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This report summarizes Census 2000 data on housing occupancy, households, and families in the 
ten largest cities of the San Francisco Bay Area, noting differences across race groups when possible.  
It provides a snapshot of how people are living within households and families, the average sizes of 
these groups, and the presence of children within them.  Cities considered in this brief include: San 
Jose, San Francisco, Oakland, Fremont, Hayward, Sunnyvale, Concord, Vallejo, Daly City, and 
Berkeley.  For a county-level analysis of similar data, see Report No. 2 of this series, Households and 
Families in the San Francisco Bay Area. 
 
Reading this report, it will be helpful to keep in mind several census definitions (Population 
Reference Bureau & the Annie E. Casey Foundation, 2001): 
 
Housing Unit: A house, an apartment, a mobile home or trailer, a group of rooms, or a single room 
occupied as a separate dwelling. 
 
Household: One or more people occupying a housing unit as their usual place of residence; the 
occupants may be a single family, one person living alone, two or more families living together, or 
any other group of related or unrelated people who share living arrangements. 
 
Family: A householder and one or more other people living in the same household who are related 
by birth, marriage, or adoption. 
 
Householder: The person, or one of the people, who own or rent the home.  If there is no such 
person present, any household member 15 years old or over can serve as the householder for the 
purposes of the census. 
 
Also important to note, the federal government continues to collect data about race and 
Hispanic/Latino origin in separate questions of the decennial survey.  Census data on households 
and families have been tabulated with information about race and Hispanic/Latino origin separately 
by the Census Bureau and are presented as such in this report. 
 
Housing Occupancy 
 
Table 1 summarizes rates of housing occupancy and vacancy in the ten largest cities of the Bay Area, 
including types of occupied housing (owner vs. renter) and types of vacant housing (for sale, for 
rent, etc.).  Across these cities, vacancy rates are low, ranging from 1.7 percent in Daly City and 1.9 
percent in San Jose to 4.9 percent in San Francisco.  Overall in the Bay Area1, when census data 
were collected in 2000, only 0.4 percent of the total housing stock was for sale, and 1 percent was 
for rent2.  In California statewide, the vacancy rate is 5.8 percent, with 0.8 percent of the housing 
stock for sale and 1.6 percent available for rent. 

 

                                                 
1 “Bay Area” in this report includes the counties of Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Clara, and 
Solano. 
2 Of course, recent changes in the economy have impacted the Bay Area housing market.  Though vacancy rate estimates for January 
2001 calculated by the California State Department of Finance, Demographic Research Unit (July 2001), seem to be similar to those 
evident from the Census 2000 data, information on home sales compiled by the Silicon Valley Association of Realtors (October 2001) 
gives a more detailed picture of shifts in the the home buyers’ market.  For example, in Santa Clara and San Mateo counties, median 
home prices peaked around February of 2001 and seem to be on the decline.  In addition, since the census data were collected in April 
of 2000, the number of home sales per month and the average length of time homes are on the market have decreased (as of October 
2001). 
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Table 1: Housing Occupancy in Ten Largest Cities of the Bay Area 
           

  
Berkeley Concord Daly City Fremont Hayward Oakland 

San 
Francisco 

San Jose  Sunnyvale Vallejo 

Total Housing Units 46,875 45,083 31,311 69,452 45,922 157,508 346,527 281,841 53,753 41,219 

Occupied Housing Units 44,955 44,020 30,775 68,237 44,804 150,790 329,700 276,598 52,539 39,601 

