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SHOULD I APPLY?

This handoutis thefirst of three handous tha are important in the application process for the Fulbright
Scholarships. Thethree handous are:

1. Should I Apply?
2. Guideto Developing a StrongApplication
3. TheProcess of Applying: Campusand Nationd Deadlines, and the Campusinterview
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OVERVIEW OF THE FULBRIGHT

TheUS Student Fulbright Program is designed to give recent collegeuniversity graduaes, graduae students,
dodora candidaes, youngprofessionds and artists oppotunities for pesond and career development and
internaiond experience.

Grantee Programs and Projects

Study/Research Grants: Mog grantees plan their own programs. Projects may indudeuniversity coursework,
independent library or field research, classesin amusc conservatory or art school, specia projectsin thesoaad
or life sciences, or acombinaion. Recent projects have involved Chinese banking reform, views of climate
changein Ecuador, Idamic educationin Egypt, the produdion of opeain Germany, and recovering from fistula
repar surgey in Niger.

English Teaching Assistantships (ETA): English Teaching Assistantshipsdiffer from Study/Research grants
in tha thar primary purpo is to engage studentsin the classroomand, therefore, elaborate study/research
projects that are not required. ETAs may, however, propos small research projects or community engagement
activities that complement thar ETA fellowship and fulfills the pumpose of the Fulbright programN mutud
undestanding.

GENERAL ELIGIBILITY
¥ UScitizen at thetime of application.

¥ Bachdor's degree by the beginning dae of the grant. Applicants may nat hold a dodora degree at the
time of application.
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¥ Preference will begiven to applicants whose highe education was received primarily at educationd
inditutionsin the United States. Foreign study during thejunior year or othe peiodsof undegraduae
study are not consdered disqudifying.

¥ Sufficient proficiency in written and spoken language of the hog country to carry outthe proposd
project. Reviewers at all levels place great emphasis on the project's feasibility.

¥ Goodhedlth. Grantees will berequired to submit a satisfactory Certificate of Health from a physcian.

In additionto thegened €eligibility requirements and tho in the Fulbrightbooklet, there are many
specificationsmadefor individud counties and by grant spon®rs. Please see thewebste, or refer to thellE
Fulbright Program Book for details.

If youare an enrolled Stanford student, you MUST apply throughthe Overseas Resource Center (ORC) and
meet the campusdeadline Information, applications and advising are available at the ORC for Stanford
applicants.

As arecent Stanford graduae, you are still eligible to apply throughStanford and the ORC. The process for
recent graduaesisthesame asit isfor enrolled students and we offer the same services to alumni. Recent
graduaes also have the option of applying directly to theIngtitute of Internaiond Education (I1E) as an Cit-
large. OPlease note, however, tha the ORC staff will not beable to offer advice on essays, courses of study, etc.
to at-large applicants. At-large applicants should refer to thewebdte or the Il E Fulbright Program bodk for
more information.

THE PRE-APPLICATION

ThePre-Applicationis asimple onlineform available on the Stanford webdgte. Y ou should submit apre-
application as soonas you start thinking aboutapplying. Filling out a pre-applicationis nat a commitment to
apply, butit will automatically signyou up for themailing list so that you can begin receiving upddes and
advice ontheawards Dondworry if you are not quite sure aboutyour project (or even county of interest). Just
fill outas much information as you can. Should you decide you are not goingto apply, just let usknow.

STEPS IN THE APPLICATION PROCESS
I. Gathering Information
Thefollowingisalist of preliminary stepsto take if you are interested in applying:

Attend a Fulbright Information Session: We hold a series of information sessionsfor al interested students
throughoutwinter and spring quaters. At these sessions we will cover al of the Onsand outsO(e.g., deadlines,
procedures, resources) of preparing and applying for the Fulbright Scholarship.

Browse the Official Fulbright Website http://us.fulbrightonline.org/home.html: Start to familiarize yourself
with application process. It is extremely important to read the “country summary” of any county you are
thinking of applying to. Different countries have dightly different requirements, and you should be aware of
these requirements before you begin working on your application.
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Make an individual appointment with Katie Route: Thisis your oppotunity to ask more in-depth questions
regarding the Fulbright application process.

Read Successful Fulbright Proposals: At the ORC, there are four binde's containing Project Proposls and
Persond Statements written by Stanford Fulbright Scholars. These essays will give you an idea of therangeof
successful applications submitted in recent years. They are organized by country.

Consult your professors and advisors about your plans for graduate study: Get them acquanted with your
ideas. We can aso hdp putyou in toud with Stanford faculty, staff, and students (induding internationd
visiting scholars) who have indicated awillingness to advise students with the Fulbright application process.

I1. Making an Informed Decision: Should I Apply?

Now tha you have gahered all the appropriate information, researched the possibilities of study and research
overseas and conaulted with advisors, Y OU have adecision to make as to whether or notyou will apply. A
goodstarting point mightbeto ask yourself (and be honest!) thefollowing questions

Will I be on campus during the spring or summer to prepare my application?

If youwill nat be here during the spring or summer, you mug serioudy consde what stepsyou will need to
take before you leave campusat the end of winter or spring quater. Please be aware tha many former
applicants have foundit difficult to conault with advisors, professors, and potential recommende'slong
distance. Y ou should take care of many details before you leave campus If you areinterested in applying and
will beaway from campusduring the spring or summer, please contact the ORC.

