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According to the 2000 Census, 12.3 percent of California’s population identified as Asian. By
comparison, Asians comprise only 4.2 percent of the total population in the United States. Across
the country, the Asian population has grown over the past ten years. In California, this
population increased between 35.2 and 51.9 percent, depending on whether single- or multiple-
response race data from the 2000 Census are contrasted with the 1990 data. The most recent
decennial survey was the first one on which individuals were permitted to identify with more
than one group. Hence, there are several ways in which data on the Asian population can be
summarized—e.g., people who identified with one Asian group, more than one Asian group, or
Asian in combination with other races. In this report, “race” is used when referring to macro-
groups such as Asian, Black, White, and so on. Of course, there is enormous ethnic heterogeneity
in the broadly-defined Asian population, much of which is not reflected in the census data due to
limitations in the categories provided as survey response options. In addition, it should be noted
that some of the groups identified in the census and in this report are more descriptively
nationalities than races or ethnicities. This report summarizes available Census 2000 data on the
Asian population in California, by county, region, and place within the state. It also examines the
prevalence of some specific Asian groups and rates of change between 1990 and 2000.

The Overall Asian Population of California, in 1990 and 2000

The map, Asians in California Counties, 2000, summarizes the percentage of each county’s
population that identified as Asian, whether alone or in combination with other races and/or
multiple Asian groups. In general, the largest percentages of Asians (between 22 and 33) reside in
the counties of San Francisco, Santa Clara, Alameda, and San Mateo, while the smallest
percentages (between 0.6 and 3) live in the northern and eastern parts of the state. Figure 1
summarizes these data regionally for the following eight regions of California (regional population
totals listed in parentheses):

e Northern Counties (1,122,483): Butte, Colusa, Del Norte, Glenn, Humboldt, Lassen, Lake,
Mendocino, Modoc, Nevada, Plumas, Shasta, Sierra, Siskiyou, Sutter, Tehama, Trinity, Yuba

e Sacramento Metropolitan Area (1,796,857): El Dorado, Placer, Sacramento, and Yolo

e San Francisco Bay Area (6,783,760): Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, Napa, San Francisco, San
Mateo, Santa Clara, Solano, Sonoma

e Eastern Mountain Counties (179,291): Alpine, Amador, Calaveras, Inyo, Mariposa, Mono,
Tuolumne

e Central Valley (3,302,792): Fresno, Kern, Kings, Madera, Merced, San Joaquin, Stanislaus,
Tulare

e Coastal Counties (2,109,823): Monterey, San Benito, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Santa
Cruz, Ventura

e Los Angeles (9,519,338): Los Angeles

e Southern Counties (9,057,304): Imperial, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Diego.

In addition to Asian alone or combination percentages for each region, Figure 1 also shows the
percentage of people who identified as Asian alone (meaning with only one Asian group). At the
high end of the spectrum, 20.9 percent of people residing in the San Francisco Bay Area region
identified as Asian (whether with one Asian group, multiple Asian groups, or in combination
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Figure 1: Percent Asian By Region of California, 2000
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with other races. At the low end, 1.3 percent of people living in the Eastern Mountain Counties
region of the state identified as Asian. As illustrated in the figure, the Asian percentages are all
slightly lower if one focuses on people who only identified with only one Asian group. Statewide
in California, 10.9 percent of the population identified with one Asian group, and an additional
1.4 percent identified with multiple Asian groups and/or as Asian in combination with other
races; these numbers are smaller for the U.S. overall, at 3.6 and 0.6 percent, respectively.

Table 1 details these data by county, showing the percentage who identified as Asian alone (with
one Asian group) or Asian alone or in combination with other races and/or multiple Asian groups.
Included here are the total population counts as well as 1990 data. To examine growth in the
Asian population between 1990 and 2000, Figure 2 summarizes rates of change for each region of
the state. Three percentages are included: the first represents the percent change in the total
population (not just Asians) since some regions of the state have experienced more growth than
others over the last decade (between 20.5 percent in the Central Valley and 7.4 percent in Los
Angeles), the second is the percent of change in people identified as Asian alone over the past ten
years, and the third is the percent of change in the Asian population using the Asian alone or in
combination data from the 2000 survey.

The percentage of change in the regional population of people identified as Asian alone ranges
from 10.0 in the Coastal Counties to 21.3 in the Sacramento Metropolitan Area, whereas the
percent of change in the Asian population (using alone or in combination data from the 2000
Census) spans from 33.0 in the Central Valley region to 115.6 percent in the Eastern Mountain
Counties. Though California on a state-level has a larger percentage of Asians than in the U.S.
overall, it experienced smaller rates of change (35.2 and 51.9 percent) in its Asian population
between 1990 and 2000 than the country as a whole (48.3 and 72.2 percent) despite similar rates of
change in the total population (13.8 percent for California, and 13.2 for the U.S.).