% of Total 95.9  97.6  98.3  98.3  97.6  95.7  95.1  98.1  97.7  96.1  

% Owner Occupied 42.7  62.6  59.8  64.5  53.2  41.4  35.0  61.8  47.6  63.2  

% Renter Occupied 57.3  37.4  40.2  35.5  46.8  58.6  65.0  38.2  52.4  36.8  

Vacant Housing Units 1,920 1,063 536 1,215 1,118 6,718 16,827 5,243 1,214 1,618 

% of Total 4.1  2.4  1.7  1.8  2.4  4.3  4.9  1.9  2.3  3.9  

% For rent 38.1  37.3  39.2  34.7  49.2  36.4  33.2  36.8  30.8  42.7  

% For sale 6.8  13.0  11.4  21.5  12.5  9.5  5.4  13.6  9.4  18.9  

% Rented or sold,  
    not occupied 11.7  10.4  8.4  9.6  10.4  9.4  8.4  11.0  11.2  10.9  

% Seasonal, recreational or 
     occasional use  13.5  11.1  16.8  14.4  7.1  5.9  22.4  15.6  27.8  6.6  

% For migrant workers 0.3  0.0  0.4  1.2  0.2  0.2  0.5  1.0  4.2  0.1  

% Other vacant 29.6  28.3  23.9  18.7  20.7  38.6  30.1  22.0  16.6  20.9  

Source: Census 2000 Data (SF 1)            

 
Of the occupied housing in these ten largest cities of the Bay Area, the percent of renter-occupied 
units ranges from 35.5 to 65.0.  In Fremont, Vallejo, Concord, San Jose, and Hayward the majority 
of housing units are owner-occupied whereas in San Francisco, Oakland, Berkeley, and Sunnyvale, 
the majority of housing units are renter-occupied. 
 
Households 
 
Examining household type and average size gives us a sense of how people are living together in the 
ten largest cities of the Bay Area.  Data presented in Figure 1 indicate the percentage of households 
that are occupied by one person, two or more person non-families, and two or more person families.  
Of the ten cities considered in this report, San Francisco and Berkeley have the largest percentage of 
1-person and non-family households: in San Francisco, 38.6 percent of units house one person and 
17.3 percent house two or more people who are not family members, totaling 55.9 percent; and in 
Berkeley, 38.1 percent of units house one person and 20.4 percent house two or more people who 
are not family members, totaling 58.5 percent.  These numbers contrast with the other eight cities in 
which the majority of households are families. 
 
To compare the size of each city, the number of people residing in them is included in parentheses 
in Figure 1, and the total number of households in each of these cities is indicated in the first row of 
Table 4 presented later in this report. 
 
One can also consider the percentage of households in these cities headed by persons of each race—
as defined on the Census, including categories for White, Black, American Indian, Asian, Pacific 
Islander, Some Other Race, and Two or More Races.  It should be noted that the “householder” 
title is designated for the person who completed the census survey or who was the first person 
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F i g u r e  1 :  H o u s e h o l d  T y p e s  i n  T e n  L a r g e s t  C i t i e s  o f  t h e  B a y  A r e a
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listed on the form and does not necessarily indicate sole or primary ownership or renter status.  
Seven of the ten largest cities in the Bay Area, when classified by race of householder as illustrated in 
Figure 2, have a majority of White householders.  Concord has the largest percentage (77.1).   

Figure 2:  Households in Ten Largest  Cities  of  the Bay Area,
By Race of  Householder
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Daly City, Oakland, and Vallejo are the exceptions.  [Note: In Figure 2, race groups representing 
small percentages of householders have been combined for ease of data presentation.  Pacific 
Islander has been combined with Asian; and Two or More Races and American Indian are merged 
as an “Other” type of category.]  Of the ten cities, Oakland and Vallejo have the largest percentage 
of Black householders: 37.6 and 24.6 percent, respectively; and, Daly City and Fremont have the 
largest percentage of Asian householders: 44.3 a nd 33.7 percent, respectively. 
 
Taking into account census data regarding Latino origin, presented in Table 2, Hayward has a the 
largest percentage of Latino householders (of the ten largest cities in the Bay Area), 24.7 percent, 
contrasting most with Berkeley where only 6.8 percent of housing units are headed by a Latino 
householder.  In addition, the percentage of White householders in each of the cities is lower when 
only those who identified as White and not Latino are counted.  For example, the percentage of 
White/Not Latino householders is 70.3 percent for Concord and 27.8 percent for Daly City. 
 

