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MODERN THOUGHT AND
LITERATURE

Chair: David Palumbo-Liu

Committee in Charge: Anthony Antonio, Joel Beinin, Richard Ford,
Claire Fox, Theodore L. Glasser, Hans U. Gumbrecht, Karen Ken-
kel, Timothy Lenoir, David Palumbo-Liu, Renato Rosaldo, Michael
Thompson, Robert Weisberg, Richard White, Yvonne Y arbro-Be-
jarano

Affiliated Faculty: Lanier Anderson (Philosophy), Anthony Antonio
(Education), Joel Beinin (History), Brett Bourbon (English), Scott
Bukatman (Art and Art History), Rudy Busto (Religious Studies),
Albert Camarillo (History), Terry Castle (English), George Dekker
(English), PaullaEbron (Cultural and Social Anthropology), Harry
Elam (Drama), Jay Fliegelman (English), Claire Fox (Spanish and
Portuguese), George Fredrickson (History), Richard Ford (Law),
TheodoreGlasser (Communication), HansU. Gumbrecht (Frenchand
Italian, Spanish and Portuguese, Comparative Literature), Akhil
Gupta (Cultural and Social Anthropology), David Halliburton (En-
glish), Shirley Heath (English, Linguistics), Karen Kenkel (German
Studies), Miyako Inoue (Cultural and Social Anthropology), Pame-
laLee(Artand Art History), Timothy Lenoir (History), Herbert Lin-
denberger (English, Comparative Literature), Purnima Mankekar
(Cultural and Social Anthropology), Diane Middlebrook (English),
PaulaMoya(English), VaentinMudimbe (Frenchand I talian, Com-
parative Literature), David Palumbo-Liu (Comparative Literature),
Robert Polhemus (English), Mary Pratt (Spanish and Portuguese,
ComparativeLiterature,), Arnold Rampersad (English), Renato Ro-
saldo (Cultural and Social Anthropology), Ramoén Saldivar (English,
ComparativeLiterature), DebraSatz (Philosophy), Jeffrey Schnapp
(French and Italian, Comparative Literature), Peter Stansky (Histo-
ry), Michael Thompson (History), Elizabeth Traugott (Linguistics,
English), Robert Weisberg (Law), SylviaY anagisako (Cultural and
Social Anthropology), Y vonne Y arbro-Bejarano (Spanish and Por-
tuguese), Richard White (History)

The Program in Modern Thought and Literature is administered
through the office of Interdisciplinary Studiesin Humanities. The pro-
gram admitsstudentsfor thePh.D. and avery limited number for acote-
rminal A.M. Program.

UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS

Although Modern Thought and Literature hasno formal undergrad-
uatedegree-granting program, undergraduatestudentswhoareinterested
in completingamajor inthisfield may do so through the undergraduate
major inlnterdisciplinary Studiesin Humanities(seethat section of this
bulletin). This undergraduate program is designed for students with a
strong commitment tointerdisciplinary study inthevarioushumanities.
Studentsmay devisemajorsthat incorporatemodernliterature (sincethe
18th century), cultural history, and critical theory. Students may also
createmajorsincultural studies, film studies, performancestudies, pop-
ular culture, history of representation, politics and literature, etc. For
specificcourseguidelines, seetheundergraduate Handbook for theMajor
in Interdisciplinary Studiesin Humanities. Studentswishing to declare
themajor in Interdisciplinary Studiesin Humanities must apply for ad-
missiontothe Humanitieshonorsprogram and for graduationwith hon-
orsin Humanities.

