***PLEASE DO NOT CONTACT THE SENDER OF THIS NEWSLETTER. ***

ALL CONTACT INFORMATION IS INCLUDED WITH THE ARTICLE OR LISTED AT THE END OF
THIS NEWSLETTER. Please refer to those phone numbers for all inquiries or visit our web
site at http://icenter.stanford.edu

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT UPDATE *APRIL 2008*

Bechtel International Center, Stanford University

The article items below represent a synopsis of the issues covered in this edition of
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT UPDATE. Please take the time to scroll down to the
appropriate article and read it if the topic pertains to you. With the many changes in recent
legislation and policies, it is very important that you maintain an awareness of how these
changes may affect your time here in the United States and your eligibility for future
programs. Therefore, we offer you this newsletter recognizing and hopefully, clarifying
some critical information.
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ARTICLE 1: WELCOME

We hope you had a wonderful Spring break.

I- Center would like to welcome all the new students attending Stanford for Spring quarter.
Reminder for all new students:

Please check the web site at:
http://www.stanford.edu/ dept/icenter/ NewStudentinformation/index.html

about Maintaining your Legal Status in United States, and if you have any questions, please
see one of the I- Center advisors or e- mail internationalstudents@stanford.edu.

Please make sure that you have already submitted a copy of your immigration documents
(I-20/ DS 2019, I- 94 card, Visa, and Passport ID page)
to the I- Center.

ARTICLE 2: OPT NEW RULES/ 29- Month OPT / NEW I- 765 FORM / E- FILING

Last Friday April 4, 2008, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) released preliminary
changes to F- 1 Optional Practical training (OPT) rules. The new rules will affect all F-1
students currently on OPT and all future OPT applicants. Some students will become
eligible to extend their OPT from 12 months to 29 months (17- month extension).

The new rules also involve stricter reporting requirements for all students on OPT.

Please check the I- Center website for more information at:
http://www.stanford.edu/ dept/icenter/ practical/ 29- month- OPT- extension.htm|

Please check the following link for Questions and Answers: Extension of Optional Practical
Training Program for Qualified Students

USCIS must receive students' applications for OPT NO earlier than 90 days prior to the
completion of studies (conferral of degree) and NO later than 60 days after completion of
studies.

A new Form I- 765 is now required, and is available on the USCIS Web site at
http://www.uscis.gov/1- 765. The prior version of the form will be accepted only through
May 8, 2008 . The form and instructions have been changed to implement the new OPT
regulations.

E- filing is not available: Please note that the option to file Form |- 765 electronically for
the eligibility category (c)(3)(i) has been disabled. The option to file Form I- 765
electronically for the new eligibility categories (¢)(3)(A), (c)(3)(B), and (c)(3)(C) is currently
not available but will be available shortly. When this option becomes available, we will send
out an e- mail to let you know.

Please check the following website for more information regarding the required documents
to apply for an Post- OPT extension.
http://www.stanford.edu/ dept/icenter/ practical/ prac.html




ARTICLE 3: H- 1B WORKSHOP/ IMMIGRATION ATTORNEY ON APRIL 11

For students who would like information on H- 1B visa issues, there will be a special H1-B
workshop at the I- Center tomorrow Friday April 11.

This workshop is presented by:
Adam Green, Immigr ation Attorney

When: Friday, April 11, 2:30-5:00 p.m.

Where: |- Center Assembly room
(1st floor, back conference room / through courtyard)

Please check this link for USCIS Reaches FY 2009 H-1B Cap

Please check this link for GCap- GapORelief for Students with Pending H- 1B Petitions

Before attending the workshop, please read the FAQ to familiarize yourself with the
material that will be covered at:
http://www.stanford.edu/ dept/icenter/ visas/ fag/ hlfag student.html

ARTICLE 4: TAX RETURN DEADLINE

The deadline for filing taxes is April 15". For more information on tax related issues
please check the Onternal Revenue ServiceOat: http://www.irs.gov/

Please check our web site at the following link to use CINTAX Complete International Tax
Preparation Software:
http://www.stanford.edu/ dept/icenter/ CINTAX link.html

NOTE: I- Center staff cannot answer tax questions or provide a listing of private tax
preparers, but recommends checking through the "yellow pages" in the phone book under
"tax consultants & representatives” for additional help.




