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Stanford Graduate Fellowships 
Program in Science and Engineering 
(SGF)
Web site: http://sgf.stanford.edu

SGF competitively awards approximately 100 two- and three-year 
fellowships providing tuition support and stipend to outstanding students 
pursuing a doctoral degree in the sciences and engineering. SGF Fellows 
can explore labs in a variety of fields. Nominations for SGF fellowships 
are submitted by science and engineering departments and programs. 

Stanford Interdisciplinary Graduate 
FellowshipS (SIGF) 
Web site: http://sigf.stanford.edu

Beginning in 2008-09, the new SIGF program awards fellowships 
on a competitive basis to doctoral students engaged in interdisciplinary 
research. The fellowships enable Stanford doctoral students to pursue 
questions that cross traditional disciplinary boundaries. Nominations for 
SIGF fellowships are submitted by faculty. 

Graduate student diversity
VPGE works to diversify the graduate student population by supporting 

recruitment and retention programs in collaboration with faculty and staff 
in each of the schools. VPGE funds recruiting activities to expand the pool 
of qualified applicants, such as visits to campus and travel grants. VPGE 
offers resources to groups within and across schools for activities that en-
hance the quality of students’ educational experiences and improve reten-
tion. VPGE also works collaboratively to develop programs that cultivate 
interest in academic careers and diversify the pipeline for future faculty.

Cross-school learning 
opportunities

VPGE provides seed funding to initiatives that foster cross-school in-
teractions for graduate students. The Stanford Graduate Summer Institute 
(SGSI) offers noncredit interdisciplinary short courses exclusively for 
Stanford graduate students and postdoctoral scholars. VPGE also seeks 
to facilitate enrollment in courses outside of students’ home departments 
and schools.

Leadership, pedagogy, communication, and entrepreneurship are 
topics of interest to graduate students across the University. VPGE col-
laborates with other departments, such as the Center for Teaching and 
Learning, the Graduate Life Office, and the Writing Center to raise the 
visibility and expand the breadth of these offerings. 

Stanford Graduate Summer 
Institute (SGSI)
Web site: http://sgsi.stanford.edu

SGSI courses introduce graduate students to multidisciplinary and 
interdisciplinary thinking. Students from across the University have the 
opportunity to meet others outside their fields, to create networks and foster 
cross-disciplinary collaborations. Most SGSI courses are small and taught 
in an intensive workshop format at the end of Summer Quarter. Courses 
do not bear academic credit, nor are students charged tuition or fees.
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