COTERMINAL PROGRAM

Each year, oneor two undergraduate students, who are exceptional -
lywell-preparedinliteratureand at | east oneforeignlanguageand whose
undergraduate course work includes a strong interdisciplinary compo-
nent, may petitionto beadmitted to the program for the purpose of com-
pleting acoterminal A.M. degree. Admissiontothisprogramisgranted
only on condition that in the course of working ontheir master’ sdegree
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they do not apply to enter the Ph.D. program in Modern Thought and
Literature. Thedeadlinefor applicationisMarch 1.
To apply, applicants submit:

1. Anunofficial gradetranscript from AXESS.

2. A*“Petitionfor Admissiontothe Coterminal Program” from Degree
Progress, in the Registrar’ s Office.

3. A statement giving thereasonsthe student wishesto pursuethispro-
gramanditsplaceinhisor her futureplans. Thisstatement should pay
particular attention to the reasons why the student could not pursue
the studies he or she desiresin some other way.

4. Aplanof study listing, quarter by quarter, each courseby name, units,
and instructor to be taken in order to fulfill the requirementsfor the
degree, including 361, at least 20 unitsof advancedwork inoneliter-
ature, and at | east 20 unitsin acoherent interdisciplinary program of
coursestaken in non-literature departments.

5. A writing sampleof critical or analytical prose.

6. Two letters of recommendation from members of the faculty who
know the applicant well and who can speak directly to the question
of hisor her ability to do graduate-level work.

REQUIREMENTS

Thecandidatefor the A.M. must complete at least 45 unitsof gradu-
ate work, to be divided in the following manner:

1. Theintroductory seminar, 361, The Modern Tradition (5 units).

2. Twenty units of advanced coursework in literature, to be approved
by the chair.

3. Twenty unitsof coursework inacoherent andindividually arranged
interdisciplinary program, to be approved by the chair.

By the end of the course of study, each candidate must also demon-
strate areading knowledge of at |east one foreign language.

GRADUATE PROGRAMS

ThePh.D. in Modern Thought and Literatureisan interdisciplinary
program combining work inmodern literary/cultural studieswith work
in one or more other modern disciplines.

ThePh.D. program is designed specifically for studentswho have a
strong interest in literature or culture, but whose approach or focus re-
quiresaninterdisciplinary program—for exampl e, studentsinterestedin
anthropological or philosophical approachesto literature and culture;
gender studies; ethnic studies; or intopicssuch aslegal humanities, pop-
ular culture, and social or cultural theory.

Modern Thought and Literatureisintended for studentswho planto
teachandwriteinliteraturedepartmentsor ininterdisciplinary programs
inthe humanities, cultural studies, or humanistic social sciences, or for
studentsintending to formulate cultural policy.

Courseworkintheprogramisdivided about evenly between advanced
coursesin literature departments and advanced courses in non-literary
departments.

MASTER OF ARTS

The Master of Artsisavailable to students who are admitted to the
doctoral program. Students are not admitted into the program for the
purpose of earning aterminal Master of Artsdegree. Candidatesfor the
Ph.D., who satisfy the committee of their progress and satisfactorily
complete45 unitsof coursework forming acoherent program of study,
may apply for an A.M. in Modern Thought and Literature.

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

University requirementsfor the Ph.D. are discussed in the “ Gradu-
ate Degrees’ section of thisbulletin.

A candidatefor thePh.D. degreein Modern Thought and Literature
must completethreeyears(ninequarters) of full-timework, or theequiv-
aent, ingraduate study beyondthe A.B. degree. Heor sheisexpected to
completeat |east 18 coursesof graduatework in addition to the disserta-
tion. At least three consecutive quarters of graduate work must betaken
at Stanford. Students may spend one year of graduate study abroad.



Requirementsfor the Ph.D. in Modern Thought and Literature are:

1. Anintroductory seminar (361), The Modern Tradition (5 units, au-
tumn) followed by 361B, The Modern Thought and Literature Col-
loquium (1 unit, winter).

2. Nine courses of advanced work inliterary studiesin one language.
Of theninecourses, at | east six must beregularly scheduled courses
inliterary studiesfocused onthe period from 1750to the present, of
whichat | east two must beregularly schedul ed seminars. Coursesin
the teaching of composition (English 396, 397), ad hoc graduate
seminars(395), research courses(398), andthesi sregistration (802)
may not becounted amongthesesix courses; 396, 397, 399, 802 may
not be counted toward these requirements under any circumstances.