Asian Ethnicities

Thus far in this report, data have been presented regarding the overall Asian population in
California. In this section, populations of specific Asian groups are considered. On both the 1990
and 2000 census surveys, Asian groups provided as response options included: Asian Indian,
Cambodian, Chinese, Filipino, Hmong, Korean, Japanese, Laotian, Thai, and Vietnamese. On
the 2000 Census, several Asian groups with smaller populations in California and throughout the
U.S. were added, including: Bangladeshi, Indonesian, Malaysian, Pakistani, Sri Lankan, and
Taiwanese.

To show the percentage of change in Asian populations between 1990 and 2000—for the ten
groups included on both surveys—Figure 3 presents data for California and the larger U.S.. It
should be noted here that these percentages were calculated using the Asian alone or in
combination population counts for 2000. In California, five of the ten Asian groups had between
44.5 and 53.0 percent change in their populations, including Korean, Thai, Chinese, Filipino, and
Hmong. Two groups that had higher rates of change were Vietnamese (72.7 percent) and Asian
Indian (125.3 percent). And, three groups had smaller rates of change over the last ten years:
Japanese (26.2), Cambodian (24.0), and Laotian (12.1). The rates of change in the population of



Table 1: Percent Asian By County in 1990 and 2000

COUNTY
San Francisco
Santa Clara
Alameda
San Mateo
Solano
Orange

San Joaquin
Los Angeles
Sacramento
Sutter
Contra Costa
Yolo

San Diego
Fresno
Yuba
Merced
Monterey
Ventura
Marin

San Bernardino
Stanislaus
Santa Barbara
Santa Cruz
Riverside
Kern
Sonoma
Butte

Kings
Tulare
Placer
Napa
Glenn

San Benito
San Luis Obispo
Del Norte
El Dorado
Imperial
Shasta
Humboldt
Madera
Colusa
Mendocino
Mono
Siskiyou
Alpine
Amador
Calaveras
Lake
Nevada
Inyo
Mariposa
‘Tuolumne
‘Tehama
Lassen
Modoc
Plumas
Trinity

Sierra

Sources: Census 1990 (STF 1) and Census 2000 (SF 1)

2000

Total Population

% Asian alone

% Asian alone or in combination
with other races

(1 Asian group) (1 or more Asian groups)
776,733 30.8 32.6
1,682,585 25.6 27.5
1,443,741 204 2.6
707,161 20.0 221
394,542 12.7 15.4
2,846,289 13.6 14.9
563,598 11.4 13.6
9,519,338 11.9 13.1
1,223,499 11.0 13.0
78,930 11.3 13.0
948,816 11.0 12.9
168,660 9.9 11.7
2,813,833 8.9 10.5
799,407 8.1 9.2
60,219 7.5 8.9
210,554 6.8 8.0
401,762 6.0 7.7
753,197 5.3 6.5
247,289 4.5 5.8
1,709,434 47 5.7
446,997 4.2 5.5
399,347 4.1 5.2
255,602 3.4 4.7
1,545,387 3.7 4.6
661,645 3.4 4.2
458,614 31 4.1
203,171 3.3 4.1
129,461 3.1 4.0
368,021 3.3 4.0
248,399 29 3.9
124,279 3.0 39
26,453 3.4 39
53,234 2.4 3.7
246,681 2.7 3.6
27,507 23 3.0
156,299 21 29
142,361 2.0 2.6
163,256 1.9 2.4
126,518 17 23
123,109 1.3 1.9
18,804 1.2 1.9
86,265 1.2 1.8
12,853 1.1 1.7
44,301 1.2 1.6
1,208 0.3 15
35,100 1.0 15
40,554 0.9 14
58,309 0.8 1.3
92,033 0.8 1.3
17,945 0.9 1.3
17,130 0.7 1.2
54,501 07 12
56,039 0.8 1.2
33,828 0.7 1.1
9,449 0.6 1.0
20,824 0.5 0.9
13,022 0.5 0.9
3,555 0.2 0.6




Figure 2: Percent Change in Total Population and Asian Population By Region of California, 1990 to 2000
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specific Asian groups for the U.S. overall are larger. In general, a similar pattern to that of
California is evident in the growth of these groups in the country, with Korean, Thai, Chinese,
and Filipino groups showing relatively mid-range change (between 53.8 and 68.1 percent), and
Laotian, Cambodian, and Japanese showing relatively lower percentages of change in the
populations (between 33.0 and 39.8). The most noticeable difference is that Hmong—in addition
to Vietnamese and Asian Indian—experienced the largest rates of growth over the last decade
(between 99.1 and 133.0 percent).

