
Japanese Morning Press Highlights
March 6, 2000


Japanese Morning Press Highlights

JAPANESE MORNING PRESS HIGHLIGHTS

January 31, 2003
AMERICAN EMBASSY, TOKYO

PUBLIC AFFAIRS SECTION

OFFICE OF TRANSLATION AND MEDIA ANALYSIS

(03-3224-5360, tokyoots@state.gov)

TODAY’S FEATURES

Top headlines  
  2
Editorials  
  2
Prime Minister's daily schedule  
  3
Prime Minister Koizumi likely to meet new ROK president on Feb. 25  
  3
Defense and Security issues:

-- Debate over collective security and the Iraq issue dominate Diet constitutional committee  
  3
-- Cabinet Legislative Bureau: Not use of collective self-defense if Japan-supplied U.S. Navy ship attacks Iraq  
  4
-- JDA chief sees no constitutional problem for SDF to supply oil to U.S. naval vessels  
  4
-- JDA chief: "Trust relationship" exists with U.S. on use of Japan's special terrorist law for supplying oil to Navy vessels  
  5
-- MSDF to dispatch more vessels under the anti-terrorist law  
  5
-- Plan for NLP transfer to uninhabited island off Hiroshima may hit local snags  
  5
-- Government considering adding U.S.' new missile attack system with North Korea in mind  
  6
-- Statements of Prime Minister Koizumi, LDP Secretary General Yamasaki on defense emergency bills do not match  
  6
--LDP policy chief Aso apologizes to Okinawa governor for criticizing Futenma relocation plan  
  7
-- LDP faction chief Hashimoto badmouths LDP policy chief Aso for Futenma remark  
  7
Diet agenda:

-- Prime Minister Koizumi's performance in the Diet this time shaky, particularly on economic policy issues  
  7
-- Supplementary budget is passed  
  8
Political agenda:

-- Minshuto (Democratic Party of Japan) loses another member as Matsuzawa declares candidacy in gubernatorial race  
  9
-- Tokyo Gov. Ishihara to declare whether he will run for reelection or not on March 7  
  9
WTO Round: Agricultural Ministry decides to support the EU farm-talks proposal  
  9
(MHIX010331)

TOP HEADLINES

Asahi, Mainichi, Yomiuri, Sankei and Tokyo Shimbun:
Tokyo High Court rules Tokyo Metropolitan Government's bank tax as "nullification" but introduction of the tax as legal; Orders Tokyo to return 162.9 billion yen to banks

Nihon Keizai:
Long-term interest rate drops to lowest ever 0.75 percent; Overheating of buying of government bonds; Accelerates the tendency of low interest rates; Major banks to lower housing loan rates

(03013101kn)


EDITORIALS

Asahi:
(1)
Japanese woman fleeing North Korea:  She was at the mercy of fate for 44 years

(2)
Israel: It is selfish for America to remain silent

Mainichi:
(1)
Ishihara's bank tax: Tokyo failed to steal home, but...

(2)
Prime Minister Sharon remains in office:  Don't turn your back on peace talks

Yomiuri:
(1)
Tokyo's lost suit:  Longer court battle will increase uneasiness about fiscal situation 

(2)
TV's 50th birthday:  Challenge to "qualities of instigation" required

Nihon Keizai:
(1)
Effective measures to promote industrial revival should be aimed at

(2)
Tokyo Metropolitan government's bank tax failed to "steal home," but ... 

Sankei:
(1)
Court ruling on bank tax: Taxes should be corrected fairly from broad range of residents

(2)
Israeli general election:  We hope for deterrent effect of hard-liner

Tokyo Shimbun:
(1)
Ishihara's lost suit: Debate on local governments' right to impose taxes

(2)
Likud's overwhelming victory:  Don't kill peace with overconfidence of power

(03013102kn)
Prime Minister's Official Residence (Kantei)

Prime Minister's schedule, January 30

NIHON KEIZAI  (Page 2)  (Full)

January 31, 2002
	10:40
	Met Deputy Chief Cabinet Secretary Ueno at the Kantei.

