lunsford
(English), Saikat Majumdar (English), LiisaMalkki (Anthropology,
on leave), Barbaro Martinez-Ruiz (Art and Art History), Franco
Moretti (English, Comparative Literature), Paula Moya (English),
Elisabeth Mudimbe-Boyi (French and Italian), David Palumbo-Liu
(Comparative Literature), Arnold Rampersad (English), Richard
Roberts (History, on leave), Ramon Saldivar (English, Comparative
Literature), Priya Satia (History), Debra Satz (Philosophy), Londa
Schiebinger (History), Stephen Sohn (English), Helen Stacy (Law),
Richard White (History), Bryan Wolf (Art and Art History), Alex
Woloch (English), SylviaYanagisako (Anthropology), YvonneYarbro-
Bejarano (Spanish and Portuguese)

Program Offices: Building 240

Mail Code: 94305-2152

Phone: (650) 723-3413

Email: idstudies.moore@stanford.edu

Web Site: http://www.stanford.edu/dept/MTL

CoursesgiveninModern Thought and Literaturehavethesubject code
MTL. For acompletelist of subject codes, see Appendix.

The Program in Modern Thought and Literature is administered
through the office of Interdisciplinary Studies in Humanities. The program
admits studentsfor the Ph.D. and avery limited number for acoterminal
B.A./M.A. Program.

UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS

Although Modern Thought and Literaturehasnoformal undergraduate
degreegranting program, undergraduatesinterested incompl etingamajor
in this field may do so through the undergraduate major in Interdisciplin-
ary Studiesin Humanities. This programis designed for studentswith a
commitment to interdisciplinary study in the humanities. Students may
devisemajorsthatincorporatemodernliterature (sincethe 18th century),
cultural history, andcritical theory. Studentsmay al socreatemajorsinother
interdisciplinary concentrations. For courseguidelines, seetheHandbook
forthe Major in Interdisciplinary Studies in Humanities. Studentswishing
todeclarethemajor inlnterdisciplinary Studiesin Humanitiesmust apply
for admission to the Humanitieshonorsprogram and for graduation with
honorsin Humanities.

COTERMINAL BACHELOR’S AND MASTER’S
PROGRAM

Each year, one or two undergraduates, who are exceptionally well
prepared in literature and at |east one foreign language and whose un-
dergraduate course work includes astrong interdisciplinary component,
may petition to be admitted to the program for the purpose of completing
acoterminal M.A. degree. Admission to this programisgranted only on
condition that in the course of working on their master’s degree they do
not apply to enter the Ph.D. program in Modern Thought and Literature.
Thedeadlinefor applicationisearly February.

To apply, applicants submit:

1. Anunofficial grade transcript from Axess.

2. APetition for Admission to the Coterminal Program from the Regis-
trar’s Office.

3. A statement giving the reasons the student wishesto pursuethis pro-
gramanditsplaceinhisor her futureplans. Thisstatement should pay
particul ar attentiontothereasonswhy thestudent could not pursuethe
studies he or she desiresin some other way.

4. Aplanof study listing, quarter by quarter, each course by name, units,
and instructor, to be taken in order to fulfill the requirements for the
degreefor atotal of 45 units, including at least 20 units of advanced
work inoneliterature, and at least 20 unitsinacoherent interdisciplin-
ary program of coursestaken in non-literature departments.

5. Awriting sampleof critical or analytical prose.

6. Twolettersof recommendationfrommembersof thefaculty whoknow
the applicant well and who can speak directly to the question of hisor
her ability to do graduate-level work.

For University coterminal degree program rules and University
application forms, see http://registrar.stanford.edu/shared/publications.
htm#Coterm.

REQUIREMENTS

ThecandidatefortheM.A. must completeat | east 45 unitsof graduate
work, to be divided in the following manner:

1. Theintroductory seminar, MTL 334A, 5 units, or another graduate-
level seminar offered by a member of the committeein charge and
approved by the student’s graduate program adviser.

2. Atleast 20 unitsof advanced coursework inliterature, to beapproved
by thedirector.

3. Atleast 20unitsof courseworkinacoherentandindividually arranged
interdisciplinary program, to be approved by the director.

By theend of thecourseof study, each candidatemust al sodemonstrate
areading knowledge of at least oneforeign language.

GRADUATE PROGRAMS

The Ph.D. in Modern Thought and Literature is an interdisciplinary
program combining work in modern literary/cultura studies with work
in one or more other modern disciplines. It isdesigned for studentswho
have a strong interest in literature or culture, but whose approach or
focus requires an interdisciplinary program, such as students interested
in anthropological or philosophical approachesto literature and culture,
gender studies, ethnicstudies, orintopicssuch aslegal humanities, popular
culture, and social or cultural theory.