3. Eight courses of advanced work in non-literature departments, the
core of which is completion of either adepartmental minor or an
interdepartmental concentration, typically consisting of six cours-
es. Department minorsareavail ablefromthedepartmentsof Anthro-
pology, Artand Art History, Communication, History, Philosophy,
Political Science, Religious Studies, and Sociology (seetherelevant
informationinthosesectionsof thisbulletin). Approvedinterdepart-
mental concentrationshavebeen establishedin popular culture, eth-
nic studies, feminist and gender studies, and science and technolo-
gy studies (specific course requirements are available from the
program office). Individually designed concentrations may be ap-
proved by petitiontothedirector. Inadditiontotherequired six cours-
esinaminor or aconcentration, two additional courses from non-
literaturedepartmentsarechosenin consultationwith each student’s
academic adviser. Course restrictions noted aboveinitem ‘2’ also
apply.

4. Qualifying Paper: thiscertifiesthat studentsarelikely to beableto
undertakethe quality of research, sustained argumentation, and co-
gentwriting demandedinadoctoral dissertation. Qualifying papers
should embody asubstantial amount of independent research, devel-
op an intellectual argument with significant elements of original
thinking, and demonstrate the ability to do interdisciplinary work.
Each paper isevaluated by two or three readers (designated before
the end of thefirst year of graduate study), one of whom must be a
member of the Committee in Charge. Qualifying papers must be
submittedtotheprogram officenolater thantheend of thethird week
of thefifth quarter of enrollment, normally, winter of thesecondyear.

5. Teaching, an essential part of the program, isnormally undertaken
in conjunction with the Department of English. Candidates are re-
quired to demonstrate competence in teaching.

6. Studentsmust demonstrate, by theend of thethird quarter of thefirst
year, areading knowledge of one foreign language and, by the be-
ginning of thefirst quarter of thethird year, areading knowledge of
one other foreign language. Reading knowledge means the ability
tomakeagenuinescholarly useof thelanguage: that is, toread prose
of ordinary difficulty.

Students may not take the University oral examination before
completion of theforeign language requirement.

7. Candidacy: at the end of the second year, studentsapply for candi-
dacy. Thefollowing qualificationsarerequired beforecandidacy can
be certified: the earlier submission of asatisfactory qualifying pa-
per, demonstration of areading knowledgeof oneforeignlanguage;
satisfactory progressin course work; alist of courses applicableto
the degree, distinguishing between courses appropriateto theliter-
ary component and coursesappropriatetotheinterdisciplinary com-
ponent; and the submission of a statement outlining the scope and
coherence of theinterdisciplinary component of the programin re-
|ationtotheliterary component and noting therelevanceof thecourse
work to that program.

8. Annual Review: the program and progress of each student must be
approved by the Committee-in-Charge at the end of each academic
year.

9. University Oral Examination: this examination, covering the stu-
dent’ sareas of concentration, normally istaken in thethird year of
graduatestudy. Itisatwo-hour oral examinationadministered by four
faculty membersspecializinginthestudent’ sareasof concentration,
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and a chair from another department. The exam is based on a sub-
stantial reading list prepared by the student in conjunction with the
faculty committee and designed to cover the areas of expertise per-
tinent to the student’ s dissertation project.

Colloquiumon the Dissertation Proposal: several weeks after the
University oral examination, or in conjunction with that examina-
tion, thedissertation committee assemblesfor upto onehour todis-
cussthedissertation proposal withthestudent. Prior tothismeeting,
the student shoul d have consulted each member of thecommitteeto
discussthe proposal and compile abibliography.

Dissertation: the fourth year is devoted to the dissertation, which
should be asubstantial and original contribution acceptable to the
CommitteeonModern Thought and Literature. Thesubjectisdrawn
fromtheliterature of speciaization and theareaof nonliterary studies.

HUMANITIES

The program participates in the Graduate Program in Humanities
leading to ajoint Ph.D. degreein Modern Thought and Literature, and
Humanities. For adescription of theHumanitiesprogram, see“ Interdis-
ciplinary Studiesin Humanities” section of thisbulletin.

