Traditional and Tutorial Discussions
Side by Side
	
	Traditional Discussion
	Tutorial Discussion

	Problems are solved by
	the TA at the blackboard.
	students in small groups.

	The size of the working group is
	~20
	3-4

	Most talking and writing is done by 
	the TA.
	students.

	Most teaching happens from
	TA to student.
	student to student, with guidance from the TA.   

	The focus is on
	writing what the TA puts on the blackboard.  
	figuring out problems.  


	The TA gauges student understanding by 
	head nods, the number of closed eyelids.  
	how well students can solve problems.  

	Students ask questions 
	when the TA calls on them.  
	continually in conversation with their partners.

	When a student doesn’t attend discussion
	nobody notices.
	his or her partners have one less group member.  

	Students get to know each other
	on the way into and out of class.  
	during class.  
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