Figure 3: Percent Change in Asian Populations, 1990 to 2000
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Tables 2 and 3 summarize the population percentages for each of the six largest Asian groups in
California and the U.S,, respectively. Both 1990 and 2000 data are included. As noted earlier in
this report, people were only allowed to identify with one group on the 1990 Census, whereas on
the 2000 Census they could identify with more than one (i.e., with more than one Asian group
and/or with more than one race). Thus, there is one column of data provided for 1990 and three
for 2000.

In a brief issued by the Census Bureau (U.S. Department of Commerce, 2002), The Asian
Population: 2000, the percentage of each of these six Asian groups that identified as Asian alone
versus Asian in combination with another race and/or more than one Asian group were
calculated. On a national level, the percentage of people identified as Asian in combination with
another race and/or more than one Asian group are as follows: Japanese 30.7, Filipino 21.8,
Chinese 15.4, Korean 12.3, Asian Indian 11.6, and Vietnamese 8.3.



Table 2: The Largest Asian Groups in California, in 1990 and 2000
(as a percentage of the total population)

1990 2000
% Asian alone or in
combination with
% Asian alone % Asian alone % Asian alone other races
(1 Asian group) (1 or more Asian (1 or more Asian
groups) groups)
Filipino 2.5 27 2.8 32
Chinese 2.4 2.7 29 3.1
Vietnamese 0.9 1.3 1.4 1.4
Korean 0.9 1.0 1.0 1.1
Asian Indian 0.5 0.9 1.0 1.1
Japanese 1.1 0.9 0.9 1.2

Sources: Census 1990 (STF 1) and Census 2000 (SF 1)

Table 3: The Largest Asian Groups in the U.S., in 1990 and 2000
(as a percentage of the total population)

1990 2000
% Asian alone or in
combination with
% Asian alone % Asian alone % Asian alone other races
sian grou or more Asian or more Asian
1 Asian group 1 Asi 1 Asi
groups) groups)

Filipino 0.6 0.7 0.7 0.8
Chinese 0.7 0.8 0.9 1.0
Vietnamese 0.2 0.4 0.4 0.4
Korean 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.4
Asian Indian 0.3 0.6 0.6 0.7
Japanese 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.4

Sources: Census 1990 (STF 1) and Census 2000 (SF 1)

Table 4 shows the percentage of change in Asian populations over the past ten years for each
county in California. County-level data are included for the six largest Asian groups as well as for
the total Asian population, and the total population. These calculations use the 2000 data for
people identified with each Asian group, whether alone or in combination with another Asian
group and/or another race. In the table, a dash (--) indicates that no one identified with that group
on both the 1990 and 2000 censuses; in instances in which the 1990 population size was zero, but
there were people identified with that group in 2000, the 2000 population count is listed. Also
provided is a set of maps, Percent Change in Largest Asian Groups, 1990 to 2000, to summarize the
population changes using standardized breaks in shading. Counties on the map shaded with
stripes and no text indicate that a population size of 0 in both 1990 and 2000; striped counties with
text indicate the 2000 population size in places where the 1990 count was zero.



Table 4: Percent Change in the Largest Asian Groups Between 1990 and 2000, By County in California