	11:03
	Met with Foreign Vice Minister Takeuchi.

	12:31
	Attended an Upper House Budget Committee meeting.

	15:50
	Met Cabinet Information Office head Kanemoto at the Kantei.

	17:21
	Attended an Upper House plenary session.

	17:48
	Met Economic, Financial and Fiscal Policy Minister Takenaka.

	18:02
	Attended a meeting of the Council on Economic and Fiscal Policy.

	19:31
	Returned to his official residence.


(03013103ys)

FOREIGN RELATIONS

Prime Minister to attend ROK President-elect Roh's inaugural ceremony; Meeting expected

ASAHI  (Page 1)  (Full)

January 31, 2003


Commenting on South Korean President-elect Roh Moo Hyun's inauguration ceremony to take place in Seoul on Feb. 25, Prime Minister Koizumi last evening said, "I am now considering the matter with the possibility of attending it."  The governments of Japan and South Korea want to play up their cooperative stance to North Korea, by holding a summit meeting right after Roh's taking office.  The two countries are now making final coordination on a timetable for Prime Minister Koizumi's visit.


Replying to questions asked by the press corps outside his office, the Prime Minister said, "I am looking forward to meeting with Mr. Roh.  I hope our meeting will lead to further fostering friendly relations between the two countries."  He then indicated his intention to further strengthen bilateral ties, stating, "We share the perception that Japan will closely join forces and cooperate with South Korea and the United States.  This issue will naturally be on the agenda (of our meeting)."  


If Prime Minister Koizumi's visit to South Korea is materialized, he will be the first foreign leader to hold a meeting with Roh as the president of South Korea.  

(03013102yk)

DEFENSE & SECURITY

Diet panel debates collective defense over Iraq

YOMIURI  (Page 4)  (Full)

January 31, 2003

The House of Representatives Research Commission on the Constitution, chaired by Taro Nakayama, held a general meeting yesterday to discuss the international situation.  In discussions about the Iraq problem, panel members from various political parties asserted their respective opinions over the right to collective self-defense and Japan's cooperation, with differences standing out in their respective assertions.


In the session, Shoichi Nakagawa, a member of the house constitutional affairs panel from the ruling Liberal Democratic Party, noted that Japan "always ended up reacting after the event with its enactment of legislative measures for Japan's participation in UN peacekeeping operations or antiterror cooperation," adding that such a way of doing things cannot deal with the Iraq problem.  Nakagawa went on to assert: "Japan is not allowed to use its right to collective self-defense because of its exclusively defensive security policy.  But we should now review such relations between the Constitution and Japan's national security.  Also, now is the time to revise the Constitution and the Self-Defense Forces (SDF) Law."


Satoshi Shima from the opposition Democratic Party of Japan (Minshuto) noted, "Striking first is not allowed just because an armed attack is feared to occur.  That's the United Nations' practice.  Striking with no new [U.N. Security Council] resolution is suspected of violating the UN Charter."


Yuriko Takeyama, a member of the opposition Liberal Party (Jiyuto), touched on the propriety of dispatching an SDF contingent [to back up U.S. forces].  She stressed, "If there is no new [UNSC] resolution to allow the use of armed force, dispatching the SDF corresponds to participation in collective defense.  So that cannot be approved."  She also asserted, "If the government is going to dispatch (an SDF contingent), the government should change its constitutional interpretation to make it possible for Japan to exercise its right to collective self-defense."


Two other opposition parties, the Japan Communist Party and the Social Democratic Party (Shaminto), stressed their respective standpoints against the United States' use of armed force against Iraq, likewise suggesting the necessity of reaching a peaceful settlement within the UN framework.

