AMERICAN EMBASSY, TOKYO

PUBLIC AFFAIRS SECTION

OFFICE OF TRANSLATION AND MEDIA ANALYSIS

INQUIRIES:  03-3224-5360

INTERNET E-MAIL ADDRESS:  tokyoots@state.gov
DAILY SUMMARY OF JAPANESE PRESS

August 23, 2002

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

INDEX:

(1)  LDP having difficulty picking candidates for by-elections; Concerns voiced about losing by default, with only one candidate now selected

(2)  Two months into his detention, lawmaker Muneo Suzuki is still determined to fight tooth and nail

(3)  Inside story of the ruling bloc; Upper House enjoying heyday of its power; Absolute ruler -- Aoki -- on the defensive

(4)  Editorial:  The tragedy of the nation that has failed to learn from defeat in war

(5)  Post-Cold War decade (Part 4):  Japan reconfirms the value of intelligence; Defense Agency finds limit to dependence on U.S., collecting intelligence on its own

(6)  Is Japanese government's fear of the United States using nuclear weapons against Iraq groundless?

ARTICLES:
(1)  LDP having difficulty picking candidates for by-elections; Concerns voiced about losing by default, with only one candidate now selected

NIHON KEIZAI  (Page 2)  (Slightly abridged)

August 21, 2002


Unified by-elections will be held in six constituencies on Oct. 27.  The Liberal Democratic Party is having difficulty in selecting candidates for the elections.


When the secretaries general of the three ruling parties called on him at his official residence yesterday to report on their Indonesia tour, Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi listened to explanations from LDP Secretary General Taku Yamasaki about the state of applications for candidacies.  They vowed to strengthen the ruling camp's cooperative setup.

Now that the resignation of former foreign minister Makiko Tanaka has increased the number of by-elections to six, the unified elections are taking on the nature of midterm elections to see if the people have put confidence in the Koizumi administration.  Hearing a mid-ranking member of the Eto/Kamei faction saying, "If the LDP faces a crushing defeat, the result will unavoidably affect the course of action of Secretary General Yamasaki," the prime minister cannot remain indifferent.

Secretary General Yamasaki told reporters on Aug. 17 in Indonesia: "We do not set any specific victory-or-defeat lines, but securing one Lower House seat and two Upper House seats is the line for keeping our current number of seats."  Yamasaki gave a severe prediction about results of the upcoming by-elections, keeping in mind the fact that three of the six seats were vacated after LDP-affiliated lawmakers resigned because of their involvement in scandals.  By presenting this lower line, he is trying to fend off a possible attack.

The LDP executive initially planned to complete the process of unofficially appointing party-endorsed candidates by mid-August for five constituencies.  However, it has failed to appoint proper candidates for the by-elections in the Kanagawa No.8 district and the Osaka No.10 district, both for Lower House seats, and in the Tottori constituency for an Upper House seat.  For the by-election in the Yamagata 4th district for a Lower House seat vacated after former secretary general Koichi Kato resigned, the situation is more complicated than those in the other constituencies.  Observers anticipate that Kato is not qualified to run in the upcoming by-election but will aim at running in the next general election.  As such, the local organization concerned is unwilling to field a fresh candidate because the candidate may have no other chance to run in an election.

In the Niigata 5th district to fill a seat vacated by Tanaka, her eldest son, Yuichiro Tanaka, had been viewed as a successor candidate, but since he announced on Aug. 12 his intention not to run in the election, no progress has been made in coordination work.  An LDP member was overheard saying, "In the worst case scenario, the LDP might lose by default in Yamagata and Niigata, which have long been conservative strongholds."

(02082205ys)

(2)  Two months into his detention, lawmaker Muneo Suzuki is still determined to fight tooth and nail

YOMIURI  (Page 35)  (Excerpt)

August 22, 2002


Prosecutors once again indicted former Hokkaido and Okinawa agencies chief Muneo Suzuki yesterday -- this time on a charge of receiving bribes from a construction company in Hokkaido.  Since he was arrested more than two months ago in connection with a money-for-favor scandal involving the Forestry Agency, Suzuki has denied all charges.  However, armed with bribers' statements and other evidence, prosecutors are confident about winning the battle in court.