Table 2: Percent of Households in Ten Largest Cities of the Bay Area with a Latino Householder or a 
White/Not Latino Householder 

           

  
Berkeley Concord Daly City Fremont Hayward Oakland 

San 
Francisco 

San Jose  Sunnyvale Vallejo 

% Latino Householder 6.8 14.5 18.6 10.2 24.7 13.7 9.6 21.1 10.0 11.5 

% White Alone, Not Latino Householder 60.4 70.3 27.8 49.2 40.5 32.4 56.1 48.5 55.6 40.5 

Source: Census 2000 Data (SF 1)  

 
Of course, to contextualize these data regarding race of householder, it helps to consider the racial 
composition of the cities, presented in Table 3. As illustrated, these data regarding race of 
householders somewhat mirror the racial composition of each city.  However, the percentages of 
White households are higher than the percentages of Whites in each city, and the percentages of 
Asian, Latino, and “Some Other Race” households are lower than the percentages of each of these 
groups.   
 

Table 3: Racial Composition of Ten Largest Cities of the Bay Area 
 

  
Berkeley Concord Daly City Fremont Hayward Oakland 

San 
Francisco 

San Jose  Sunnyvale Vallejo 

Total Population 102,743 121,780 103,621 203,413 140,030 399,484 776,733 894,943 131,760 116,760 

% White Alone 59.2 70.7 25.9 47.7 43.0 31.3 49.7 47.5 53.3 36.0 

% Black Alone 13.6 3.0 4.6 3.1 11.0 35.6 7.8 3.5 2.2 23.7 

% American Indian Alone 0.5 0.8 0.4 0.5 0.8 0.7 0.4 0.8 0.5 0.7 

% Asian Alone 16.4 9.4 50.7 37.0 19.0 15.2 30.8 26.9 32.3 24.1 

% Pacific Islander Alone 0.1 0.5 0.9 0.4 1.9 0.5 0.5 0.4 0.3 1.0 

% Some Other Race Alone 4.6 9.7 11.3 5.5 16.8 11.7 6.5 15.9 7.1 7.9 

% Two or More Races 5.6 5.9 6.2 5.8 7.5 5.0 4.3 5.0 4.3 6.6 
                      

% Latino 9.7 21.8 22.3 13.5 34.2 21.9 14.1 30.2 15.5 15.9 

% White, Not Latino 55.2 60.9 17.7 41.4 29.2 23.5 43.6 36.0 46.5 30.4 

Source: Census 2000 Data (P.L. 94-171)           



 

 5

 

Household sizes in the ten largest cities of the Bay Area range from 2.16 persons in Berkeley to 3.34 
persons in Daly City.  Table 4 presents the average household sizes overall as well as by race (of the 
householder).  Looking at the averages, households headed by Whites tend to be the smallest across 
the ten cities, followed by Black households.  At the other end of the spectrum, households headed 
by people who identified as “Some Other Race,” Latino, or Pacific Islander tend be the largest on 
average (and most often in that order).  Also worth noting are the slight decreases in average 
household size for White-headed households when one only counts those who identified as White 
and not Latino. 
 

Table 4: Average Household Sizes in Ten Largest Cities of the Bay Area, By Race of Householder 
           

  
Berkeley Concord Daly City Fremont Hayward Oakland 

San 
Francisco 

San Jose  Sunnyvale Vallejo 

Total Number of Households 
44,955  44,020  30,775  68,237  44,804  150,790  329,700  276,598  52,539  39,601  

All Households 2.16  2.74  3.34  2.96  3.08  2.60  2.30  3.20  2.49  2.90  

White Alone Householder 2.10  2.56  2.50  2.67  2.63  2.21  1.92  2.71  2.25  2.39  

Black Alone Householder 2.25  2.61  2.63  2.78  2.70  2.47  2.31  2.88  2.41  2.87  