(03013101im)


Strikes by U.S. vessels receiving fuel from Japan are not considered as coming under use of the right to collective self-defense, says Cabinet Legislation Bureau chief

NIHON KEIZAI  (Page 2)  (Full)

Eve., January 30, 2003


At an Upper House Budget Committee meeting on the morning of Jan. 30, Cabinet Legislation Bureau Director General Osamu Akiyama stated that if U.S. planes, based on U.S. vessels to which Japan has supplied fuel under the special antiterrorism law, strike Iraq, "this would not correspond to Japan's use of force or its use of the right to collective self-defense."


Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi, asked about what Japan would do if the United States strikes Iraq, stated:  "Japan's position is different from those of France and Germany."

(03013102ku)

JDA chief:  Refueling U.S. vessels does not go against antiterrorism law

SANKEI  (Page 5)  (Full)

January 31, 2003


At a meeting yesterday of the Upper House Budget Committee, Defense Agency Director (JDA) General Shigeru Ishiba was asked about his view on the fact that, under the special antiterrorism law, the Self-Defense Forces (SDF) have offered refueling service to U.S. Navy vessels, but such U.S. vessels have been mobilized for operations other than the antiterror campaign in Afghanistan.  The JDA chief noted:  "The U.S. forces have clarified that 'we will not use [such vessels] for purposes not specified in Japan's antiterrorism law.'  I have trusted them.  It's incorrect to think that refueling has been directly carried out to U.S. aircraft carriers."  Ishiba thus indicated his perception that refueling does not go against the special antiterrorism law.

(03013101ku)

Defense chief: Japan trusts U.S. regarding use of fuel under special antiterrorism law

ASAHI  (Page 4)  (Full)
January 31, 2003


In yesterday's Upper House Budget Committee session, Japan Communist Party lawmaker Chikashi Koizumi pointed out regarding the Self-Defense Forces' (SDF) support for the U.S. under the special antiterrorism law: "Vessels receiving fuel from SDF supply ships are on the missions in connection with Afghanistan and Iraq.  How [the fuel] is being used is not known."  In response, Defense Agency Director General Shigeru Ishiba indicated that Japan must respect relations of trust with the U.S., saying, "The U.S. has made it clear that it would not use [fuel] for purposes other than those mentioned in the antiterrorist law.  We may not know [how fuel is being used], but we must trust [the U.S.]"

(03013102st)

MSDF to dispatch transport and escort ships

NIHON KEIZAI  (Page 2)  (Full)

January 31, 2003


The Maritime Self-Defense Force (MSDF) announced yesterday that it would dispatch one transport vessel and one escort ship to the Indian Ocean in early February as part of Japan's support for the U.S. military under the special antiterrorism law.  The action will be taken in line with changes to the basic plan on support for the U.S. made last November.  The MSDF will send the 8,900-ton transport ship Shimokita from its Kure Base on Feb. 4 to transport equipment, materials and personnel who will repair U.S. airports in Afghanistan, from Thailand to Qatar.  In addition, the 4,500-ton escort shop Ikazuchi will leave Yokosuka Base on Feb. 3 to escort the transport vessel.

(03013104st)

NLP:  Hiroshima's Okimi Town authorities to request central government to lure NLP to town's island; Negotiations may hit snag over environmental effect, noise

YOMIURI  (Page 2)  (Excerpts)

January 31, 2003


In dealing with the issue of relocating night landing practices (NLP) by U.S. Navy airborne planes now conducted at its Atsugi Base, the central government has asked Okimi Town in Hiroshima Prefecture to host the NLP.  In response to the request, the town government decided yesterday in the plenary session of the Town Assembly that it would ask the central government to lure NLP to the town's Okurokami Island.  From now on the central government, local governments neighboring the island and the U.S. forces will shortly launch consultations, but a lot of issues such as the environment and noise lie ahead to be resolved.