Modern Thought and Literature isintended for studentswho plan to
teachand writeinliterature departmentsor ininterdisciplinary programs
in the humanities, cultural studies, or humanistic social sciences, or for
studentsintending to formulate cultural policy.

Courseworkintheprogramisdivided about evenly between advanced
coursesin literature departments and advanced coursesin non-literary
departments.
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MASTER OF ARTS

The Master of Artsisavailable to students who are admitted to the
doctoral program. Studentsare not admitted into the program for the pur-
poseof earningaterminal Master of Artsdegree. Candidatesfor thePh.D.
who satisfy the committee of their progress and satisfactorily complete
45 unitsof coursework forming acoherent program of study, may apply
foran M.A.in Modern Thought and Literature.

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

University requirementsfor the Ph.D. arediscussed inthe“ Graduate
Degrees’ section of thisbulletin.

A candidate for the Ph.D. degree in Modern Thought and Literature
must compl etethreeyears(ninequarters) of full-timework, or theequiva-
lent, in graduate study beyond the B.A. degree. He or sheis expected to
completeat |east 18 coursesof graduatework inadditiontothedissertation.
Students may spend oneyear of graduate study abroad.

Reguirementsfor the Ph.D. in Modern Thought and Literature are:

1. Atwoquarter introductory seminar, MTL 334A,B, TheModern Tra-
ditionl and Il (5 unitseach, Autumn, Winter) followed by MTL 300,
TheModern Thought and Literature Collogquium (1 unit, Spring).

2. A coherent program of eight courses of advanced work in literary
studies to be worked out with the adviser, of which at least six must
beregularly scheduled coursesinliterature. Coursesintheteaching of
composition (ENGLISH 396, 397), ad hoc graduate seminars (MTL
395), research courses (MTL 398), and thesis registration (MTL
802) may not be counted among these six courses; MTL 396L, 397,
399, 802 may not be counted toward these requirements under any
circumstances.

3. Eight courses of advanced work in non-literature departments, the
core of which is completion of either adepartmental minor or an
interdepartmental concentration, typically consisting of six courses.
Departmental minorsare available from the departments of Anthro-
pology, Art and Art History, Communication, History, Philosophy,
Political Science, Religious Studies, and Sociology (seetherelevant
informationinthose sectionsof thisbulletin). Approved interdepart-
mental concentrationshavebeen establishedin popular culture, ethnic
studies, feminist and gender studies, and science and technology
studies (specific course requirements are available from the program
office). Individually designed concentrations may be approved by
petition to the director. In addition to the required six coursesin a
minor or aconcentration, two additional coursesfrom non-literature
departmentsarechosenin consultationwith each student’ sacademic
adviser. Courserestrictions noted abovein item 2 also apply.

4. Qualifying Paper: this certifies that students are likely to be able to
undertakethequality of research, sustained argumentation, and cogent
writingdemandedinadoctoral dissertation. Thequalifying paper must
beasubstantial revision of aseminar paper writtenat Stanford during
the first year and should embody a substantial amount of independent
research, develop anintellectual argument with significantelements of
original thinking, and demonstrate the ability to dointerdisciplinary
work. Each paper is evaluated by two or three readers (designated
before the end of the first year of graduate study), one of whom must
be amember of the Committee in Charge. Qualifying papers must
be submitted to the program office no later than the end of the third
week of the fifth quarter of enrollment, normally, winter of the second
year.

5. Teaching, anessential part of theprogram, isnormally undertakenin
conjunctionwiththe Department of English. Candidatesarerequired
to demonstrate competenceinteaching.

6. Students must demonstrate, by the end of the third quarter of the
first year, a reading knowledge of one foreign language and, by the
beginning of the first quarter of the third year, a reading knowledge
of oneother foreignlanguage. Reading knowledge meansthe ahility
tomakeagenuinescholarly useof thelanguage: that is, to read prose
of ordinary difficulty.
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Students may not take the University oral examination before
completion of theforeign language requirement.

7. Candidacy: attheend of thesecondyear, studentsapply for candidacy.
The following qualifications are required before candidacy can be
certified: the earlier submission of a satisfactory qualifying paper;
demonstration of areading knowledge of one foreign language;
satisfactory progressin course work; alist of courses applicableto
thedegree, distinguishing between coursesappropriatetotheliterary
component and courses appropriate to the interdisciplinary compo-
nent; designation of adepartmental minor or an interdisciplinary
concentration; and the submission of astatement outlining the scope
and coherence of the interdisciplinary component of the program
inrelation to the literary component and noting the relevance of the
coursework to that program.

8. Annual Review: theprogramand progressof each student must beap-
proved by the Committeein Chargeat theend of each academicyear.