* * * * *


According to prosecutors, Suzuki has denied receiving bribes from President Mitsuo Shimada of Shimada Kensetsu, a construction company based in Abashiri, Hokkaido, in return for pressuring senior Hokkaido Development Agency officials into helping the firm win contracts.  Furthermore, Suzuki indicated that there had been no requests from President Shimada, who has been Suzuki's faithful supporter.


Suzuki's policy secretary, Jun Tada -- also indicted yesterday with Suzuki -- has denied receiving money from President Shimada as well.


In the meantime, President Shimada and Shimada executives have admitted that they had bribed Suzuki.  The prosecutors also obtained a list of construction projects prepared by Shimada Kensetsu for Suzuki's influence peddling.


Hokkaido Development Agency officials also admitted that Suzuki had pressured them to help Shimada win contracts.


In January 1998 Suzuki received two requests from President Shimada to exercise his influence for the company.  The lawmaker received one million yen in each March and June and two million yen in August that year.  Prosecutors found there had been three deposits generally corresponding to those amounts and those periods in a bank account owned by Hokkaido Kaihatsu Kenkyukai, a political organization essentially managed by Jun Tada.  The prosecutors have deemed that the relationship between Suzuki's influence and the bribes has become clear.

* * * * *


Since he was arrested on suspicion of receiving bribes in connection with a money-for-favor scandal involving the Forestry Agency on June 19, Suzuki has spent 64 hot summer days in an un-air-conditioned solitary cell at the Tokyo Detention Center.  The lawmaker did not seek bail even after the Tokyo District Public Prosecutors Office filed bribery charges against him on July 10.  He is poised to fight with the prosecutors tooth and nail.


Taking notes is prohibited in interrogation rooms and solitary cells.  Given the situation, Suzuki seemed to be desperately trying to memorize what the prosecutors asked him, according to an informed source.


The source also revealed that one day in small talk in between investigations, Suzuki voluntarily started eloquently describing last year's lower house election and shed tears in the way he was charged with emotion.  Although NHK news is the only source of information in the detention center, he can learn of newspaper reports from his lawyers.  As a result, his topics in small talk range widely from political developments to media reports.

12 individuals, including Suzuki aides, indicted


Since April, the Tokyo District Public Prosecutors Office has arrested 15 individuals, including Suzuki's secretaries and Foreign Ministry officials, on suspicion of obstructing biddings for the House of Friendship -- commonly called the Muneo House -- as well as for a diesel power plant on Kunashiri Island.  Of them, 12 have been indicted and six were bailed out.  For some of them, first trials have been held or dates for trials have been set.

(02082204st)

(3)  Inside story of the ruling bloc; Upper House enjoying heyday of its power; Absolute ruler -- Aoki -- on the defensive

NIHON KEIZAI  (Page 2)  (Full)

August 22, 2002


Senior ministry officials who visit lawmakers of the Diet often ask, "Then how did the third floor say?" or "Did you obtain approval from the third floor?" 


The third floor means Secretary General Aoki of the LDP in the Upper House, whose office is situated on the third floor of the Diet building.  


When the Diet is in session, Aoki sits on a settee in this office all day long and listens to visitors, while constantly smoking Cherry-brand cigarettes from packages piled up on the table.  Issues to which Aoki did not give the nod never sees the light of day.  


Aoki has had a 16-year career as a legislator.  Having served as a secretary to former prime minister Noboru Takeshita for a long period of time, he has been playing the pivotal role in the Lower House executive.  He belongs to the Hashimoto faction, which has 42 Upper House members, leaving the second largest force of the Eto-Kamei faction far behind.  Aoki's position as the boss of the Upper House is unshakable.  


When Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi said at an LDP executive meeting held last September, "I will retain the five LDP top officers," Aoki quietly rebutted, "There is the rule that the chairman of the General Assembly of the LDP members in the Upper House should be elected in the Upper House.  You have no right of personnel management."


There have been several other persons who have been elected many times as members of the Upper House, which has an atmosphere of attaching importance to a seniority system, and called bigwigs.  Aoki is, however, far more influential than those, for the Upper House, which was once ridiculed as a carbon copy of the Lower House, now holds the power of life and death over legislation.  