Chinese Filipino Japanese Asian Indian Korean Vietnamese };(())tal lAs.lan Total.
COUNTY pulation Population
Alameda 73.8 54.8 37.3 208.8 67.2 97.1 77.2 12.9
Alpine 100.0 400.0 200.0 - - - 260.0 8.5
Amador 114.3 230.8 113.2 300.0 45.8 475.0 164.4 16.8
Butte 233 126.3 93.7 18.9 52.6 48.3 69.5 11.6
Calaveras 171.0 232.3 214.0 475.0 440.0 400.0 220.3 26.7
Colusa 82.8 337.5 11.9 -22.3 28.6 -55.6 18.1 15.5
Contra Costa 50.4 71.8 50.4 110.6 53.2 73.3 63.8 18.1
Del Norte 311.8 103.6 146.2 40.5 42.9 -23.1 99.3 17.3
El Dorado 200.4 51.6 120.8 300.8 129.1 355.2 100.0 24.1
Fresno 24.7 81.8 10.8 80.4 66.1 36.1 29.9 19.8
Glenn 70.0 47.6 228.6 24.6 -60.0 0.0 26.6 6.7
Humboldt 58.9 145.2 77.3 95.0 37.9 85.2 37.8 6.2
Imperial 30.9 66.0 209.2 82.5 116.9 248.4 81.4 30.2
Inyo -10.6 25.8 47.5 25.0 128.6 50.0 37.3 -1.8
Kern 30.1 61.0 89.2 244.0 57.4 56.8 74.0 21.7
Kings 37.4 55.3 299 2115 115.5 77.1 53.6 27.6
Lake 85.7 138.2 115.3 100.0 127.8 200.0 95.8 15.2
Lassen 37.2 87.3 6.5 107.7 10.5 -37.5 55.3 22,6
Los Angeles 36.6 35.1 6.4 62.6 34.2 42.3 34.5 7.4
Madera 11.2 82.5 56.1 244.6 122.5 104.5 98.1 39.8
Marin 53.2 80.4 51.3 153.2 67.1 50.0 57.2 7.5
Mariposa 31.8 105.9 127.6 266.7 10.0 -50.0 96.3 19.8
Mendocino 20.8 122.1 58.3 203.4 5.4 354.5 77.6 7.4
Merced 25.0 56.0 13.4 28.5 16.0 3.8 14.1 18.0
Modoc 600.0 766.7 100.0 Naowo=2 66.7 0.0 244.4 2.4
Mono 95.7 66.7 108.6 Naow=7 133.3 Naowo=2 80.5 29.1
Monterey 34.1 31.0 25.6 126.3 -3.5 -0.4 22.0 13.0
Napa 49.9 63.3 29.5 141.6 30.4 31.4 50.3 12.2
Nevada 62.2 184.9 108.7 476.9 95.7 127.8 109.0 17.2
Orange 47.8 97.7 40.6 100.3 63.0 96.5 76.1 18.1
Placer 198.6 191.0 99.4 506.3 198.4 200.0 172.9 43.8
Plumas 38.2 257.1 37.8 125.0 37.5 Nooo=6 77.6 5.5
Riverside 77 .4 110.7 86.0 111.9 61.8 59.9 84.4 32.0
Sacramento 39.8 95.1 29.1 191.7 46.6 88.4 73.6 17.5
San Benito 334.6 150.1 91.3 316.0 214.7 347.1 153.1 45.1
San Bernardino 68.5 99.3 57.8 100.0 379 63.2 77.7 20.5
San Diego 86.2 51.3 62.4 141.0 114.3 72.9 60.0 12.6
San Francisco 25.9 7.4 21.3 116.0 39.5 32.6 22.4 7.3
San Joaquin 24.6 70.3 24.0 82.5 76.1 -7.9 31.3 17.3
San Luis Obispo 47.6 48.4 36.0 128.8 46.1 65.1 50.7 13.6
San Mateo 65.4 48.7 31.3 160.2 58.1 52.9 55.8 8.9
Santa Barbara 39.6 34.2 18.8 97.0 39.0 30.8 323 8.0
Santa Clara 88.8 42.7 32.5 247.9 52.1 94.2 81.4 12.4
Santa Cruz 59.5 47.8 20.2 169.3 41.0 78.9 46.0 11.3
Shasta 92.3 208.5 110.2 162.5 75.0 157.5 54.3 11.0
Sierra 600.0 100.0 -100.0 - 0.0 Naowo=5 83.3 7.1
Siskiyou 102.0 321.4 333 330.8 77.8 100.0 109.9 1.8
Solano 53.8 51.8 64.5 90.3 44.6 106.1 51.5 15.9
Sonoma 85.8 137.2 69.3 183.6 68.1 108.6 91.6 18.1
Stanislaus 57.7 107.3 79.9 66.8 325 18.1 35.4 20.6
Sutter 75.4 90.7 19.1 80.9 77.4 217.1 72.2 225
Tehama 323 165.9 67.3 769.2 4.9 60.0 116.3 12.9
Trinity 128.6 55.6 -11.8 400.0 0.0 Nooo=4 44.3 -0.3
Tulare 11.7 26.3 10.0 48.7 47.6 62.8 11.8 18.0
Tuolumne 138.5 144.2 93.1 309.1 -7.9 15.0 89.5 12.5
Ventura 48.2 49.6 48.9 98.1 31.5 46.0 49.4 12.6
Yolo 88.5 86.7 28.2 122.1 57.6 88.4 70.4 19.5
Yuba 24.2 33.4 4.9 -6.9 27.6 46.0 13.0 3.4

Sources: Census 1990 (STF 1) and Census 2000 (SF 1)
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To contextualize these county-level data regarding growth in the six largest Asian groups, change
percentages for the overall Asian population in each county are also mapped in Percent Change in
Asian Population, 1990 to 2000. This map can be compared with the map presented earlier in this
report depicting the percentage of people identified as Asian in each county of the state; together

they illustrate that the counties with the largest population percentages of Asians in 2000 are not

necessarily the counties with the largest rates of growth or change in the Asian population over
the past decade.

