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DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGY STANFORD UNIVERSITY 
M.S. PROGRAM MASTER OF SCIENCE DEGREE PROGRAM CHECKLIST 
 
Name: ________________________________  First Quarter in Degree Program: __________________ 
 
Student ID#: ___________Date Program Proposal Submitted: __________ Date Checklist Updated: __________ 
 

Biology Courses 
(BIOSCI) Units Approved Out of 

Dept. Electives Units 
Research and / or 
Teaching  
(18 units max) 

Units 

Advanced 
Foundational 
Breadth Courses 
(9 units max) 

Units 
Other Stanford 
Course Work 
(9 units max) 

Units 

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

Total:  Total:  Total:  Total:  Total:  

 
Total Units Completed: ________ (45 units required) 
 
Degree Requirements:  

• A minimum of 23 of the 45 units must be courses designated primarily for graduate students (typically at the 200-
level or higher). 

• A minimum of 36 units must be BIO courses or approved out–of–department electives. 
a) A maximum of 18 of the 36 units may be a combination of biology research, directed reading, and/or teaching 

(BIO 198, 290, 290X, 291, 300, 300X, or BIOHOPK 175H). 
b) A maximum of 9 units may be advanced-level foundational breadth courses in chemistry, mathematics, 

statistics, computer science, and/or physics beyond the level required for the undergraduate degree in Biology 
and at least at the 100-level. 

• Up to 9 of the 45 units may be other Stanford coursework that is relevant to the degree or a student’s professional 
development. Students are required to petition courses that fall into this category. 

 
Notes/ Pending Coursework: 
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