The LDP has a majority in the Lower House.  It, however, has not obtained a majority in the Upper House since 1989.  It is unable to realize any bills unless it forges alliance with other parties.  


"Never mind clashing head-on with the prime minister.  Fight it out!"  


During the previous session of the Diet, Aoki repeatedly encouraged Takao Jinnai, chairman of the LDP Policy Board in the Upper House, judging that postal services-related bills would pose the highest barrier.  Aoki managed to put together 150 postal services policy cliques in the Diet centered on Jinnai not only from the ruling bloc -- New Komeito and the New Conservative Party (Hoshuto) -- but also from Minshuto (Democratic Party of Japan) and the Social Democratic Party.  


A parliamentary league was formed outwardly advocating preventing passage of the bills.  However, once such a group was organized, it has become submissive to Aoki.  When negotiations reviewing the bills started, Aoki boasted, "I can make those 150 lawmakers say no or yes as I please."  


New Komeito has the largest channel with Aoki.  When the Diet opens and closes or at a time when deliberations on bills reach their climax, Aoki without fail meets with New Komeito permanent advisor Tomio Fujii and senior New Komeito members in the Upper House. 


When there was an Upper House by-election in Niigata in April, the ruling parties fielded a former secretary to Policy Board Chairman Aso as their unified candidate.  As soon as the candidate was chosen, Aoki visited Fujii together with Aso.  He has indeed inherited his mentor Takeshita's way of doing things based on moral obligation (giri) and human sentiments (ninjo).  


Aoki's vulnerable point is that he can only display his absolute authority over the handling of bills sent to the Upper House.  In that sense, he is in a passive position. 


One day, when the Diet was in session, Aoki gave the prime minister a list of candidates from the Upper House for a new cabinet.  The prime minister's response was, however, cool.  "This is a poor selection.  Do you really want these two to hold cabinet portfolios?"  Aoki's influence seems to be surpassing that of the Lower House, but this is still not the case.

(02082204yk)

(4)  Editorial:  The tragedy of the nation that has failed to learn from defeat in war

NIHON KEIZAI  (Page 2)  (Full)

August 15, 2002


People's lives are greatly affected by what they learn from their failures.  It also holds true for the state and society.  Depending on what is learned from their failures, the rest of people's lives could change completely.  It has been 57 years since the Pacific War ended in our defeat.  What did we learn from this defeat?


To put a conclusion first, our country has learned nothing from the defeat.  Or apparently over the past half-century or so, we the Japanese have solely avoided verifying why Japan simply followed the path to war and why we were defeated.

Vulnerable structure to "another defeat in war"


We realize that history has significance when we are just going to tackle, based on lessons we learned from the past, growing issues or issues expected to occur shortly.  But Japan has failed to review its past as a result of being solely intent on pursuing wealth after rising from the burned fields after the war.


In the past an approach to re-examining the past war was taken as only fueling the barren dispute between the left and right camps at home.  Diplomatically, it was seen as a possible source of criticism from our Asian neighbors as being Japan's erroneous historical views.  Japan, without squarely facing its history, has just remained unable to learn anything from the past.


As a natural consequence of this, Japan is once again making a similar mistake.  When comparing the process of leading Japan to the Pacific War that ended in Japan's defeat to the present declining situation in Japan called "another defeat in war," we are surprised to find similarities between these two processes.  Recently the book, "Haisen Shinso-ki" (Truth of the Defeat in the Pacific War), authored by Mamoru Nagano, was reprinted.  It is a record of the author's speech delivered in Hiroshima only one month after the end of the Pacific War.  But what is written in the book seems to be a warning even to present-day Japan.


Mamoru Nagano was a businessman and politician who played an active part in both the prewar and postwar periods in Japan.  It is a surprise to learn that only days after the atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima, there was a person who analyzed Japan in a cool-headed manner.  His analysis about the root cause of the war was this:  "Japan formed a national policy based on an erroneous philosophy."  In other words, Nagano said that the notion that "Japan's prosperity is everything" was a mistake.