American Indian Alone Householder 2.22 3.16 3.65 3.14 3.46 3.03 2.39 3.59 2.80 2.82 

Asian Alone Householder 2.13 3.06 3.90 3.28 3.51 3.04 2.99 3.66 2.71 3.72 

Pacific Islander Alone Householder 2.27 3.83 4.57 3.47 4.11 4.56 3.53 4.05 3.07 3.81 

Some Other Race Alone Householder 3.01 4.19 4.16 3.90 4.47 4.30 3.69 4.76 4.12 4.18 

Two or More Races Householder 2.22 3.17 3.56 3.20 3.48 2.88 2.45 3.47 2.76 3.10 
                      

Hispanic/Latino Householder 2.85 3.91 3.88 3.59 4.15 4.09 3.23 4.42 3.70 3.81 
White Alone, Not Hispanic/Latino 

Householder 2.07 2.45 2.23 2.60 2.31 1.95 1.84 2.48 2.16 2.27 
Source: Census 2000 Data (SF 1) 
 
Families 
 

Since the majority of households in many cities of the Bay Area are families, this section of the 
report focuses on family type, average family size, and the presence of children.  
 
Figure 3 displays the percentage of families in the ten largest cities of the Bay Area, by the race of 
the householder.  [The total number of families for each city is included in the first row of Table 
6, presented later in this report.]  These data indicate that—as with households—of the cities 
included in this report, the largest percentage of families with a White householder is in Concord, 
at 74.4 percent.  In contrast, of the families in Daly City, only 28.8 percent have a White 
householder; in fact, Asians head the largest percentage of families in Daly City (50.2).  Also 
notable, Blacks head the largest percentage of families (39.1) in Oakland.  
 
Data for householders of Hispanic/Latino origin, as included in Table 5, reveal that the largest 
percentage of these families live in Hayward (29.4)—of the ten largest Bay Area cities considered 
in this report—and the smallest reside in Berkeley (8.1).  As with the data on households, the 
percentage of families with a White householder decrease when you only count householders 
who identified as White and not Latino.  For example, the percentage for Concord goes down to 
66.6, and the percentage for Daly City reduces to 20.8.   
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Again, it helps to consider the overall racial composition of each city, summarized in Table 3, when 
classifying these data by race of householder—as they tend to mirror each other. 

 
Table 5: Percent of Families in Ten Largest Cities of the Bay Area with a Latino Householder or a White/Not 

Latino Householder 
           

  
Berkeley Concord Daly City Fremont Hayward Oakland 

San 
Francisco 

San Jose  Sunnyvale Vallejo 

% Latino Householder 8.1 17.1 20.6 10.8 29.4 18.6 13.0 24.1 12.5 13.3 

% White Alone, Not Latino Householder 60.2 66.6 20.8 45.0 33.5 23.5 40.0 42.9 49.4 33.7 

Source: Census 2000 Data (SF 1)            

 
Table 6 presents the average family sizes for each of the ten largest cities in the Bay Area overall and 
by race (of the householder).  Overall, the average family size across these cities ranges from 2.84 in 
Berkeley to 3.78 in Daly City. 
 
As with households, families headed by Whites are the smallest across the ten cities, followed by 
Black households.  Families headed by people who identified as “Some Other Race,” Pacific 
Islander, or Latino are the largest on average.  Again, similar to the data on household size, average 
family size is lower for those headed by a White householder when you only consider those who 
identify as White and not Latino.  
 