Will I be away from campus during the fall for campus interviews and deadlines?

Many former applicants who were away from campusduring thefall have had difficulties putting together
competitive applications from submitting application materials ontime, to soliciting recommendaionsfrom
faculty. Keep in mind tha no matter how much work is doneduring the spring and summer, there are always
last minute details to complete aroundthetime of the campusdeadline and interviews. If youwill beaway from
campusduring thefall quater, PLEASE stay in close toudh with the ORC.

If you are overseas or otherwise away from campus during thefall campusinterviews, the ORC Manager may
waive your interview and submit your applicationto the Fulbright Campus Screening Committee for a pagper
review and evaluaion.

Do I find it difficult to meet deadlines or complete applications on time?

During the scholarship process, there will be numerousdeadlines that need to be metN campusdeadlines,
nationd deadlinesN where no exceptionswill bemade Applicationswhich look rushed, unpdished, and are
incomplete will be awaste of time for you, your recommenda's, and the selection committees.

Do I have the time and energy to commit to this process?
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Participaing in the Fulbright competition demandsconsderable time and energy. Mog people who have
paticipaed in the process throughitsfind stages have compared it to five units of coursework, spread out over
three quaters. For those applicants who plan ahead, the deadlinein thefirst days of Fall Quarter won't be quite
asdaunting! Mog of spring and early summer should be spent researching study optionsand meeting with
advisors and potential recommendea's. Over the summer, you may work onwriting and finetuning your essays.
Early Fall Quarter, youwill turnin your application and prepare for the campusinterview.

Do I know what I want to study overseas and why? Am I prepared to research my options?

A vital pat of any applicationisthe enthusasm for, and undestanding of, a period of study overseas. Thisis
truewhether you are applying as a graduaing senior or as an advanced gradude student. Thecore of an I1E
Fulbright applicationis theargument tha you make for theimportance of your academic study overseas. While
it istruetha the Fulbright does consder other aspects of an application, these cannottake priority over
academic gods.

Is my academic record strong enough?
TheFulbright Awards are academically compdtitive althoughthere is no minimum grade point requirement.
Do I come across as someone who is interested in things outside of the academic area?

TheFulbright does look for evidence of nonacademic interests and pursuits. Your extracurricular involvement
and achievements can bein any area (e.g., volunteer activities, student organizations work, sports), but they
should be meaningful aspects of your life and that which you are comfortable writing and talking about.

Do I know enough faculty members or advisors well enough to ask for the number of references (and
advice on essays and programs of study) required?

The Fulbright requires three academic references and, where appropriate, alanguage evaluaion. These
references should befrom those who have known you in an academic setting and can also comment on your
other characteristics.

It has been our experience tha students who are successful in these competitionsreceive very deailed
references from faculty, supevisors, advisors, etc. References should provide the selection committee with an
in-depth evaluaion of a student based on a close and often longterm relationship. References from faculty who
have taughtyou in onelargeclass often do not convey thekind of information a selection committee needs

Can I make meaningful contacts overseas?
It is extremely important tha you have at least onecontact overseas, usudly at a university. The Fulbright
commission needsto feel confident tha youwill have the suppot and guidance necessary to carry out your

propo%d project.

Am I someone who is able to move from the “micro” of my college work to the “macro” of world events
by drawing comparisons?
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Oneof thethingstha we have noticed is tha a number of very qudified applicants have had difficult
interviews because they have not been able to move from the specifics of thar academic/persond interests to
more naiond or worldly congderations For example, if you are a student whois somehow involved in medical
research, can you discuss the need for a naiond health care system? Another way of looking at thisisto ask
yourself have you consdered thebroader, sodetal implicationsof your interests.

Do I see similarities between myself and previous winners?

Conault the GFulbright Successful PropossOBinda'sin the Scholarship Section at the ORC. These sample
essays will give you agoodidea of what the past Stanford winna's are likeN wha they were involved in, wha
they studied at Stanford, what they studied (or are studying) overseas, and how they argued ther academic
proposl. Asyoulookthroughthe profiles, don'tcompare yourself in terms of having the same interests, butin
having the same commitment to interests.

If you have asked yourself theabovequestions you are now ready to make your find decision asto whether or
notyou will apply. If you are ready to begin the application process, please read on. If you have any further
guestions please contact the ORC Coordinator.

ITI. Next Steps: Getting Started on Your Application

Attend the Scholarship Workshops: If you havefilled outa pre application you will receive a schedule of
spring quater workshops

Read “Guide to Developing a Strong Application”: Stanford applicants should refer to this handou for
ingructionsand hdpful advice (on essays, activities lists, and references).

Read “The Process of Applying: The Campus and National Deadlines”: Thiswill explain when the campus
deadlineare and wha has to be submitted.

Feedback from ORC Staff: ORC staff are available throughoutspring and summer to meet with you, review
your project idess; critiqueyour essays, discussissuesthat arise from your application and, whenever possible,
direct youto faculty, staff and students aroundcampuswho will beable to serve in an advising capecity.
QUESTIONS?

¥ Try theFulbrightwebste FAQ® page hitp://usfulbrightonlineorg/thinking_fag.html

¥ For more specific questionscontact Katie Route at keroute@stanford.edu.

Goodluck!