Large Asian Communities in California

Within counties, the demographics of individual communities vary. To highlight the prevalence

of Asians in individual communities of California, Tables 5 and 6 list cities/areas in the state with
the largest percentages (at least 33.3) and numbers (over 31,500) of Asians, respectively. Both
tables use counts of people identified as Asian, whether alone or in combination with other race
groups or multiple Asian ethnicities. The label ‘CDP’ after the city/area name indicates a census
designated place, defined by the Census Bureau as: “a densely settled concentration of population
that is not within an incorporated place, but is locally identified by a name” (U.S. Department of
Commerce, 2001).

Table 5: Cities/Areas with Largest Percentages of Asians

Table 6: Cities/Areas with Largest Numbers of Asians

Lvm | e
combination) Population combination) Population
Rank | Place Rank | Place

1 Monterey Park 63.6 60,051 1 Los Angeles 407,444 3,694,820
2 Cerritos 60.7 51,488 2 San Jose 257,571 894,943
3 Walnut 57.7 30,004 3 San Francisco 253,477 776,733
4 Milpitas 54.3 62,698 4 San Diego 189,413 1,223,400
5 Daly City 53.6 103,621 5 Fremont 80,979 203,413
6 Rowland Heights CDP 523 48,553 6 Sacramento 77,008 407,018
7 San Gabriel 50.5 39,804 7 Oakland 66,400 399,484
8 San Marino 50.3 12,945 8 Long Beach 63,181 461,522
9 Rosemead 50.0 53,505 9 Stockton 55,887 243,771
10 Alhambra 48.8 85,804 10 Daly City 55,495 103,621
11 Arcadia 47.2 53,054 11 Fresno 54,051 427,652
12 Union City 46.9 66,869 12 Garden Grove 53,224 165,196
13 | LaPalma 4638 15,408 13 | Irvine 46,251 143,072
14 Cupertino 46.3 50,546 14 Sunnyvale 45,105 131,760
15 Hercules 45.4 19,488 15 Anaheim 43,220 328,014
16 South San Gabriel CDP 45.1 7,595 16 Torrance 42,919 137,946
17 Diamond Bar 44.8 56,287 17 Alhambra 41,870 85,804
18 East San Gabriel CDP 42.6 14,512 18 Monterey Park 38,205 60,051
19 Temple City 40.3 33,377 19 Westminster 34,860 88,207
20 Fremont 39.8 203,413 20 Glendale 34,241 194,973
21 Westminster 39.5 88,207 21 Milpitas 34,070 62,698
22 Broadmoor CDP 38.0 4,026 22 Santa Clara 32,171 102,361
23 Hacienda Heights CDP 37.7 53,122 23 Santa Ana 31,897 337,977
24 Foster City 34.9 28,803 24 Vallejo 31,723 116,760
25 Sunnyvale 34.2 131,760 25 Union City 31,371 66,869

Source: Census 2000 (SF 1)

Source: Census 2000 (SF 1)
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Table Set 7: Places with the Largest Percentages of People Identified with Asian Groups in California, 2000

ASIAN INDIAN CHINESE FILIPINO
Place % TotalA Place % TotalA Place % TotalA
population population population
South Woodbridge CDP 21.44 2,825 Monte Sereno 42.32 3,483 Daly City 33.87 103,621
Livingston 13.04 10,473 Alhambra 33.96 85,804 Hercules 26.92 19,488
Fremont 10.63 203,413 San Fernando 33.71 23,564 Vallejo 23.21 116,760
Sunnyvale 10.20 131,760 San Lucas CDP 32.34 419 Colma town 22.25 1,191
Union City 9.26 66,869 Rosemead 31.76 53,505 Broadmoor CDP 21.78 4,026
Cupertino 8.99 50,546 Arcadia 28.17 53,054 Union City 20.51 66,869
Santa Barbara 8.95 92,325 East Richmond Heights CDP 26.39 3,357 Carson 20.31 89,730
Live Oak 8.38 6,229 Rowland Heights CDP 25.63 48,553 National City 18.81 54,260
Tierra Buena CDP 8.33 4,587 Temple City 25.57 33,377 South San Francisco 18.38 60,552
Kerman 7.95 8,551 Walnut 25.23 30,004 Delano 16.41 38,824
Yuba City 7.17 36,758 Cupertino 23.48 50,546 Milpitas 16.37 62,698
Milpitas 7.17 62,698 South San Francisco 22.79 60,552 Poplar-Cotton Center CDP 16.11 1,496
Emeryville 6.29 6,882 San Dimas 20.61 34,980 Walnut Grove CDP 15.25 669
Caruthers CDP 6.28 2,103 Hacienda Heights CDP 19.57 53,122 Rollingwood CDP 15.03 2,900
Raisin City CDP 6.06 165 Hillsborough town 18.48 10,825 American Canyon 14.31 9,774
Foster City 5.97 28,803 Santee 17.55 52,975 Suisun City 13.77 26,118
Biola CDP 5.88 1,037 Mill Valley 17.17 13,600 Walnut 13.04 30,004
Cerritos 5.86 51,488 Foster City 17.09 28,803 Cerritos 12.74 51,488
Bradbury 5.26 855 North El Monte CDP 16.77 3,703 West Carson CDP 12.22 21,138
Artesia 4.88 16,380 South Oroville CDP 15.95 7,695 Lathrop 11.98 10,445
Stanford CDP 4.82 13,315 Diamond Bar 15.61 56,287 Pinole 11.26 19,039
Mount Shasta 4.53 3,621 Daly City 14.65 103,621 Artesia 11.03 16,380
Los Altos Hills town 4.43 7,902 Fremont 14.33 203,413 Rodeo CDP 10.86 8,717
Newark 4.41 42,471 Albany 14.30 16,444 Boronda CDP 10.79 1,325
Waldon CDP 4.31 5,133 Milpitas 13.47 62,698 La Presa CDP 10.40 32,721
Diamond Bar 4.27 56,287 Highlands-Baywood Park CDP 13.30 4,210 Hayward 10.31 140,030
Santee 4.25 52,975 El Cerrito CDP 13.16 23,171 Pacifica 10.22 38,390
Laguna Hills 3.97 31,178 Stanford CDP 13.07 13,315 Pittsburg 10.15 56,769
Bowles CDP 3.85 182 Los Altos Hills town 13.03 7,902 West Covina 9.96 105,080
Hercules 3.81 19,488 Piedmont 12.58 10,952 Lemoore Station CDP 9.95 5,749
Black Point-Green Point CDP 3.69 1,143 Cerritos 12.39 51,488 Orosi CDP 9.89 7,318
JAPANESE KOREAN VIETNAMESE
Place % Total' Place % Toml, Place % Toml,
population population population