Figure 3: Families in Ten Largest Cities of the Bay Area, 
By Race of Householder
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Table 6: Average Family Sizes in Ten Largest Cities of the Bay Area, By Race of Householder 

           

  
Berkeley Concord Daly City Fremont Hayward Oakland 

San 
Francisco 

San Jose  Sunnyvale Vallejo 

Total Number of Families 
18,646  30,322  23,089  52,228  31,931  86,347  145,186  203,681  32,664  28,245  

All Families 2.84 3.22 3.78 3.34 3.58 3.38 3.22 3.62 3.06 3.43 

White Alone Householder 2.73 3.07 3.11 3.12 3.22 3.03 2.72 3.21 2.88 2.99 

Black Alone Householder 3.01 3.18 3.17 3.28 3.17 3.17 3.16 3.39 3.05 3.33 

American Indian Alone Householder 3.18 3.43 3.85 3.48 3.90 3.73 3.39 3.88 3.33 3.18 

Asian Alone Householder 2.82 3.46 4.11 3.52 3.83 3.71 3.67 3.90 3.12 3.94 

Pacific Islander Alone Householder 2.88 4.28 4.94 3.83 4.38 5.11 4.47 4.53 3.53 4.13 

Some Other Race Alone Householder 3.78 4.20 4.20 4.08 4.52 4.56 4.19 4.72 4.25 4.33 

Two or More Races Householder 3.06 3.57 3.95 3.57 3.87 3.69 3.33 3.87 3.37 3.56 
                      

Hispanic/Latino Householder 3.61 4.05 4.04 3.82 4.31 4.44 3.88 4.48 3.98 4.08 

White Alone, Not Hispanic/Latino 
Householder 2.69 2.96 2.84 3.06 2.90 2.66 2.60 2.99 2.79 2.88 

Source: Census 2000 Data (SF 1)  

 
Table 7 shows the prevalence of three family types—married couple, male householder with no 
spouse, and female householder with no spouse—and the percentage of these families with children 
under age 18 present in the home3, for each of the ten largest Bay Area cities.  The first column 
contains information about each city overall, the remaining ones contain more specific data by race 
(of householder).  Examining the overall distribution of families, the percentage of married couples 
across the ten cities ranges from 59.4 in Oakland to 81.9 in Fremont.  In terms of single adult headed 
families, Oakland has the highest percentages (30.9 and 9.6 for female and male headed families, 
respectively) and Fremont the smallest (12.1 and 6.1 for female and male headed families, 
respectively).  The data in Table 7 also indicate that larger percentages of Asian and White families 
are married couples, especially compared to Black families.  Conversely, a larger percentage of Black 
families are female-headed with no spouse present. 
 
In examining the presence of children in families in the ten largest cities in the Bay Area, San 
Francisco families are the least likely to have children under age 18 present in the home: 38.6 percent 
of married couples, 38.6 percent of families headed by women with no spouse present, and 27.0 
percent of families headed by men with no spouse present.  Of married couples across the ten cities, 
Fremont has the highest percentage of families with children (53.7).  And, of the single adult headed 
families, Vallejo has the highest prevalence of children: 57.3 percent of families headed by women 
with no spouse present, and 50.3 percent of families headed by men with no spouse present. 
 
As was the trend looking at county-level data for the Bay Area (see Report No. 2 of this series), 
among married couples across the ten largest cities, White families tend to be the least likely to have 
children living with them, and “Some Other Race” and Latino families are among the most likely.   

                                                 
3 The census limits this “presence of children” definition to those who are related by birth, marriage, or adoption. 
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Table 7: Family Types and Presence of Children Under 18 Years in Ten Largest Cities of the Bay Area, By Race of Householder 
           

 Race of Householder   

  All Families White Alone Black Alone 
American 

Indian Alone 
Asian Alone 

Pacific 
Islander Alone 

Other Alone 
Two or More 

Races 
Latino 

White, Not 
Latino 

BERKELEY 

Total Families 18,646 11,887 3,155 60 2,164 17 717 646 1,514 11,229 

% Married-couple 69.6  79.5  36.3  56.7  69.5  64.7  64.0  57.0  65.9  80.0  
% With own children < 18 years 41.0  40.8  33.3  58.8  37.9  45.5  66.4  50.0  63.7  39.8  

% Male householder, no wife present 7.6  5.8  10.2  13.3  10.4  0.0  14.2  11.6  12.2  5.5  

% With own children < 18 years 38.1  48.3  34.7  37.5  12.4  0  39.2  36.0  35.1  50.0  

