Course Title:  “There’s No Place Like Home:  Geography, Time, and Trauma in Asian American Literature”

Professor Stephen Hong Sohn

Stanford University

English Department
E-mail:  ssohn@stanford.edu
Office Hours: (11-12 a.m.?/Tuesday/Thursday and by appointment) 

Office Location:  460-422 (Margaret Jacks Hall, 450 Serra Mall)

Winter 2008
Time and Place:

Tuesday/Thursday

1:15 p.m. – 3:05 p.m.


TBD
Course Description:  Perhaps it is no surprise that so many Asian American texts operate from a narrative organized around the search for a home, however that location might be defined.  Asian Americans have been historically defined in the pre-1965 period as the alien other, at one point unable to own property and therefore literally excluded from the possibilities of owning the very structures they inhabited.  This psychic displacement is at the heart of this seminar course.  We will investigate the ways in which Asian American characters and personages within various cultural productions navigate labyrinthine worlds often violently reconstructed and reformulated.  As such, we will consider the possibility that there really is “no place like home” for various Asian American subjects.  However damaging this potentiality might sound, the writers themselves find a productive capacity to represent these various tales and lyrics, suggesting a more nuanced framework from which to situate loss, trauma, and melancholia.  Julie Otsuka’s novel, When the Emperor Was Divine, delves into the problematics of the Japanese American internment experience but subverts our understanding of a linear narrative in her fragmented story told from the viewpoints of different characters.  Sun Yung Shin and Lee Herrick’s respective poetry collections, Skirt Full of Black and This Many Miles From Desire will confront us with the intricacies of transracial/transnational Korean adoptions.  In Chay Yew’s drama collection, The Hyphenated American, we will concentrate upon the ways in which the queer Asian American faces literal expulsion from the home site.  Lan Samantha Chang’s haunting novella, Hunger, will lead us into the dark side that unmasks and disintegrates the model minority myth.  We will be thinking about how to extend psychoanalytic and trauma theories brought forth by Sigmund Freud, Anne Anlin Cheng, David Eng, Cathy Caruth, Judith Lewis Herman, among others to think about questions of “home” in Asian American literature.   To that end, we will also consistently constellate around the query:  is there an Asian American literary home?  Major reading selections will also include:  Meena Alexander’s Raw Silk, Dao Strom’s Grass Roof, Tin Roof, Leonard Chang’s The Fruit ‘N Food, Cecilia Manguerra Brainard’s When the Rainbow Goddess Wept, among others.  

Required Texts:*

Hunger by Lan Samantha Chang

Grass Roof, Tin Roof by Dao Strom

The Fruit ‘N Food by Leonard Chang

When the Rainbow Goddess Wept by Cecilia Manguerra Brainard

Skirt Full of Black by Sun Yung Shin

This Many Miles from Desire by Lee Herrick

The Hyphenated American by Chay Yew

Child of War by Genny Lim

For Dust Thou Art by Timothy Liu

Raw Silk by Meena Alexander

When the Emperor Was Divine by Julie Otsuka

The Reluctant Fundamentalist by Mohsin Hamid

*All texts will be placed on 2-hour reserve at the Stanford Library.  If cost of course texts will be an issue, please consider alternative options including the use of this reserve service, as well as purchasing reduced priced used copies from appropriate internet venues.  

Attendance:  Attendance is required.  

Participation:  This will make up 20% of your final grade.  Participation includes coming to class with a couple of questions/comments prepared based upon the previous day’s reading.  Each seminar participant will also be expected to moderate two different days of seminar discussion.  

Short Response Papers:  5 short response papers (1 page each) due at the end of each 2nd week (with the exception of the first week’s response paper and discounting the 10th week).  These response papers make up 10% of your final grade.  Response papers reflect your meditation on one major theoretical, historical, or critical question that has interested you in that week’s reading assignment.  

Papers:  There are two major paper assignments.  The first will be an outline and accompanying annotated bibliography, worth 15% of your grade, of at least 10 non-web based, academic sources for the longer research paper.  The final paper, 10-12 pages, will be worth 50% of your final grade.  In addition to paper submissions, any papers generated for the course must ALSO be submitted electronically to my e-mail address.  