9. University Oral Examination:thisexamination, coveringthestudent’s
areasof concentration, normally istakeninthethird year of graduate
study. It isatwo-hour oral examination administered by four faculty
members specializing in the student’s areas of concentration, and a
chair from another department. The exam is based on a substantial
reading list prepared by the student in conjunction with the faculty
committee and designed to cover the areas of expertise pertinent to
the student’ s dissertation project.

10. Colloquium on the Dissertation Proposal: sometime after the Uni-
versity oral examination, or inconjunctionwiththat examination, the
dissertation committee assembles for up to one hour to discussthe
dissertation proposa withthestudent. Prior tothismeeting, thestudent
should have consulted each member of the committeeto discussthe
proposal and compileabibliography.

11. Dissertation: the fourth and fifth years are devoted to the dissertation,
which should be asubstantial and original contribution acceptable
to the Committee on Modern Thought and Literature. The subject is
drawnfromtheliteratureof specializationand theareaof nonliterary
studies.

HUMANITIES

Theprogram participatesinthe Graduate Programin Humanitiesl ead-
ingtoajoint Ph.D. degreeinModern Thought and Literatureand Humani-
ties. For adescriptionof theHumanitiesprogram, seethe” I nterdisciplinary
Studiesin Humanities’ section of thisbulletin.



COURSES

Students interested in literature and literary studies should also
consult course listingsin the departments of Asian Languages, Classics,
Comparative Literature, English, French and Italian, German Studies,
Slavic Languages and Literatures, and Spanish and Portuguese, and in
theDivisionof Literatures, Cultures, and Languages. For other offerings,
students should consult listingsin theindividual departmentsof interest.
Consent of instructor isoften required.

Studentsin the doctoral program in Modern Thought and Literature
are advised to read through the offeringsin English aswell as offerings
of the non-literature departmentsin which they wish to concentrate: for
example, coursesdealingwith culturelisted under Anthropol ogy, courses
dealing with film under Communication or Art and Art History, courses
inintellectual and cultural history under History. If the area of nonliter-
ary interest isthematic rather than disciplinary, doctoral students should
look under programlistingssuch asFeminist Studies, AfricanandAfrican
American Studies, or Comparative Studiesin Race and Ethnicity.

MTL 300. Modern Thought and Literature Colloquium—Required
of first-year graduate students in the program; open to all students in the
programandto othersby consent of instructor. Weekly meeting of students
intheprogramto discussinterdisciplinary scholarship, writing, andissues
pertaining to the requirements for the Ph.D. Presentations by affiliated
faculty and by student panels.

1-3 units, Spr (Boyi, E)

MTL 334A.TheM odern Tradition | —(SameasL AW 501.) Thedevel-
opment over themodern period of ideasabout state regul atory power and
legal rationality; recent critiquesof thoseideas. Focusisonjustice, legal
interpretation, individual agency andmoral choice, equality, punishment,
legislation, the nation state, and international society. Readings from
Sophocles, Grotius, Kant, Rousseau, Hegel, M ontesqui eu, Wol l stonecraft,
Austin, Bentham, Marx, Weber, Arendt, Foucault, Said, Spivak, Butler,
Habermas, MacKinnon, Rose, and K ennedy.
5 units, Aut (Stacy, H)

MTL 334B. TheModern Tradition | I: Self-Deception in Literature,
Film, and Philosophy—(Same as FRENGEN 290E.) Possihilities of
cross-fertilization between continental philosophy (such as Sartre) and
analyticphilosophy (suchasDona d Davidson) by referencetothetopicof
self-deceptionor badfaith. Literary worksby Moliére, Benjamin Constant,
Dostoevsky, Camus, Sartre, Borges, and contemporary writers; films by
Hitchcock, Losey, and Bergman.
3-5 units, Win (Dupuy, J)

MTL 390. Qualifying Paper —Preparation and writing of thequalifying
paper for the Ph.D. in Modern Thought and Literature.
1-5 units, Aut, Win, Spr, Sum (Staff)

MTL 395. Ad Hoc Graduate Seminar—Graduate students (three or
more) whowishtostudy asubject or anareanot covered by regular courses
and seminars may plan aninformal seminar and approach amember of
thefaculty to superviseit. May be repeated for credit.

1-5 units, Aut, Win, Spr, Sum (Staff)

MTL 398. Resear ch—Students pursue a special subject of investiga-
tion under supervision of amember of the committee or another faculty
member. May be repeated for credit.

1-15 units, Aut, Win, Spr, Sum (Staff)

MTL 399. Readingfor Orals—Readinginpreparationfor theUniversity
Oral Examination. May be repeated for credit.
1-15 units, Aut, Win, Spr, Sum (Staff)

This file has been excerpted from the Stanford Bulletin, 2007-08, pages
539-541. Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy; post-press
changes may have been made here. Contact the editor of the bulletin
at arod @stanford.edu with changes or corrections. See the bulletin
web site at http://bulletin.stanford.edu for additional information.
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