% Female householder, no husband present 22.8  14.7  53.5  30.0  20.1  35.3  21.8  31.4  21.9  14.5  
% With own children < 18 years 49.9  56.0  49.8  66.7  22.9  50.0  45.5  57.1  51.7  56.4  

CONCORD 

Total Families 30,322 22,569 906 229 2,844 129 2,318 1,327 5,196 20,195 

% Married-couple 74.6  76.1  49.2  60.7  79.4  75.2  67.8  69.4  69.7  76.5  
% With own children < 18 years 48.7  44.5  56.7  48.2  53.6  73.2  74.7  63.6  71.6  41.8  

% Male householder, no wife present 7.6  6.9  11.3  14.8  5.4  5.4  13.9  10.4  12.2  6.4  
% With own children < 18 years 48.6  49.7  63.7  58.8  30.1  57.1  47.8  44.9  45.2  51.3  

% Female householder, no husband present 17.8  17.0  39.5  24.5  15.2  19.4  18.3  20.2  18.1  17.0  

% With own children < 18 years 55.7  52.8  75.7  67.9  46.5  68.0  68.4  61.9  64.9  51.8  

DALY CITY 

Total Families 23,089 6,644 1,223 99 11,415 174 2,397 1,137 4,750 4,807 

% Married-couple 72.7  74.2  53.6  50.5  76.4  63.8  64.3  68.2  65.6  76.6  
% With own children < 18 years 48.6  33.2  34.6  58.0  54.3  56.8  65.5  58.8  58.9  27.7  

% Male householder, no wife present 8.4  8.0  9.4  19.2  7.5  10.9  11.9  9.8  11.0  7.2  
% With own children < 18 years 32.2  30.8  43.5  36.8  26.7  42.1  43.5  38.7  41.2  27.6  

% Female householder, no husband present 18.9  17.8  37.0  30.3  16.1  25.3  23.8  22.1  23.4  16.1  
% With own children < 18 years 38.8  33.5  43.4  56.7  35.4  45.5  53.7  43.8  48.4  31.0  

FREMONT 

Total Families 52,228 26,296 1,556 248 19,383 193 2,323 2,229 5,635 23,515 

% Married-couple 81.9  80.1  62.5  68.1  87.8  74.1  73.4  75.2  72.9  80.9  
% With own children < 18 years 53.7  44.3  56.1  52.1  63.2  60.8  65.4  61.7  57.8  43.6  

% Male householder, no wife present 6.1  6.3  8.4  12.1  4.7  11.4  10.9  7.8  9.7  6.0  
% With own children < 18 years 40.6  46.0  59.2  50.0  27.5  45.5  42.5  37.9  43.2  46.7  

% Female householder, no husband present 12.1  13.6  29.1  19.8  7.5  14.5  15.7  17.0  17.4  13.1  
% With own children < 18 years 50.3  48.7  67.3  69.4  45.8  53.6  56.3  54.5  54.7  48.5  

HAYWARD 

Total Families 31,931 14,580 3,901 261 5,990 584 4,610 2,005 9,372 10,702 

% Married-couple 70.6  72.6  49.5  62.8  78.7  78.3  72.4  68.2  71.6  72.6  

% With own children < 18 years 52.7  40.6  57.1  54.9  57.0  71.3  76.2  61.0  70.2  32.6  

% Male householder, no wife present 9.0  8.5  9.6  10.3  7.7  8.0  11.2  9.9  11.0  7.7  
% With own children < 18 years 43.5  39.9  61.4  51.9  30.9  40.4  49.9  44.7  46.2  39.4  

% Female householder, no husband present 20.4  18.9  40.8  26.8  13.5  13.7  16.4  21.9  17.5  19.7  
% With own children < 18 years 53.1  43.5  66.5  51.4  44.4  52.5  64.1  62.4  59.4  40.6  
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 Race of Householder   