Gardena 12.89 57,746 Cerritos 17.69 51,488 Westminster 31.62 88,207
Torrance 11.63 137,946 La Palma 17.43 15,408 Garden Grove 22.11 165,196
South San Gabriel CDP 10.06 7,595 La Crescenta-Montrose CDP 14.01 18,532 Milpitas 13.66 62,698
Rancho Palos Verdes 8.94 41,145 La Canada Flintridge 11.31 20,318 Rosemead 13.41 53,505
Rolling Hills Estates 8.73 7,676 Diamond Bar 10.20 56,287 Fountain Valley 13.38 54,978
Monterey Park 8.09 60,051 Rowland Heights CDP 7.87 48,553 San Jose 9.26 894,943
El Cerrito 5.56 23,171 Fullerton 7.38 126,003 Stanton 8.33 37,403
La Palma 5.50 15,408 Torrance 7.15 137,946 San Gabriel 7.99 39,804
Foster City 5.40 28,803 Glendale 6.57 194,973 Alondra Park CDP 6.54 8,622
Cupertino 5.26 50,546 Buena Park 6.53 78,282 Monterey Park 6.41 60,051
West Carson CDP 5.17 21,138 Gardena 6.49 57,746 Alhambra 6.28 85,804
Palos Verdes Estates 5.10 13,340 Hacienda Heights CDP 5.75 53,122 South San Gabriel CDP 5.99 7,595
Walnut Grove CDP 5.08 669 Irvine 5.53 143,072 Santa Ana 5.89 337,977
Kensington CDP 4.36 4,936 Cypress 5.51 46,229 El Monte 5.83 115,965
Highlands-Baywood Park CDP 4.25 4,210 Marina 5.23 25,101 Seven Trees CDP 5.64 1,666
Irvine 4.25 143,072 Rancho Palos Verdes 5.18 41,145 Florin CDP 5.39 27,653
Culver City 4.13 38,816 Hawaiian Gardens 5.15 14,779 Santa Clara 4.93 102,361
South Pasadena 4.11 24,292 La Mirada 5.06 46,783 Lawndale 4.73 31,711
Albany 3.98 16,444 Johnsville CDP 4.76 21 Elk Grove CDP 4.47 59,984
Cerritos 3.97 51,488 West Carson CDP 4.60 21,138 Montclair 3.84 33,049
East Richmond Heights CDP 3.66 3,357 Artesia 4.57 16,380 Rollingwood CDP 3.52 2,900
Laguna West-Lakeside CDP 3.60 8,414 Walnut 4.36 30,004 Vineyard CDP 3.47 10,109
Lomita 3.49 20,046 Cupertino 4.34 50,546 Union City 3.45 66,869
Cypress 3.40 46,229 Albany 4.32 16,444 Tustin 3.41 67,504
Montebello 3.37 62,150 Angwin CDP 4.19 3,148 Irvine 3.31 143,072
Rolling Hills 3.37 1,871 Stanford CDP 3.92 13,315 Anaheim 3.22 328,014
Redondo Beach 3.36 63,261 Garden Grove 3.90 165,196 South El Monte 3.12 21,144
Los Altos 3.32 27,693 Rolling Hills Estates 3.86 7,676 East Foothills CDP 3.11 8,133
Fountain Valley 3.29 54,978 South Pasadena 3.76 24,292 Alum Rock CDP 3.09 13,479
East San Gabriel CDP 3.29 14,512 Los Alamitos 3.38 11,536 Orange 3.06 128,821
Sunnyvale 3.23 131,760 Arcadia 3.35 53,054 Marina 3.03 25,101

Shading indicates the place has at least four times the state's overall percentage of the group.