Naturally, Japan's goal in the war never convinced Asian nations.  In addition, Japan, according to Nagano, suffered from the "most serious famine" -- a shortage of competent leaders.  He wrote in the book: "With no central figure to play the mainstay role of the nation, based on firm convictions and with prudence, in those days in Japan only infested with a large number of bureaucrats who were only shrewd about tampering with odd jobs, Japan became quickly involved in and swayed by the worldwide disturbance."


The uniqueness in Nagano's argument is that he first blamed the whole bureaucracy for leading Japan in the direction of defeat in the war, instead of the military.  His conclusion was:  Japan, as pointed out then by the United States, represented the "last of the countries without science."  Even right after the atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima, Japanese experts were reluctant to accept the fact, arguing, "Technically, that's impossible."


Philosopher Tetsuro Watsuji also wrote a similar thing in his book, "Sakoku" (Seclusion), which he authored soon after the end of the war.  In it, Watsuji pointed out "a lack of scientific spirit" [in Japan].  "Those who disregarded rational ideas and were inclined to be narrow-minded and fanatic pushed the Japanese people into this miserable situation," he said.  Behind these circumstances, he added, "there is the tendency of our people to put trust in intuitive facts but think light of understanding facts by deductive powers."  While Japan closed its door to other countries, Western countries, Watsuji said, saw new science permeating into every nook and cranny of their people's daily lives.  This difference even remains intact today.

The same mistake now seen as a result of the bureaucracy's leadership


The social system allowing the rampancy of the bureaucracy remains the same in essence in Japan even more than a half century after Nagano lamented it.  Government officials are prone to give first priority to self-protection over the nation and society.  In order to break the bureaucratic systems, politicians, though not necessarily competently enough, have faced the bureaucracy barehanded, but such has resulted in "sinking instantly."  In this sense nothing has changed compared to prewar days.


On the "future of Japan," Nagano wrote:  "Japan was defeated in the war, but Japan can create a democratic life that protects people's dignity and Japan has been given an opportunity to strive to become a truly pacifist nation."  In conclusion, he expressed optimism in this way:  "Japan's finances, which were once used to boost military strength, are now being spent for inventions; Japan could become a leading cultured nation in the world."


Diplomatic critic Kiyoshi Kiyosawa, who died of illness just before the end of the Pacific War, wrote in his diary:  "Japan was never capable of fighting in a modern war and the like.  Military officers had declared to the last moment, 'We will absolutely not allow enemy planes to enter Tokyo' and 'We will never allow any planes to get access to Kojimachi Ward.'  What are they saying now?  (The hoi polloi) are too thoughtless to be aware of anything by themselves, but I wonder if they will not be aware permanently."


Those who never look straight at history and never learn lessons from it and the society/nation composed of such people will never make progress.  We must never repeat the same silly mistake three times -- for our future generations will take over the nation/society from our generation.

(02082103ku)

(5)  Post-Cold War decade (Part 4):  Japan reconfirms the value of intelligence; Defense Agency finds limit to dependence on U.S., collecting intelligence on its own

NIHON KEIZAI  (Page 2)  (Full)

August 17, 2002

The photographs that officials were looking at were shots capturing the image of a vessel from a high altitude.  They showed nothing around the vessel to help locate it.  "We've got to trust this," said a senior official of the Defense Agency at the Joint Staff Council's intelligence headquarters, leafing through several photographs.


Late last year, an unidentified vessel broke into Japanese waters in the East China Sea.  Immediately after that incident, satellite-transmitted information in the form of classified military intelligence was brought to Japan from the United States.  Since the image was blurry, anyone could guess that the vessel was a North Korean spy ship, judging from its shape.  In point of fact, however, Japan had no choice but to trust the United States because there was no knowing whether the vessel in the photos was the actual one spotted breaking into Japanese waters or whether the location could be pinpointed by the photographs.


During the Cold War period, Japan used to be a "Far East shield" for the United States.  At the same time, Japan was also used as an intelligence-collecting base on the front.  After the Cold War structure collapsed, the value of intelligence about Russia gathered in the Far East decreased.  This trend became stronger with the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks in the United States.