COURSES

The courseslisted below are specifically sponsored by the Program
in Modern Thought and Literature or are required for the doctoral pro-
gram. For literature courses, students should consult the listings of the
variousliteraturedepartmentsat Stanford. For other offerings, students
should consultlistingsintheindividual departmentsof interest. Consent
of instructor isoften required.

Studentsinthedoctoral programin Modern Thought and Literature
are advised to read through the offeringsin the Department of English
(orintheir foreign literature of choice) aswell as offerings of the non-
literature departments in which they wish to concentrate: for example,
coursesdealingwith culturelisted under Cultural and Social Anthropol-
ogy, courses dealing with film under Communication or Art and Art
History, coursesinintellectual and cultural history under History. If the
areaof nonliterary interest isthematic rather than disciplinary, doctoral
students should look under various program listings, such as Feminist
Studies, African and African American Studies, or Comparative Stud-
iesin Race and Ethnicity.

10.

11.

75P/175P. M odern South Asia: History, Society, Cultures—(Enrall
in Cultural and Social Anthropology 75/175, History 186A.)
5 units, Win (Mancall, Pandya)

175. Individual Work—Directed reading or research for undergradu-

ates. Individual work does not count towards unit requirements for the

undergraduate major in Interdisciplinary Studiesin Humanities.
2-5units, any quarter (Staff)

190P. Sex and Gender in Classical Hollywood Cinema: Making
Woman Asian—(Enroll in Feminist Studies 140S.)
5 units, Spr (Parrefias)

190W. Humanism, Anti-Humanism, Posthumanism—Surveys cri-
tiques of humanism central to contemporary cultural studies, literary
studies, philosophy, and political theory, approaching Western human-
ism as a series of appropriations of an imagined Hellenistic past. The
post-WW |1 responseto fascism and the links made between humanism,
colonialism, and fascism by progressive scholarsand philosophers. How
concepts of the human are changing at the nexus of poststructuralism,
technoscience, and contemporary socio-political movements. Readings:
Plato, More, Bacon, Marx, Nietzsche, Forster, Homi Bhabha, Heidegger,
Adorno, Foucault, Derrida, Haraway, Deleuzeand Guattari, TrinhMinh-
ha, Rey Chow.
5 units, Spr (Weinstone)
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261B. Theories of the Postcolonial—(Enroll in Cultural and Socid
Anthropology 261B.)
5 units, Sor (Pandya)

361. GraduateColloquium: TheM oder n Tradition—(SameasCom-
parative Literature 361C.) Methodol ogical issuesregarding theinterdis-
ciplinary study of society and culture. How different disciplines have
approached ideas of modernity and postmodernity, their particular
methodol ogical rational es, debateswithin disciplines, and, how interdis-
ciplinary work might take place in the interstices of traditiona disci-
plines. Prerequisite: first- or second-year MTL graduate students, or
consent of instructor.
5 units, Aut (Palumbo-Liu)

361B. Modern Thought and Literature Colloquium—Required of
first-year graduate studentsin the program; others by consent of instruc-
tor. Weekly meeting of students in the program discusses current
scholarship and issues. Presentations by affiliated faculty and by student
panels.

1 unit, Win (Palumbo-Liu)

395. Ad Hoc Graduate Seminar s—Graduate students (three or more)
who wishto study asubject or an areanot covered by regular coursesand
seminars may plan aninformal seminar and approach asuitable member
of the faculty to superviseit.

any quarter

396L . Laboratory in Pedagogy—(Enroll in English 396L.) Required
for first-year Ph.D. studentsin English, Modern Thought and Literature,
and Comparative Literature (except for students doing their teaching in
a foreign language). Preparation for TA in undergraduate literature
courses. Focusis on leading discussions and grading papers.