One year or so ago, Okimi Town asked the Defense Facilities Administration Agency (DFAA) to lure [the relocation of NLP] to the town.  The central government has stated that "if the Town Assembly adopts a decision [to host NLP], the central government would start examining the [town's] proposal."  In response to this response of the central government, the town authorities have promoted consultations behind the scenes, for instance, by giving accounts of the town's proposal to Gov. Yuzan Fujita of Hiroshima.


The reason why Okimi Town has decided to accept the NLP is found in the words of Town Mayor Eiichi Tanimoto:  "Our hosting the NLP would create jobs.  It would also pave the way for the revitalization of the town with the availability of the base-related subsidies."


But Gov. Fujita immediately declared his position of opposing the hosting of the NLP.  Objections to the transfer of the NLP to the atomic-bombed, Hiroshima, are stronger than expected.  There are also some who are expressing concern over the negative effect on the environment for the waters around the island is the fishery area.  Negotiations between the town government and its nearby local governments will surely encounter difficulties.

(03011303ku)

Gov't mulls introducing new U.S. missile intercept system against North Korean missiles

YOMIURI  (Page 1)  (Full)

January 31, 2003

The government has begun to study the feasibility of introducing a U.S.-developed missile defense (MD) shielding system, which the United States plans to deploy in Alaska starting in 2004, officials said yesterday.  This is for the purpose of intercepting ballistic missiles such as North Korea's Nodong.  The government intends to incorporate it in its national defense program outline that is now under review.


The U.S. has already announced that it would start in 2004 to deploy ground-based midcourse defense (GMD) systems for intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBMs), Aegis vessels equipped with sea-based midcourse defense (SMD) systems, and Patriot Advanced Capability-3 (PAC-3) ground-to-air guided missiles.


The government is now looking into the possibility of introducing SMD, PAC-3, and some other U.S.-developed missile intercept systems.  These MD systems are to be deployed ahead of a network of even more precise intercept missile shields that are currently in the process of joint research between Japan and the U.S.  Japan remains cautious about going ahead to develop and deploy the entire network of these MD shields.


The SMD system is intended to shoot down intermediate-range missiles in outer space, such as North Korea's Nodong missiles that have a range of about 1,300 kilometers.  The PAC-3 is the next generation type of Patriots currently deployed in Japan, and it is capable of locking on and intercepting ballistic missiles in outer space.


Japan will need to enhance its radar functions and renovate its Aegis vessels for Japan's renewal of its currently deployed missile defense systems, officials say.  Actual deployment is believed to be in fiscal 2005 at the earliest.

(03013102im)

POLITICS, DEFENSE & SECURITY

Yamasaki's view on emergency-response bills contradicts that of prime minister; Is it strategy or simple mistake?

ASAHI  (Page 4)  (Slightly abridged)

January 31, 2003


Comments on three emergency-response bills between Prime Minister Koizumi and Liberal Democratic Party Secretary General Taku Yamasaki have started to show a discrepancy.  Are the two doing this as planned to switch to a confrontational line toward the opposition camp or are they still aiming at cooperation?  Yamasaki ascribed the discrepancy to role sharing.  But Yamasaki might have simply gone too far in his explanation.


The two held talks in Tokyo on Wednesday night.  Later, Yamasaki told reporters, "We are planning to enact all bills in the current Diet session.  We also agreed not to give consideration to the opposition parties, as we did in the previous Diet session."  Yamasaki indicated that the ruling coalition would not hesitate to adopt independently key bills, such as three emergency-response bills and the privacy bill.


In the meantime, Koizumi indirectly contradicted Yamasaki's explanation in front of reporters yesterday.  He said, "No, we just decided to hear views from people in all areas because we want to enact bills in the current session."


Yamasaki also told reporters later yesterday, "We are willing to study opposition parties' proposals as much as possible.  I am talking about the event of the opposition camp rejecting deliberations."  It the ruling camp can work things out through talks, that's fine, and if talks end in failure, the ruling camp will simply go alone …"  Yamasaki's explanation suggested that the two are selectively using such options, depending on the situation.


