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Executive Summary 
 
This report summarizes Census 2000 data on households and families in the San Francisco Bay 
Area, noting differences across race groups when possible.  It provides a snapshot of how people 
are living within households and families, the average sizes of these groups, and the presence of 
children within them.  Counties considered in this brief include: Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, San 
Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Clara, and Solano.  
 
The largest percentage of family households (those in which the people living together are related by 
birth, marriage, or adoption) in the Bay Area is in Solano County, at 74.7.  By contrast, only 44.1 
percent of households are families in San Francisco County. 
 
San Francisco differs markedly from other Bay Area counties in terms of its demographics regarding 
households and families.  It has the smallest average household size in the Bay Area and is home to 
the largest percentage of 1-person and non-family households—together these household types 
account for 55.9 percent of homes in the county.  San Francisco also has the highest renter-
occupancy rate, 65 percent, in the Bay Area and the lowest owner-occupancy rate, 35 percent.  In 
addition, of all the Bay Area counties, San Francisco has the smallest percentages of households and 
families with children present. 
 
Examining data on families and households by race across the seven Bay Area counties, this report 
details differences in family and household sizes, the prevalence of various family types, and the 
presence of children within these family units.  Example findings include: 
 

Family Type—Larger percentages of Asian (80.9) and White (80.2) families are married couples, 
especially compared to Black (46.4) families.  Conversely, a larger percentage of Black families 
are headed by single females, 44.0 percent, compared to only 12.7 percent of Asian and 13.9 
percent of White families. 
 
Presence of Children—Of married couples in the Bay Area, “Some Other Race” families are the 
most likely to have children under 18 present in the home, at 72.8 percent, and White families 
are the least likely, with 42.7 percent.  Of households headed by single females, “Some Other 
Race” families are, again, the most likely to have children present at 63 percent.  And among 
households headed by single females or single males, Asian families are the least likely to have 
children present, at 40.1 and 25.7 percent, respectively. 
 
Family Size—On average, White (3.02) and Black (3.23) families are the smallest in the Bay 
Area, and Pacific Islander (4.43) and “Some Other Race” (4.40) families are the largest.  Latino 
families are also fairly large, compared to other race groups in the Bay Area, with an average 
size of 4.14 persons. 
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