  
All Families White Alone Black Alone 

American 
Indian Alone 

Asian Alone 
Pacific 

Islander Alone 
Other Alone 

Two or More 
Races 

Latino 
White, Not  

Latino 
OAKLAND 

Total Families 86,347 25,962 33,786 515 13,630 338 8,636 3,480 16,073 20,321 

% Married-couple 59.4  77.4  38.1  52.2  74.1  66.6  67.4  56.1  67.8  79.2  
% With own children < 18 years 48.4  42.7  41.6  55.8  48.6  76.0  77.3  60.7  74.5  35.6  

% Male householder, no wife present 9.6  7.5  10.5  10.7  8.4  9.8  13.5  11.9  13.1  6.0  
% With own children < 18 years 40.7  40.5  43.2  36.4  28.1  48.5  43.8  46.0  44.1  38.4  

% Female householder, no husband present 30.9  15.1  51.4  37.1  17.5  23.7  19.1  32.0  19.1  14.7  
% With own children < 18 years 55.9  50.6  56.9  53.9  47.2  65.0  65.8  63.1  62.7  49.6  

SAN FRANCISCO 

Total Families 145,186 66,211 12,449 514 51,667 644 8,639 5,062 18,890 58,009 

% Married-couple 71.8  77.6  37.5  58.2  76.0  50.9  60.6  61.8  60.9  79.7  
% With own children < 18 years 38.6  32.0  34.0  48.8  43.8  60.7  62.9  45.7  54.7  30.4  

% Male householder, no wife present 8.0  7.0  9.9  12.5  7.6  10.7  13.1  12.2  12.9  6.3  
% With own children < 18 years 27.0  29.6  36.1  34.4  17.6  53.6  36.4  27.9  32.1  30.2  

% Female householder, no husband present 20.1  15.4  52.6  29.4  16.4  38.4  26.3  26.0  26.2  14.0  
% With own children < 18 years 38.6  37.3  48.8  43.0  27.2  55.9  51.4  46.2  44.6  37.9  

SAN JOSE 

Total Families 203,681 106,901 7,229 1,487 54,195 649 25,378 7,842 49,123 87,382 
% Married-couple 76.1  78.3  58.2  60.9  80.5  71.3  66.1  68.1  67.3  80.2  

% With own children < 18 years 53.4  44.7  53.9  59.3  60.8  60.3  73.9  61.1  67.9  41.7  
% Male householder, no wife present 8.1  6.9  10.7  13.5  7.7  8.3  11.8  10.6  11.2  6.1  

% With own children < 18 years 40.1  43.7  49.2  48.3  23.9  42.6  49.5  45.1  47.1  44.0  

% Female householder, no husband present 15.8  14.8  31.1  25.6  11.8  20.3  22.0  21.3  21.5  13.7  
% With own children < 18 years 51.6  48.2  58.0  57.9  45.0  56.1  64.3  57.3  60.0  46.5  

SUNNYVALE 

Total Families 32,664 17,992 704 138 10,879 91 1,870 990 4,075 16,144 
% Married-couple 80.5  79.7  56.3  67.4  86.5  68.1  68.2  71.4  68.2  80.9  

% With own children < 18 years 44.9  38.3  51.8  41.9  50.0  51.6  71.2  57.3  63.2  36.6  
% Male householder, no wife present 6.3  6.0  11.6  7.2  4.9  15.4  12.2  10.4  11.5  5.5  

% With own children < 18 years 36.4  40.2  57.3  40.0  20.5  42.9  44.3  43.7  39.8  41.8  

% Female householder, no husband present 13.2  14.3  32.1  25.4  8.5  16.5  19.6  18.2  20.3  13.6  
% With own children < 18 years 45.9  44.4  56.6  60.0  39.3  46.7  61.5  52.2  54.5  43.9  

VALLEJO 
Total Families 28,245 10,870 7,128 203 6,619 289 1,896 1,240 3,768 9,507 