But in the past, Koizumi has denied on several occasions Yamasaki's explanations on the premier's view on economic policies.  This time, it is a strategy or another mistake?  The discrepancy in remarks between Koizumi and Yamasaki is likely to cause controversy.

(03013101st)

DEFENSE & SECURITY

Aso apologizes to Okinawa governor for his comment on Futenma alternate facility

ASAHI  (Page 4)  (Full)

January 31, 2003


Liberal Democratic Party Policy Research Council Chairman Taro Aso offered an apology to Okinawa Gov. Keiichi Inamine on the phone yesterday for his controversial comment on the Futenma relocation issue.  Aso is believed to have apologized for his negative remarks about putting a 15-year time limit on the use of the envisaged Futenma alternate as having thrown cold water on Okinawa's efforts.  In response, Inamine explained past developments.

(03013103st)


POLITICS, DEFENSE & SECURITY

Former prime minister Hashimoto calls Aso remark "annoying"

YOMIURI  (Page 4)  (Full)

January 31, 2003


In a general meeting of his faction yesterday, former prime minister Hashimoto expressed his displeasure at Policy Research Council Aso's remark critical of the government plan on the relocation of the U.S. Forces' Futenma Air Station.  Hashimoto said: "A remark made based on a spur-of-the-moment idea is annoying.  Such a remark will annoy not only Japan but even the other side (the U.S.)."  Executive Council Chairman Horiuchi also commented: "As the party's policy board chairman, he made a careless remark."


Aso offered an apology on the phone to Okinawa Gov. Keiichi Inamine yesterday. 

(03013102ys)

POLITICS & ECONOMY

Diet debate: Incoherence in Koizumi's replies underscored, with no specific anti-deflation measures presented

YOMIURI  (Page 4)  (Full)

January 31, 2002


Following the passage of the supplementary budget for fiscal 2002 yesterday, the Diet session will go into full debate, starting with Prime Minister Koizumi's policy speech today.  In the deliberations held until yesterday, the Prime Minister failed to set forth a specific policy line to stem deflation.  On politics-and-money scandals as well, incoherence in his replies was underscored.

In replying to questions from reporters at his office last night, the Prime Minister stated, wearing a relieved expression: "We cleared up the first round (with the endorsement of the supplementary budget), but with deliberations on the full budget coming up, we cannot relax in our efforts."

Yet, many lawmakers have voiced dissatisfaction with the Prime Minister's replies on economic policies.  Executive Council Chairman Horiuchi told reporters: "(We don't know how the economic situation will develop from now, so we must tread carefully and resolutely."

Asked about his outlook on the future development of the economy during the deliberations on the supplementary budget, the Prime Minister expressed his expectations by saying: "The economy will be gradually put on the way to moderate recovery, led by private demand in fiscal 2003."

On specific measures, however, Koizumi just stated: "The government will carry out the structural reforms of the financial system, the tax system, expenditures and regulations comprehensively and consistently."  He then resorted to his usual expression: "The government will take bold and flexible measures depending on circumstances."  Many ruling party members are now skeptical about Koizumi's policy stance, with one member grumbling, "I wonder whether the Prime Minister has really made a policy switch."

When asked the possibility of raising the consumption tax rate, the Prime Minister reiterated: "I have no intention of raising the tax during my term of office."  But Finance Minister Shiokawa in yesterday's Upper House Budget Committee meeting said, "Weight will be shifted from direct taxes to indirect taxes in the future," thus implying that he had a rise in taxes in mind.  Inconsistent responses in the government have been underlined in the current Diet session.

(03013101ys)


ECONOMY

Supplementary budget passed

NIHON KEIZAI  (Page 1)  (Full)
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The fiscal 2002 supplementary budget incorporating approximately 3 trillion yen in additional expenditures for public works and measures for small and medium-size businesses cleared the Upper House at its plenary session last evening, getting approval of the majority of the three ruling parties.  Following the passage, four government speeches including Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi's policy speech, will be delivered today at the plenary session of both chambers of the Diet.  Then deliberations on the fiscal 2003 budget draft will kick off.  