2 units, Aut (Staff)

398. Resear ch Cour se—Students pursue aspecial subject of investiga-
tion under supervision of amember of the committee or another faculty
member. Thesiswork is not to be registered under this number.

any quarter

AFFILIATED DEPARTMENT OFFERINGS

Thefollowing courses, offeredin 2000-01 by faculty onthe Commit-
teein Charge of Modern Thought and Literature, may be of interest to
studentsin the program. Course descriptions can be found in the spon-
soring department’ s section of the Stanford Bulletin. Thisisnot by any
meansaninclusivelist of coursesthat can beappliedto Modern Thought
and Literature. Thelistismerely intended to provideinformation about
the breadth of interest of faculty who are on the Committee in Charge,
thereby showing the interdisciplinary nature of the program.

COMMUNICATION

125/225. Per spectiveson American Jour nalism
(Glasser)

131/231. M edia Ethics and Responsibility
(Glasser)

333G. Seminar in Communication and Culture
(Glasser) not given 2000-01

COMPARATIVE LITERATURE

24Q. Stanford Introductory Seminar: Ethnicity and Literature
(Palumbo-Liu)

115Q. Stanford Introductory Seminar: Thinking in the Present—
Discussions about 20th-Century Eur opean Philosophy
(Gumbrecht)

168. Introduction to Asian American Culture
(Palumbo-Liu)

202. Compar ative Ethnic Autobiography
(Palumbo-Liu)

325. Politicsand Culture
(Palumbo-Liu)

369E. The Disciplines of Literature
(Gumbrecht, Schnapp)

395A. Philosophical Reading Group
(Gumbrecht)

CULTURAL AND SOCIAL ANTHROPOLOGY

94. Postfield Resear ch Seminar
(Rosaldo)

150C. Introduction to Chicana/o Life and Culture
(Rosaldo, Yarbro-Bejarano)

210. Reading Theory through Ethnography
(Rosaldo)

GERMAN STUDIES

133. 20th-Century Literatureand Culture: German M oder nism
(Kenkel)

167N. Stanford Introductory Seminar: German Film to 1945
(Kenkel)

171A. Feminist Media Theories
(Kenkel)

279. Naturalism
(Kenkel)

HISTORY

18N. Stanford Introductory Seminar: Confronting |slam—The
United StatesintheMiddle East since 1967
(Beinin)

150A. African-American History to the 20th Century
(M. Thompson)

165B. 19th-Century America
(White)

187B. The Middle East in the 20th Century
(Beinin)

250. Under graduate Colloquium: American Popular Culture
(M. Thompson)

255A. Under graduate Colloquium: Culture and Ideologies of Race
(M. Thompson)

262S. Undergraduate Research Seminar: Science and High Tech-
nology in Silicon Valley, 1930-1980
(Lenair)

270S. Under graduate Research Seminar: North American Wests
(White)

274A. Under graduate Colloguium: Body Works—M edicine, Tech-
nology, and the Body in Late 20th-Century America
(Bender, Lenoir, Taylor)

286/386. Under graduate/Graduate Colloquium: Economic and So-
cial History of the Modern Middle East
(Beinin)



288/388. Undergraduate/Graduate Colloquium: Palestine and the
Arab-lsraeli Conflict
(Beinin)

458,458A. Graduate Seminar: Environmental History
(R White)

SPANISH AND PORTUGUESE
110N. Stanford Introductory Seminar: Introduction to Chicana/o
Literatureand Visual Art

(Yarbro-Bejarano)

112N. Stanford Introductory Seminar: The U.S.-Mexico Border
Region in Film and Literature
(Fox)

161. Latin American Literature
(Fox)

180E. Introduction to Chicana/o Cultural Studies
(Rosaldo, Yarbro-Bejarano)

298. Senior Seminar: Pan-American Movements
(Fox)

369. The U.S.-Mexico Border Region
(Fox)

380E. Critical Conceptsin Chicana/o Literature
(Yarbro-Bejarano)

485

o
| -
2
O
| -
9
=
5
c
O
c
(@)
=)
o
c
l—
c
| -
()
3
>




