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Recent years have witnessed an explosion of research in “genetic history.” By analyzing
diversity at the molecular level, genetic anthropologists seek to reconstruct recent
population-specific genealogies. In turn, the field has generated a commercial industry in
which people can “test themselves™ to discover their racialfethnic origins and their likely
relatedness to particular individuals. From the perspective of studies of Jewish origins that
| analyze in the context of a shifting terrain of identity politics, this paper considers some
of the social and political implications of genetic history as a scientific pursuit and a cultural
practice. Who is the genetic anthropological subject? What does it mean to “know-cneself"”
on the basis of genetic anthropological knowledge? What does one actually come to know?

Nadia Abu El-Hay is Associate Professor of Anthrapolagy at Barnard College and Columbia University.
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