% Married-couple 68.9  74.7  50.2  60.6  79.3  70.2  73.6  63.1  71.6  74.9  
% With own children < 18 years 49.1  38.2  49.8  45.5  57.7  60.6  73.1  57.5  69.0  34.6  

% Male householder, no wife present 7.9  7.5  8.9  10.8  6.3  8.7  10.9  9.8  10.2  7.2  
% With own children < 18 years 50.3  49.9  53.8  50.0  40.5  56.0  60.7  49.6  53.9  51.2  

% Female householder, no husband present 23.2  17.8  40.9  28.6  14.3  21.1  15.5  27.1  18.1  17.9  
% With own children < 18 years 57.3  52.3  62.5  65.5  46.9  55.7  64.3  63.1  67.3  50.5  

Source: Census 2000 Data (SF 1)            
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Of families headed by a single adult (female or male) with no spouse present, Asian families tend to 
be the least likely to have children present.  In the case of families headed by women with no spouse 
present, White families also tend to be among the least likely to have children present, while “Some 
Other Race” families are among the most likely. 
 
Summary Findings 
 
Note: These findings refer to household and family data for the ten largest cities of the Bay Area: San Jose, San 
Francisco, Oakland, Fremont, Hayward, Sunnyvale, Concord, Vallejo, Daly City, and Berkeley. 
 

• Vacancy rates range from 1.7 percent in Daly City and 1.9 in San Jose to 4.9 in San 
Francisco. Statewide, the vacancy rate in California is 5.8 percent. 

 
• Of occupied housing, the percent of renter-occupied units ranges from 35.5 to 65.0.  In San 

Francisco, Oakland, Berkeley, and Sunnyvale, the majority of housing units are renter-
occupied whereas in Fremont, Vallejo, Concord, San Jose, and Hayward, the majority of 
housing units are owner-occupied.   

 
• Average household and family sizes range from 2.16 and 2.84, respectively, in Berkeley, to 

3.34 and 3.78, respectively, in Daly City.  Statewide, the average household size is 2.87 
persons, and the average family size is 3.43. 

 
• Oakland has the largest percentage of Black householders (37.6), Daly City has the largest 

percentage of Asian householders (44.3), and Hayward has the largest percentage of Latino 
householders (24.7). 

 
• Berkeley (41.5) and San Francisco (44.1) have the smallest percentages of family households 

(those in which the people living together are related by birth, marriage, or adoption), 
especially compared to Fremont where 76.5 percent of households are families (as opposed 
to 1-person households or non-family people living together). 

 
• Oakland has the largest percentage of single adult headed families—30.9 and 9.6 for female 

and male headed families, respectively—and the smallest percentage of married couple 
families (59.4), especially compared to Fremont where 81.9 percent of families are married 
couples.   

 
• There are differences in family (and household) sizes, the prevalence of various family types 

(married couple, single female householder, single male householder), and the presence of 
children within these family units by race across the ten largest cities in the Bay Area.  In the 
points below, race of householder is used as a proxy for the race of the family4. 

 

                                                 
4 While there are certainly problems with using “race of the householder” as a proxy for race of the family—since there 
are many families in which members are not all of the same race—this is the way the data on households and families are 
compiled by the Census Bureau and therefore are presented as such in this report. 
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Family Type—Larger percentages of Asian and White families are married couples, especially 
compared to Black families.  Conversely, a larger percentage of Black families are female-
headed with no spouse present, compared to Asian and White families. 
 
Presence of Children—Among married couples, White families tend to be the least likely to 
have children living with them, and “Some Other Race” and Latino families are among the 
most likely.  Of families headed by a single adult (female or male) with no spouse present, 
Asian families tend to be the least likely to have children present; in the case of families 
headed by women with no spouse present, small percentages of White families have children 
present, while “Some Other Race” families are among the most likely. 
 
Family Size—On average, families (and households) headed by a White householder tend to 
be the smallest, followed by those with Black householders.  The largest family (and 
household) sizes are seen in those headed by householders who identify as “Some Other 
Race,” Latino, or Pacific Islander. 
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