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Saikat Majumdar

English 362A (Graduate Seminar)
Office: Margaret Jacks Hall 415 (phone: 650-723-2726)

Office hours: Monday 4-5 PM; Wednesday 2-3 PM, and by appointment

Email: majumdar@stanford.edu  

The Postcolonial and the Global

Has the recent proliferation of discourses on globalization sounded the death knell of the disciplinary domain traditionally known as “postcolonial studies?” Is it possible to talk about postcoloniality today without also referring to the phenomenon of globalization? Is the difference between the two essentially a matter of temporal focus, with globalization intent on studying current and future realities, and postcolonial studies retaining a stronger allegiance to past history? Or is it predominantly a matter of spatial distribution of power, with postcolonial critiques directed at post-Renaissance European colonialism, and globalization studies concerned with the mainly economic, neo-colonial hegemony of the US – and maybe in a not too distance future, Asian powers like China? Is postcolonial theory, as Michael Hardt and Antonio Negri call it, “a very productive tool for rereading history, but…entirely insufficient for theorizing contemporary global power?” What relation, if any, does this contemporary global power have with “historicism,” which, according to Dipesh Chakrabarty, “enabled European domination of the world in the nineteenth century?”

The first part of the course will examine the philosophical and ideological forces behind global power in the different historical periods that have preoccupied theorists of colonialism and globalization. In the second half we shall the ways in which such power, and the resistance against them have transformed the contemporary study of the humanities.    

Required texts

Hannah Arendt, Imperialism, Michael Hardt and Antonio Negri, Empire, Dipesh Chakrabarty, Provincializing Europe, Frederick Cooper, Colonialism in Question, Gayatri Spivak, Death of a Discipline
A small packet of essays will also be distributed to the class. 
Assignments: One set of discussion questions, to be presented on a day of your choice. One final paper (15-20 pages) on a topic of your choosing, for which you should previously submit a proposal and an annotated bibliography. 

Evaluation: Discussion Questions: 20%; Attendance and Participation: 20%; Final Paper Proposal + Annotated Bibliography: 20% Final Paper: 40%.

Jan 9
Introduction. Aijaz Ahmad, “Literature among the Signs of Our Time”

Jan 16
Hannah Arendt, Imperialism (“The Political Emancipation of the Bourgeoisie”, “Race-Thinking Before Racism”, “Race and Bureaucracy”)

Jan 23
Michael Hardt and Antonio Negri, Empire (pp. 1-204)
Jan 30
Michael Hardt and Antonio Negri, Empire (pp. 205-413)

Feb 6
Dipesh Chakrabarty, Provincializing Europe (“Introduction: The Idea of Provincializing Europe”, Chapter 1: Postcoloniality and the Artifice of History”), James Ferguson, “Decomposing Modernity: 

History and Hierarchy after Development”
Feb 13
Dipesh Chakrabarty, Provincializing Europe (Chapter 2: “Two Histories of Capital”, Chapter 3: “Translating Life-Worlds into Labor and History”, Chapter 4: “Minority Histories, Subaltern Pasts”, Epilogue: “Reason and the Critique of Historicism”)
Feb 20
Frederick Cooper, Colonialism in Question (“Introduction”, “The Rise, Fall and Rise of Colonial Studies, 1951-2001”, “Identity”, “Globalization”), Ali Behdad: “On Globalization, Again!”
Feb 27
Frederick Cooper, Colonialism in Question (“Modernity”, “States, Empires and Political Imagination”, “Conclusion: Colonialism, History, Politics”), Vilashini Cooppan: “The Ruins of Empire: The 

National and Global Politics of America’s Return to Rome”; Timothy Brennan: “The 

Economic Image-Function of the Periphery”
March 5
Gayatri Spivak, Death of a Discipline (Chapters 1 & 3)

March 12
Proposal Workshop. Please circulate your essay proposal and annotated bibliography in class by Friday, March 7.
Final papers due March 19 in my mailbox in the English Department