Source: Census 2000 (SF 1)
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Asian Indian

1 Los Angeles 29,604
2 San Jose 28,301
3 Fremont 21,618
4 Sunnyvale 13,443
5 Santa Clara 9,163
6 San Diego 7,936
7 Sacramento 6,838
8 San Francisco 6,616
9 Union City 6,195
10 Hayward 5,141
Filipino
1 Los Angeles 113,793
2 San Diego 86,920
3 San Jose 55,120
4 San Francisco 45,793
5 Daly City 35,099
6 Vallejo 27,098
7 Long Beach 21,502
8 Stockton 19,232
9 Carson 18,223
10 Chula Vista 15,001
Korean
1 Los Angeles 95,106
2 Glendale 12,800
3 San Jose 10,393
4 Torrance 9,864
5 Fullerton 9,301
6 Cerritos 9,109
7 San Francisco 8,706
8 San Diego 8,339
9 Irvine 7,913
10 Garden Grove 6,439
Sri Lankan

1 Los Angeles 1,800
2 Anaheim 167
3 Torrance 152
4 San Jose 150
5 San Diego 144
6 Pasadena 121
7 Irvine 112
8 Long Beach 112
9 San Francisco 96
10 Burbank 89

Source: Census 2000 (SF 1)

Total
Population
3,694,820
894,943
203,413
131,760
102,361
1,223,400
407,018
776,733
66,369
140,030

Total
Population
3,694,820
1,223,400
894,943
776,733
103,621
116,760
461,522
243,771
89,730
173,556

Total
Population
3,694,820
194,973
894,943
137,946
126,003
51,488
776,733
1,223,400
143,072
165,196

Total
Population
3,694,820
328,014
137,946
894,943
1,223,400
133936
143,072
461,522
776,733
100,316

Bangladeshi
Los Angeles 1,629
San Jose 224
Glendale 118
Fremont 112
Long Beach 102
Anaheim 88
Sunnyvale 77
San Diego 72
San Francisco 57
Tustin 48
Hmong
Fresno 20,390
Sacramento 12,610
Stockton 5,401
Merced 4,464
Parkway-South Sacramento CDP 2,553
Linda CDP 2,174
Clovis 1,728
San Diego 1,518
Florin CDP 950
Chico 921
Laotian
San Diego 7,003
Sacramento 6,876
Fresno 6,575
Stockton 3,367
Oakland 3,206
Richmond 2,108
Visalia 1,962
Merced 1,846
San Jose 1,813
Redding 1,437
Taiwanese
Arcadia 4,731
Los Angeles 4,200
Irvine 3,341
Rowland Heights CDP 3,295
Hacienda Heights CDP 3,157
Diamond Bar 2,611
San Jose 2,431
Fremont 2,372
Cerritos 2,333
Walnut 2,028

Total
Population
3,694,820
894,943
194,973
203,413
461,522
328,014
131,760
1,223,400
776,733
67,504

Total
Population
427,652
407,018
243,771
63,893
36,468
13,474
68,468
1,223,400
27653
59,954

Total
Population
1,223,400
407,018
427,652
243,771
399,484
99,216
91,565
63,893
894,943
80,865

Total
Population
53,054
3,694,820
143,072
48,553
53,122
56,287
894,943
203,413
51,488
30,004

Cambodian
Long Beach 20,262
Stockton 10,202
San Jose 4,886
San Diego 4,545
Fresno 4,522
Los Angeles 4,364
Oakland 3,237
Modesto 2,880
Santa Ana 2,013
San Francisco 1,358

Indonesian
Los Angeles 3,258
San Francisco 1,142
San Jose 767
Loma Linda 728
San Diego 634
San Bernardino 597
Anaheim 477
Alhambra 475
Rancho Cucamonga 380
Arcadia 378

Malaysian
Los Angeles 355
San Diego 294
San Francisco 244
San Jose 198
Alhambra 91
Fremont 85
Long Beach 67
Anaheim 65
Fresno 58
Monterey Park 51

Thai

Los Angeles 11,398
San Francisco 1,638
San Diego 1,300
Long Beach 967
San Jose 776
Cerritos 694
Glendale 669
Anaheim 515
West Covina 513
Irvine 493

