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Executive Summary

This report examines the racial/ethnic composition of Bay Area counties and communities, based
on Census 2000 data, highlighting indices of diversity and residential segregation. It provides a
demographic overview of Bay Area communities and the extent to which neighborhoods are
racially/ethnically mixed. Counties considered in this report include: Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin,
San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Clara, and Solano.

While the San Francisco Bay Area is one of the most racially/ethnically diverse regions of the
country, there are many variations across counties and municipalities. Census data presented in this
report show that, within the Bay Area, Alameda County is the most racially/ethnically diverse and
has the smallest percentage of Whites (40.94), while Marin is the least diverse and has the largest
percentage of Whites (78.55). The largest percentages of African Americans in the Bay Area live in
Alameda (14.62) and Solano (14.60) counties, the largest percentage of Latinos are in Santa Clara
County (11.92), and the largest percentage of Asians reside in San Francisco County (30.66). The
greatest variation in racial/ethnic diversity of individual communities is evident in San Mateo
County.

Data about race/ethnicity collected on the Census 2000 are more detailed than demographic
information collected on past census surveys since people were allowed to identify with more than
one group. These data indicate that the largest mixed-race populations in the Bay Area are Latino &
White and Asian & White, particularly in San Mateo and Santa Clara counties. A larger percentage
of people under age 18 are mixed-race in each county, compared to the overall population.

Despite the racial/ethnic diversity of the Bay Area, residential segregation is still prevalent. As this
report details, residential segregation in the Bay Area (as in much of the country) is highest for
African Americans, followed by Latinos, Asians, and American Indians. Also, measures of
residential segregation increase when multiple race/ethnicity responses are not considered (i.e. only
counting people in race/ethnicity groups who solely identify with that group increases measures of
residential segregation).

The populations of racial/ethnic groups differ depending on whether and how multiple responses
are counted, and the impact that various tabulation methods have on population sizes vary across
groups. As illustrated in this report, American Indians and Latinos are the most affected by the new
classification categories employed in Census 2000 (i.e. large percentages of these groups identified
with more than one race/ethnicity and are lost if multiple response data are not tabulated).
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