ARTICLE 5: PRACTICAL TRAINING (EMPLOYMENT AUTH.) WORKSHOPS FOR
F AND JSTUDENTS
Workshops are continually added on the I- Center web site. Please check the website prior
to attending these presentations.
http://www.stanford.edu/ dept/icenter/ new/ workshops.html

For F- 1 students:

Practical Training Workshops have been scheduled to be held at the I- Center Assembly
room at 3pm for the following dates:

April 18 (Friday)
April 22 (Tuesday)
April 30(Wednesday)
May 2 (Friday)

May 6 (Tuesday)
May 12 (Monday)
May 21 (Wednesday
May 27 (Tuesday)
June 2 (Monday)
June 11 (Wednesday)
June 20 (Friday)

For J- 1 students

Academic Training Workshop has been scheduled to be held at the I- Center Assembly
room at 3pm for the following date:

* June 3 (Tuesday)
Please review the following web site prior to attending the J 1 presentation.
http://www.stanford.edu/ dept/icenter/ visas/ student/j- 1/ acad.html

This site contains information regarding on- campus employment, J 1 (DS-2019) program
extensions, and academic training (off- campus employment prior to and after graduation).

ARTICLE 6: NATIONAL SECURITY ENTRY- EXIT REGISTRATION SYSTEM (NSEERS) / SPECIAL
REGISTRATION

Some student are subject to Special Registration which is a system that lets the government
keep track of non-immigrants who come to the U.S. every year.

If you do not comply with the special registration requirements or other terms of your
admission to the United States during your stay, you will be considered out of status. You
may be subject to arrest, detention, fines and/ or removal from the United States, and any
future application for an immigration benefit from the United States may be denied.



If you are subject to special registration, you must register your departure before you
depart. In order to do that, you must appear in person before an inspecting officer at a
designated port of departure and leave from that port on the same day.

Please make sure that your departure airport has a Customs and Border Protect Field
Office and also make sure their office is open before your departure.

Please check the location, and office hours for all DESIGNATED PORTS OF DEPARTURE
(POD) FOR SPECIAL REGISTRATION at http://www.ice.gov/ pi/ specialregistration/ then
click on ONalkaway MaterialsO

San Francisco International Airport has a Customs and Border Protect (CBP) office:
The office is located on the second floor, adjacent to the international arrivals waiting area
in the International Terminal. Registrants arriving at the G side of the international parking

lot can go to the international terminal by way of the 3rdfloor walkway. After proceeding
down the long moving walkway, registrants can go down the escalator and proceed to the
second floor. They will follow signs directing them to the International Arrivals Area. The
office is located just past the information booth on the right.

Address: Terminal G, Second Floor San Francisco, California 94128

Telephone: (650) 837-2876 Hours of Operation: 8:00AM B12:00AM

ARTICLE 7: GRADUATION REQUIREMENT / EXTENSION

If your visa document expires on June 15, 2008 (please check section 5 of your

I-20 or section 3 of your DS-2019), and if you are not graduating this quarter, you
need to request an extension of your visa document.

Please submit all of the required documents for your extension request to the I- Center
BEFORE your I- 20 or DS 2019 expires.

F- 1 students: If you have applied for post- completion OPT, your I-20 may have been
shortened.

If you are not graduating this quarter, you must apply for an I- 20 extension even if
you have applied for post- completion OPT.

Specific instruction regarding extensions can be found at:

http:// www.stanford.edu/ dept/icenter/ InternationalStudents/ index.html

If you have already completed all the required classes for your degree, you need to petition
to graduate.

The I- Center will not extend your I- 20 if you have already completed all the required
courses for your degree.

ARTICLE 8: INTERNATIONAL WEEK / MAY 3 11, 2008
Each year we take time to celebrate being international at Stanford.
This year we invite you to join us for International Week 2008 as we explore some of the

many cultures and ideas that contribute to the diversity of campus.
Everyone is welcome and we would love you to join us.



For more information about the program and schedule, please check the I- Center website
at:
http://www.stanford.edu/ dept/icenter/iweek/

ARTICLE 9: FORM |- 515A COMPLIANCE

If you have received a Form I-515A (Notice to Sudent or Exchange Visitor) at the Port Of
Entry, the student or exchange visitor needs to report to one of the Designated School
Official (DSO) or Alternate Responsible Officer (ARO) at I- Center immediately. The DSO or
ARO will help you by providing the proper guidance or documentation required to complete
the submission process within 30 days of your entry into the United States. If these
documents are not received within the given time frame (30 days), you will risk violating
your legal status.