Table Set 8: Places with the Largest Number of People Identified with Asian Groups in California

Total
Population
461,522
243,771
894,943
1,223,400
427,652
3,694,820
399,484
188,856
337,977
776,733

Total
Population
3,694,820
776,733
894,943
18681
1,223,400
185401
328,014
85,804
127743
53,054

Total
Population
3,694,820
1,223,400
776,733
894,943
85,804
203,413
461,522
328,014
427,652
60,051

Total
Population
3,694,820
776,733
1,223,400
461,522
894,943
51,488
194,973
328,014
105080
143,072

Chinese
San Francisco 160,113
Los Angeles 69,668
San Jose 55,543
Oakland 34,139
Fremont 29,145
Alhambra 29,139
San Diego 26,016
Monterey Park 25,411
Sacramento 21,450
Rosemead 16,995

Japanese
Los Angeles 45,176
Torrance 16,048
San Jose 15,353
San Francisco 14,618
San Diego 13,953
Sacramento 8,710
Gardena 7,445
Irvine 6,075
Monterey Park 4,856
Long Beach 4,363

Pakistani
Los Angeles 2,423
Fremont 1,294
San Jose 1,252
Sacramento 1,004
Stockton 822
Torrance 717
Lodi 707
San Francisco 636
Anaheim 601
Irvine 581

Vietnamese

San Jose 82,834
Garden Grove 36,532
San Diego 29,665
Westminster 27,887
Los Angeles 22,156
Santa Ana 19,919
San Francisco 12,874
Anaheim 10,559
Oakland 9,658
Milpitas 8,566

Total
Population
776,733
3,694,820
894,943
399,484
203,413
85,804
1,223,400
60,051
407,018
53,505

Total
Population
3,694,820
137,946
894,943
776,733
1,223,400
407,018
57,746
143,072
60,051
461,522

Total
Population
3,694,820
203,413
894,943
407,018
243,771
137,946
56999
776,733
328,014
143,072

Total
Population
894,943
165,196
1,223,400
88,207
3,694,820
337,977
776,733
328,014
399,484
62,698
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To identify the largest population percentages of specific Asian groups, Table Set 7 lists the areas
where each of the six largest groups reside: Asian Indian, Chinese, Filipino, Japanese, Korean, and
Vietnamese. Shading in this table indicates all the areas in which the population percentage is at
least four times that of the overall state. Similarly, Table Set 8 presents data on areas in California
with the largest number of people identified with each group included on the 2000 Census.

Summary Findings

o Statewide in California, 10.9 percent of the population identified with one Asian group, and an
additional 1.4 percent identified with multiple Asian groups and/or as Asian in combination
with other races; these numbers are smaller for the overall U.S., at 3.6 and 0.6 percent,
respectively. Regionally in California, at the high end of the spectrum, 20.9 percent of people
residing in the San Francisco Bay Area identified as Asian (whether with one Asian group,
multiple Asian groups, or in combination with other races); at the low end, 1.3 percent of
people living in the Eastern Mountain Counties of the state identified as Asian.

® The percentage of change over the past decade in the regional population of people identified as
Asian alone ranges from 10.0 in the Coastal Counties to 21.3 in the Sacramento Metropolitan
Area, whereas the percentage of change in the Asian population (using alone or in combination
data from the 2000 Census) spans from 33.0 in the Central Valley region to 115.6 percent in the
Eastern Mountain Counties.

e Though California on a state-level has a larger percentage of Asians than the overall U.S., it
experienced smaller rates of change (35.2 and 51.9 percent, depending on whether Asian alone or
alone or in combination data are considered from the 2000 Census) in its Asian population
between 1990 and 2000 than the country as a whole (48.3 and 72.2 percent, again, depending on
which Asian identifications are counted); this is despite similar rates of change in the total
population (13.8 percent for California, and 13.2 for the U.S.).

e In California, five of the ten Asian groups included on both the 1990 and 2000 censuses
recorded between 44.5 and 53.0 percent change in their populations over the past decade:
Korean, Thai, Chinese, Filipino, and Hmong. Two groups that had higher rates of change were
Vietnamese (72.7 percent) and Asian Indian (125.3 percent). And, three groups displayed
smaller change percentages over the past ten years: Japanese (26.2), Cambodian (24.0), and
Laotian (12.1).

® The Census Bureau reports that on a national level, the percentage of people identified as Asian
in combination with another race and/or more than one Asian group are as follows (for the six
largest Asian groups): Japanese 30.7, Filipino 21.8, Chinese 15.4, Korean 12.3, Asian Indian 11.6,
and Vietnamese 8.3 (U.S. Department of Commerce, 2002).
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