The extra budget earmarks 1.5 trillion yen for public works and 1.5 trillion yen for improving the safety net including job security and measurers for small and medium-size businesses.  In addition, 1.2 trillion yen will be set aside for additional allocations to cover a natural increase in expenditures, such as medical spending.  In the meantime, tax revenues for general operating outlays have been revised downward by 2.54 trillion yen as a result of the exacerbated economy.  


The additional issuance of national bonds stands at 4.968 trillion yen, pushing up the new issuance of such in fiscal 2002 over the 30 trillion yen level.  The Prime Minister's commitment to cap the national bond issuance at 30 trillion yen has now been broken.  

(03013103yk)

POLITICS

Minshuto's Matsuzawa likely to run for Kanagawa governor; Move to leave Minshuto may be accelerated
SANKEI  (Page 5)  (Full)

January 31, 2003


Shigefumi Matsuzawa (44), a Lower House member belonging to Minshuto (Democratic Party of Japan) elected in the No. 9 Kanagawa district, revealed his intention in his hometown to run for the Kanagawa gubernatorial election slated for April.  He stated:  "After considering the matter in a positive manner, I would like to make up my mind next week."


He seems to have decided to run for the race due to such reasons as that he failed to obtain support from Minshuto members in the party leadership race last September, as well as that Hiroshi Nakata, a former Lower House member also hailing from the Matsushita Institute of Government and Management, became the mayor of Yokohama City.


The view is now prevailing among junior Minshuto lawmakers that it would be better to become the head of a local government to form a network with reform-minded governors nationwide to influence the central government than to stay in Minshuto which has yet to secure support from unaffiliated voters.   


With Matsuzawa's announcement, more junior lawmakers may leave Minshuto.

(03013104kn)


Tokyo Gov. Ishihara to announce his course of action on March 7
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Asked by reporters whether he would resign or stay in his present post, Tokyo Gov. Shintaro Ishihara revealed for the first time at a press meeting yesterday: "I will clearly state that (on March 7), the last day of the Tokyo Metropolitan Assembly session."  His remark was in a press meeting at which he was asked by reporters about his view on the Tokyo High Court's ruling on his government's bank tax (taxes based on the banks' gross profits).  The reporters questioned him whether he would see through the end of the lawsuit (by running again for the gubernatorial election).

(03013103kn)

TRADE

WTO agricultural talks; MAFF to support EU proposal in countering U.S.

ASAHI  (Page 12)  (Full)
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The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF) yesterday adopted a policy line of supporting a proposal made by the European Union featuring setting the margin of a tariff cut for individual items in agricultural talks under the supervision of the World Trade Organization (WTO).  Farm Minister Oshima will announce the decision possibly today.  MAFF aims to turn the tide of the setting the margin -- to be settled before year's end  -- in Japan's favor, by building an axis opposing farm produce-exporting countries including the United States and the Cairns Group.  


The EU proposal sets an average cut in all farm products at 36 percent and 15 percent at the lowest.  This method will allow a flexible setting of tariffs on individual items, enabling Japan to protect rice in an easier way.  The EU proposal does not touch on a review of minimum access levels.  Japan intends to continue to call for such a review independently.  


Some members of the ruling bloc and agricultural organizations noted, "The margin of cuts is too large as the starting point.  Japan should propose numbers on its own."  MAFF has, however, judged, "It is not realistic to come up with numbers lower than those proposed by the EU."


The WTO is expected to make its first proposal for a framework for agricultural talks possibly in early February.  A mini-ministerial is scheduled to open in Tokyo on Feb. 14 because now is considered the time-limit to indicate "Japan's stance externally."  

(03013101yk)
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