The documentation is to be MAILED by USPS, FEDEX, or UPSto:
Student and Exchange Visitor Program (SEVP)

ATTN: Form |- 515A Processing Team

Chester Arthur Building

425 | Street, NW, Suite 6034

Washington, DC 20536

Once the documents are received by mail they will be processed and returned within 10 to
15 business days.

ARTICLE 10: TRAVEL OUTSIDE THE US DURING SUMMER VACATION
Your visa document must be signed by I- Center Advisor for U.Sre- entry.

If you're an F visa holder and are planning a trip out of the U.S,, don't forget to check page
3 of your I- 20 before you depart. If the document has not been SIGNED on page 3 within
the past year for travel, you must request a travel signature from an I- Center advisor. An
actual *signature*, not just the typed name on page 3 is necessary. PLEASE NOTE: If your
I-20 has been signed on page 3 within the past year, you do NOT need a new signature.
Keep in mind that the signature is valid for ONE YEAR, FOR MULTIPLE ENTRIES. For
students who are on post- completion practical training, however, the signature is valid for
six months, not one year.

For Jvisa holders, the DS2019 must be signed in the Travel Validation box in the lower
right- hand corner of the front of the form.

If you are a student who is considering leaving the United States during summer break and
if you will need to obtain a new visa stamp in your passport to return to the U.S. you need
to be aware that there can be considerable delays of several months in obtaining a new
visa if your application is subject to a background check.

Please ensure that you make an appointment with the U.S. Consulate as soon as possible
and that you have all the necessary documents.



ARTICLE 11: SUMMER ENROLLMENT
F- 1 visa holders are not normally required to be enrolled during summer.

However, there are certain instances when summer enrollment *IS* required.
Here is a list of such circumstances:

> The student® FIRST quarter at Stanford is summer quarter.

> It is the student@ FINAL quarter, i.e. the student will graduate at the end of summer
quarter.

» The student took a leave of absence (more than 5 months) and will be in the U.S.
during summer.
(If you are not enrolling during summer, please contact the I-Center in order to
review your case)

» The student is employed under Curricular Practical Training (CPT) and therefore must
be enrolled in an appropriate CPT course.

Every year there are a few students who graduate at the end of summer quarter who fall
out of status because they failed to enroll. Don® let this happen to you! Keep in mind that
if you will graduate at the end of summer you must ENROLL during summer quarter.
Ssummer won® be your vacation quarter BUT your graduation quarter.

And, if your I- 20 indicates a completion date at the end of Summer quarter and you know
now that you will neither graduate by that date nor will you enroll during summer quarter,
DONJ FORGET TO APPLY FOR A PROGRAM EXTENSION!

ARTICLE 12: STANFORD POLICE PRESENTATION ON PUBLIC SAFETY ISSUES

The Stanford police will give a talk on public safety issues next week on April 15 from
7pm-8pm at the Bechtel International Center Dining room.

Come and meet Deputy Allen James from Stanford® Department of Public Safety
where hedl be discussing topics covering:

the wide range of services offered by the Stanford police force,
what to expect when coming in contact with the police,

biking on campus,

theft prevention and what happens when you call the police,
what to do when witnessing suspicious activity,

domestic violence and relationship abuse

and more E

KK KKK K

Q & A session




ARTICLE 13: UPDATE YOUR SECONDARY E- MAIL IN AXESS

New SEVISreporting requirement make critical for us to be able to contact you after
graduation.

Please enter a secondary non- Stanford e- mail address in AXESS make sure it is one that
will be frequently checked.

ARTICLE 14: HOW TO REACH US
I- Center main phone number: (650) 723- 1831

WEB Site: http://icenter.stanford.edu

Email: internationalstudents@stanford.edu

Spouse/ Partner events: http://icenter.stanford.edu/ families/

Immigration Advising Hours: http://www.stanford.edu/ dept/icenter/ GenIinfo/imm-
advising- hours.html

Document pick- up is available from the second floor reception desk from 10 am to 5 pm
Monday - Friday

Note: There will be no immigration advising at I- Center on Friday May 23, 200 8
The I- Center building will be closed on Monday May 26" (Memorial Day)

THIS CONCLUDES THE APRIL 2008 EDITION OF INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS UPDATE.



