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English 215: What is Tragedy?

In their efforts to define the spirit of tragedy, critics from Aristotle to Nietzsche rely on a few critical touchstones.  Their favorite plays change as their theories changes.  We will read the major theorists of tragedy side by side with the plays that embody their critical ideals.  

Books ordered

The following books are available at the Stanford Bookstore.  Many of these are available used and at lower cost from online sources like abebooks.com and amazon.com.  Please feel free to order these books online if you prefer.  The most economical alternative in a few cases may be to make photocopies of particular pp. from the copy in the library.

Aristotle, Poetics, trans. Malcolm Heath, Penguin Classics, ISBN-10: 0140446362.

Bradley, A.C.  Shakespearean Tragedy ISBN-10: 0230001890

Euripides, Bacchae and Other Plays, trans. James Morwood, ed. Edith Hall, Oxford World's Classics, ISBN-10: 019283875x.

Hegel, Hegel on Tragedy, ed. Anne Paolucci, Griffin House, ISBN-10: 0918680913.

Geoge Lillo, The London Merchant, Players Press, ISBN-10: 088734285x

Nietzsche, Friedrich.  The Birth of Tragedy and The Case of Wagner, trans. Walter Kaufmann, Vintage, ISNB-10: 0394703693.

Shakespeare, William. Hamlet.  Pelican. ISBN 0140714545.

Shakespeare, William.  Macbeth.  Pelican.  ISBN-10: 0140714782.

Sophocles, Antigone, Oedipus the King, Electra, Oxford World's Classics, ed. Edith Hall, trans. H. D. F. Kitto, ISBN-10: 0192835882.

Sophocles, Sophocles, II, ed.Richmond Lattimore and David Grene.  ISBN-10: 0226307867.

Racine, Jean.  Phaedra, trans. Richard Wilbur, Harvest Books.  ISBN-10: 015675780X.

Vernant, Jean-Pierre and Pierre Vidal-Naquet, Myth and Tragedy in Ancient Greece, trans. Janet Lloyd, Zone Books ISNB-10: 0942299191.

Other readings

Any assigned readings that are not contained in the books ordered will be supplied to you on a CD-Rom (referred to as the “reader” on the syllabus) once enrollment in the class has stabilized.
Requirements and Basis for Grades

Attendance and participation 25%; 1st paper (5-6 pp.) 30%; final paper (8-10pp.) 45%.  Graduate students may submit a single, sustained essay of 15-25 pp. if they prefer.

Schedule

Attic Tragedy: A Taxonomy
Tu Jan 8
Introduction to the course

Th Jan 10
Aristotle, Poetics, secs. 1-3.3 (1447-49a), 4-5.6 (1449b-52a), 6.2, 6.5 (1452b), 8.6 (1456a), 10.3 (1459b-60a), 12-12.2 (1462a-b); Sophocles, Ajax
Tu Jan 15
 Aristotle, Poetics, 6.2-6.4 (1452a-b), 7-8.1 (1452b-54b); Sophocles, Oedipus Rex
Th Jan 17
Aristotle, Poetic, 8.2-8.5 (1454b-55b); Euripides, Iphigenia in Tauris; Lorenzo Giacomini, selections from On Purgation in Tragedy (reader)
From Neo-classical to Bourgoeis Tragedy
Tu Jan 22
Selections from Castelvetro, d'Aubignac, and Rapin (reader); Racine, Bérénice, Acts 1-3

Th Jan 24
Racine, Bérénice, Acts 4-5

Tu Jan 29
Racine, Phèdre, Acts 1-3

Th Jan 31
Racine, Phèdre, Acts 4-5
Tu Feb 5
Lessing, selections from Hamburg Dramaturgy (reader); George Lillo, The London Merchant, Acts 1-3
Th Feb 7
George Lillo, The London Merchant, Acts 4-5

Mon Feb 11
First paper due 5 pm

Idealist and Romantic Tragedy: Conflict and Character

Tu Feb 12  
Schelling, "Tenth Letter on Dogmatism and Criticism"; Hegel, The Philosophy of Fine Art in Hegel on Tragedy, pp. 1-9 (ending at b. Dramatic Composition), 44-93, 132-35, 237; A.C. Bradley, "Hegel's Theory of Tragedy," in Hegel on Tragedy, esp. pp. 367-77.

Th Feb 14
Sophocles, Antigone

Tu Feb 19
Schlegal, selections (reader); A. C. Bradley, "The Substance of Shakespearean Tragedy," in Shakespearean Tragedy, pp. 1-30; Hamlet, Acts 1-2

Th Feb 21
Shakespeare, Hamlet, Acts 3-5
Tu Feb 26
Shakespeare, Macbeth, Acts 1-2; Bradley, "Macbeth"

Th Feb 28 
Shakespeare, Macbeth, Acts 3-5; Mack, "What Happens in a Shakespearean Tragedy?" (reader)
Modernist Tragedy: Violence, Ritual, and the Structure of Myths
Tu Mar 4 
Nietzsche, Birth of Tragedy, pp. 33-89, 104-21.
Th Mar 6
Gilbert Murray, "Excursus on the Ritual Forms Preserved in Greek Tragedy," in Jane Ellen Harrison, Themis; Euripides, The Bacchae

Tu Mar 11
Euripides, The Bacchae
Th Mar 13
Jean-Pierre Vernant, "Tension and Ambiguity in Greek Tragedy" and "Ambiguity and Reversal: On the Enigmatic Structure of Oedipus Rex," both in Myth and Tragedy in Ancient Greece; Froma I. Zeitlin, "Playing the Other: Theater, Theatricality, and the Feminine in Greek Tragedy" (reader).

Th Mar. 20
Final papers due by 5 pm  