Self-Evaluation:  1-2 page assignment turned in at the conclusion of the course in which the student must evaluate his or her performance or trajectory over the course of the academic quarter.  This assignment is worth 5% of your final grade.  
Office Hours:  As always, my office hours are at your disposal.  Please use them as a resource so that I may further help you individually in the assignments.  If you cannot make my specified office hours, I will be happy to make an appointment with you.  If you need to reach me, you can e-mail me at ssohn@stanford.edu.  Please make an effort just to drop by at least once during the summer quarter.  

Grading:  All papers and major assignments must be completed to pass this class.  Breakdown of grade components:  5 short Response Papers = 10%; Self-Evaluation = 5%; Participation = 20%; Outline & Annotated Bibliography = 15%; Final Research Paper = 50%.  
Academic Integrity:  Please do not plagiarize or engage in any dubious academic activities.  If you have questions concerning how to properly cite other works within your paper, please see me or e-mail me or consult your MLA handbooks.  Plagiarism and or other acts of dubious academic activity will result in failure of the assignment and the course and possible disciplinary action from the university that could include suspension or expulsion.  

Reading Schedule and Major Assignments

*Note:  While there are a dozen books for this course, a fair number of them are fairly short poetry collections, some of which may be excerpted.  The course is frontloaded with the most reading occurring in the first half of the quarter and then tapering off towards the conclusion.  

Legend:

1/3 = complete 1/3 of the text

2/3 = complete 2/3 of the text

complete = complete whole text

electronic file = selection will be available as an PDF
Week One
The Ghostly Asian American Home
Jan
8
Introductions, Sigmund Freud’s “Mourning and Melancholia.”
10 
Lan Samantha Chang, Hunger (complete); brief selection from David L. Eng and Shinhee Han’s “A Dialogue on Racial Melancholia” (electronic file)
Short Response Paper

Week Two
Fragmenting the Japanese American Internment
Jan
15
Julie Otsuka, When the Emperor Was Divine (2/3)
17
Julie Otsuka, When the Emperor Was Divine (1/3), Anne Anlin Cheng, “Introduction” to The Melancholy of Race (electronic file)

Short Response Paper

Week Three
Third Forms of War
Jan 
22
Dao Strom, Grass Roof, Tin Roof (2/3)

24
Dao Strom, Grass Roof, Tin Roof (1/3)

Week Four
Fictions of Family and Interracial Conflict
Jan
29
Leonard Chang, The Fruit ‘N Food (2/3)

31
Leonard Chang, The Fruit ‘N Food (2/3); Cathy Caruth, “Introduction” to Unclaimed Experience, Judith Lewis Herman, chapter selection from Trauma and Recovery

Short Response Paper

Week Five
Transnational Asian/American Literature

Feb 
5
Cecilia Manguerra Brainard, When the Rainbow Goddess Wept (2/3)


7
Cecilia Manguerra Brainard, When the Rainbow Goddess Wept (1/3)
Week Six
Post-9/11 in Asian American Narrative and Poetics (Week 1)

Feb 
12
Mohsin Hamid, The Reluctant Fundamentalist (complete)


14
Meena Alexander, Raw Silk (complete)

Short Response Paper

Week Seven
Post-9/11 in Asian American Poetics 
Feb
19
Timothy Liu, For Dust Thou Art (complete)


21
Genny Lim, Child of War (complete)

Annotated Bibliography + Outline Due

Week Eight
Transnational Adoption Poetics
Feb
26
Lee Herrick, This Many Miles From Desire (complete)

28 Sun Yung Shin, Skirt Full of Black (complete) 

Short Response Paper

Week Nine 
Dramatizing the Loss of Home
Mar
4
Chay Yew, Wonderland, from The Hyphenated American (2/3)
29
Chay Yew, Wonderland, from The Hyphenated American (1/3); Karen Shimakawa, “Introduction” to National Abjection
Week Ten 
Paper Presentations
Dec. 
4
Paper Presentations


Paper Presentations

Self-Evaluation Due

Final Research Paper
Documents to be Available through Electronic File as Supplementary Materials for your Research Benefit:

Sigmund Freud’s “The Uncanny”

Dominick La Capra’s “Introduction” to Writing History, Writing Trauma

Elaine Scarry’s “Introduction” to The Body and Pain

David L. Eng’s “Introduction” to Racial Castration

Kathleen Brogan’s Ghosts and Ethnographers

Avery F. Gordon’s “Introduction” to Ghostly Matters

Kali Tal, Introduction to Worlds of Hurt

