English 136B: Samuel Taylor Coleridge and Romantic Genius

T, Th, 3:15–5:05, 160-331

Professor: Denise Gigante

Office Hours, T, Th, 1:30 – 3:00; 460-329

dgigante@stanford.edu; (650) 493-1860

Required Texts: 


Friedrich Schiller, Letters on the Aesthetic Education of Man (Oxford) 

Immanuel Kant, Critique of Judgment, ed. Pluhar

Coleridge’s Poetry and Prose (Norton) = N

The Cambridge Companion to Samuel Taylor Coleridge = CC

The Portable Emerson

Handouts:


William Wordsworth, Preface to Lyrical Ballads (1802)


William Hazlitt, "My First Acquaintance with Poets"; "Mr. Coleridge"

Coleridge, "On Poesy and Art"


Sydney E. Alstrohm, "Ralph Waldo Emerson and the Transcendentalists"
** All secondary reading must be completed by Wednesday of the week assigned.

Week 1 
The Idea of Genius     

1/8

Introduction, Schiller, Letters 2, 4

1/10

Immanuel Kant, Critique of Judgment §43-51 (pp. 170-88)

Week 2: 
The Idea of Genius II

1/15

Schiller, Letters on the Aesthetic Education of Man (letters 11-15)
1/17

Letters on the Aesthetic Education of Man (letters 24-27)

Kelvin Everest, “Coleridge’s Life” (CC)

Week 3:
Lyrical Ballads

1/22

William Wordsworth, Preface to Lyrical Ballads (handout)
1/24
Coleridge, "Rime of the Ancient Mariner"; Chapter [13] of Biographia Literaria (N)

William Hazlitt, "Mr. Coleridge" (handout)

Week 4:
Conversation Poems

1/29

The Nightingale, Frost at Midnight, Eolian Harp (N)

1/31

Fears in Solitude, To Wordsworth (N)

Paul Magnuson, “The ‘Conversation’ Poems (CC)

Week 5:
Odes and Sonnets  

2/5
 "To Thomas Poole of Stowey"; "Ode on the Departing Year"; “Dejection: An Ode"; “Ode To France” (N)

2/7
Sonnet Effusions (I-VI, XX, XXII, XXXV); Poems (1797): IV, IX, X



James C. McKusick, “Symbol” (CC)

<< Paper (7-8pp) due Friday 2/9 by 5:00pm >>

Week 6:
Autobiography:  Biographia Literaria
2/12 

Part I: chapters 1-4, 10-13 (N)

2/14

Part II: chapters 14, 16-29 (N)

James Engel, “Biographia Literaria” (CC)

Week 7:
Aesthetic Theory and Criticism

2/19

On Poesy or Art (handout); On Hamlet; On Dramatic Illusion (N)

2/21

Essays on the Principles of Genial Criticism (2, 3: N) 

Angela Esterhammer, “The Critic” (CC)

Week 8:
Religious Thinker

2/25
From “Aids to Reflection”  (N)
Hazlitt, "My First Acquaintance with Poets"

2/27

Mary Ann Perkins, “Religious Thinker”

Week 9:
The American Genius
3/4
 Emerson, The American Scholar
3/6

 Emerson, Self-Reliance



Alstrohm, "Ralph Waldo Emerson & the Transcendentalists"
Week 10:
The American Genius II

3/11

Emerson, The Over Soul, The Poet

3/13

Emerson, Compensation, Experience

<< Paper (10-12pp) due Friday 3/15 by 5:00pm >>

~ Course Requirements ~

Two Papers:
These papers should consider the form(s) "genius" can take, that is to say, the relation between Coleridge's (or Schiller's, Emerson's, &c.) peculiar character––alternately, ideas, philosophy––and literary expression. Please incorporate secondary criticism from at least one source. You may use the Cambridge Companion and/or handouts.

· 7-8 pp. on material, weeks 1-5: due Friday, 2/9.  (25%)

· 8-10 pp. on material, weeks 6-10: due Friday, 3/15. (30%)

Class Participation:
The success of this class will depend on active, lively engagement with the texts we will be reading. Attendance and spoken involvement in seminar discussion is mandatory. If you must be absent due to illness, please email me before class so that I will not deduct points from your final grade.  (25%)

In addition, please sign up for two in-class presentations: You may choose to focus on (1) the idea of the Poet (as genius) in the reading; or (2) the idea of the Self. (10% ea)

NB: grade percentages are given as guidelines, not absolutes. 