The United States provides Japan with intelligence, but Japan has no appropriate intelligence to give in return, according to a senior official of the Cabinet Information Research Office.  The United States is now increasingly becoming confident about its single-handed collection and control of international intelligence covering East Asia.


Japan has been depending on the United States for intelligence but it is now finally reviewing the way  it gathers its intelligence.  In Nov. 1995, Japan adopted a national defense program outline, which expressly stipulates the need for Japan to have various means to collect intelligence.  In response, the Defense Agency launched an integrated intelligence headquarters of the Ground, Maritime, and Air Self-Defense Forces in Jan. 1997.  The agency plans to increase the intelligence headquarters' staffing from the current setup of 2,000 to 3,000 personnel in five years, a senior official noted.


Next February, Japan will launch its first intelligence-gathering satellite.  At present, Japan, based on its calculation of orbital points for photographing, asks IKONOS, a U.S. commercial satellite business, to photograph from these calculated points.  And at long last, it will be possible for Japan to photograph using its own satellite.


Even after successfully launching its own satellite, however, Japan can just afford to engage up to 300 personnel in the work of analyzing satellite-transmitted imagery.  The United States has several thousand experts, so it differs from Japan in scale.  The United States has early warning satellites that are in stationary orbit over the equator to detect such projectiles as ballistic missiles with infrared rays.  However, it would be technologically difficult for Japan to do so, sources presume.


One of the Defense Agency's officials says, "No matter how hard we strive, we're no match for the United States in the physical capability of gathering intelligence."  Many in the agency therefore insist that Japan should heighten its capability through human resources.


The U.S. Central Command, which is headquartered in Florida, commands antiterror operations in Afghanistan.  It is also a strongpoint that is preparing a plan to strike Iraq for the next stage of the ongoing military operations.  The Defense Agency is now planning to dispatch an SDF officer there as a liaison officer.  "It's necessary to quickly catch the United States' moves for launching strikes against Iraq," a senior official at the Defense Agency explains.  This can be taken as the agency's return to the origin of intelligence, that is, accurate information is available basically from human relations.


Japan was a minor power early in the 20th century.  In those days, however, Japan was far more aware of the value of intelligence than now.  In the Russo-Japanese war, Motojiro Akashi, a colonel in the former Japanese military, spent one million yen—currently equivalent to over 10 billion yen—to collect inside information about Czarist Russia.


Japan walked the way to a military power and later prioritized building gigantic battleships.  It did not find intelligence valuable.  Some people are now becoming aware at long last that the SDF, in its postwar history, was also embodied with a 'miniature' collection of gigantic battleships placing priority on state-of-the-art equipment.

[This is the last of a four-story series.]

(02082104im)

(6)  Is Japanese government's fear of the United States using nuclear weapons against Iraq groundless?

Foresight, September 2002
(Full)


As the likelihood is growing for the United States to take military action against Iraq, apprehensions have emerged in the Japanese government that the United States might use tactical nuclear weapons.


As the reason, a senior Foreign Ministry official cited: 1) unlike the Gulf War, Gulf nations offer little hope this time for military cooperation; 2) a heavy toll on U.S. soldiers in ground battles would spark an outcry in the United States; and 3) Washington has concluded that toppling the Hussein regime -- even without the support of other countries -- would serve the United States' interests.  In addition, there is an observation in the Defense Agency that with the use of nuclear weapons, the United States will be able to destroy Hussein's dwelling -- quickly and accurately -- as well as to minimize the U.S. military's exhaustion.


Being the only country in the world that experienced atomic bomb attacks, Japan cannot support the use of nuclear weapons.  Moreover, there are limits to what Japan can do militarily under its special antiterrorism legislation.  Under the circumstances, the possibility has emerged that the United States will carry out military operation only with the support of four countries: Britain, Jordan, Kuwait and Turkey.


The United States has mapped out a new defense strategy not precluding pre-emptive use of nuclear weapons.  Of course, there is an aspect of Washington's game plan of intimidating and agitating Baghdad prior to launching any attack on Iraq, as well as carrying out an intelligence war via Japan.  All eyes are focused now on whether the United States will use nuclear weapons or not.

(02082105st)
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